
  

Taft Alumni Newsletter

Teacher Appreciation Day 
November 13, 2003 
"Teacher Appreciation Day" was sponsored by the 
TAA this year. It took place on November 13th (the 
first report card day of this semester). We supplied 
assorted bagels, donuts, coffee, sugar, cream, juice, 
spoons, napkins, etc. for all teachers and staff (approx. 
200 people) to help them get a good start for the day.  
Traditionally, report card day tends to be quite long for 
the teachers, as they are available to all parents who 
come to the school to pick up their child’s report card 
on that day. 

Wanted:  A Few Good Alumni 
Desire to make a great high school greater a must!  
Sound like you?  We hope so.  No matter if you were 
an A student or average, a star athlete or a computer 
geek, the Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors is 
looking for potential directors who are willing to donate 
a few hours each year toward the betterment of the 
school.   
We especially encourage alumni of the 70’s, 80’s, 
90’s, and 00’s graduating classes to participate.  
General meetings are held 4-5 times each year at Taft 
to discuss current issues and to plan new activities.  
We welcome enthusiasm and fresh ideas.   
To put your name forward, please call Paulette 
English (574-246-0804) or Shirley DeWeese (847-
885-8655). 

 

Music Teacher’s Wish List 

By Dominique Martin 
Taft High School Music Department 
General Music and String Ensemble 

I am the newest addition to Taft's Music Department 
and this year I am responsible for teaching four 
sections of our General Music curriculum and one 
section of Beginning Orchestra.  I know that in the 
past, THS Alums have done amazing things for the 
school and I would like to send out this request for 
support.  Our music department is changing and 
growing and in the near future we hope to have a 
music program complete with orchestra, band, jazz 
band, marching band, concert chorus, and women and 
men’s vocal ensembles.   
While these dreams are fantastic, the Chicago Public 
Schools are operating on a very limited budget and we 
don't currently have all of the supplies that we could 
use to support the growth of the fine arts department 
at Taft.  Are there alumni/us who would be interested 
in donating their used instruments and/or music 
supplies to the school?  We could use donations of 
any and all of the wind, brass, percussion, and string 
instruments including, but not limited to: hand 
percussion and general music instruments, violins, 
violas, cellos, bases, pianos (upright, grand pianos, or 
electric), guitars (acoustic), drums, clarinets, flutes, 
saxophones, trumpets, trombones, tubas, 
euphoniums, French horns.  The areas where we are 
the most needy are in strings, string orchestra sheet 
music, and general music supplies. 

Any donations would be considered tax deductible and 
receipts would be issued for all materials received.  
Contact the school with your donation offer by calling 
at 773-534-1000 or writing to Dominique Martin c/o 
Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60631.  Thank you for your help!  
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Theater class presents  
Toy Land January 28 &29, 2004, Tickets $10.00. 
7PM to 9 PM. 

Spring Musical The Wiz, May 13 to 16, 2004, 
Tickets $10.00. 7PM to 9PM. 

Dance Extravaganza June 11,2004, tickets 
$10.00, 7PM to 9 PM. 

International Festival June 12, 2004, free 
admission 10AM to 2PM. 
For tickets please contact the school at 
773-534-1000.
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CLASS REUNIONS 
Second Annual all Taft Classes 
  Date:  February 29, 2004 
  Place: De Soto Park, St Petersburg, FL  
  Contact:  Leon Kathan 
      1729 N W Madrid Way 
             Boca Raton, FL 33432 
             leonkathan@yahoo.com 

1954 - January and June 
  Date:   Friday, September 24, 2004 
  Place:  Wellington of Arlington - Arlington Hts, IL 
  Contact:  Bob Eischen bobinskokie@comcast.net 
      Or  W. Keith Weinwurm weinwurm@adelphia,net 
 1955 - January 
  Date:    October 9, 2004 
  Place:   Best Western Midway Hotel - Elk Grove, IL 
  Contact:  Walter Guyer  - 847-506-9336  

wguyer1@comcast.net 
 1955 – June 
  Date:   2005 
  Place: To be determined 
  Contact:  Bill and Sue Oberheide  
   (847) 823-1955 
1956 – January/June 
  Date:  Volunteers needed to form committee! 
  Place: To be determined 
  Contact:  Judith Nelson 
 heyjudefromil@webtv.net 
1959-January 
Date: September 2004 
Place: Wellington Restaurant in Arlington Hts, IL 
Contact: Nancy (Peterson) Smith 847-497-3911 
               Norm Gunther NHGunther@aol.com 
1964 - June 
  Date: Volunteers needed to form committee! 
  Place: To be determined 
  Contact:  Judy Waters Grundke 
 PJGrundke@aol.com 

Elementary School Reunions 
1964 – Ebinger Elementary School 
  Date:   To be determined – Can we do it? 
  Place:    To be determined 
  Contact: Yoit (Pat Stratton) Callaghan 
    yoitycakes@msn.com 
 

 

 
We’re Invited !! 

There is an open invitation to any and all Taft 
classmates from John Ellis (June 1962) to come see 
a small slice of western heritage.  If you can be in 
Houston in early March, this Rodeo should be on your 
“must-see” list.  The Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo in the New Reliant Park in Houston runs for 20 
days and has the highest purse of any Rodeo.  It is 
also the largest in the world.  The Show begins March 
2 through 21, 2004.   
But the significant fact is that each year they award 
$8.5 million in scholarships to young people in Texas 
so they can attend college.  They have over 16,000 
volunteers who help put on the Show and 93 
committees.  John said, “One of my five committees is 
the Steer Auction committee.  Last year the Grand 
Champion sold for $600,000.  Another is the 
International Committee, where we entertain over 
3,000 international visitors from 60 countries.  It's big 
business, but great fun for our motto 'supporting youth, 
benefiting education.' ”  John is the Vice President of 
this event and is shown here with his horse, Pete.  It 
shows how a city kid has changed and adapted.  They 
ride every night and he brags – he hasn’t fallen off yet! 
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Letters to the Editor 
Hi Jerry, 
We all appreciate the work you put 
into the reunion [Norwood Park, 
class of June 1958]. It was a great 
weekend. Thank you so much. Next 
time I'll plan to stay through the 
weekend, since people seemed to 
want to continue getting together on 
Sunday. 
Another coincidence: our facilities 
director here at Siemens where I've 
been contracting for over 9 years 
has a Chicago accent that is 
unmistakable.  So this morning I 
casually asked her what part of 
Chicago. She said she went to 
Edison and Taft! And is an alumni 
member, so she knows you! Nancy 
Crilly, class of '67. Small world. 

Lytle Johnson 
catrax@rockisland.com 

 
Dear TAA: 
I have so much enjoyed receiving 
the newsletter.  I graduated in June 
of 1946 and have been a member of 
the Alumni Association for several 
years.  As a result of this my fellow 
classmates, class of 1942 
Farnsworth, were able to contact 
me.  The result?  I was fortunate to 
be able to attend two reunions, what 
fun!!!  I would urge anyone to 
become a member.  Who knows 
what will happen?  Perhaps a long 
lost "crush" of your youth may like to 
contact you. 
Thanks for all the time, effort etc you 
put into this publication. 

 Judith (Erickson) Stuyvesant, 
June 1946 

 
Dear Jerry,  
I want to thank you for the Taft 
Alumni Newsletter.  I have had the 
great pleasure to renew old 
memories and get in touch with old 
classmates I'd lost track of.  
Because you mentioned my name, 
Joan Denny wrote in and enclosed 
her email address.  She's a dear and 
wonderful friend I've found again.  
She's kept in touch with Marilyn 
Richter of our Norwood Park Drum 

and Bugle Corp days.  Now Arlene 
Johnson has written to you about 
those great memories.  Our color 
guard also had a rifle drill team that 
put on exhibitions around the 
Chicago area.  We had yet another 
member, Nancy Smith now 
Bechtold.  Yes, Arlene, I remember 
leading a Memorial Day parade 
through the bushes in Jefferson 
Park.  What fun we had.  I now live 
in Maryland 5 minutes from the 
Ocean City beaches.  My daughter 
and I have started a business 
franchise called Right at Home.  It 
provides homemaker/companions to 
seniors and disabled.  It's been a 
very busy and rewarding 6 months.  
I love reconnecting with my Onahan 
and Taft friends and because of you 
and Classmates.com I have found 
so many great and good friends 
again, thank you.  Keep up the good 
work.  Our Taft was the best. 
 Marlene Pawlowski Sullivan 

Dwsqueen3@aol.com 
 

From: <MarijeanFlom@cs.com> 
To: <jbbloom@charter.net> 
Sent: Saturday, August 23, 2003 
8:44 AM 
Subject: need e-mail address 
Jerry,  
While I was away from home in July 
I received an e-mail from Marilyn 
Kane Micheon (I am not sure of this 
spelling). Her husband, Bob, also 
graduated from Taft. Her 
granddaughter is about to enter 
Lawrence University where I went 
many years ago. She had questions 
about sororities there. I have lost 
that e-mail as well as her address 
and wonder if you would have a 
record of it. 
Marilyn graduated in the late 40s or 
early 50s. If you can't find hers 
would you have Rosemary Cheli 
Turner's e-mail (a classmate of 
Marilyn)?   

Hi Kay, 
I volunteered to put together a disc with all the good pics from our 50-year
reunion [June 1953].  There are well over 300 to edit.... 
The ladies on the committee would like me to send you some, so I am
attaching a couple pics of the committee. When I get the disc finished up
[at least another month... I work full time for my wife, in Mary Kay
Cosmetics.] I will send a copy to you. 
By the way, I married June Bennett  - nee Wylie in October 2001, as a
result of an Ebinger reunion. 

Vic Longman, June 1953
Wheaton, IL

60187

1953 Reunion Committee - L-R: Dan Rice, Fran (Morino) Hughes, Judy 
(Moers) Hardman, Marlene (Fenske) Douglas 



Page 4  Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2003 

I feel badly that I neglected to 
answer her, but it is never too late.  
Thank you for your help. 

Marijean Meisner Flom, 
class of 1946 

(Marijean, Here is the address listed in 
the TAA E-mail Directory: 
machon418@aol.com.  Please check out 
our website at www.taftalumni.org for more 
information about our Taft Alumni.  
Paulette English, TAA email directory 
administrator) 
 
To TAA: 
The picture of "Pops" Rapier was 
super and brought back many 
wonderful memories.  It was 1946 
when Pops recruited us from 
Norwood Park School to learn to 
play in his band.  We met twice a 
week at Rosedale Field House and 
he taught us how to play along with 
kids from other schools in the area.  
Our Norwood group included Bud 
Tomlinson, Bud Wrisley, Harvey 
Crippen, Jorgen Jacobsen and 
myself.  We were all saddened by 
his sudden death in 1950.  He was 
loved by all. 

 Darrel Tate, June 1953 
 

Dear Taft Alumni, 
I always read with interest each 
newsletter.  I find myself looking at 
the various locations where 
everyone lives.  I've been in the San 
Francisco area since 1974 but with 
business, pleasure, etc. have 
repeatedly gone "home".  I never 
miss an opportunity to walk around 
Oriole Park (the "big hill") sure 
seems smaller, drive by Taft and 
have a Parsee' hot dog.  You can't 
get a decent hotdog out here! 
Anyway, I had a couple of thoughts.  
First, it would be great to have a 
listing of Taft Alumni by location, just 
as my daughter has her school 
directory, we could have one with 
our Alumni.  As we visit/retire to 
different places throughout the 
country we might decide to contact 
someone with the mutual 
association of Taft. 
Second, in this same directory you 
could elect to publish "services" as 
applicable.  For example, wouldn't 
many of us visit a restaurant 

Dear Jerry, 
Enclosed for your edification are pictures of the senior and junior
basketball teams from the March 1, 1940 Taft Tribune. I was on the
junior basketball team for two years under Coach Miller.  In reference
to the picture of the junior team I can only remember a few names. I am
#5 on the back row left. I think #20 is George Gross (back row third
from left). Front row second from left seated is […]Scanlon. Seated on
the right front is Royal Peterson a close friend of mine. I believe he
passed away 5 or 6 years ago. Possibly older alumni may be able to
recognize other faces on the senior and junior team. 

Ron Boyd, January 1941
Rolling Hills, CA

boydjohnson@cox.net
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owned/managed etc. by a Taft 
Alumni if we were visiting some city 
beyond home?  I thought of this as 
I'm conversing with a real estate 
agent in Ft Meyers, FL regarding 
renting a condo we own. 
These are just my thoughts, possibly 
something like this has been done 
before? Regardless I'd appreciate 
your thoughts and idea's.  As always 
keep up the good work, its obviously 
appreciated by many of us! 

Randy Adkins, class of 1969 
(Editor’s Note:  We have had some 
discussions on an Alumni Directory at 
TAA Board meetings in the past.  We 
have privacy issues about it, but we’re 
open to hear from others.  How about it?  
J. Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor.) 

To TAA: 
I’m rereading my Alumni newsletter 
and every time I come across those 
words “Grammar School” in the 
newsletter, I just cringe, because 
they’re called elementary schools.  
You may want to consider it one way 
or another.   But, thanks a heap for 
all your work in the alumni 
association and the newsletter. 

Dick Vlasic, January 1948 
Ft. Atkinson, WI 

[Editor’s note:  Point well taken.  Even 
though they were called “Grammar 
Schools” when I attended, I believe I can 
still be flexible with these old bones to 
adapt to the current nomenclature, 
calling them “Elementary Schools”.  
Thanks for your comments – I’ve 

amended this issue.  J. Bloom, TAA 
Newsletter Editor] 

Lost Classmates 
Searching for old classmates for 
whom you've lost touch?  The Taft 
Alumni Association does not provide 
names or addresses of alumni from 
our records other than for legitimate 
class reunions.  However, we will 
help you in your search by 
publishing the name(s) in this news-
letter.  If that party responds to us, 
we forward that person's name and 
address to you. 
The suggested donation for this 
service is $5.00 per name.  Send 
your request and/or response to Taft 
Alumni Association, c/o Taft High 
School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60631. 
The followings classmates are 
looking for help: 
Wanda Walls, class of June 1942 
is looking for Marge Busch, class 
of January 1942. 
Pat Lortz, class of June 1962 is 
looking for Jerry Baruch and 
James Engstrom, class of 1962. 
Howard Lechler, class of 1943 is 
looking for Jim Crumm and Bill 
Moss. 
Ed Gerich, class of June 1961 is 
looking for Greg or Diane Nielsen. 
Barbara Ockerby,, class of June 
1946 is looking for Mary Napier. 

Taft Enrollment Up 
As a result of diligent effort on the 
part of Art Tarvardian, Principal, 
Taft’s enrollment is over 1,900 stu-
dents this September.  This is its 
highest level in recent years.  He 
attributes it to the attraction of the 
special programs to feeder school 
graduates now offered at Taft, 
including Naval JROTC and the 
seventh and eighth grade 
academic center.  Redistricting the 
borders last spring for the feeder 
schools also contributed to this 
increase, as well as accepting 
about 60 students from the 
overcrowded Steinmetz high 
school. 

Hi Taftites, 
In August, my husband and I attended Chicago's Greening Symposium,
hoping to get some ideas for arousing interest in parks, plants and
ecology here in Boston.  The first night I got into a fascinating
conversation with a lively man who runs the Von Steuben Metro Science
education project.  He trains students in a variety of horticultural skills,
which benefit both the student and the City in many ways.  It was one of
the most interesting conversations I had the whole conference.  His
name is Wayne Schimpff and he is Taft 1959, he's a Taft grad and
proud of it.  We also compared notes on Wally Friedman, I played cello,
Wayne played clarinet.  It was nice to meet another Taftite.  Don't any of
them ever move east?? I rarely ever meet Chicagoans here in Boston. 
If you want to know, Chicago's parks are the envy of most other cities,
even New York, and I still miss the parks and forest preserves and clean
streets of Chicago after 30 years here in Boston. 

Lucy (Brundrett) Jefferson
June 1951

(Editor’s Note:  If you want to learn more about Wayne Schimpff’s work at Von 
Steuben, see our first issue of this year – Winter, 2003 Vol. XVII, No. l, pg. 12.  
Jerry Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor) 

 
Lucy (Brundrett) Jefferson and Wayne Schimpff 
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1940s 
SALLY (DERN) DUSKI 
(JANUARY 1941) lives in 
Norwood Park, has 3 children, 6 
grandchildren and is a real estate 
broker. 
FLOYD GILBERT (JANUARY 
1941) lives in Chicago and is 
retired. 
LOIS (DALE) OLSEN (JUNE 
1941) lives in Morton Grove, IL, 
has 4 children, 7 grandchildren 
and is a housewife. 
LEONE (SHADEL) WOLFE 
(JANUARY 1942) lives in 
Lewellen, NE, has 7 children, 16 
grandchildren and is retired. 
PHYLLIS (HARPER) CARSON 
(JUNE 1942) graduated from U 
of Chicago BS 1946, Purdue MS 
1975, lives in Goodland, IN, has 
3 children (2 are Taft graduated), 
6 grandchildren and is retired. 
MARJORIE (BEHN) LOGAN 
(JUNE 1942) MARRIED 
STANLEY (JUNE 1942) She 
graduated from U of NM BS 
Geology 1970, Stanley graduated 
from U of I BSME 1949, U of 
NM MS 1964, PhD 1974, they 
live in Santa NM, have 2 
children, 2 grandchildren, they 
have their own company SE 
Logan & Assoc. 
MARIE (ROMANO) ROMANO 
(JUNE 1942) lives in Alhambra, 
CA, has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and is retired. 
WANDA (FISHER) WALLS 
(JUNE 1942) lives in River 
Forest, IL, has 3 children, 8 
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild 
and is retired. 
JUNE (LIETZ) DILLON (JUNE 
1943) lives in Newhall, CA, has 
3 children, 7 grandchildren, 6 
great grandchildren and is 
retired. 
JEAN (YOUNG) ARENBERG 
(JANUARY 1944) graduated 
from U of I BS 1947, lives in St 
Charles, IL, has 6 children, 7 
grandchildren and is a 
housewife. 

ROBERT BANKS (JUNE 
1944) has 4 children, 10 
grandchildren, lives in 
Arlington Hts, IL and is retired. 
RUTH (KAAGE) 
SCHWEITZER (JUNE 1944) 
lives in Berkeley, IL, has 1 
child, 3 grandchildren and is 

retired. 
RICHARD RAHN (JANUARY 
1945) MARRIED JEAN (LA 
ROSE) (JUNE 1948) they live in 
Dunedin, FL, they have 4 
children (all Taft grads), 2 
grandchildren and are retired. 
DOROTHY (LEONARD) 
DRUFKE (JUNE 1945) lives in 
Fox River Grove, IL and has 2 
children, 4 grandchildren. 
MARGIE (TROESTER) MC 
BRIDE (JUNE 1945) lives in 
Brooksville, FL, has 3 children, 
3 grandchildren and is retired. 
JACK REDDEN (JUNE 1945) 
graduated from Duke 1950, 
Harding grad. School MA 1973, 
lives in Memphis, TN, has 2 
children and is a consultant. 
DOLORES (WENK) EBNER 
(JANUARY 1946) lives in 
Littleton, CO, has 5 children, 2 
grandchildren and is retired. 
BETTY (BACH) BURKE 
(JUNE 1946) lives in Bluffton, 
SC, has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and is retired. 
JACK GRAY (JUNE 1946) 
graduated from Northwestern BS 
1950, lives in Lac-Du-Flambeau, 
WI, has 3 children, 2 
grandchildren and is retired. 
JIM KEUER (JUNE 1946) 
graduated from U of I BS 1950, 
Chgo Medical School MD 1954, 
lives in Minocqua, WI, has 6 
children, 10 grandchildren and is 
a retired MD. 
DOLORES (LOPEZ) LYNCH 
(JUNE 1946) graduated from 
Blackburn 1948, U of I 1950, 
lives in Oak Park, IL, has 5 
children, 3 grandchildren and is a 
retired teacher. 
LOIS (MEYERS) HARVEY 
(JANUARY 1947) graduated 
from Ravenswood Hospital RN 
1953, lives in Lakeland, FL, has 
5 children, 16 grandchildren and 
is a retired nurse. 
DOROTHY (LAWRENZ) 
DUFFY (JUNE 1947) lives in 
Mundelein, IL, has 4 children, 8 
grandchildren and is retired. 

JACQUELYN (PRIMA) 
HOWARD (JUNE 1947) lives in 
Temecula, CA, has 4 children, 7 
grandchildren and has a family 
import/export business. 
CATHERINE (HALL) 
MEGARGEE (JUNE 1947) lives 
in Poway, CA and is a retired 
librarian. 
ROY RAUSCHENBERG 
(JUNE 1947) graduated from U 
of I BA 1951, MA 1956, PhD 
1960, lives in Columbus, OH, 
has 4 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is retired. 
FLORENCE (EGAN) 
STANTON (JUNE 1947) 
graduated from San Jose State 
BA 1969, lives in San Jose, CA, 
has 4 children and is a 
psychologist and docent at San 
Jose Art Museum. 
CHARLES AMENTA 
(JANUARY 1948) graduated 
from Loyola DDS 1954, lives in 
Elk Grove, IL, has 7 children and 
is a Dentist. 
MARION (HEIDORN) 
BAKANOWICZ (JANUARY 
1948) lives in Chicago, has 2 
children, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
JACQUELINE (SEURIN) 
BOUSCARY (JANUARY 1948) 
graduated from Conservatory of 
Music, Boreaux, France 1951, 
lives in Santa Ana, CA, has 2 
children and is retired. 
LOIS (CROON) BUENGER 
(JANUARY 1948) lives in 
Arlington Hts, IL, has 2 children, 
3 grandchildren and is a 
housewife. 
ROY WUNDER (JANUARY 
1948) MARRIED RUTH 
(ULLSPERGER) (JUNE 1948) 
lives in Anaheim, CA and has 2 
children. 
RICHARD AKIN (JUNE 1948) 
graduated from Santa Ana 
College AA 1965, lives in 
Cameron Park, CA, has 2 
children, 2 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
DONALD DAHLKE (JUNE 
1948) graduated from 
Northwestern BA 1952, lives in 
Rosemont, IL, has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and is retired. 
CHARLOTTE (LEONARD) 
MEDLEY (JUNE 1948) lives in 
Sevierville, TN, has 2 children, 1 
grandchild and is retired. 

BETTY (GLASS) SCHULTZ 
(JUNE 1948) lives in St Paul, 
MN, has 4 children and 6 
grandchildren. 
JANET (BOTTLEMY) 
SCHUYLER (JUNE 1948) 
graduated from St Mary’s RN 
1952, lives in El Paso, TX, has 3 
children, 4 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
DONALD UTT (JUNE 1948) 
lives in Palatine, IL, has 3 
children, 4 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
LEONARD HAMACHEK 
(JUNE 1949) graduated from 
Eureka College BS 1959, lives in 
Rockford, IL, has 3 children, 7 
grandchildren and is retired. 
MARY (EHRLICH) 
LUNDMARK (JUNE 1949) 
graduated from De Pauw B 
1953, lives in Albion, IL, has 3 
children, 1 grandchild and is a 
homemaker. 
BERNARD NUGENT (JUNE 
1949) lives in Hot Springs 
Village, AR and is a retired 
resort owner. 

1950s 
MARIAN (MARTIN) 
BARKLEY (JANUARY 1950) 
graduated from Lawrence U BA 
1954, Aurora U MSW 1990, 
lives in Northbrook, IL, has 3 
children, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
ADELE WIESE (JANUARY 
1950) lives in Chicago and is 
retired. 
THOMAS GUTZMAN (JUNE 
1950) lives in Chicago, has 2 
children, 1 grandchild and is 
retired. 
JEAN (KASMAN) 
KOHMSTEDT (JUNE 1950) 
lives in Elk Grove, IL, has 2 
children, 4 grandchildren, 5 great 
grandchildren and is retired from 
United Airlines. 
RONALD PETERSEN (JUNE 
1950) graduated from 
Monmouth BS 1955, U of Chgo 
MBA 1965, U of CA JD 1981, 
lives in Camarillo, CA and is a 
retired lawyer. 
DOUG LATTNER (JUNE 1951) 
graduated from U of I BSEE 
1955, U of Chicago MBA 1975, 
lives in Mt Prospect, IL, has 3 
children, 10 grandchildren and is 
retired from Ameritech. 
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RALPH ADAMS (JUNE 1952) 
graduated from Northwestern 
BSME 1957, lives in Winter 
Park, FL, has 3 children, 8 
grandchildren and is a retired 
Pam Am pilot. 
BOB EICHEN (JUNE 1952) 
MARRIED PAT (LINK) (JUNE 
1954), he graduated from U of 
Denver BSBA 1957, Pat 
graduated from U of I Bsed 
1959, they live in Skokie, IL, 
have 3 boys, 6 grandchildren and 
are retired. 
PAUL REBSCHER (JANUARY 
1953) lives in Moriches, NY and 
Key Largo, FL, has 1 child and 
is a retired pilot. 
JERRY SPACHNER 
(JANUARY 1953) graduated 
from Lake Forest College BA 
1958, lives in Elk Grove, IL and 
is retired from General Mills. 
GEWN CHYLES-OZOE (JUNE 
1953) lives in Melbourne, FL 
and is a director of a publishing 
company. 
CONNIE (KAMINSKI) 
CONIGLIO (JUNE 1953) lives 
in San Bernardino, CA, has 2 
children, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
CAROL (UHL) CONNOLLY 
(JUNE 1953) graduated from U 
of MN BA 1958, lives in 
Chicago, and has 2 children and 
3 grandchildren. 
GRACE (BLAZEK) COOK 
(JUNE 1953) lives in Chicago, 
has 5 children, 9 grandchildren, 
and 3 great grandchildren and is 
retired. 
JUDITH (MOERS) HARDMAN 
(JUNE 1953) lives in Mt 
Prospect, IL, has 5 children, 14 
grandchildren and is a 
housewife. 
JAMES REGITZ (JUNE 1953) 
graduated from Carroll College 
BS 1957, lives in Fullerton, CA, 
has 3 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is retired. 
DARLENE (MORRIS) 
SCHMIDT-STENSTROP 
(JUNE 1953) lives in South 
Barrington, IL and has 3 
children. 
DARREL TATE (JUNE 1953) 
graduated from IL Wesleyn BA 
1957, lives in The Villages, FL, 
has 2 girls, 5 grandchildren and 
is retired. 

JIM TWITCHELL (JUNE 1953) 
lives in Fullerton, CA, has 5 
children, 10 grandchildren and is 
a VP manager at Price/Costco. 
MARION WASCHOW (JUNE 
1953) lives in Huntley, IL, has 1 
child, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
GLORIA (TOMBERG) 
STECKEL (JANUARY 1954) 
lives in Columbus, OH, has 2 
children and 3 grandchildren. 
DORIS (SCHWENDEMAN) 
THOMPSON (JANUARY 1954) 
graduated RN 1957, lives in 
Geneva, IL, has 6 children, 22 
grandchildren and is retired. 
ALAN HALVERSON (JUNE 
1954 graduated from Brigham 
Young BS Physics 1965, lives in 
Littleton, CO, has 3 children, 4 
grandchildren and is a computer 
programmer and musician. 
SALLY (HARKER) JOHNSON 
(JUNE 1954) lives in Hot 
Springs, AR, has 4 children, 4 
grandchildren and is retired. 
SEARLES LASWELL (JUNE 
1954) lives in Mc Henry, IL and 
is a retired trucker. 
KENNETH PANCZYK (JUNE 
1954) graduated from Chicago 
Teachers B Ed 1961, 
Northeastern MA 1967, Loyola 
Med 1972, lives in Mt Prospect, 
IL, has 3 children and is a retired 
elementary principal. 
JEANNE (ERICKSON) 
PETERSON (JUNE 1954) lives 
in Glenview, IL, has 1 child and 
is an administrative assistant. 
ALAN AVERY (JANUARY 
1955) lives in Prospect Hts, IL, 
has 1 child who graduated from 
Taft and is retired. 
HELEN (CAMERON) LORD 
(JANUARY 1955) graduated 
from Beloit College BA History 
1959, lives in Arlington Hts, IL, 
has 2 children and is a library 
clerk. 
RICHARD BECKERT (JUNE 
1955) graduated from 
Northwestern BS 1971, Case 
Western MBA 1982, lives in 
Uniontown, OH, has 1 child, 2 
grandchildren and is director of 
transportation. 
RONALD GOHL (JUNE 1955) 
lives in Wonder Lake, IL, has 7 
children, 10 grandchildren and is 
retired. 

JOYCE (SCHMIDT) MC 
INTOSH (JUNE 1955) lives in 
Bloomington, IL, has 4 children, 
8 grandchildren and is retired. 
JIM NELLES (JUNE 1955), 
MARRIED MADELINE 
(DEICHL) (JUNE 1955), they 
live in Palatine, IL,  have 5 
children, 7 grandchildren and are 
retired. 
JUDY (MILZ) REKETT (JUNE 
1955) lives in Bradenton, FL, 
has 3 children, 6 grandchildren 
and is retired. 
JAMES TEUFEL (JUNE 1955) 
lives in Palatine, IL, has 3 
children, 7 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
RALPH BECK (JANUARY 
1956) graduated from North Park 
AA 1958, Northwestern DDS 
1962, lives in Mission Viejo, 
CA, has 3 children and is a 
dentist. 
RAYMOND SCHIEFELBEIN 
(JANUARY 1956) graduated 
from Ripon College BA 1960, 
Concordia Theological BA, M 
DIV 1972, U of WI MSE 1981, 
Concordia Seminary D MIN 
1992, lives in Independence, 
MO, has 1 child and is a Pastor. 
RAYMOND HENRICKS 
(JUNE 1956) graduated from 
Valparaiso BA 1960, lives in Mt 
Prospect, IL, has 3 children, 4 
grandchildren and is in sales. 
ROBERT RIES (JUNE 1956) 
MARRIED SANDRA 
(BULATEK) (1960), they live in 
Niles, IL, have 2 children, 2 
grandchildren and are retired. 
LINNEA (SWANSON) ROOT 
(JUNE 1956) graduated from U 
of I BS 1960, Northwestern MA 
1962, lives in Woodstock, IL, 
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is retired. 
VIRGINIA (BLUM) SCHROER 
(JUNE 1956) LIVES IN 
Streamwood, IL, has 3 children, 
8 grandchildren, and 1 great 
grandchild and is retired. 
BARBARA (FURLONG) 
TOOMEY (JUNE 1956) lives in 
Rolling Meadows, IL and has 2 
children and 1 grandchild. 
MARILYN (LANE) 
KELLERMAN (JANUARY 
1957) lives in Des Plaines, IL 
and has 2 children and 5 
grandchildren. 

RICHARD LOH (JANUARY 
1957) lives in Arlington Hts, IL, 
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is a sales manager. 
LAWRENCE NEWMANN 
(JUNE 1957) graduated from IL 
College Podiatric Medicine 
1967, lives in Boca Raton, FL, 
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren 
and is a Podiatrist/surgeon. 
ARLEEN (GALLA) SOTERAS 
(JUNE 1957) lives in Crystal 
Lake, IL, has 3 children, 2 
grandchildren and is a 
homemaker. 
HERBERT JANSEN 
(JANUARY 1958) lives in Mc 
Henry, IL, has 2 children, 1 
grandchild and is retired. 
PENNY (NEEB) HOFFMAN 
(JUNE 1958) graduated from 
Northwestern BS 1962, lives in 
Olympia, WA, has 2 children, 2 
grandchildren and is retired. 
PAUL STOLTMAN (JUNE 
1958) lives in Sturgeon Bay, WI, 
has 2 children and is owner of 
“The Neighborhood Pub & 
Grill”. 
ROBERT ZUGEHAR (JUNE 
1958) lives in St Charles, IL and 
is retired. 
BILL SCHAEFER (JANUARY 
1959) graduated from Cornell 
BS 1963, Northern MS 1965, 
lives in Glenview, IL and is 
retired. 
GWEN (BUCK) SWANSON 
(JANUARY 1959) graduated 
from U of I BA 1963, lives in 
Tucson, AZ, has 2 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a retired 
college administrator. 

1960s 
STEPHEN MACK (JANUARY 
1960) graduated from 
Northwestern BSBS 1969, MBA 
1970, lives in Barrington, IL, has 
3 children and is an auditor/CPA. 
CHARLANN (SKOAR) 
SCHWAN (JANUARY 1960) 
lives in Ivanhoe, IL, has 3 
children and is a housewife. 
WILLIAM BIBEL (JUNE 1960) 
graduated from Northwest MO 
BS Ed 1967, Northern IL MSEd 
1976, lives in San Diego, CA 
and is a retired teacher. 
BARRY BRUNER (JUNE 1960) 
graduated from AME Academy 
of Art, Wright, Chicago 
Teachers 1967, lives in Chicago, 
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has 1 child and is an 
artist/musician with “Time 
Remembered” band, retired art 
teacher from Whitney Young. 
MARILYN (STANO) 
GUILLEMETTE (JUNE 1960) 
lives in Chicago, has 3 children, 
5 grandchildren and is a buyer 
and manager. 
SUSAN (MASON) KERWIN 
(JUNE 1960) graduated from 
Bradley BS 1965, U of I Med 
1981, lives in Oak Park, IL, has 
1 child and is a part time teacher. 
JOHN TYMITZ (JUNE 1960) 
graduated from Wright AA 
1962, Southern IL BA 1964, MA 
1966, lives in Pittsburgh, PA, has 
2 children, 3 grandchildren and 
is a CEO. 
MARLYS (JOHNSON) 
SWANSON (JANUARY 1961) 
graduated from De Pauw BS 
1965, lives in Waukesha, WI, 
has 3 children, 3 grandchildren 
and is an RN coordinator of 
Women’s Midlife Program. 
BERNADETTE (BERNARD) 
LENTZ (JUNE 1961) graduated 
from Purdue BA ED 1966, lives 
in Troy, MI, has 5 children and 
is a teacher. 
ROSEMARIE (CARONE) 
CHANNON (JANUARY 1962) 
graduated from Northeastern BS 
1966, MA 1978, lives in Skokie, 
IL and is an educator. 
JANICE (PROVAX) 
GWAZKACZ (JANUARY 
1962) lives in Schaumburg, IL,  
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is retired. 
KIM (WOLTER) HANSEN 
(JANUARY 1962) graduated 
from Southern IL BS Dietetics 
1966, lives in Wheaton, IL, has 2 
children and is a registered 
dietitian. 
MARIA (PAPPAS) 
ECONOMOS (JUNE 1962) 
graduated from Northeastern BA 
1966, lives in Park Ridge, IL, 
has 2 children and is an 
elementary teacher. 
RICHARD SPERL (JUNE 1962) 
MARRIED KATHY 
(BRESLIN) (JUNE 1965), he 
graduated from U of I 1971, they 
live in San Jose, CA and he is in 
construction management. 
RICHARD WENDRICKS 
(JUNE 1962), lives in West Des 
Moines, IA, has 2 children, 1 
grandchild and is retired. 

MARGIT WEVANG (JUNE 
1962) graduated from North Park 
BA 1997, lives in Chicago, has 1 
child and is a writer, editor and 
designer. 
 BETTY (LOVEJOY) PHELAN 
(JANUARY 1963) lives in 
Tucson, AZ, has 6 children, 7 
grandchildren and is retired. 
DLORAH (RUD) HAYDEN 
(JUNE 1963) lives in 
Woodstock, IL, has 7 children, 
14 grandchildren and is retired. 
KATHLEEN (NORTHWAY) 
KERSTING (JUNE 1963) 
graduated from Presbyterian-St 
Luke’s RN 1966, lives in 
Schaumburg, IL, has 2 children 
and is an RN in surgery at 
Northwest Community Hospital 
in Arlington Hts, IL. 
JAMES KUHAGEN (JUNE 
1963) graduated from Augustana 
BA 1967, Penn St Med 1968, 
lives in Arlington, VA, has 2 
boys and is a Behavioral 
Psychologist. 
LINDA (DOBOSZ) MASURA 
(JUNE 1963) lives in Las Vegas, 
NV, has 1 child, 1 grandchild 
and is a credentialing rep. 
PATRICIA MC KEVITT (JUNE 
1963) graduated from 
Washington U MSU 1969, lives 
in St Louis, MO and is a social 
work director. 
SHARON OZIMINSKI (JUNE 
1963) lives in Niles, IL and is a 
human resources manager. 
CARL ZVER (JUNE 1963) lives 
in Park Ridge, IL and is an 
accountant. 
ADELE (BILLHARDT) 
ALASPA (JUNE 1964) lives in 
Chicago, has 1 child who is a 
Taft graduate and is an 
administrative assistant. 
LINDA (DENICOLO) DOST 
(JANUARY 1965) MARRIED 
TED (JUNE 1964), they live in 
Addison, IL, have 2 children, 1 
grandchild, she is an 
administrative assistant, Ted 
owns a tool business. 
STEVE GOTZ (JANUARY 
1965) lives in Schaumburg, IL, 
has 4 children and is a plant 
manager. 
JANE (SCHAEFER) BEHNKE 
(JUNE 1965) graduated from 
Western BSEd 1969, lives in 
Woodbury, NJ, has 3 children 
and is self-employed. 

PAULETTE (KALETA) COLO 
(JUNE 1965) lives in Buffalo 
Grove, IL and is a loan 
operations manager. 
VAL JENSEN (JUNE 1965) 
graduated from Cedarville 
College BA 1969, Elmira 
College MS 1974, Alliance 
Theological Seminary Mdiv 
1985, lives in St Mary, GA, has 
2 children, 2 grandchildren and 
is Navy Chaplin with Submarine 
Squadron 15. 
JOHN PLACKO (1965) 
graduated from U of IAA BS 
1971, FL Inst. Tech, 1984, lives 
in Goodyear, AZ, has 3 children 
and is Directory of Pharmacy at 
Banner Estrella Medical Center. 
C. RONALD LINDBERG 
(JANUARY 1966) graduated 
from Augustana BA 1970, U of I 
MS 1972, MD 1976, lives in 
Willowbrook, IL, has 2 children 
and is an Ophthalmologist. 
NANCY (KNAPP) GRECO 
(JUNE 1966) lives in 
Schaumburg, IL, has 2 children, 
3 grandchildren and is an 
assistant manager. 
LINDA (RAIMAN) 
REICHSTADTER (JUNE 1966) 
graduated from Northeastern BA 
1970, Lutheran School of 
Theology 1994, lives in 
Strawberry Point, IA, has 3 
children, 2 grandchildren and is a 
Lutheran Pastor and chaplain. 
JUDITH BOCK (JANUARY 
1967) graduated from 
Northeastern BA Elem Ed. 1971, 
MA Geography & 
Environmental Studies 1982, 
lives in Grayslake, IL and is an 
educator, received 2003 
Distinguished Geographer 
Award. 
BOB FRIEDLANDER 
(JANUARY 1967) graduated 
from Southern IL BS 1971, lives 
in San Jose, CA and is a scout 
for the San Jose Sharks. 
GLORIA (PRINDLE) 
HALLMAN (JUNE 1967) 
graduated from Oakton 
Community College RN 1993, U 
of St Francis BS 1999, lives in 
Glenview, IL and is an RN. 
GAIL (FLEIG) PETERSON 
(JUNE 1967) lives in St Charles, 
IL, has 1 child and is a human 
resources director. 
JUDITH (ALLEY) ZERVIC 
(JUNE 1967) MARRIED JOHN 

(JUNE 1966) they live in 
Buffalo Grove, IL, have 3 
children, 1 grandchild and she is 
a store manager. 
MARLENE (PORTER) 
BOEHLER (JUNE 1968) lives in 
West Dundee, IL, has 2 children 
and is an employee benefits 
account manager. 
JEFF CZACH (1968) lives in 
Hoffman Estates, IL, has 3 
children and is self-employed in 
auto repair. 
GALE FABISCH (JUNE 1968) 
graduated from Southern IL BS 
1973, lives in Park Ridge, Il, has 
3 children and is a registered 
professional engineer and real 
estate broker. 
ROGER WIKLUND (JUNE 
1968) lives in Elk Grove, IL, has 
3 children and is a futures trader. 
ALEXIS BERNARD (1968), 
graduated from U of MA BA 
1981, lives in Chicago and is a 
corporate training consultant. 
LAWRENCE ADAMS (1969) 
lives in Pendleton, OR, has 2 
children and is a pathologist at 
Good Shepherd Hospital. 
RANDY ADKINS (1969) lives 
in Burlingame, CA, has 1 child 
and is a business owner. 
KATHY (SOVER) GARDNER 
(1969) graduated from 
Northwestern RN, lives in 
Huntersville, NC, has 3 children, 
1 grandchild and is an RN. 
ROBERT PARY (1969) 
graduated from Loyola BS 1973, 
MD 1971, lives in Springfield, 
IL and is a Psychiatrist/professor 
of Psychiatry. 
CINDY (KALISH) PIGGOTT 
(1969) graduated from Northern 
AZ BA Journalism, lives in 
Albuquerque, NM, has 2 
children and is self-employed. 
KAREN (JUFFEL) PUTHOFF 
(1969) lives in Lincolnshire, IL, 
has 2 children and is in real 
estate. 
BARBARA (MUSUR) 
STAEHLE (1969) graduated 
from De Paul BS 1982, lives in 
Downers Grove, IL, has 1 child 
and is a VP tax manager. 
DARLENE (MIKA) STRAKA 
(1969) lives in Barrington Hills, 
IL, has 3 children and is a 
homemaker who works part time 
at Jewel. 
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LAUREN (CONGIUSTI) 
ZUBERT (1969) MARRIED 
JIM (1959) she lives in 
Wauconda, IL, has 2 children 
and is a secretary to the Rector at 
Mundelein Seminary. 

1970s 
LIZABETH (SCANLAN) 
NOLAN (1970) lives in 
Arlington Hts, IL, has 1 child 
and is an administrative 
assistant. 
GARY RICHERT (1970) 
graduated from Purdue BS 
Electrical Engr 1974, MS 1975, 
lives in Hinsdale, IL, has 3 
children and is a district 
manager. 
FRANK BERAUER (1971) 
MARRIED EILEEN (DUNN) 
(1973) they live in Mt Prospect, 
IL, and have 3 children. 
JILL FORBES (1971) lives in 
Chicago and is an EMT. 
PATTI (STUBBLEFIELD) 
GUNTHER (1971) lives in Rio 
Linda, CA, is disabled and builds 
bird houses. 
DEBORAH (POKORNY) 
KOLZE (1971) graduated from 
Triton AA 1981, Rosary BA 
1984, lives in Wood Dale, IL and 
is a business and life certified 
coach. 
LYNN BENSON (1972) 
graduated from Eastern IL BS 
Management lives in Marengo, 
IL and is in customer service. 
ROBERT BOYLE (1972) 
graduated from U of I BS 1976, 
MS 1979, lives in Des Plaines, 
IL and is a product manager and 
also owns a home in Scottsdale, 
AZ. 
 NANCY (BALLA) EZRA 
(1972) graduated from 
Northeastern BA 1976, CA State 
MA Ed 1992, lives in Van Nuys, 
CA, has 2 children and is a 
director, therapeutic pre school 
program and licensed child and 
family psychotherapist. 
BETTY (BRUNO) FERGUS 
(1972), graduated from 
Northeastern 1979, lives in 
Morton Grove, IL, has 3 children 
and is a senior system analyst 

and elected official to the 
Morton Grove Park District. 
CHRISTINE JACOBS (1973) 
graduated from Wright AA 
1975, De Paul BS Commerce 
1993, and lives in St Charles, IL 
and is a customer service 
manager. 
MARY KAY (SABINO) 
KENNEDY (1973) graduated 
from U of I B 1976, Hastings 
College JD 1983, lives in 
Redwood City, CA and is a real 
estate attorney. 
JANICE (CAELI) YOUNG 
(1975) lives in Sturgeon Bay, WI 
and is a safe deposit/switchboard 
attendant at Baylake Bank. 
NANCY (LEITH) 
KARIJOLICH (1976) lives in 
Chicgo, has 3 children and is a 
sales co-ordinator. 
LINDA (GAWLIK) NEWELL 
(1976) graduated from Canyon 
College BS 2001, lives in  
Greentown, IN, has 1 child and 
is an  office manager. 
DENNIS CRAIG (1977) 
graduated from U of I BSME 
1982, Lake Forest MBA 1991, 
lives in Des Plaines, IL, has 2 
children and is a general 
manager. 
KAREN (JOHNSON) 
GILMORE (1977) graduated 
from North Park BSN 1981, 
lives in Pasadena, MD, has 4 
children and is an RN. 
GREG GONDEK (1977) 
graduated from Northern BS 
Acct 1981, lives in Naperville, 
IL, has 2 children and is an 
accountant. 
MARTIN HERTEL (1977) 
graduated from Luther College 
BA 1981, Wartburg Seminary 
MA Divinity 1985, lives in 
Arlington Hts, IL and is a case 
manager. 
MICHAEL GUERCIO (1978) 
graduated from U of I BS 1985, 
De Paul 2003, lives in Glenview, 
IL, has 1 child and is a customer 
programmer. 
JOYCE (BETTINGER) REDA 
(1978) graduated from Western 
IL BA 1982, lives in Lake 
Forest, IL, has 2 children and is a 
Mom. 

KEITH ENGELMANN (1979) 
graduated from Northern BS 
1983, lives in Palos Hts, IL and 
is a director of sales. 
CINDY LITEWSKI (1979) 
graduated from Triton AA RN 
1986, lives in Streamwood, IL 
and is an RN. 
JOE VAN DORPE (1979) 
MARRIED CATHY 
(GIORANNETTI) (1979) they 
live in Crystal Lake, IL,  have 3 
children, Cathy is a homemaker 
and Joe is an Elgin 
Firefighter/Paramedic. 

1980s 
LISA (SCHMIDT) BARTOS 
(1981) lives in Hoffman Estates, 
IL, has 3 children and is a 
customer service rep. 
ROBERT LAWLOR (1981) 
graduated from Ray Vogue 
College of Design BFA 1991, 
lives in Addison, IL and is a 
bridal gown designer. 
RICHARD MADDALOZZO 
(1981) graduated from Loyola 
BS 1983, Dental School DDS 
1988, Northwestern MS 1991, 
lives in Glenview, IL, has 2 
children and is a dentist. 
JEFFREY DIRJATH (1982) 
graduated from Bradley BSME 
1986, lives in Naperville, IL, has 
2 children and is a sales 
engineer. 
KATI (GRANIERO) GLEESON 
(1982) graduated from De Paul 
BS Finance 1989, lives in 
Downers Grove, IL, has 2 
children and is a cash manager. 
DEBBIE (BREO) DONOHUE 
(1983) lives in Chicago, has 6 
children and is a homemaker and 
home schoolteacher. 
 SONIA RICHTER (1983) lives 
in Norridge, IL and is a customer 
service rep for BP Amoco. 
LAURA (PODGORSKI) 
BUCKLEY (1984) graduated 
from U of I BS Special Ed 1988, 
lives in Normal, IL, has 1 child 
and is a Mom/substitute teacher. 
JANICE (KOSZCZUK) 
CASAGRANDE (198) 
graduated from U of I BS 
Electrical Engineering 1988, 

lives in Palatine, IL, has 2 
children and is a Mom. 
CARRIE (SHAFER) EK (1984) 
MARRIED STEVE (1983), she 
graduated from U of I BA 1988, 
Keller Graduate MBA 1997, 
they live in Park Ridge, IL, have 
3 children, Carrie is a registered 
dietitian and Steve owns EK 
Automotive in Edison Park. 
BRYAN SWEENEY (1985) 
graduated from U of I BS 
Finance 1993, Suny MA History 
1999, U of MD MBA 2003, is a 
CBOE trader and lives in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 
DINA BECKER (1986) 
graduated from Chicago School 
of Massage Therapy 1993, lives 
in Round Lake Beach, IL and 
owns a massage therapy 
business. 
ESTHER (VARGAS) MURO 
(1986) lives in Chicago, has 3 
children and works at Hometown 
Century 21. 
DEBBIE (HARDT) SCHLAPIA 
(1986) lives in Lakewood, IL, 
has 1 child and is a homemaker 
and part time database manager. 
DEANNA (PARISI) PARISI-
NICHOLS (1988) graduated 
from Wright, Northwestern 
Professional School for 
Paralegals, lives in Chicago, has 
2 children and is a 
homemaker/day care provider. 

1990s 
JENNIFER HANSON (1995) 
graduated from Wright AA, 
Northeastern BA and lives in 
Chicago. 
MONIKA JAROSZEWICZ 
(1996), lives in Park Ridge,  
graduated from Oakton 
Community College AA 1999, 
Certification in Pharmaceutical 
Sales 2003 currently attending 
Roosevelt U and an 
administrative assistant. 

2000s 
RICHARD KALAFARSKI 
(2003) lives in Chicago and is 
attending Loyola and a teller at 
Mid America Bank.
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In Our Memories 
Charles Tannyhill, History teacher at Taft from 
1977 to 1984 passed away on March 8, 2003 from 
cardiac arrest. 
Paul E. Ihrcke class of 1940, of Seminole, FL 
passed away on June 21, 2003 from complications 
of diabetes and kidney failure.  He was in the first 
graduating class of Taft, transferring from Schurz. 
Charles S. Beesley, class of June 1941, died of 
complications from mononucleosis.  He was married 
for over 50 years to his Taft high school sweetheart 
Suzanne Harper Beesley (deceased in 2000), living 
in Mt. Prospect, IL. 
June (Severson) Gondek, class of June 1943 
passed away in June 2003. 
Shirley (Ford) Wilson, class of June 1943 passed 
away in April 2002. 
Ruth Ann Elasky, class circa 1943, passed away 
February 9, 1996. 
Walter Reinecke, class of June 1944 passed away 
on April 11, 2003. 
Donald Gerster, class of June 1945 passed away 
on March 21, 2003. 
Richard Petterson, class of June 1945, passed 
away February 2003 from heart disease. 
Joan (Everitt) Foley, class of June 1946, died in 
April 2001 of cancer. 
Harold Cichowski, class of June 1947 passed away 
on September 21, 2003 from Leukemia. 

Ralph Erickson, class of June 1948 passed away 
on August 31, 2003. 
Gunner Isberg, class of June 1949 died June 6, 
2003 from lung cancer. 
Doral Rose, class of June 1950 passed away June 
29, 2003 from transverse myelitis, an inflammation 
of the spinal cord. 
Otis Halleen, class of June 1952 passed away 
March 9, 2003. 
Jane (Monson) Odden, class of June 1952 passed 
away on September 19, 2003. 
Henry Schroeder, class of June 1954 died of a 
heart attack on May 20, 2003. 
Edward T. Scholl, class of 1955 died on August 29, 
2003.  While at Taft, Ed was a sports and feature 
writer for the Taft Tribune and the first actual school 
yearbook, member of the Student Council and 
Letterman in Varsity Basketball.  After graduation, 
his career included Chicago Alderman 1961-72, 
Illinois State Senate 1973-74 and 25 years as 
Executive Director for Development for Passionist 
Fathers and Brothers Monastery. 
Gladys Mazur, class of June 1956 passed away on 
July 30, 2003 after extended bout with cancer. 
Frances (Abborino) De Wilkins, class of June 
1962 passed away August 8, 2003 from cardiac 
arrest.

 

FOOTBALL CONFERENCE PLAYOFF NEWS 
The current Taft football team ended their regular 
season with a 9-2 overall (5-0 in Chicago Public 
League Second City action) record.  Congratulations 
on the Chicago Public League Second City 2003 
conference title, beating Orr High School 33-8 on 
October 11 during Taft’s homecoming game at Lane 
Stadium.  That entitled them to the playoff game with 
Schurz on October 22nd winning 21-0.  They then lost 
the Division to Hyde Park High School 14-12. 

TAFT GIRLS SWIMMING TEAM  
Congratulations to the Taft girls swim team with an 
outstanding start this season with a 6-0 record (as of 
October 16).  The are coached by Elizabeth Corroll, 
who says the tea m has “great chemistry” between the 
individuals and as a whole”. 

NEW RESURFACING TAFT’S 
PRACTICE FIELD 

Thanks to the efforts of Taft’s media specialist (and 
assistant football coach) Jay Katzman, funding of 
$45,000 was secured through grants and donations to 
fund the first phase of the project. There is still more 
work to be done and additional money needs to be 
found for this work.  Ford Motor Company ($15,000), 
the State of Illinois ($30,000) and TAA ($600) 
contributed towards the resurfacing project.  First, the 
field was smoothed out, after years of neglect that had 
caused uneven field and numerous potholes and ruts. 
Pulverized rubber was then added, which helps when 
rain occurs.  Previously the field needed days to dry 
out, because poor drainage gave it the appearance of 
a “swamp”. 
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June 1953 Class Reunion 

Dear Kay,  
Well we just had our 50 year celebration the weekend 
of September 5th and I’m so thrilled to report to you 
and all of the Taft alumni family, what a wonderful 
success it was. You never saw happier people, some 
of whom, had never come to a reunion and others who 
had not attended one since the 10th or 20th, proclaimed 
it the ‘best’ ever. That made all of us on the committee 
feel positively wonderful. Having dedicated a year to 
the planning, we felt it was well worth the effort. We 
had a great time at each meeting. 
The reunion was held at Indian Lakes Resort in 
Bloomingdale, IL. 
We couldn’t have had more glorious weather, which 
gave the golfers great pleasure. Friday afternoon 45 
people were taken on a tour of Taft High School. They 
had a fantastic time. We attended a BBQ on Friday 
night. with 42 joining that get together. On Saturday 
night we held a dinner with 112 joining in the 
festivities. Each of the Alumni received a camera to 
make sure they had memories of this special occasion. 
Vic Longman collected them at the end of the evening 
and had all the photos put on a CD for each person. 
This is a great idea for other reunion planners. It 
wasn’t expensive. We danced until the midnight sign-
off. On Sunday, we went to the brunch to meet one 

more time before everyone had to leave for the many 
locations around the U.S.A. The Alumni Association 
came to our aid with addresses of those we couldn’t 
locate and for that, we thank you. The Alumni 
Association helps all of us to keep old friendships 
going and keeps us in touch. You are all to be 
commended on the fine job you do. 
We definitely are going to do it again but this time, it 
will only be three years from now, in 2006. The June 
1953 class will celebrate a 53rd. Nobody wanted to 
wait for the 55th. 
My personal advice to all of you is, don’t wait for 
someone else to start a reunion. You don’t know what 
you’re missing. A lot of our former classmates are 
gone now and we don’t want to put off getting together 
any longer than we have to. 
The memories of this particular reunion will live on in 
all of our minds. I never saw such happiness among a 
group of former ‘high school kids’, reliving the past with 
such relish. We may not be able to top the 50th but 
we’re planning on giving it the ‘ole school try in ‘2006’. 
Best regards to all, 

Frances Marino Hughes 
bowlingbabel@msn.com 

 

Dear Kay and Gang, 
Reminiscing with you, sure puts joy in our lives.  
Especially fond of Chuck Trick’s (he’ll always be Bud to 
me) story about our wonderful Norwood Drum/bugle and 
Fife Corps.  Turning the clock back is so very special. 
Enclosed please find a photo taken in 1933, Chuck (Bud) 
and Burt Trick were our next  door neighbors (check out 
the old car).  Top my brother Jim Holden, Chuck Trick , 
Burt Trick and me. 
It was the year 1933 and all was a buzz in Norwood Park, 
our Corps were invited to perform at the Chicago Worlds 
Fair, these four young people had butterfly stomachs as did 
the other members, while getting ready for the “biggest 
performance” of their lives. You better believe the band 
strutted and marched their feet raw and played their hearts 
out to masses of people in front of the Century of Progress 
building. Marching over the Washington Street Bridge, then 
on to the fair grounds was quite a feat for those 8 to 14 year 
old youngsters, but one, which has remained in my memory 
bank forever. 
I am much blessed as my childhood friend, Mary Lou 
(Enger) Krakowski, a band member and I are still 
marching together every Sunday to Roseland Methodist 
church in Florida.  Life is good. 
Bless you all for your super devotion. “smiles” 
Marianne (Holden) Harris class of 1943 
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Remembering Our Teachers 
Dear Kay, Jerry and Tom, 
 I'm not certain which of you currently keeps the 
"store" and I've not had the pleasure of meeting any of 
you.  Enclosed is a photo and writeup of John C. 
(Pops) Rapier, which I have intended to prepare and 
send for a long time.  I hope you can use it.  Pops was 
an outstanding and endeared member of the Taft 
faculty in the early years. 
Being one of the earliest members (starting in about 
1931) of the Norwood Park Jr. Drum and Bugle Corps, 
I've enjoyed the recent articles and photos in the 
Newsletter by a few old friends.  I have additional 
information to offer and will prepare and send it soon.  
But the enclosure on "Pops" is enough for this go-
around. 

 Stanley Logan, June 1942 

 

TAA HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS 
The Taft High School Alumni Hall of Fame recognizes 
people who graduated from Taft, exemplify the best of 
Taft, people we can be proud to hold high as our 
colleagues and peers.  They bring honor to the name 
of Taft High School through their accomplishments in 
their careers, personal achievements, service to 
others, leadership and courage. They carry the 
standards of Taft upward through their lives. 
Nominations should be written, listing year of 
graduation, address and if possible phone numbers.  
Send all applications to the Taft Alumni Association, 
6530 W. Bryn Mawr Av., Chicago, IL 60631. 

Honoring “Pops” Rapier 
By Stanley Logan, June 1942

When Taft opened in 1939, John C. (Pops) Rapier
came over from Schurz High School to be our
instrumental teacher.  Pops, shown in this photo I took
for the Taft Tribune, led the Symphony Orchestra and
Concert Band to greatness, earning Superior ratings
in the city band and orchestra competition in 1941 and
1942.  This was in spite of trying conditions of lack
of instruments and rehearsals in that small gym, with
reflective tile walls, on the second floor.   
Pops Rapier once set up a concert in the Pickwick
Theater in Park Ridge to raise money for instruments,
had tickets printed, but had to cancel our performance
because the musician's union demanded hiring a
professional orchestra to stand idle in the wings,
which would have taken all of the proceeds! 
During preparation for city competition, he rented an
oboe, a bassoon, and two hand-tuned tympani that
had to be supported on chairs.  He never said, but I
believe now that he paid for this out of his own
pocket.  It gave two reed instrument students the
opportunity to learn double-reed instruments to
complete the orchestration.  The crude tympani
allowed me to practice the timing and sticking, though
changing tuning during each piece was not possible.  I
spent a lot of time on a piano memorizing the pitch
intervals for key changes, and on the evening of the
competition at Lane Tech, stepped behind a set of
shiny pedal-tympani for the fastest learning
experience of my life!  Fortunately, the tympani solos
were right on pitch.  It was with envy that I peered
through the window of the locked door of the new
band/orchestra room during the 50 year Taft reunion
in 1989, and saw the complete percussion
instrumentation!  
On Wednesday evenings, Pops drove several of us to
a music school somewhere near downtown to
participate in a clinic orchestra, sight-reading the
scores of budding new composers.  During practice,
Pops could take virtually any instrument (I don't recall
if this included strings) and demonstrate the correct
rendering of a passage.  He was also a confidant with
troubled students, quietly giving them asked for
advice.  He staunchly encouraged and supported my
work with the snare drum. 
I will forever regret that after WWII, when I returned
from service in the Pacific as a Night Fighter pilot with
the US Army Air Forces, I did not drop in at Taft to see
some of my former teachers, particularly Pops Rapier,
before going back to the U of I.  Perhaps, being a
survivor, I though all Taft teachers would live forever,
and just didn't get to visiting in time. 

John C. ”Pops” Rapier 
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Fast Friends for over 60 Years 

 
By Ron Boyd 

Bob Scholler and Ron Boyd graduated from Taft 
High School in the winter of 1941. 
Bob moved on to Northwestern University where he 
graduated in Naval Science and Mechanical 
Engineering. Commissioned in the U.S. Navy, fought 
in the Pacific during WWII and became commanding 
officer of the USS Manuel Destroyer Escort. 
Bob married his Norwood Park sweetheart, Donna 
Wheeler in 1947 with Ron Boyd serving as “best 
man”.  They moved to Orange County California in 
1949, built several homes, settling in Corona del Mar - 
Newport Beach, where he started his own business 
building bio-medical engineered environments. 
Ron enlisted in the Army Aviation Cadet program and 
received pilot training in the Southwest. When the war 
ended he finished his degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Bradley University in Peoria Ill. Ron 
was married in 1948, the year he graduated to Carol 
Jeanne Kleeman. Bob Scholler was selected 
as Ron¹s best man returning the favor from the year 

before.  Immediately upon graduation from Bradley 
Ron entered the Management Training Program at 
U.S. Gypsum in Chicago. Career moves in the 
aerospace industry took him to Texas, Kansas and 
finally to Southern California. Ron started his 
successful fastener company in 1958 and received 
over a dozen patents, growing the company to over 
250 people in the ensuing years. Ron retired in 1984 
from Tridair Industries. 
Bob and Ron have maintained a close relationship 
over the years both personally and professionally. 
They each have 4 children and took many family 
vacations together when their children were growing 
up.  After Ron retired he became active as a member 
of Bob¹s Board of Directors. They remain close friends 
and see each other often. Bob is semi-retired as 
chairman of Bio-Safe America Corp. and as an 
industrial advisor to the Bio-Medical Engineering 
Department, University of California, Irvine. 

 
Pictured here are Bob Scholler (left) and Ron Boyd 
(right) who don¹t weigh the same as they did in high 
school. They offer anyone (from their 1941 class) who 
has maintained their high school weight a free trip to 
California to visit them. 
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New Members Wanted 
The Taft Alumni Association is always looking for 
alumni who are not currently members of our 
Association.  If you know anyone who came from Taft 
and is not a member, please encourage them to join.  
Send us their name and address (and year of 
graduation, if known) at: 
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60631 or email us at taftalum@cox.net. 
   

 TAFT Alumni Association  
Items For Sale 

Static window stickers:   $3.00 (plus $1 S/H)        
        "Taft High School - You Can't Hide Eagle Pride"  
        (Profits go to the Taft Athletic Department) 
T-Shirts:  $10 each (XXL & XXXL - $12 each)  

Light grey with NEW Eagle logo silk-screened in 
blue.  Sizes - Medium thru XXXL 

Jackets:  $30 each 
Special purchase blue nylon windbreakers with a 
white flannel lining and snap front with a 
drawstring bottom.  The silver emblem on the left 
breast area reads "TAFT HIGH SCHOOL 
ALUMNI" with an eagle in the center: M (38-40), L 
(42-44) only  (XL SOLD OUT!) 

Yearbooks:  $25.00 each.  Quantity available in 
parentheses. 
1971 (1) 1990 (44) 1996 (86) 
1982 (5) 1991 (6)  1997 (8) 
1984 (4) 1992 (123) 1998 (1) 
1985 (34) 1993 (2) 1999 (146) 
1986 (70) 1994 (29) 2001 (156) 
1987 (90) 1995 (152)    
   

 
 

     
 
  

TAFT Alumni Order Form 
 
  Quantity   Description                  Price   Extended 
  Ordered    Price 
 
  _______  _________________  _____  _______ 
 
  _______  _________________  _____  _______ 
 
  _______  _________________  _____  _______ 
 
    + 6.00 postage/handling 
 
  TOTAL Enclosed $___________________ 
 
  Send check to:  Taft Alumni Association 
  6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 
  Chicago, IL 60631 
  (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
  Name __________________________________________ 
 
  Address ________________________________________ 
 
  _______________________________________________ 
 
  Phone _________________________________________ 
 
  Month/Year of Graduation _________________________ 
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TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
APPLICATION FORM 

Name Maiden Name Month & Year Graduated 

Address (Home) City State Zip 

Address (Business) City State Zip 

Home Tel. No: (         ) E-Mail: 

Name of Spouse Year Married: 

Number of Children: Ages: Number of Grandchildren: 

College(s) Attended, Degree(s) Earned, Year of Graduation 
 

Occupation: Other Interests: 

Other News or Information: 
 

 I am enclosing $___________ to defray newsletter cost.  
 I am enclosing $15. 00 for two-year membership.  

I am enclosing $20. 00 for two-year Husband & Wife membership. 
 Return to: Taft Alumni Association 

6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 
Chicago IL 60631 Autumn 2003 

 
 
 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
President:  Kay Kuciak (1963) 
Asst. to President Frank Heyer (1948) 
Vice-president:  Jeraldene Bloom (1962) 
2nd Vice President: Anne Lunde (1969) 
Secretary/Treasurer: Shirley DeWeese (1960) 
Directors:  Cliff Raiman (1947) 
   Tom Kuciak (1962) 
   Joe Popp (1966) 
   Paulette English (1967)  
   Kevin Kreiger (1973) 
   Judi Lenihan (1973) 
   Barbara Rodriguez (1970) 
Newsletter Staff: 
Editor - Jerry Bloom - (920) 743-8449 
     E-mail - jbbloom@charter.net 
Assistants: Kay / Tom Kuciak - (623) 544-0226 
     E-mail - Taftalum@cox.net 
Website Coordinator:  Kevin Krieger 

 
 

RENEW NOW !! 
Look at your address label on the back of this page.  
Check your year of graduation on the lower right 
corner.  Is it correct?  The most important area is 
here.  This is also the area with the expiration date 
of your current membership with the Taft Alumni 
Association.  If the date is close, the TIME is NOW 
to sit down and write out a check for $15.  Not one, 
but TWO full years of newsletters with opportunities 
to learn about classmates, reunions, school events 
and alumni programs.  Be sure to use the 
application below to fill in the latest updates in your 
life.   
 
The Taft Alumni Association publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter 
quarterly.  Send all general correspondence and changes of 
address: Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60631 or  

E-mail at Taftalum@cox.net 

Website:  http://www.taftalumni.org                                                   
Alumni Directory E-mail address:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
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