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Taft All-Stars
In response to the request for
information on Taft athletes
who
received
all-star
recognition, Robert Fizzell
looked back in his yearbook
from 1957 and found that in
football there were six players
who were recognized: Dick
Thornton, Bob Duchaj, Oscar
Lundard, John Byrd, Rich
Melby and himself. It does not
say for which all-star teams
they were selected, but Robert
is fairly certain that all were on
the All-State team.
The
1957
team
was
undefeated in regular season
play and most of its seniors
also played regularly on the '56
team. That latter team lost only
its first regular season game.
Both years went to Soldier
Field
where
they
were
ultimately
defeated
by
exceptionally strong teams:
Chicago Vocational HS, '56
and Morgan Park, '57. Both of
these teams, we believe, went
on to be city champions.
Currently, it is believed that
Bob Duchaj is living in Florida
and Rich Melby and John Byrd
are now deceased. As we all
know, Thomton went on to a
very successful professional
football career and a marketing
career after that. Bob Fizzell is
hoping that someone can give
him details to put him in touch
with Oscar Lundegard, who he
hasn't seen in forty years. He
currently is a doctor in
Vancouver, WA and can be
reached at rfizzell@earthlink
.net.
Pres. Note: I did supply Oscar
Lundegard’s address.

Autumn 2005
ROTC Sword Engraved

Thanks to Tom Holler, Robert E. Ashby and others, continued interests from
former ROTC students have responded to us. The following is an excerpt of a
letter from John Ellis, Class of June 1962:
"I don't know if the continuing saga of the ROTC sword is of importance, but for
the record the enclosed photograph shows two different photos of the sword.
The photos show Taft's Federal inspection. The leadership of Taft's ROTC
included Ron Barth as a Lieutenant Colonel in 1959; the next I remember clearly
was Douglas Witt as a Lieutenant Colonel in June 1961 and I think he may have
been promoted to Colonel in charge of District Four [9 schools] and Larry Meyers
took over as LTC in charge of Taft. Then Michael Fisher as a LTC, with Dave
Barth as a Major. I took over as a Lieutenant Colonel, but at this picture was
promoted to Colonel, joining the City Corps Staff as its Commander responsible
for all 38 public high schools. I was distressed to see Taft's involvement reduced
to the rank of Major. I had no idea names were placed on the scabbard.
My friends in Houston are amazed that we have such a strong following of a high
school alumni association and, of course are equally astounded at what close
contact the elementary schools have, considering the size of Chicago. We really
grew up in a unique time and an ideal place; a small town environment we fondly
remember at 'neighborhoods'. With the transient society, that's a rare and
wonderful memory."
Art Tavardian, Taft HS Principal is looking into where the sword and cap that have
been recovered can be safely displayed. As the sword is a weapon, there is
concern about keeping it properly secured. Tom Holler (class of 1972) has offered
to pay for three additional names of the last officers that are missing from the
sword returned to us.

2nd ROTC picture is on page 2

Taft Class Reunions
January 1965
Date: November 5,2005
Place: Basta Pasta, Edison Park
Contact: Lee Marsh - (847) 359-1115
(Immarsh14@yahoo.com) or Bob Johnson - (847)
870-7047 (Rbengrguy@aol.com)
January/June 1956
Date: September 8,2006
Place: The Wellington/ Arlington Hts
Contact: Judy (Herud) Nelson
heyjudefromil@webtv.net
1995
Date: Spring 2006
Place: To be determined
Contact: Reunions, Ltd 847-295-1130 or
reunionsltd.com. Also Maggie Matos at
maggiematos@yahoo.com
All Taft Classes - 4th Annual Reunion Picnic
Date: Sunday, February 26, 2006
Place: Ft. De Soto Park, St. Petersburg, FL Shelter
number 14 -11AM to 5PM (park phone number
(727) 582-2267)
Contact: Leon Kathan
117 Monte Real Blvd
Sebring, FL 33876-8056
(863) 655-4559 (leonkathan@yahoo.com)

Elementary School Reunions
1955 - Oriole Park Elementary School
Contact: Anne K. McManus - (630) 584-9194
50th Anniversary - Edison Park Elementary School
Date: 2005-2006 school year
Contact: Anne Calcagno (LSC representative)
5956 N. Kilpatrick Ave/Chicago, IL 60646 (773)
545-9245 or acalcagn@depaul.edu
They are seeking photos, class lists, memorabilia,
stories and contacts of anyone who went to Edison.

Second ROTC picture

Lost Classmates
Are you looking for old classmates you’ve lost touch
with? The Taft Alumni Association doesn't provide
names or addresses of alumni from our records other
than for legitimate class reunions. However, we will
help you in your search by publishing the name(s) in
this newsletter. If that party responds to us, we forward
that person's name and address to you.
The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name.
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni
Association c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr
Ave., Chicago IL 60631 or email us at
taftalum@cox.net.
This issue,
Ann (Marras) Dean is looking for information on Irene
Gomberg from the 1946 class.
Jerry Tapp is still looking for Bill Schneider, class of
1943 and Dan Schneider class of January 1945.
Contact Jerry at jtapp88@aol.com.
Jerry Bloom (TAA newsletter editor) received a call
recently from Terry Murphy, class of '48 who saw his
classmate's name in last issue's Class Notes. However,
the town mentioned for this person - Jack Bergren,
class of '48 is not on Terry's Florida map. We were able
to give him Jack's current zip code and email address
to get them connected again. Terry thanks us and
promises to get his renewal dues to us ASAP.

Is your E-mail address up to date?
We endeavor to share your email address for other
classmates to connect with you for various school
events. But, it doesn't work unless we have your latest
(correct) address.
You can register two email
addresses, or, for those folks who have a personal
website, they may also register their web address.
People who attended but didn’t graduate from Taft, or
who had many close friends at Taft, may list their email
addresses, as well, friends of Taft.
Be sure to connect with our E-mail coordinator Paulette
English at eagleemail@taftalumni.org with any
additions or corrections.

New Members Wanted
The Taft Alumni Association is always looking for
alumni who are not currently members of our
Association. If you know anyone who came from Taft
and is not a member, please encourage him/her to join.
Send us their name and address (and the year of
graduation, if known) at:
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60631 or email us at taftalum@cox.net.
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CLASS NOTES
grandchildren and is a retired
state employee.

DON WILLIAMS
(JANUARY1947) MARRIED
CAROL (SCHMELZLE)
BETTY (SHULTZ)
(JANUARY 1949), Don
DORNETTE (JUNE 1945)
graduated from Northwestern BS
lives in Kensington, MD, has
1955, Kent College JD 1964,
2 children, 2 stepchildren, and
they live in Mt Prospect, IL,
10 grandchildren and is retired.
have 3 children, 10
BETTY LOU (OLSON)
DOROTHY (VODVARKA)
grandchildren and are retired.
BUKOWSKI (JUNE 1942) lives
HINCKS (JUNE 1945)
MARILYN (ELLIS) BURY
in Tucson, AZ, has 4 children, 4
graduated from CA State BA
(JANUARY 1947) graduated
grandchildren and is a
1982, lives in Yorba Linda, CA,
from Cornell BA, lives in Park
homemaker.
and is retired.
Forest, IL, has 2 children, 4
LUCILLE (ADAMS) COLSON
LORRAINE (BIXBY)
grandchildren and is retired.
(JUNE 1942) lives in Colorado
PETERSEN (JUNE 1945) lives
FREDERIC CONVILLE (JUNE
Springs, CO and is retired.
in Palm Bay, FL, has 6 children.
1947) graduated from Millikin
11 grandchildren, 11 great
DOROTHY (KRUEGER)
BA 1954, lives in Chicago, has 2
SMITH (JUNE 1942) graduated grandchildren and is retired.
children, 3 grandchildren and is
from Rutgers BA 1970, Southern
EDWIN SIENKJEWICZ (JUNE retired.
CT State MS Library Science,
1945) lives in Aurora, IL, has 2
ROBERT MUNSELL (JUNE
lives in Madison, CT, has 3
children, 5 grandchildren and is
1947) graduated from U of I BA
children, 1 grandchild and is a
retired.
1951, LLB 1954, lives in
retired public library director.
RICHARD WILLIAMS (JUNE Clearwater, FL, has 4 children,
RAY SWANSON (JUNE 1943)
1945) graduated from
10 grandchildren and is retired.
lives in St Charles, IL, has 2
Northwestern BS 1950, lives in
LIDIA (RIGONI) PIPER (JUNE
children, 2 grandchildren and is
Rolling Meadows, IL, has 2
1947) lives in Chicago, has 4
retired.
children, 7 grandchildren and is
children, who all graduated from
retired.
MARIAN (DORR) JINDRA
Taft, 7 grandchildren and is
(JUNE 1944) lives in Hoffman
BARBARA (LAWTON)
retired.
Estates, IL, has 4 children, 5
LOESCHEN (JANUARY 1946)
JEAN (TAPP) BEAL
grandchildren and is owner of
MARRIED WILLIAM
(JANUARY 1948) graduated
"Quality Tires".
(JANUARY 1944) lives in
from Cornell BA 1952, lives in
Sarasota, FL, has 3 children, 1
ROBERTA (KIRKPATRICK)
Penwater, MI, has 3 children, 3
grandchild
and
is
a
retired
PUTMAN (JUNE 1944)
grandchildren and is retired.
graduated from U of I BS 1948, model.
BETTE (WAGNER) HARDING
North Park AA 1946, lives in
ANN (MARRAS) DEAN (JUNE
(JANUARY 1948) graduated
New Smyrna Beach, FL, has 3
1946) lives in Rolling Meadows,
from De Paul BA 1956, Eastern
children and 4 grandchildren.
IL, has 5 children, 12
WA Med 1967, BA 1971, lives
grandchildren, and 18 great
NORMA (BRAWNER)
in Spokane, WA, has 3 children
grandchildren and is a
COOKSEY (JANUARY 1945)
and is a retired historian.
homemaker.
lives in Meridan, MS, has 3
CAROL (LARSON) LOEWchildren, 8 grandchildren and is
MARIJEAN (MEISNER) FLOM
KALBAS (JANUARY 1948)
retired.
(JUNE 1946) graduated from
lives in Twin Bridges, MT, has 4
HAROLD ALVIN (JUNE 1945) Lawrence BA 1950, lives in
children, 15 grandchildren and is
Minneapolis, MN, has 3
MARRIED NANCY
retired.
children, 8 grandchildren and is
(ANDERSON) (JANUARY
retired.
ROBERT SCHMIDT (JUNE
1949) he graduated from U of I
1948) lives in Buffalo Grove, IL,
BA 1950, they live in Grayslake,
BOB SODERHOLM (JUNE
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren
IL, have 4 children, 7
1946) lives in Anaheim, CA, has
and is retired.
grandchildren and are retired.
2 children, 6 grandchildren and
is retired.
DONALD THOMSON (JUNE
DORIS (JOHNSON) BAUER
1948) graduated from
(JUNE 1945) lives in McHenry,
MARILYN (ELLIS) BURY
Northwestern BS 1952, lives in
IL, has 2 children, 6
(JANUARY 1947) graduated
Huntley, IL, has 3 children, 5
grandchildren and is retired.
from Cornell BA, lives in Park
grandchildren and is retired.
Forest, IL, has 2 children, 4
JANE (GALITZ) DELANEY
grandchildren and is a retired
LOIS (SCHICK) GILFOY
(JUNE 1945) lives in Tucson,
teacher.
(JUNE 1949) lives in Fontana,
AZ, has 2 children, 4
WI has 8 children, 22

1940s
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grandchildren, 1 great grandchild
and is retired.
ELLEN (JANCI) URSIN (JUNE
1949) lives in Castle Rock, CO,
has 3 children, 6 grandchildren
and is retired.

1950s
CAROL (NORDENGREN)
LARSON (JANUARY 1950)
MARRIED ROBERT
(JANUARY 1950), they live in
Chicago, have 2 children, 3
grandchildren, Bob is retired and
Carol is a real estate agent.
HERBERT WERNER
(JANUARY 1950) graduated
from Northwestern BS 1953, U
of CA PhD 1964, lives in St
Louis, MO, has 2 children, 2
grandchildren and is a retired
professor.
RAYMOND FREDRICH (JUNE
1950) lives in Arlington Hts, IL
and Palm Harbor, FL, has 4
children, 8 grandchildren and is a
marketing engineer and real
estate broker.
JOHN PETERSEN (JUNE 1950)
lives in Niles, IL, has 5 children,
4 grandchildren and is a glazing
contractor.
DENNIS SCHACHNER (JUNE
1950) graduated from De Paul
BA, lives in Palatine, IL and is
retired.
JOANNE (CLOSSET)
STEINMETZ (JUNE 1950) lives
in Crystal Lake, IL, has 5
children, 5 grandchildren and is
retired.
JOHN NELSON (JANUARY
1951) lives in Schaumburg, IL,
has 4 children, 6 grandchildren
and is retired.
NANCY (ZETTERBERG)
HUFF (JUNE 1951) lives in
Elgin, IL, has 3 children, 2
grandchildren and is retired.
JEAN (RHODES) JOHNSON
(JUNE 1951) lives in
Northbrook, IL, has 2 children, 3
grandchildren and is in sales.
CHARLES KEATON (JUNE
1951) graduated from U of I BS
1955, lives in Indianapolis, IN,
has 3 children and is retired.
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JOHN PASZKTET (JUNE
1951) lives in Fayetteville, AR,
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren
and is retired.

children, 5 grandchildren and is
retired.

DOROTHY (ALMQUIST)
ENGQUIST (JUNE 1956)
graduated from Wesley
MEL CHRISTENSEN (JUNE
Memorial Hospital RN 1959,
1954) graduated from Nat'l Louis
lives in Downers Grove, IL, has
JANE (LA MARCHE) ADAIR
BS 1995, lives in Spring Grove,
3 children, 5 grandchildren and
(JANUARY 1952) graduated
IL, has 3 children, 1 grandchild
is an RN.
from Beloit BA 1956, U of FL
and is a professional fisherman.
MA 1960, U of UT PhD 1980,
DONALD OSMOLAK (JUNE
GARY MEDE (JUNE 1954)
lives in Sun City Center, FL, has
1956) lives in Sanford, NC, has 3
MARRIED ELEANOR
4 children, 7 grandchildren and
children, 3 grandchildren and is
(KUEHN) (JUNE 1956), Gary
is retired.
retired.
graduated from Denver BSBA
JOYCE (CHRISTENSEN)
1959, U of I MS 1965, Eleanor
BRUCE WEINWURM (JUNE
JOHNSON (JUNE 1952) lives in graduated from IL State BA
1956) graduated from St Olaf
Niles, IL, has 2 children, who
1986, MS 1989, they live in
BA 1960, Loyola MBA 1976,
also graduated from Taft, 5
Normal, IL, have 3 children, 3
lives in Middletown, NJ, has 2
grandchildren and is a
grandchildren and are retired.
children and is retired.
receptionist.
ELLEN (FRISEN) SCHADEN
BRUCE TOWNSAGER
LOUISE (VAN DEMERKT)
(JUNE 1954) lives in Morton
(JANUARY 1957) graduated
LOWRY (JUNE 1952) lives in
Grove, IL, has 2 children, 6
from IIT BS 1975, lives in
Mundelein, IL, has 3 children, 10 grandchildren and is retired.
Barrington, IL, has 2 children
grandchildren and is retired.
and is in sales.
RAY WHITEHEAD (JUNE
JOSEPH SERRA (JUNE 1952)
1954) graduated from De Paul
PAUL BRIGANTE (JUNE
lives in Huntley, IL, has 2
Med 1985, U of I Med 1968,
1957) MARRIED SANDRA
children, 5 grandchildren, 1 great EOD 1974, lives in Marietta, SC, (PAVLIK) (JUNE 1958), they
grandchild and is the owner of
has 3 children, 5 grandchildren
live in Wheeling, IL, have 1
Serra Temp Control
and is retired.
child, 5 grandchildren and Paul
is Corp Chef Turano Baking.
THOMAS MUELLER
KATHLEEN (MILLER) DASS
(JANUARY 1953) lives in
(JANUARY 1955) lives in
GEORGE MOHN (JUNE 1957)
Chicago, has 3 children, 4
Wonder Lake, IL, has 6 children, graduated IL State BA, U of I
grandchildren and is a retired
9 grandchildren and is retired.
MA, lives in South Elgin, IL, has
Chicago Police Officer.
3 children and is a teacher.
WALTER CUYER (JANUARY
CHARLES SCHROEDER
1955) graduated from U of IBS
CAROLYN (HEINE)
(JUNE 1953) graduated from U 1959, U of Chicago MBA 1969, WALTERS (JUNE 1957) lives
of I BS Civil Engr. MS Admin,
CAP 1967, lives in Arlington
in Aurora, IL, has 3 children, 5
Science, lives in Bensenville, IL, Hts, IL, has 4 children, 5
grandchildren and is retired.
has 6 children, 8 grandchildren
grandchildren and is retired.
PRISCILLA (DECK)
and is retired.
JON ZIMMER (JUNE 1955)
WOODWORTH (JUNE 1957)
PAUL GERHARDT
MARRIED CAROLE
lives in Des Plaines, IL, has 4
(JANUARY 1954) MARRIED
(KLEIHAUER) (JUNE 1958),
children, 7 grandchildren and is
BARBARA (PETERSON)
he graduated from U of I BS
retired.
(JUNE 1956), Paul graduated
1961, Carole graduated from
JAMES DAVY (JANUARY
from U of CO BA 1958, they
Mac Murray College BA 1962,
1958) MARRIED LINDA
live in Osprey, FL, have 2
Nat'l MBA 1981, they live in
(JUNE 1960), he graduated from
children, 2 grandchildren and are Elmhurst, IL, have 2 children, 4
Coe College BA 1962, they live
retired.
grandchildren. Jon is a research
in Frankfort, IN, have 3 children,
chemist and Carole is a
WAYNE GREENE (JANUARY
6 grandchildren and are retired.
kindergarten teacher.
1954) lives hi Ft Collin, CO, has
KAREN (DRINAN) JOHNSON
5 children, 2 grandchildren and
GERALD WOLF (JANUARY
(JANUARY 1958) graduated
is retired.
1956) lives in Dolores, CO, has 2
from Triton AAS 1977, Harper
children, 5 grandchildren and is
WILLIAM ANTKOWIAK
AA 1984, lives in Schaumburg,
retired.
(JUNE 1954) lives in Mesa, AZ,
IL, has 6 children, 14
has 3 children, 6 grandchildren
BARBARA (RUHNKE)
grandchildren and is an x-ray
and is retired.
DRUMMER, JUNE 1956) lives tech.
in Kemah, TX, has 3 children, 6
TONA (MADSEN)
MARY (HUGHES) KOBER
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild
BLOOMSTER (JUNE 1954)
(JANUARY 1958) graduated
and is a receptionist at U of
graduated from MI State BA
from Knox College BA 1962,
Houston.
1958, lives in Pasco, WA, has 2
lives in Zion, IL, has 3 children,
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1 grandchild and is a music
teacher.
CAROL (BRUNS) ANDERSON
(JUNE 1958) lives in Yucaipa,
CA, has 1 child, 1 grandchild
and is retired.
BRUCE ENGLAND
(JANUARY 1959) lives in
Merrimac, WI, has 6 children, 3
grandsons and is a financial
representative.
ROLF KOLCONAY (JUNE
1959) graduated from Monmouth College 1963, lives in
Charleston, SC, has 2 children
and is in advertising.
ANNE (FEAR) MC MANUS
(JUNE 1959) lives in St Charles,
IL, has 2 children, 2
grandchildren and is retired.
KELSEY PETERSON (JUNE
1959) graduated from U of MI
pre-med 1963, U of I MD 1967,
lives in Huntington beach, CA,
has 5 children, 1 grandchild and
is a retired orthopedic surgeon.
SUSAN (HARVEY) WOOD
(JUNE 1959) lives in Elk Grove,
IL, has 3 children, 4
grandchildren and is an accounts
receivable manager.

1960s
KEN STEINER (JANUARY
1960) graduated from
Northwestern BSEE 1965, lives
in Palatine, IL, has 2 children, 3
grandchildren and is an electrical
engineer.
KAREN (PLODZIEN)
BEATTY (JUNE 1960) lives in
Carpentersville, IL, has 4
children, 6 grandchildren and is
retired.
ROSEMAREY (CHUDZINSKI)
NOVAK (JUNE 1960) lives in
High Ridge, MO, has 3 children,
2 grandchildren and is a
homemaker.
EUGENE PHILLIP (JUNE
1960) graduated from IIT BSEE
1967, lives in Great Falls, VA
and is retired.
CAROL (STEINKE)
KNUTSON (JANUARY 1961)
graduated from St Olaf BA 1965,
lives in Iowa City, IA, has 3
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children, 10 grandchildren and is
a teacher and realtor.
AL MAC FARLANE
(JANUARY 1961) graduated
from U of Louisville BS 1966,
lives in North Barrington, IL and
is the owner of Splinters Sports
Bar in Palatine, IL.
EVA REE (TYMITZ) GALKA
(JUNE 1961) lives in Oakland,
CA, has 3 children and is a
homemaker/new born foster
mother.
KAREN (GIBBONS) BLADO
(JUNE 1962) graduated from U
of I BS 1966, U of CT JD 1980,
lives in Savannah, GA, has 2
children, 1 grandchild and is a
retired attorney.
DARLA (BLOCKS) MC
BURNEY (JUNE 1962)
graduated from Purdue BA 1966,
John Hopkins MLA 1975, lives
in Atlanta, GA, has 6 children, 5
grandchildren and is an interior
designer.
JOHN ALLEY (JANUARY
1963) lives in Green Valley, AZ,
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren
and is retired.
JAY HOGG (JANUARY 1963)
MARRIED DEBBIE
(PEINERT) (JUNE 1962), they
live in Sleepy Hollow, IL, have 4
children, Jay is a sales rep and
Debbie is a finance assistant.
WAYNE ANDERSEN (JUNE
1963) graduated from Harvard
BA 1967, U of I JD 1970 and is
a district judge.
PAUL HERRMANN (JUNE
1963) graduated from Wartborg
College BA 1967, lives in Sun
City, AZ, has 4 children and is
retired.
DON WILCOX (JUNE 1963)
graduated from Trinity College
1967, U of FL Law School 1973,
lives in Valrico, FL, has 1
children, 1 grandchild and is an
assistant state's attorney.
MEL CHRISTENSEN (JUNE
1964) graduated from Nat’l
Louis BS 1995, lives in Spring
Grove, IL, has 3 children, 1
grandchild and is a professional
fisherman.
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DIANE (GRUDZIEN) HART
(JUNE 1964) lives in Clemson,
SC, has 3 grandchildren and is a
HR coordinator.
HOLLY (FAGERMAN)
MORAN (JUNE 1964)
graduated from Valparaiso MS,
Northeastern MA, lives in
Chicago, has 2 children and is a
retired teacher, now an At Risk
Aid for school district 59.
DANIEL NOON (JUNE 1964)
lives in Chicago, a retired
Detective for Chicago PD, now
an investigator for Cook County
States Attorney.
MICHAEL PARQUETTE
(JUNE 1964) lives in Wonder
Lake, IL, has 2 children and is a
technician.

operations security rep for
United.
SUSAN (STRANKOWSKI)
FULLER (JUNE 1967) lives in
Aurora, IL, has 3 children and is
an office manager.
GEORGE GAUDIO (JUNE
1967) graduated from Loyola
BBA, lives in St Joseph, MI, has
4 children and is in
telecommunications.
KATHIE (YEHLING) HABER
(1967) graduated from
Northeastern BA, lives in
Petersburg, TN, has 1 child and
is a retired teacher now breeds
Alpacas and Llamas.

KATHERINE (REEG) KARCH
(1969) graduated from Western
IL BA 1995, Bethel U MA Div
2004, lives in Arlington Hts, IL,
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren
and is Pastor at Edison Park
Community Church.

1970s
JUDY JACOBSEN (1970)
MARRIED LE ROY NEGA
(1969), they live in Hawthorn
Woods, IL, have 1 children and
she is retired.
CATHERINE (JOST) KANE
(1970) lives in Crystal Lake, IL,
has 2 children and is a
homemaker.

FRANK LEBER (JUNE 1967)
BARBARA (PRACHT)
lives in McHenry, IL, has 4
QUEALY (1971) lives in Carol
children, 2 grandchildren and is a
Stream, IL, has 2 children and is
PETER EBNER (JANUARY
mail carrier.
a homemaker.
1965) graduated from U of I BS
TINA (NELSON)
MITCHELL WHITE (1971)
1969, Northern MS, lives in
PORTERFELD (JUNE 1967)
lives in Naperville, IL, has 2
Glendale Hts, IL, has 3 children
graduated from U of I BS 1971,
children and is retired.
and is retired.
lives in Hinsdale, IL, has 2
JAN (CRAMER) GRANA
SHARON (WAYER)
children and is a real estate
(1972) graduated from Triton AS
WOLANIK (JUNE 1965) lives
broker.
1978, Northeastern BA 1989, U
in Schaumburg, IL, has 2
SUSAN (ROCCHI) BRUETT
of I PhD 1999, lives in Prospect
children, 1 grandchild and is in
(1968) graduated from SIU BS
Hts, IL, has 2 children and is a
payroll accounting for the
1972, U of I MS 1987, lives in
physics professor.
Village of Schaumburg.
Libertyville, IL, has 2 children
LYNN (DEUTER) GAZIANO
JANET (POZIWILKO)
and is a teacher.
(1973) lives in Mt Prospect, IL,
JABLON (JUNE 1966),
CHERYL (BRANDT) MC
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren
MARRIED RON (JUNE 1962),
CAUSLIN (1968) lives in Lake
and is a HS athletic director.
they live in Park Ridge, IL and
Villa, IL, has 3 children, 1
have 2 children.
RITA (PORUKS) WEBBER
grandchild and is in retail sales.
(1974) graduated from Nat'l U of
PATTI (ZOWAL) KALESZ
SUSAN (HECKEL) SIECK
San Diego BS 1986, LA Mission
(JUNE 1966) lives in Phoenix,
(1968) lives in Shreveport, LA,
College LPN 2003, lives in
AZ and has 1 child.
has 2 children, is a Montessori
Bakersfield, CA, has 1 child and
ALAN NELSON (JUNE 1966)
teacher and breeds and shows
is an LPN.
MARRIED AUDREY
Great Danes.
SUSAN (HOWE) KELLNER
(JOHNSON) (JUNE 1966), he
JUNE (JOHNSON) ZAND
(1975) graduated from Elmhurst
graduated from SIU BS 1970, De
(JUNE 1968) lives in Inverness,
College BSN 1981, lives in Park
Paul MS 1978, CPA 1979,
IL, has 2 children and is an
Ridge, IL, has 3 children and is a
Audrey graduated from Mankato
office manager.
nurse.
State BS 1970, they live in
Carmel, IN, have 3 children, she SUSAN (DOBBERTIN)
NANCY (SZENDA) O'BRIEN
is a housewife, Alan is treasurer ASLETT (1969) lives in Russell,
(1975) lives in Niles, IL, has 3
IL, has 3 children and is a rural
of Clarian Health.
children and is a housewife.
postal carrier and wildlife
LINDA (KELLY) SAK (JUNE
JAMIE (MOFFAT) PASTWA
rescuer.
1966) graduated from
(1975) graduated from IL State
IRV KAAGE(1969) MARRIED
Northeastern BA 1993, MA
1979, Northeastern 1985, lives in
1995, lives in Palatine, IL, has 2 LAUREL (THOREN) (1969), he
Orion, MI and is a teacher.
graduated
from
Lakeland
BA
girls, 3 grandchildren and is a
SHARON (PODER) PORTER
1973, they live in Park Ridge,
special ed teacher in Elgin, IL.
(1977) graduated from
IL, have 3 children, 2
SANDIE (STEWART)
grandchildren, Irv is president of Northeastern BA 1980, U of
TEPSICK (JUNE 1966) lives in
Chicago MBA 1990, lives in
Transor Filter.
Algonquin, IL and is an
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Park Ridge, IL and has 3
children.
ANN (WOJTOWICZ)
SOMMER (JUNE 1977)
graduated from Northeastern BA
1981, lives in Marseilles, IL, has
2 children and is a teacher.

1980s
LISA (LICCIARDI) MEDINA
(1985) graduated from UIC BA
1988, MA 1990, lives in Las
Vegas, NV, has 3 children and is
a Principal.

BETH KOENIG (1988)
graduated from Wright AA
1992, Morehead State BA 1993,
lives in Chicago and is a
consumer relations manager for
Walgreen’s.

JOSEPH PISTILLI (1988)
graduated from De Vry 2002,
now attending IL Institute of Art
and is a network tech.

In Our Memories
Agnes Quinn, retired teacher/librarian at Taft in the
50s and 60s died May 11, 2005.
Alice (Petersen) Humlie, class of 1943, died in
September 2004.
Oliver Todd, class of June 1943 died on October 2,
2005.
John Jindra, class of June 1945 died November 11,
2004.
Dorothy (Schnur) Schmidt, class of June 1945,
died on November 12, 2004.
Jean (Altman) Serra, class of 1947, passed away
on January 26, 2005 from complications of a stroke
Mary (Serchuck) Slavik, class of 1954 died April
and congestive heart failure. Jean worked on many
10, 2005.
of the class of 47 reunion committees.
Marilyn (Clauson) Newell, class of June 1954 died
Gerry (Norton) Petterson, class of June 1947, died
of cancer June 2004.
in November 2003.
Frederick Steiner, class of June 1955 died April 5,
Grace (Hanson) Gowman, class of June 1948, died
2005 after a short illness.
in March 2005.
Lawrence (Larry) Foerster, class of 1958, passed
Donald Hanson, class of 1948 died on March 21,
away on September 2, 2005. He lived in Elgin IL and
2005 from cancer.
was retired. He was brother to Lynn (Foerster)
William Steinmetz, class of June 1948, died in
Nelles.
November 1997.
Darcy (Gallaher) Gaffigan, class of June 1961,
Ruth (Ullsberger) Wunder, class of June 1948,
passed away August 2, 2005 in her home in Baton
died in March 2005.
Rouge, LA from pancreatic cancer.
Mary Ann (Allen) Lowry, class of June 1949 died
Kathie (Bach) Moczamey, class of June 1968, died
June 20, 2005.
on May 3, 2005 of complications due to poor health.
Thomas Tatge, class of June 1950 died November
Thomas Surman, class of 1970 died November 11,
24, 2003.
2004.
Dorothy (Dottie Johnson) Seeling, Class of
January 1951 died May 10, 2005. She was the sister
of Walter Johnson, Class of June 1955.
Editors Note: There are many other Taft memorials listed on the Taft Alumni Association website.
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Friends,

Hi,

Enclosed find my order and check for a January 1953
yearbook. I've been waiting a long time for one to be
available.

I really enjoyed the article about our beloved Hub Roller
Rink! That skating rink was the center of so many good
times on the weekends, and that pipe organ was a blast
from the past in memories.

I lived in the same house and attended the Norwood
Park Schools from first grade though the middle of my
senor year at Taft. Then after my Father's death, we
moved!!
I still have many friends from high school days and will
be so happy to have the yearbook I never received.
Thanks for your great Newsletter and for the many
ways you help keep happy memories alive.
Jeanette (Huntman) Sutfin
(January 1953)
Wayne Mounsey, Norwood Park Drum and Bugle
Corps alumnus, is showing off his NORWOOD
alumni shirt recently just prior to DCI Finals! These
shirts were a big hit at the show!
Wayne thanks all who helped connect him with
former Corps friends and said," People have been
very nice to a Schurz graduate. It is much
appreciated."

I remember skating forwards and all the great skaters
were going backwards in the middle circle. I even met
my husband of 25 years there. He went to Gordon
Tech.
Oh well, those were the good old times 30 years ago. I
only wish there was a place like that here today for our
children to enjoy too.
Nancy (Szenda) O’Brien (1975)
Dear Kay,
Thought you and Taft Alumni might be interested in
the goings on class of January 1953. Phyllis (Geisert)
Umphres is a volunteer guide at the Reagan Library in
Simi Valley CA and my wife Susan and I would be
there on Saturday April 23, 2005 so I contacted her
about coming to the Library. John and Barb La Gorio
were also in CA to visit their daughter Lisa over the
same weekend so the said they would like to visit the
Library also. Bud and Marcia Wrisley live near San
Diego and they too said it would be great to see the
Library and other 1953 classmates. We all got
together and Phyllis gave us a fantastic private tour
and afterwards we went back to her condo for great
conversation and a terrific dinner (prepared by
husband Wally). It was a fantastic day.
H. Paul Rebscher (January 1953)

Dear Jerry
I would like to say a very special THANKS to everyone
that helped in anyway with the Victims of Hurricane
Katrina. We had a power crew working on our lines
from Tipton, MO. I’m sure Illinois had some in this
area also.
I have been in Mississippi for nearly 60 yrs now and we
watched as Camille hit the Mississippi Gulf Coast and
move inland to the Meridian area but it was nothing to
compare with Katrina. We were lucky we only lost our
power for 6 days. Some are still without it
Once again THANKS to everyone for their help.
Norma Cooksey (January 1945)
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Left to right: John La Gorio, wife Barbara, Phyllis (Geisert)
Umphres, Susan Rebscher, Paul Rebscher, Bud Wrisley,
Marcia (Lien) Wrisley
To: Kay Kuciak, Frank Heyer and all the loyal dedicated
staff of the “Taft Newsletter”,
From: Irene (Wells) Butler King, class of 1941
Every issue grows better and more and more
interesting. Who would have thought our Alumni would
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be so widespread and full of fascinating history? Your
efforts have paid off more than we could have imagined
or anticipated. My personal history goes back to 1941
as a Taftite, I’m swiftly becoming one of the “elders” but
when I read the “Taft Newsletter” I feel somewhat like I
belong, again.
Thank you, again, for your fine work and wonderful
publication.
Dear Kay,
It was such a flash back to see the names of Rick
Winge (who I had a crush on), Mike Costanso and Gary
Richert in the summer Newsletter. As a lowly
freshman, I was on the make up crew under the
supervision of Judy Zajak for “Guys & Dolls”.
I know I have the program still somewhere in my closet
with a McDonalds order written on the back cover for us
to get the “stars” food. Its nice to hear about people
you remember from the past. I’m sure they don’t
remember me, but I remember having a blast during
that play. After all we got to go to the big building
instead of the branch.
That play started me in other plays at school and to do
“Theatre on the Lake” with Ron Dluger after graduation.
Thank you for bringing up such wonderful memories. I
have gotten over Rick and have been married for 28
years and have two wonderful sons. Good luck to all
the wedding party.
Suzanne (Kulak) Guiglio class of 1973

Norwood Park Historical Society
Taft HS Exhibit
The Norwood Park Historical Society announces a
new exhibit entitled “William Howard Taft High
School-Its First 65 Years.” In 2004, Taft High School
celebrated its 65th anniversary. In honor of that
event, the Taft Alumni Association created a series of
display boards, which depict the school’s
construction and expansion and memorable events,
faculty and students. These story boards, originally
on display at Taft during its anniversary celebration,
have been loaned to the Society and will be on
display at the Noble-Seymour-Crippen House until
mid-November 2005. This is a wonderful opportunity
to learn about Taft High School or relive old
memories.
This exhibit is open to the public.
Donations will be gladly accepted.
The Noble-Seymour-Crippen House, headquarters of
the Norwood Park Historical Society, is located at
5624 N. Newark Avenue in Chicago. Museum hours
are Saturdays, noon to 4:00 pm, or by appointment.
If you have a large group, please call ahead. For
additional information, please call the Society at
773/631-4633.
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Do You Remember?
By Juanita Amado Phillips (1958)
We went to school each day by bus. You could obtain
a bus pass from your homeroom teacher each
semester that would allow you to take the bus for ten
cents a ride. Parking a car was for faculty only and if
you were lucky enough to drive a car, you had to
register it with Mr. Miller and park it on the street.
Twice a month on a Friday night, there was a dance
held in the gym. There were dance instructions from
7:30 to 8:30 and General Dancing was from 8:30 to
11:45 p.m. The cost was $.50. Girls were to wear
ordinary street dresses, no slacks or jeans. The boys
were to wear suit coats and ties. If you were to go to
the “show”, you would go to the Times Theater or the
Gateway Theater in Jefferson Park or the Pickwick
Theater in Park Ridge. There was an Outdoor Theater
at Harlem and Irving. The Hub Roller Rink was a
popular place to go as well as Riverview, where if you
went on certain days, the rides were only five cents.
Pizza was very popular then as it is now. Favorites
were Orsi’s in Edison Park, Canale’s on Higgins Road
near Harlem, El Centro at Elston and Central and
Brigante’s Salad Bowl on Harlem at Belmont. If you
wanted a hot dog or hamburger, our Arnold’s was
Super Dawg at Nagle and Milwaukee, which is still
there.
We listened to music by Elvis Presley, Pat Boone,
Kingston Trio, the Four Lads, Four Aces, etc. and we
heard it on the Howard Miller radio show. The clothing
that the girls wore were felt shirts, white bucks, saddle
shoes, peter pan collared blouses with a little bunch of
flowers pinned at the neck. We had scarves tied to our
pony tails. The guys would have crew cuts, or DA’s,
draped pants, box-toes shoes, pink shirts with T.C.
collars and skinny ties. They also wore white bucks
and, if they were not going with a particular girl, they
wore their letterman’s sweater or she may be wearing
it.
You took an active part during high school by being a
part of sports, cheerleading or R.O.T.C., French,
German or Spanish clubs, drama, chorus, orchestra
and band, chess science or inventors clubs, or worked
on the Taft Trib, at the Box Office, the Aerie (yearbook)
or be a teacher’s helper. Several worked as hall guards
or in the lunchroom.
The “TAFT CODE” was presented to help smooth the
way of life in the area where student, teachers, and
parents meet – that they may do the right thing at the
right time and in the right way. DO YOU REMEMBER
THAT?
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Boy, Were we Lucky!

Mom used to defrost hamburger on the counter AND I
used to eat it raw sometimes too, but I can’t remember
getting E-coli.

I must be repressing that memory as I try to rationalize
through the denial of the dangers could have befallen us
as we trekked off each day about a mile down the road to
some guy’s vacant lot, built forts out of branches and
pieces of plywood, made trails, and fought over who got to
be the Lone Ranger. What was that property owner
thinking, letting us play on that lot. He should have been
locked up for not putting up a fence around the property,
complete with a self-closing gate and an infrared intruder
alarm.

We had no childproof lids on medicine bottles, doors, or
cabinets, and when we rode our bikes we had no helmets.

Oh yeah… and where was the Benadryl and sterilization
kit when I got that bee sting? I could have been killed!

We played with toy guns, cowboys and Indians, Army,
cops and robbers, and used our fingers to simulate guns
when the toy ones or my BB gun was not available.

We played king of the hill on piles of gravel left on vacant
construction sites and when we got hurt, Mom pulled out
the 48-cent bottle of mercurochrome and then we got our
butt spanked. Now it’s a trip to the emergency room,
followed by a 10-day dose of a $49 bottle of antibiotics and
then Mom calls the attorney to sue the contractor for
leaving a horribly vicious pile of gravel where it was such a
threat.

We received this article recently from a friend on the
Internet, and wanted to pass on to you. Although it helps
us remember a time BEFORE high school, the memories
are still fun.
Looking back, it’s hard to believe that we have lived as
long as we have…

Some students weren’t as smart as others or didn’t work
hard so they failed a grade and were held back to repeat
the same grade. That generation produced some of the
greatest risk-takers and problem solvers. We had the
freedom, failure, success and responsibility, and we
learned how to deal with it all.
Almost all of us would have rather gone swimming in the
lake instead of a pristine pool (talk about boring), the term
cell phone would have conjured up a phone in a jail cell,
and a pager was the school PA system.
We all took gym, not PE… and risked permanent injury
with a pair of high top Ked’s (only worn in gym) instead of
having cross-training athletic shoes with air cushion soles
and built in light reflectors. I can’t recall any injuries but
they must have happened because they tell us how much
safer we are now. Flunking gym was not an option… even
for stupid kids! I guess PE must be much harder than
gym.
Every year, someone taught the whole school a lesson by
running in the halls with leather soles on linoleum tile and
hitting the wet spot. How much better off would we be
today if we only knew we could have sued the school
system.
Speaking of school, we all said prayers and the pledge
and stayed in detention after school and caught all sorts of
negative attention for the next two weeks. We must have
had horribly damaged psyches.
I can’t understand it. Schools didn’t offer 14 year olds an
abortion or condoms (we wouldn’t have known what either
was anyway) but they did give us a couple of aspirin and
cough syrup if we started getting the sniffles.
What an archaic health system we had then. Remember
school nurses? Ours wore a hat and everything.
I thought that I was supposed to accomplish something
before I was allowed to be proud of myself.
I just can’t recall how bored we were without computers,
PlayStation, Nintendo, X-box or 270 digital cable stations.

Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2005

We didn’t act up at the neighbor’s house either because if
we did, we got our butt spanked (physical abuse).. and
then we got our butt spanked again when we got home.
Mom invited the door-to-door salesman inside for coffee,
kids choked down the dust from the gravel driveway while
playing with Tonka trucks (remember why Tonka trucks
were made tough… it wasn’t so that they could take the
rough berber in the family room, and Dad drove a car with
leaded gas.
Our music had to be left inside when we went out to play
and I am sure that I nearly exhausted my imagination a
couple of times when we went on two week vacations. I
should probably sue the folks now for the danger they put
us in when we all slept in campgrounds in the family tent.
Summers were spent behind the push lawnmower and I
didn’t even know that mowers came with motors until I was
13 and we got one without an automatic blade-stop or an
auto-drive. How sick were my parents?
Of course my parents weren’t the only psychos. I recall
Donny Reynolds from next-door coming over and doing
his tricks on the front stoop just before he fell off. Little did
his Mom know that she could have owned our house.
Instead she picked him up and swatted him for being such
a goof. It was a neighborhood run amuck.
To top it off, not a single person I knew had ever been told
that they were from a dysfunctional family. How could we
possibly have know that we needed to get into group
therapy and anger management classes? We were
obviously so duped by so many societal ills, that we didn’t
even notice that the entire country wasn’t taking Prozac!
How did we survive?
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TAFT Alumni Bargains
Static Window Stickers: $3.00 ea. (Plus $1 S/H)
"Taft High School - You Cant Hide Eagle Pride" (Profits
go to the Taft Athletic Department)
T-Shirts: $10 each (XXL & XXXL - $12 each)
Light gray with NEW Eagle logo silk-screened in blue.
Sizes - Medium through XXXL
Baseball Caps: $15 each
Royal Blue with NEW Eagle logo in gray/black stitched
emblem on front Adjustable buckle tab - one size fits
most.

TAFT Alumni Order Form
Quantity Description
Ordered

Price Extended
Price

_______ _________________ _____ _______
_______ _________________ _____ _______
_______ _________________ _____ _______
+ 6.00 postage/handling
TOTAL Enclosed $___________________

Jackets: $30.00 each
Special purchase blue nylon windbreakers with a white
flannel lining and snap front with a drawstring bottom.
The silver emblem on the left breast area reads "TAFT
HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI" with an eagle in the center:
M (38-40), L (42-44) only - (XL SOLD OUT!)

Send check to: Taft Alumni Association
6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________

Yearbooks: Suggested donation $30

_______________________________________________

These yearbooks come from retired teachers or other
Alumni who wish to pass them on to someone who
have lost their collection, the later years came from Taft
where many extras were ordered, then not sold.

Phone _________________________________________

Thanks to all who have tried to replace their lost or
destroyed books. Currently, as of September 19th we
have the following books on hand: 1941 Jan (3), 1942
Jan (1), 1944 June (1), 1946 Jan (1) June (1), 1947 Jan
(1) June (1), 1950 Jan (2), 1953 June (1), 1958 Jan (1),
1966(1), 1967(1), 1971 (1), 1972(1), 1980(2), 1982(9),
1983(4), 1984(3), 1985 (26), 1986(55), 1987(85),
1990(49), 1991 (25), 1992 (134), 1993(4), 1994(48),
1995(186), 1996(65), 1997 (48), 1998 (153), 1999
(147), 2000 (349), 2001 (122), 2003 (17), 2004 (17) and
2005 (16).

Month/Year of Graduation _________________________

Dear Kay,
During our Alumni Board meeting, Kevin Krieger,
(1973) delivered an HP DesignJet 2500C wide format
printer/stand and print server to Taft as a donation,
courtesy of his employer, “Robin America, Inc.”. When
new, this printer was valued at $10,000. It is only a few
years old and is in like new condition, It will handle 48”
wide roll stock and can be sued in a Graphic Arts
program or a CAD/CAM program. Dr Tavardian
enthusiastically accepted the printer.

COMPUTER PROBLEM
Sorry this Newsletter is getting to you a little late. Jerry
had sent it to us for final additions and as we finished
putting them together our computer crashed and we
lost almost everything from the last 3 months. It took a
while to rebuild the files and the Newsletter but I think
it’s all under control now. Your expiration dates should
be fine but if you receive a duplicate copy or it was sent
to an address that you had already changed with us
please let me know. Use our email address which is
Taftalum@cox.net or mail directly to me at Taft Alumni
Association, 17667 N Estrella Vista Dr., Surprise, AZ
85374-6219.

General Board Meeting
On November 10,2005 at 7:30 P.M. will be the
general meeting of the Taft Alumni Association.
This meeting will be held in the multi-purpose
room, just west of the library. This meeting will
include the election of officers for our Alumni
board.
All are welcome to attend.

Thank You,
Kay Kuciak
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TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
APPLICATION FORM
Name

Maiden Name

Month & Year Graduated

Address (Home)

City

State

Zip

Address (Business)

City

State

Zip

Home Telephone No: (

)

E-mail Address

Name of Spouse

Year Married:

Number of Children:

Ages:

Number of Grandchildren:

College(s) Attended, Degree(s) Earned, Year of Graduation

Occupation:

Other Interests:

Other News or Information:

I am enclosing $___________ to defray newsletter cost.
I am enclosing $15. 00 for two-year membership.
I am enclosing $20. 00 for two-year Husband & Wife membership.
Return to: Taft Alumni Association

6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
Chicago IL 60631

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President:
Asst. to President
Vice-president:
2nd Vice President:
Secretary/Treasurer:
Directors:

Kay Kuciak (1963)
Frank Heyer (1948)
Jeraldene Bloom (1962)
Anne Lunde (1969)
Shirley DeWeese (1960)
Tom Kuciak (1962)
Joe Popp (1966)
Paulette English (1967)
Kevin Kreiger (1973)
Judi Lenihan (1973)
Barbara Rodriguez (1970)
Mike Hionis

Faculty Rep:
Newsletter Staff:
Editor - Jerry Bloom - (920) 743-8449
E-mail - jbbloom@sbcglobal.net
Assistants: Kay / Tom Kuciak - (623) 544-0226
E-mail - Taftalum@cox.net
Website Coordinator: Kevin Krieger

Autumn 2005

RENEW NOW !!
Look at your address label on the back of this page.
Check your year of graduation on the lower right
corner. Is it correct? The most important area is
here. This is also the area with the expiration date
of your current membership with the Taft Alumni
Association. If the date is close, the TIME is NOW
to sit down and write out a check for $15. Not one,
but TWO full years of newsletters with opportunities
to learn about classmates, reunions, school events
and alumni programs.
Be sure to use the
application below to fill in the latest updates in your
life.
The Taft Alumni Association publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter
quarterly. Send all general correspondence and changes of
address: Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60631 or
E-mail at Taftalum@cox.net
Website: http://www.taftalumni.org
Alumni Directory E-mail address: eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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