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Meet Your TAA Board of Directors – 2006 
 

 
 
Front Row:  Arlene Ware, Director (’60); Shirley DeWeese, Vice President-Treasurer (’60); Beth Charvat, 
Director (’67); Paulette English, Secretary-e-Mail Directory (’67);  Back Row:  Mike Hionis, Director-Faculty 
Representative (’68); Rich Lindberg, Director (’71); Frank Heyer, 2nd Vice President (’48); Faro Vitale, Direc-
tor (’71); Joe Popp, Director (’66);  Camera Shy:  Kay Kuciak, President (’62); Tom Kuciak, Director-
Newsletter Assistant; Kevin Krieger, Director-Webmaster (’73); Judi Lenihan, Director (’73); Jerry Bloom, 
Newsletter Editor (’62); Anne Lunde, Historian (’69) 
The TAA Board of Directors and ancillary members thought it was about time we introduced ourselves to 
you, the alumni we represent.  At our February 2, 2006 meeting, we took the opportunity to sit down and 
take a photo.  Anne Lunde was kind enough to volunteer to be photographer. 
You may wonder what the board actually does.  Meetings are held 4-5 times a year, while special commit-
tees, like the scholarship committee, meet as necessary.  Although the meetings are friendly and informal, 
we do follow rules of order and conduct business in an orderly fashion.   
Some of the board’s functions include awarding scholarships to deserving seniors, consideration of special 
requests by the school for services or equipment when their budget just won’t stretch, maintaining the offi-
cial TAA website (www.taftalumni.org), planning special events such as last year’s celebration of Taft’s 65th 
Anniversary.  Every five years, the board undertakes selection of inductees to the Taft Hall of Fame.  How-
ever, the heart and soul of the TAA is this very newsletter, mailed to you quarterly, where we all learn about 
our fellow alumni and what’s happening in and around the school and the old neighborhood. 
How can you join us?  You only need to express an interest in serving.  While officers are elected by board 
members for a two-year term, members-at-large may be appointed throughout the year.  We would love to 
see the younger classes represented to round out the membership.  If you are interested, please contact 
Shirley DeWeese (phone 847-885-8655 or e-mail jtdsad@earthlink.net) or me, Paulette English (phone 574-
210-0891 or e-mail pjzae@alumni.indiana.edu).  Next issue look for expanded biographies of our various 
board members, so you can get to know them better. 

http://www.taftalumni.org/
mailto:pjzae@alumni.indiana.edu


 
 

Taft Sports Report - Winter Season 
By Nick Nishibayashi, Taft Athletic Director 

Winter has ended and so has our winter sport season.  The winter season unfortunately was not 
as great as the fall.  I’m still encouraged by the drive and determination of our coaches in develop-
ing their programs. 
The wrestling team and 1st year coach Joe Kalady has a successful season finishing 14-3, and 
finishing 2nd in their conference to Amundsen by 1 point.  This was because we had 3 unfilled 
weight classes due to illness.  This is a program on the mend and the kids who participated did a 
wonderful job, only 1 out of 20 wrestlers had a losing record.  This year we almost 
doubled our participation from the past two years.  Wrestling is a team sport that 
depends on individual scores.  We finished 25th out of 43 in the City tournament 
with Dan Rodriguez finishing 6th, Kurt Norman 7th, Joe Kalady, Jr. 7th and 
Oscar Serrano 7th in their weight classes.  The team finished in 5th place at the 
state regionals placing 6 wrestlers into the sectionals.  Those six are Kurt 
Norman, Daniel Rodriguez, Ezel Hudson, Agustin Toscano, Oscar 
Serrano and Geoffrey Roden. 

Since making the elite 8 in the 2002-2003 season, our 
boy’s basketball team has been rebuilding.  The 2002-
2003 season was the last season the City champion had 
an automatic bid for the chance to go to the State tournament.  We have been at 
the 500 mark for the past couple years.  This year we finished 11-15 and finished 

in 4th place in conference.  We were a team marked with inconsistencies.  Six of 
the losses were less than 10 points and four under 4 points all because we were 

not able to finish.  Mistakes were made at the end, which forced us to foul to get the 
ball back and stop the clock.  The good news:  we placed three players on the all-
conference team:  Mahmoud Abdelfattah, Darrell Jones (Jr.) and Marvin Mu-
hammad. 
The girl’s basketball team was much the same as the boys.  They won their 

conference in the 2004-2005 season, 7-0 conference, 17-5 overall, and were 
rebuilding this year.  Though rebuilding they did very well finishing 3rd in conference 

7- 5 and 12-14 overall.  The best part of this is that it was done without any seniors.  
Coach Vidas had two of his players make all conference, Samantha Zalewski and 
Areana Harris. 

The boy’s swim team had a difficult task in matching their counterparts in the fall, finishing 1-8 in 
conference.  Although they had a tough conference finish they did well in the city swim meet fin-
ishing 16th overall.  Just as in wrestling team, scores are based on individuals, and due to the lack 
of participants the team had to forfeit a few events all season.  We are hoping to gain more ath-

letes next year to fill out the team.  Individuals who excelled this season and 
qualified for the city individual finals were Mark Gehrke, Pawel Jankowski 

and Kyle Nowack in the 200 free and Demetry Ogoltsev in the 200 
and the 500 free style events. 

The best part of the winter season was what our coaches have done to keep our athletes eligible.  
We had forty-seven STUDENT-ATHLETES with a 3.0 G.P.A. and four with a 4.0 G.P.A. or better. 
Thanks to Coaches:  Joe Kalady (wrestling), Nich Nishibayashi, Brett 
Nishibayashi, Dwayne Randolph and Ricardo Trujillo (basketball), Kirk 
Vidas, Sherrena Lewis and Leslie Williams (basketball) and Joe Wilson, 
Kathy Tomaras (swimming). 
Thank you alumni, for supporting your school.  
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Taft Class Reunions 
January 1946 
   Date:  September 8-9, 2006 
   Place:  Embassy Suites, Deerfield, IL 
   Contact:  Barbara Loeschen,  
  1822 Coquina Dr., Sarasota, FL  

34231 
       Or Sarasotabarb@WebTV.net 
 
June 1946 
   Date:  September 9, 2006 
   Place:  Embassy Suites, Deerfield 
   Contact:  Dolores Weeda,  

26984 Finley Ave.,  
Wyoming MN or 
weeda5216@aol.com 

 
June 1953 

 Cancelled due to lack of partipation     
   Contact: Frances Hughes  
 Bowlingbabe1@msn.com 
January/June 1956 
   Date:  September 8, 2006 
   Place:  The Wellington/ Arlington Hts 
   Contact: Judy (Herud) Nelson  
 858 Poplar Ln, Deerfield IL 60015 
 (847) 945-5523 
 heyjudefromil@webtv.net 
January 1957 - 50th reunion  
   Date:  May 4, 2007 
   Place:  Del Webb Sun City, Huntley Illinois 

 in Drendel Ballroom. 
   Contacts:   
      Leo Drummer - wilmaleo5@aol.com 
      Sandra (Hubenthal) Sams -

telsam@cox.net 
 Diane (Klier) Dierks - dierks@sbcglobal.net 
 Marilyn (Lane) Kellerman - 

mkells@sbcglobal.net 
     Ron Underwood runder-

wood1@earthlink.net  
 
1966 
   Date:  July 22, 2006 
   Place:  DoubleTree Hotel, Arlington Hts 
   Contact: Linda (Kelly) Sak  
 (847) 705-9808 (let ring 8 times for voice-

mail 
 lulusak@aol.com 
 

1973      – 33-1/3 Reunion Picnic 
   Date:  July 29, 2006 (rain or shine) 
 Noon to Dusk (sheltered pavilion) 
   Place:  Dam #4, Grove #2 – Rosemont, IL 
   Contact:  Mark Krejci (w) 734-586-5356 or  
 (h) 734-847-2402 
 Family welcome!  BYO Food/Drink  
 Plan on fun with volleyball, softball, etc. 
 
1995 
   Date:  Spring 2006 
   Place:  To be determined 
   Contact:  Reunions, Ltd. (847) 259-1130 or 
       www.Reunionsltd.com.   

or Maggie Matos at 
       maggiematos@yahoo.com 
All Taft Classes  - 5th Annual Reunion Picnic 
   Date:  Sunday, March 18, 2007 
   Place:  Ft. DeSoto Park, St. Petersburg, FL 
      Shelter number 14 - 11AM to 5PM 
      (park phone number (727) 582-2267) 
   Contact: Leon Kathan 
         117 Monte Real Blvd 
         Sebring, FL 33876-8056  
         (863) 655-4559 - leonkathan@yahoo.com 
 

Lost Classmates 
Are you looking for old classmates you’ve lost 
touch with?  We will help you in your search by 
publishing the name(s) in this newsletter.  If that 
party responds to us, we forward that person’s 
name and address to you. 
Send your request and/or response to Taft 
Alumni Association c/o Taft High School, 6530 
W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago IL 60631 or email 
us at taftalum@cox.net. The suggested donation 
for this service is $5 per name.  
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Taft Founders March 
 

(The Taft Loyalty Song) 
 

Written by band teacher 
 John C. Rapier 

 
Debuted March 8, 1940 at Taft’s of-

ficial dedication 
 

Dear Taft, you’ve our loyalty 
We’re yours to command 
In vict’ry or in defeat 
Our courage will stand 
We’ll fight for your fame 
To your name we’ll bring honor 
We’ll carry your standards 
Onward, upward to the sky. 
 
Go Taft, go!  Go Taft, go! 
Hit ‘em high!  Hit ‘em low! 
Go Taft, go! 
 
(Verse repeats) 

 
 
 
 

Taft’s Gold Star Honor Roll 
 
Two years ago we asked all who remember 
those Taft graduates or former students who 
died in service to their country.  This was in an-
ticipation of preparing a special book of names 
of honored students and faculty for the 65th an-
niversary of Taft’s founding. 
 
This list is still being assembled.  If you have 
names that should be included of those who 
died in service to their country, in these or other 
wars, please send details to us at Taftalum 
@cox.net or mail to the Alumni office at Taft HS, 
6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 60631. 
 

World War II 
Harry Althamar (June 1942) 
Frank Eager 
Jack Firth (June 1941) 
Herman Fischer 
Tom Flynn (June 1941) 
John Frey (January 1941) 
Richard Glauche (June 1941) 
Donald Grindle 
Bob Gulbranson (January 1941) 
Gordon Hanke (January 1944) 
Ray Hilgenberg (January 1944) 
Alan Hoff 
George Hopper (June 1942) 
Henry Jacoby (June 1941) 
Earle Karlsen (June 1942) 
Warren Knaus (June 1941) 
David Krutsch 
Richard Kofoed (January 1943) 
Walter Lahey (June 1942) 
Ernest Leason 
Bill Marum 
Howard Mathews (January 1944) 
Edwin Olsen 
Tom Orzada (June 1941) 
Kenneth Reinert (January 1944) 
Tom Schumacher (June 1943) 
James Smith (June 1941) 
Jim Srednicki (June 1943) 
 

Vietnam 
Dennis Jerome Fries 
Gregory Joseph Kasper 
Dale Alan Luster 
George Wehrheim (1969) 
 



 

 

1940s 

 VIVIAN (MORRIS) HORN 
(JANUARY 1941) lives in In-
gleside, IL, has twin daughters, 5 
grandchildren, and 4 great grand-
children and is retired. 
IRENE (WELLS) KING 
(JANUARY 1941) lives in 
Madison, WI, has 8 children, 10 
grandchildren and is retired. 
CHARLES (BUD) TRICK 
(JUNE 1941) graduated from 
Knox College BA 1946, U of 
MO MA 1948, lives in Cape 
Coral, FL, has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and is retired. 
LOIS (SOMMERFELD) 
SWANSON (JUNE 1942) lives 
in San Jose, CA, has 2 children 
and 3 grandchildren. 
ROBERT FLUM (JANUARY 
1944) graduated from Northern 
BS 1950, MS 1958, lives in Min-
eral Point, WI, has 8 children, 8 
grandchildren, 8 great grandchil-
dren and is retired. 
MARY ANN (COSCO) 
FREEMAN (JANUARY 1944) 
lives in Encinitas, CA, has 4 
children, 3 grandchildren and is a 
housewife. 
SHIRLEY (NANCARROW) 
WARNER (JUNE 1944) lives in 
Sandia Park, NM, has 4 children, 
9 grandchildren, 2 great grand-
children and is retired. 
PAUL ANDA (JANUARY 
1945) MARRIED CORINNE 
(LAUSCHKE) (JUNE 1945) 
they have 2 children, 2 grand-
children, live in Barrington, IL 
and Bradenton, FL. 
JACK RISTOW (JUNE 1945) 
lives in Arlington Hts, IL, sum-
mers in Door County, WI, has 3 
children, 8 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
RICHARD DALY (JANUARY 
1946) lives in Taylorsville, UT, 
has 4 children, 4 grandchildren, 
7 great grandchildren and is 
retired. 
PAT (DONKEL) HOOVER 
(JUNE 1946) graduated from U 
of I BS 1978, lives in Huntley, 
IL, has 5 children and 14 grand-
children. 

DOLORES (SHERMAN) 
WEEDA (JUNE 1946) gradu-
ated from Northwestern BS 
1950, Northeastern MA 1977, 
lives in Wyoming, MN, has 2 
children, 2 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
FAITH (METZLER) SEMLA 
(JANUARY 1947) graduated 
from IL College BA 1951, lives 
in Barrington, IL, has 2 children, 
3 grandchildren and is a “profes-
sional” volunteer. 
MARILYN (HAYOR) 
CICHOWSKI (JUNE 1947) 
LIVES IN Beverly Hills, FL, has 
3 children, 2 grandchildren, and 
2 great grandchildren and is 
retired. 
SHIRLEY (CLAUSON) 
MAHAFFEY (JUNE 1947) 
graduated from U of I BS 1953, 
AZ ST MS 1958, lives in Ur-
bana, IL and Sun City West, AZ, 
has 1 child, 3 grandchildren and 
is a retired teacher. 
ART BIESENTHAL 
(JANUARY 1948) graduated 
from St Norbert BA 1952, lives 
in Waukesha, WI, has 2 children, 
2 grandchildren and is retired. 
NORMA (RIGONI) EAKER 
(JUNE 1948) lives in Chicago, 
has 5 children, 9 grandchildren 
and is retired. 
TERRY MURPHY (JUNE 
1948) graduated from Lake For-
est College BA 1952, lives in 
The Villages, FL, has 6 children, 
15 grandchildren and is retired. 
MARILYN (FISCHER) PARKE 
(JUNE 1948) lives in Indio, CA 
and Hope, ID, has 3 children, 8 
grandchildren and is retired. 
DONALD SCHROEDER 
(JUNE 1948) MARRIED JOAN 
(KENT) (JUNE 1950), he gradu-
ated from IL State BS 1956, MS 
1958, they live in Bella Vista, 
AR, have 4 children, 8 grand-
children and are retired. 
MARY (FORSLAND) 
HARNER (JUNE 1949) gradu-
ated from Northwestern BS 
1954, lives in Lake Geneva, WI, 
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is a retired teacher. 
JAMES JACOBSEN (JUNE 
1949) graduated from Northern 
BS 1952, Bradley MS 1957, No. 
CO EdD 1964, lives in Macomb, 
IL, has 1 child, 4 grandchildren 
and is retired, now an antique 
dealer. 

RICHARD SIENKIEWICZ 
(JUNE 1949) graduated from 
Northern BSed 1954, MSed 
1956, lives in Altamonte 
Springs, FL, has 4 children, 16 
grandchildren and is retired. 

1950s 

ARLENE (JOHNSON) 
KURKJIAN (JUNE 1950) lives 
in Geneva, IL, has 4 children, 7 
grandchildren and is retired. 
JOHN LUNDGREN 
(JANUARY 1950) lives in St 
Augustine, FL and is a stage and 
film actor. 
ELIZABETH (DUNCAN) 
STEWART (JUNE 1950) lives 
in Maple Grove, MN, has 4 chil-
dren, 10 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
LOUIS TULGA (JANUARY 
1951) graduated from Wheaton 
BA 1957, MA 1961, OH State 
PhD 1967, lives in Albuquerque, 
NM, has 3 children, 4 grandchil-
dren and is a real estate educator. 
JERRY GERHARD (JUNE 
1951) lives in Ft Pierce, FL, has 
8 children, 11 grandchildren and 
is a retired auto dealer. 
MARGE (ANDERSON) 
KINTZEL (JUNE 1951) lives in 
Bensenville, IL, has 4 children 
and works at White Pines Dude 
Ranch in Oregon, IL. 
RICHARD LALLY (JUNE 
1951) graduated from Chicago 
Technical College 1958, lives in 
Edgerton, WI, has 2 children 4 
grandchildren and is retired. 
NADINE (STEINHAUS) 
OBERMILLER (JANUARY 
1952) graduated from Waynes-
burg College BS 1984, lives in 
Waynesburg, PA, has 4 children, 
6 grandchildren and is retired. 
Began fencing after retiring and 
is now a Gold Medalist. 
LORRAINE (OLSON) 
BARLOW (JUNE 1952) lives in 
Arlington Hts, IL, has 3 children, 
7 granddaughters and is retired. 
RICHARD HATHAWAY 
(JUNE 1952) graduated from U 
of I BSME 1957, lives in Grove-
land, CA, has 3 children, 7 
grandchildren and is retired. 
Also has small museum of an-
tique fishing tackles and collects 
and restores old golf clubs. 
HELEN (KARGER) 
HENDRICKS (JUNE 1952) 
lives in Bolivia, NC, has 4 chil-

dren, 9 grandchildren, 5 great 
grandchildren and is retired. 
WILLIAM BRUHN 
(JANUARY 1953) lives in Cape 
Coral, FL, has 3 children, 4 
grandchildren and is retired. 
GLADYS (WESSELS) 
HINRICHS (JANUARY 1953) 
lives in Arlington Hts, IL, has 3 
children, 8 grandchildren and 
works in a school cafeteria. 
NANCY (HERZ) STAHLBERG 
(JANUARY 1953) lives in Park 
Ridge, IL, has 3 children and 4 
grandchildren. 
EUGENE SWANSON 
(JANUARY 1953) MARRIED 
SHARON (CHIZEK) (1960), 
graduated from U of I BS 1957, 
U of Chicago MBA 1972, lives 
in Naperville, IL, has 3 children, 
3 grandchildren and is retired. 
MARION (JOHNSON) 
CHABOT (JUNE 1953) gradu-
ated from U of I BS 1957, MD 
1961, lives in Berkeley, CA, has 
2 children and is a Pediatrician. 
FRAN (MARINO) HUGHES 
(JUNE 1953) lives in Park 
Ridge, IL, has 2 children and is 
retired. 
MARION (HENNE) WILEY 
(JANUARY 1954) graduated 
from St Olaf, Art Institute/ Chi-
cago, College of Arts/Atlanta, 
lives in Austell. GA, has 2 chil-
dren, 2 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
PHYLLIS ALIOTO (JUNE 
1954) lives in Palatine, IL, has 2 
children and 3 grandchildren. 
MARLENE (FENSKE) 
DOUGLAS (JUNE 1954) gradu-
ated from U of I BS 1957, lives 
in Mt. Prospect, IL, has 4 chil-
dren, 9 grandchildren and is a 
retired teacher. 
CHARLES GOONREY (JUNE 
1954) graduated from Northeast-
ern BA 1958, JD 1961, lives in 
Camp Hill, PA, has 2 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a retired 
attorney. 
BERNIE HARCZAK (JUNE 
1954) lives in Thompson Falls, 
MT, has 8 children, 4 grandchil-
dren and is retired. 
JOHN KATING (JUNE 1954) 
graduated from U of IL BA 
1958, lives in Rolling Meadows, 
IL, has 2 children, 6 grandchil-
dren and is retired. 
TONYA (GEISERT) LIEN 
(JUNE 1954), Graduated from 
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Nat’l College of Education BA 
1958, San Diego ST MS 1978, 
lives in San Diego, CA, has 3 
children, 4 grandchildren and is a 
consulting school psychologist. 
PATRICIA (KOLBUS) MC 
INERNY (JUNE 1954) gradu-
ated from Mayfair College RN 
1977, lives in Arlington Hts, IL, 
has 3 children, 8 grandchildren 
and is a retired RN. 
ROGER POWELL (JUNE 1954) 
graduated from U of Memphis 
BS 1988, lives in Arlington, TN, 
has 2 children and is a fire-
fighter. 
ART REIDER (JUNE 1954) 
lives in St Petersburg, FL, has 3 
children, 10 grandchildren and is 
a retired firefighter. 
DOROTHY (TEUFEL) 
WENZEL (JUNE 1954) 
MARRIED RALPH (JUNE 
1954), they live in Cary, IL, have 
4 children, 6 grandchildren and 
she is retired. 
WALTER JOHNSON (JUNE 
1955 lives in Woodstock, IL, has 
2 children, 6 grandchildren and 
is retired. 
KENNETH KOLCONAY 
(JUNE 1955) lives in Park 
Ridge, IL, has 1 child and is 
retired. 
SALLY (SWANSON) BRYNE 
(JUNE 1956) graduated from U 
of I BS 1961, Cal State MS 
1980, lives in Jackson, WY, has 
3 children, 11 grandchildren and 
is a retired occupational thera-
pist. 
LAURIE (HUEBNER) 
GLEESON (JUNE 1956) gradu-
ated from Marquette BS 1960, 
lives in San Diego, CA, has 5 
children, 14 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
KATHERINE (HANSEN) 
GUTIERREZ (JUNE 1956) lives 
in Boca Raton, FL, has 2 chil-
dren, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired, still interested in horses 
and writes for a Polo Magazine. 
JOYCE (WALKER) KEILER 
(JUNE 1956) MARRIED 
LAMBERT (JANUARY 1952), 
they live in Montgomery, TX, 
have 5 children and are retired. 
CAROLE (WINTHER) 
MATHIS (JUNE 1956) lives in 
Veradale, WA, has 3 children, 8 
grandchildren and is a house-
wife. 

ALLEN MESKAN (JUNE 1956) 
MARRIED ELIZABETH 
(ANTONACCI) (1958), they 
live in Wood Dale, IL, have 3 
children, 4 grandchildren, he is 
VP at Louis Meskan Foundry in 
Chicago. 
CAROL (THOMPSON) 
METZGER (JUNE 1956) lives 
in Crete, IL, has 2 children, 2 
grandchildren and is retired. 
NANCY (WANDER) STOLFA 
(JUNE 1956) graduated from 
Blackburn BA 1960, lives in 
Cape Haze, FL, has 5 children, 
11 grandchildren and is retired. 
ALAN CARLSON (JANUARY 
1957) lives in Springfield, OR, 
has 1 child, 2 grandchildren and 
is a retired police officer. 
CLAIRE (JOHNSON) 
SCHAEFER (JANUARY 1957) 
graduated from U of I BFA 
1962, U of Toledo Med 1979, 
lives in Perrysburg, OH, has 2 
children, 4 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
DAVID SAWNSON (JUNE 
1957) has a blog site for his rare 
cancer, http. 
/squiredave.blogspot.com. 
ROGER STROMSTA 
(JANUARY 1958) graduated 
from U of I BS 1963, MS 1964, 
U of CA PhD 1972, lives in 
Milpitas, CA, has 1 child, 3 
grandchildren and is retired. 
ROBERT ZAUN (JANUARY 
1958) graduated from Valpariso, 
BA 1962, lives in Mundelein, IL, 
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, 
retired, works on vocal quartet 
“Jazz Spectrum”. 
DIANE (DYKEMAN) 
HOWERY (JUNE 1958) gradu-
ated from U of I 1970, U of MN 
MSN 1980, College of St Tho-
mas MBA 1980, lives in Seaside, 
CA, has 1 grandchild and is an 
RN. 
KAREN (BERG) SANDBERG 
(JANUARY 1959) lives in Bea-
verton. OR, has 2 children, 3 
grandsons and is retired.  
MARGARET (RIES) 
SCHAFFNER (JANUARY 
1959) graduated from North-
western BS, lives in Union Pier, 
MI, has 2 children and 4 grand-
children. 
GLEN TEMPLEMAN 
(JANUARY 1959) MARRIED 
BARBARA (LYNN) (JUNE 
1959), he graduated from U of I 

BS 1964, IL State MS 1965, 
Barb graduated from U of I BS 
1963, they live in Arlington Hts, 
IL, have 3 children, 7 grandchil-
dren, Glenn is retired, Barb is a 
substitute teacher. 

1960s 

 BARBARA (VAN DERLIP) 
MORETTI (JANUARY 1960) 
lives in Lake Geneva, WI, has 2 
children and 3 grandchildren. 
PAT (HEINDL) GREIN (JUNE 
1960) graduated from Harper 
AA Elmhurst BA 1990, Concor-
dia MA, has 5 children, 8 grand-
children and is retired. 
SANDRA (MAHNKE) 
HOLMES (JUNE 1960) lives in 
Winchester, MO, has 3 children, 
5 grandchildren and is a book-
keeper/tax preparer. 
JOHN KNUTSON (JUNE 1960) 
graduated from Augustana BS 
1964, WA State MS 1967, PhD 
1969, lives in Iowa City, IA, has 
2 children, 1 grandchild and is a 
professor at U of IA. 
PAUL NASIATKA (JUNE 
1960) graduated from TN BA 
1977, lives in Gresham. OR, has 
2 children, 6 grandchildren and 
is retired. 
JOYCE (JOHNSON) 
STACKHOUSE (JUNE 1960) 
lives in Woodstock, IL, has 3 
children and is a controller. 
CHARLES WILLIAMS (JUNE 
1960) graduated from Northern 
BS 1965, MBA 1968, De Paul 
MA 1986, lives in Arlington Hts, 
IL, has 4 children, 2 grandchil-
dren and is an industrial engi-
neer. 
BOB BRAUDE (JANUARY 
1961) graduated from Parsons 
College BS 1966, lives in Ken-
nesaw, GA, has 4 daughters, 8 
grandchildren and is retired. 
JIM EGAN (JUNE 1961) gradu-
ated from Southern IL, lives in 
Ft Myers, FL and is retired. 
ROBERTA (LENZ) KOCH 
(JUNE 1961) graduated from 
Loyola BS 1965, lives in Niles, 
IL, has 4 children, 13 grandchil-
dren and is in sales for Quixtar. 
PATRICIA (CHEW) 
TILSCHNER (JUNE 1961) lives 
in Phoenix, AZ and is in sales. 
JUDITH (JOPP) WILLIAMS 
(JANUARY 1962) graduated 
from Northern BS 1966, lives in 

Orlando, FL, has 5 children, 4 
grandchildren and is a real estate 
broker. 
NANCY RUHLOW (JUNE 
1962) graduated from U of I BS 
1966, Northeastern MA 1972, 
spends summer in Couderay, WI, 
winters in Lombard, IL and is 
retired. 
CRAIG SABEY (JUNE 1962) 
lives in Peoria, IL and is a main-
tenance worker for IL Dept. of 
Trans. 
SANDY (STAPLETON) 
EILERS (JUNE 1963) lives in 
Las Vegas, NV, has 2 children, 3 
grandchildren and is retired. 
RANDALL FISCHER (JUNE 
1963) graduated from De Paul 
BSA, Walton BA, and U of I 
CPA, lives in Lake Forest, IL, 
has 1 child, 2 grandchildren and 
is a CPA. 
SUSAN (MADL) HUGAS 
(JANUARY 1964) graduated 
from U of Redlands BS, lives in 
The Villages, FL, has 2 children, 
1 grandchild and is retired. 
WILLIAM MAZUREK 
(JANUARY 1964) graduated 
from US Air Force Academy BS 
1968, Capital U MBA 2001, 
lives in Pickerington, OH and is 
an aviation safety inspector. 
KRIS (WARNER) FINNIGAN 
(JUNE 1964) lives in Bainbridge 
Island, WA, has 2 children and is 
a consultant. 
NANCY (NOBLE) ZORICK 
(JUNE 1964) graduated from Art 
Institute, lives in Indio, CA; she 
is an artist and also a Taft 
Alumni Hall of Famer. 
JEANNETTE (BURCHFIELD) 
KEENAN (JUNE 1965) gradu-
ated from Beloit College BA 
1969, Middlebury MA 1970, 
Roosevelt MPA 1976, Eastern 
NM ASN 1999, Yale MSN 
2001, lives in Tucson, AZ and is 
an AZ licensing surveyor. 
JOSEPH POPP (JUNE 1966) 
graduated from U of I BSME, 
lives in Lombard, IL, has 1 child, 
1 grandchild and is a senior pro-
ject engineer, on the Chicago Ski 
Council and a board member of 
Taft Alumni Association. 
LYNN (HINTZ) POZSGAY 
(JUNE 1965) lives in Mt Pros-
pect, IL and is a banker and in 
real estate. 
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DEE (STECMAIER) 
TOBERMAN (JUNE 1966) lives 
in Carpentersville, IL, has 3 
children and is a real estate 
agent. 
PAUL DAVIES (JUNE 1967) 
lives in Palatine, IL, has 1 child 
and is retired. 
PAUL MC CLELLAND (1967) 
graduated from College of Lake 
Co AA 1992, Carthage Paralegal 
1994, U of WI BA 1994, lives in 
Lake Villa, IL, has 2 children, 1 
grandchild and is a parale-
gal/investigator. 
SUSAN (WELLS) BORN 
(JUNE 1968) graduated from 
Northeastern BA 1972,Northern 
AZ MA, lives in Sun City, AZ, 
has 2 children and is a 
teacher/librarian. 
BARBARA (GRON) GROSSE 
(JUNE 1968) graduated from 
Wellesbey BS Theology 1973, 
lives in Northbrook, IL, has 1 
child and is a philanthropist. 

1970s 

JACK SENYSHYN (1970) 
graduated from U of I BS, lives 
in Crystal Lake, IL, has 2 chil-
dren and is a Palatine police 
officer retired in January 2006. 
THOMAS JURGENS (1971) 
MARRIED KATHLEEN (O 
CONNOR) (1971), Tom gradu-
ated from Washburne 1976, they 
live in Custer Park, IL, have 4 
children, 1 grandchild, Tom is a 
pipe fitter supervisor, Kathleen is 
a benefits analyst. 
FARO VITALE (1971) gradu-
ated from Wright AA 1973, lives 
in Chicago, has 1 child and is a 
self-employed print broker and 
writer for Italian American 
Sports Hall of Fame Newspaper. 
He is also a new member of the 
TAA board. 
MIKE HANRAHAN (1972) 
graduated from U of I BA 1971, 
lives in Plymouth, MN, has 2 
children and works at an adver-
tising agency. 
 TOM HOLLER (1972) gradu-
ated from Elmhurst College BS 
1996, lives in Des Plaines, IL, 

has 2 children and is a lead data-
base administrator. 
JOHN MIKULKA (1972) gradu-
ated from Auburn BS 1985, IIT 
MS 1977, and lives in Mont-
gomery, AL and is a computer 
programmer. 
PETER WATSON (1972) lives 
in Shiloh, IL and is a database 
administrator. 
SUZANNE (KULAK) 
GUIGLIO (1973) lives in Thou-
sand Oaks, CA, has 2 children 
and is a checker at Vons. 
JOYCE (LUGA) SELKER 
(1973) lives in Schaumburg, IL, 
has 2 children and is a house-
wife/deli clerk. 
RICHARD CAPPARELLI 
(1974) lives in Round Lake, IL, 
has 4 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is an auto dealer. 
MICHELLE ALLEGRETTI 
(1975) graduated from U of I 
BSEE 1982, lives in Buffalo 
Grove, IL and is a computer 
consultant. 
OLGA (BABENKO) GOADE 
(1976) lives in Eldorado Springs, 

MO, has 1 child and is a home-
maker. 
DARLENE (KLEBBA) KODIS 
(1977) lives in Chicago has 2 
children and is a bar-
tender/assistant manager. 
TINA (ATHANASAS) 
ATSAVES (1978) graduated 
from Northern 1982, lives in 
Glenview, IL, has 2 children and 
is a graphic artist. 
KEITH RANG (1979) lives in 
Chicago, has 1 child and is a 
supervisor. 

1980s 
 JESSE BRUSCEMI (1984) lives 
in Des Plaines, IL, has 1 child 
and does electrical work. 

2000’s 
RICHARD KALAFARSKI 
(2003) is attending Loyola ma-
joring in communications and 
management, also a personal 
teller at Mid America Bank. 

 

In Our Memories 
John P. Graven (Gravenitis) - was Principal at Taft High School in the 60s and 70s and 
later, Assistant Superintendent of Chicago Public Schools.  He died April 2006 in Chicago. 
Helen Hoy, Chicago Public School teacher for 38 years and an English teacher at Taft from 
1963-1978 died in February 2006. 
Eileen Anderson, class of 1940 died December 2005.  Her Father was one of the founding 
fathers of Edison Park Lutheran Church. 
Samuel Wells, class of June 1941 passed away on March 30,2006 from lung cancer. 
Lenor (Lindahl) Day, class of June 1943 passed away in November 2005. 
William Loeschen, class of January passed away May 6, 2006 after a long illness. His wife 
is Barbara (Lawton), class of January 1946. 
Marilyn (Lips) Lucchesi, class of January 1946 passed away on January 31, 2006. 
Thomas E. Ohman died on March 6, 2006, from an aortic aneurysm in Rockford, Illinois. Tom graduated with the 
1951 June class. 
Mary Lou (Owens) Cox, class of January 1953 died September 2005. 
Louis Schoenfeldt, class of January 1953 died in the Summer of 2005. 
Thomas Miller, class of June 1958 died November 24, 2004.  His wife was Nancy (Pittatsis) (June 1961) 
Charles T. Sladek, Sr., class of January 1962 passed away on August 24, 2005 after a short fight with cancer. 
Chester Cholewinski, class of June 1973 passed away January 2006 from cancer 
Michael McBrien, age 35 (class year unknown) died February 8, 2006 in Antioch IL.  He was a maintenance man 
who grew up in the Edison Park community. 
Jonathan Cruz, class of 2007 died January 23, 2006 in a traffic accident in Chicago, IL.   
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Letters to the Editor 
To TAA: 
        [As I responded to Wayne 
Mounsey on his note in the last is-
sue of TAA newsletter], the name 
Bud Wrisley doesn't ring a bell with 
me, but Jere Lein was in our class 
so Ron Ewald should also have 
known him.   
      However, it is always interesting 
to run into more and more people 
that we had contact with in Norwood 
Park that ended up out in Southern 
California.  When we lived in Whit-
tier, California I ran into a number of 
people from Taft, not necessarily 
from our class, but certainly from the 
school.   
       Since we sold that home and 
made our permanent move to Las 
Vegas, I have run across someone 
from the June class of 1950 living 
quite close and one of these days we 
are going to get together at our local 
Hotel/Casino where she and her 
husband do a lot of gaming.  So 
once again, it sure is a small world! 

    Dick (Richard) Murback (Jan. 
1950) 

 
Dear Wayne, 

Thanks for your kind letter in 
the Winter issue of the Taft Alumni 
Newsletter.  Yes, I am the Nor-
ton "Bud" Wrisley that lived behind 
Harvey Crippen's house, on New-
castle Ave., whose father worked for 
the Wrisley Soap Company, makers 
of Olivilo soap, and Marcia Lien, my 
wife now of 43 years, who was the 
daughter of Carl Lien, founder of 
Lien Chemical Company.   What you 
may not know is that Marcia and I 
became reacquainted at our Taft 
10th year reunion after my first wife 
died and Marcia and her first hus-
band were divorced.  Also, we raised 
her 3 children, my two children, and 
two more children born after we mar-
ried to be fine outstanding citizens, 
of which we are very proud.  We live 
in Valley Center, California (North of 
San Diego) and have 7 grandchil-
dren and 6 great-grandchildren. 
 My older sister Marguerite, 
(most people called her "Feetzie" in 

high school) is the only Wrisley still 
living in the Chicago area.  She lives 
in Arlington Heights, has emphy-
sema, and is pretty much home-
bound.  My younger sister Jeanne 
and her husband split their time be-
tween Bonita Springs, Florida and 
Novi, Michigan and spend most of 
their time on the golf course. 
 You are right that Jere Lien 
died some time ago.  His widow, 
Mary, and their two adult children are 
our closest neighbors here in Valley 
Center.  Neil, Marcia's younger 
brother, lives in Escondido, about 15 
miles from us.  Look us up if you 
ever get to beautiful Southern Cali-
fornia. 

”Bud” Norton Wrisley 
 (Jan 1953)  

 
To TAA: 

The names in the letter from 
Wayne Mounsey and editor's note in 
TAAN, Winter 2006, hit me where I 
used to live.  This was on Newark 
Avenue near Raven Street hill 
and Norwood Park Baptist Sunday 
School where I heard Glen Jorian 
sing many times and think he 
just may have also whistled in an 
Elmo Tanner style.  We lived next 
door to older Taftites Jerry and Lau-
rie Guth, who bought our house in 
the 1960's and are still in touch.  The 
house was a popular drop-in place 
because my parents kept a lais-
sez-faire back yard.  My Onahan 
buds at that time were Lee Wolf, 
Paul Lauschke, Pete Gottshalk, 
Roger Nelson, Gordon Guth, and 
little, then, Bob Saksvig.  Girls were 
scarce in our rowdy stage, and un-
fortunately I did not meet now editor 
Jerry Bloom on Newark. We had our 
own newspaper, something like the 
Tri-Boy Tribune. 

John Heinz (1952) 
 
Dear Kay, 

It was brought to our atten-
tion that at the 50th reunion for the 
class of 1954 that Charles Petersen 
was listed as deceased.  Praise the 
Lord he's alive! 

We first heard this from Ray 
Whitehead who happened to talk to 
Don Ring who told him he saw 
Chuck at his home the month be-
fore.  We had lunch with Ray White-
head a couple of times and it was 
wonderful to see him again. 

Now, my 50th reunion is ap-
proaching and I received the Memor-
iam list for the class of 1956 that lists 
Richard Charles Petersen as de-
ceased.  Maybe someone who knew 
Chuck didn't read Richard and as-
sumed it was my Chuck.  Just 
wanted to clear this up so that his 
high school friends will know Chuck 
Petersen is still alive and kicking.  
Thanks so much for your wonderful 
work with the Newsletter. 

 Joan (Maas) Petersen (1956) 
 
Dear Kay: 
  My name is Irv Kaage III. I 
think you know my Dad from 
Taft…Edison Park…the news-
stand… etc. 
  I was talking to my wife, Lau-
rel, yesterday after she contacted 
Frank Heyer about picking up the 
mail at Taft on occasion.  We were 
talking about the alumni letter and 
thought of contacting you about our 
meeting with President Bush a 
month ago [January 2006].  Laurel 
and I (both graduates in “69 and high 
school sweethearts), were invited to 
a luncheon held at the Chicago Hil-
ton & Towers and sponsored by the 
Economic Club of Chicago to hear 
Mr. Bush speak on the status of the 
US economy.  Afterward he greeted 
about 200 of the 1,800 people pre-
sent.  I was fortunate to meet him 
and get the enclosed photo taken.  



 
Laurel is seen over my shoulder to 
the left.  (She’s the one with the 
blonde hair.)  It was quite a thrill.  
The photo was run in the local pa-
pers and Dad had comments from 
many of his usual customers at the 
newsstand.  
  I am president of Transor 
Filter, a company that specializes in 
oil filtration systems located in Elk 
Grove, IL.  We sell our systems, 
which are priced in the $ 30K to 
$50K range, worldwide and over the 
years have placed units in over 30 
countries.  (If you have an interest in 
our company I invite you to visit our 
web site at www.transorfilter.com 
and click on the “What’s New section 
of the site.) 
  Laurel and I have been mar-
ried for nearly 33 years, have 3 chil-
dren (29,28 and 17) and currently 
live in Park Ridge.  Keep up the 
good work. 

Irv Kaage (1969) 
 

To TAA:  I sure would like to get my 
hands on a yearbook for my June 

1952 class - being that my husband 
was career military, we moved fre-
quently and in that moving, my 
Yearbook "disappeared".... I had 
been writing in little notes beside the 
pictures of what I had learned about 
that specific classmate, so it was 
precious to me. I recently visited Chi-
cago with my 16 yr old grandson, 
and took many photos of him stand-
ing in front of Farnsworth grammar 
school where I attended from K to 8th 
grade, in front of the "old" Taft front 
entrance as well as the newer build-
ing which I had not seen before. Had 
to see the Hot Dog place on Milwau-
kee Ave also where I had to have 
another one of those famous super 
hot dogs [Hasty Tasty]. The old 
homestead looked the same on 
Linder Ave too. We had some great 
"pajama " parties there. It was quite 
a trip to the past, which I really en-
joyed with many sweet memories of 
those days long gone by. In re-
searching and working on my family 
genealogy, and "digging up" boxes 
of memoirs from the attic, I came 

across my Taft letter which I earned 
in sports, specifically, volley ball. 
Gosh, was it that long ago? I often 
wonder where some of those class-
mates of mine have gone. I did visit 
with Betty Jane Ullrich and Lil 
(Grundgeiger) Shuman which was 
great! And reading [a recent] issue of 
the Taft Alumni Newsletter, I saw 
photo of another Farnsworth class-
mate, John LaGorio. Wow! My 
memory isn't so bad after all. (grin)… 
Thanks for the memories! 

Helen (Karger) Hendricks 
(June 1952) 

Gr8Grammy3@atmc.net 
 

 

 
Names in the News 

Dr. Gay (Malewicki) Sweely (1964) recently received the Art Educator of the Year 
Award (higher education) for 2005 from the Kentucky Art Education Association.  She 
has earned doctoral degrees in Art History, Architectural History and Oceanic Art History.  
She teaches in two academic departments – Art & Design and History – works as a 
mentor with the Student Success Institute and advises three student organizations, 
including the men’s rugby team. Sweely earned her bachelor’s degree at Illinois 
Wesleyan University, a master’s at the University of Utah and doctoral degrees from the 
University of Canterbury and the University of Melbourne.  While at Taft High School, she 
was elected Miss Junior Citizen of Chicago through the Chicago Park District System and 
was selected to the Taft Hall of Fame in 2004.   
 
Susan Murphy-Milano recently came out with a new book entitled “Moving out, Moving 
On”.  It is an invaluable handbook for those who are contemplating divorce, especially 
those escaping domestic violence.  She is a long-time advocate for battered women. 
 
Taft JROTC had a winning drill team in the Individual and Platoon Drill Competition that 

was held last December.  They competed against more than 1,000 cadets from 42 schools within Chicago at the 
hwest Armory on Kedzie Ave, coming away with the Overall Citywide Champion award. They took first 
 Color Guard, Platoon Inspection and Platoon Drill Competitions.  Roger DeLeon (2006) took second 

Dr. Gay Sweely 
Army’s Nort
place in the
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place in the Platoon Leader Competition. 
 
Wayne Barton (1955) has been honored as the “Woodcarver of the Year” by Wood Carving Illustrated magazine 
recently.  He trained in the art of chip carving in the early 1980s in Brienz, Switzerland, a renowned woodcarving 
center.  Besides authoring several books on the art of wood carving, he teaches his craft at workshops around the 
country as well as the Alpine School of Wood Carving, Ltd., which he founded in Park Ridge, IL, where he currently 
resides. 

mailto:Gr8Grammy3@atmc.net


 

DR JOHN GRAVEN 1925-2006 
It is with a heavy heart we have to report that Dr 
Graven, Principal at Taft from 1968 to 1977, passed 
away on April 8, 2006.   
Dr. Graven was appointed as principal of Taft in the fall 
of 1968.  Taft had spent nearly a year under the admin-
istrative eyes of assistant principals Dr Joseph Dunn, 
Maurice Cline and Robert Goldberg at the freshman 
branch, due to Dr. Haley’s extended illness, but the 
school was in a holding pattern. 
Mr. Graven’s cheerful presence was a breath of fresh 
air for the school.  He restored homecoming parades 
and school musicals and generated school spirit with 
such projects as the school’s bicentennial celebration.  
His was the task to supervise the expansion of Taft’s 
facilities with the 1970’s addition, the renovations of the 
old building, and the restoration of the freshman class 
to the main building from the Norwood Park School 
branch where they were headquartered for nine years. 
In his era, Taft topped 3200 students.  His enthusiasm 
for learning was contagious and he completed his own 
coursework for a doctorate while at Taft.  The Taft 
Learning Resource Center is named in his honor. 

He made his open door and involvement a household 
word, his innovative and creative ability has touched 
the lives of students and faculty and community mem-
bers. 
In the summer of 1977 Dr. Graven was appointed as an 
assistant superintendent in charge of Board of Educa-
tion purchasing.  He retired in 1988 after 38 years in the 
system.  Since the Taft Alumni Association was formed 
in 1985 Dr. Graven has supported and attended every 
event we have held at Taft, the last being the Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony on October 23, 2004 which 
was also Taft’s 65’s anniversary celebration. 
In his honor the Alumni Board wishes to establish a 
“Principal’s Scholarship” to be given out each year 
along with our other scholarships, in this way honoring 
all the Principals who came before him and all those 
who will follow.  This special scholarship program is 
currently being formulated. If you would like to contrib-
ute please send a check to the Alumni address and 
mark it the attention of the “Principal’s Scholarship”.  
We hope to have more information on this in the next 
Newsletter and that it will become an annual scholar-
ship. 

YOUR BOARD IS GETTING OLDER 
We wish to get more of our younger Alumni involved with our activities.  It means about 4 meetings a year at Taft, 
a few more if we are planning an event.  You will get to meet people from other eras at Taft, learn more of the his-
tories that made us great and help us try to improve what we can at the school.  We are looking for people from the 
1970’s, 1980’s and even the 1990’s; if you can spare the time and would like to join us please contact Shirley De 
Weese, Vice President at 847-885-8655, or Frank Heyer, 2nd Vice President at 773-631-4701 or Kay Kuciak, 
President at Taftalum@cox.net for more information. 

 

Robert W. “Bill” Hendrickson Memorial Scholarship 

Dear [Taft Alumni Association], 
 Its that time of year again.  Enclosed is my check for $1000 to fund the scholarship in my late husband's name.  
I'm glad I'm doing this for a number of reasons.  I just wish there were other Alumni who would want to participate 
in the future of these kids. 
It would also be nice if they would send a thank you note to the Alumni Association, but I guess that is asking for 
too much.  It would also be nice if any of them would contact you and let you know what is going on with them.  It 
would be nice to hear their stories.  It was unfortunate that Taft made the news in such a negative way.  [blogs in 
the Internet – cyberspace bullying]  There are so many good stories…, and I also want to thank you for all that you 
do for the Alumni Association, you are appreciated. 

Darlene (Bruemmer) Hendrickson (June 1962) 
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2006 Taft All-Class Reunion – St. Petersburg, FL 

Our thanks to Leon Kathan for providing the vehicle of the All-Class Reunion in which we enjoyed another 
beautiful day of reminiscing.  We look forward to next year with hopes that others in the Florida region 

(March, 2007) will join us.  Come on down, you Baby-Boomers! 

2006 Taft All-Class Reunion 
participants (not in any or-
der): Mariann (Leversen) 
Erlenbach (1/46), Jerry 
(Beesley) Bloom (6/62), 
Marjorie (Klarquist) Nehlsen 
(’56), Jane (LaMarche) Adair 
(1/52), Janet (Swanson) 
Stoffels (1/52) and husband 
Bob, Judy LaMarche (1/65) 
and husband Rob Stain-
back, Raymond & Marge 
Fredrich (’50), John Mihalak 
(Lane ’53), Bill Becker (1/52) 
and wife Meredith, Evie 
(Fischer) Miller (1/46), Leon 
Kathan (6/56), Phyllis 
(Holowaty) Albrecht (1/52) & 
husband Jim, Paul Pierburg 
(6/53), Ruth (Haining) Pier-
burg (6/55), Sharon (Hain-
ing) Kramer (6/61), Matt 
Joswich (6/53) & wife 
Elaine,  Bill Bruhn (1/53), 
Audrey (Ritter) Hammer 
(6/48) & husband Mark  

 
New Boundaries Approved for Northwest Side Schools 
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The decisions 
have been made by the 
Chicago Board of Edu-
cation.  Pressure is off 
Taft’s overcrowded 
classroom problem for 
the time being.  Dr. 
Tarvardian says it isn’t 
an “instant relief, but it’s 
a beginning at least.”  He 
still will need to make 
adjustments for the 
expected enrollment for 
September 2006, 
including requesting 
eliminating some special 
education programs. 

Here is a map of 
the new area bounds as 
prepared by Pioneer 
Press/chc paper from 
the February 2, 2006 
issue of the Edison-
Norwood Times Review.  
It is a staggered starting.  
It takes effect for fresh-
men beginning with the 
2006-2007 school year.  
That way, current stu-
dents will not have to 
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transfer in the fall to finish their academic program towards graduation.  The feeder schools affected in the change 
are Reinberg, Smyser, Gray, Canty, Bridge and Dever who will now have to go to Steinmetz or Schurz.  Exempt 
from these changes are students who are accepted in the specialized and magnet programs, such as the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Diploma program or the Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps. 

Where would you be going if these were your boundaries when you graduated from eighth grade?  Would 
you still be a Taft Alum?  We commend the changes made through the efforts of Dr. Tarvardian and his staff.  
Thanks to the strong academic programs offered at Taft, it is again becoming the “preferred choice” for general 
education students who do not qualify for special-enrollment schools.   

 
A Tribute to the Relationship of Taft High School  

and a Church in its Community
Don Ring, 1954 

This is an article about Taft High School and a small church that was active in its community, at least for a while.  
While the story is mostly about the Norwood Heights Evangelical Congregational Church, it illustrates the influen-
tial relationship our high school had on its community institutions. We hope you will consider including it in a future 
issue of the Taft Alumni Newsletter. 
The histories of Taft and this small church at Higgins & Newland are similar.  They developed in an era when teen-
agers sought a strong identity with their community.  We learned skills, knowledge and spiritual values in the mar-
ket place of the activities at Taft.  We formed relationships at both institutions that continue into our old age.  The 
reunion described in this story affirms that we felt emotionally and physically safe at Taft and the Norwood church 
because they were a part of where we lived, learned and played.  Our parents gave their most important posses-
sions to the integrated care of these and a few other institutions in the Norwood community.  They trusted Taft to 
become a significant part of our lives partially because of its visible support of these institutions. 
The Norwood Heights Church story, including our reunion each year, is an illustration of the importance of the rela-
tionship of a school and its community. This thought strongly influenced me later when I was Principal of Niles 
West High School. The Norwood Church and Taft grew up and perhaps in a sense for us, both died together.  We 
applaud the efforts of the current staff and the Taft Alumni Association to resurrect the symbiotic relationship of a 
fine school and wonderful community.  You have helped us feel positive about the value of our youthful experi-
ences.  They were more than just “good times “.  And, we are now confident such attitudes will be a part of future 
generations of kids growing up in the Norwood Park area. 
In its days of a strong community identity with the Norwood Park neighborhoods Taft High School had a significant 
relationship with area churches. During the week Taft informally provided a congregating place for small groups of 
church related students in its cafeteria, music and athletic events, and hallways. Activities at Taft became the top-
ics of conversation at “hang out” areas like Gittler’s grocery store at Higgins and Normandy, and a place for Sun-
day baseball or Thanksgiving football games behind the school.  One of those special relationships was with the 
Norwood Hts. Evangelical Congregational Church at Newland & Higgins where even here talk frequently centered 
on our activities at Taft. 
A unique result of the relationship between these two institutions that had a profound impact on the lives of many 
teenage members of Taft and Norwood is that since 1955 over 55 alumni have met each year to renew friendships 
and relive memories of our high school era. Our reminisces frequently bring up names like Buchwalter, Rapier & 
Friedman, Teuscher &  Hoeffer, Sigolas, Long & Dolnetsky, Maclmont, Grosser & Puipo, Rapper, Smilgoff, 
and Kupcinet. The reunions began with house parties near Christmas and progressed in 1998 to a 3-day retreat 
each September in Bethany Beach Michigan.  Bethany Beach was a favorite weekend trip experience for us each 
summer before the days of expensive Wisconsin camps. Our Pastor and his wife, Fred and Marion Cunningham 
would load us into cars for a stay in crude cottages and [eat] food brought with, or if you could afford it, buy in the 
little Swedish restaurant on the grounds. Fred and Marion came to the church in 1941. His salary was an astonish-
ing $25 per week provided there was sufficient money in the offering. Until the 50’s, teens from Taft made up the 
majority attending each service. Our reunion participants still contact Marion who continues to serve us with her 
love and graciousness. The direct ministry of the Norwood church lasted until 1987 when it was sold to a Korean 
congregation. Current plans are to continue our retreat in 2006 and for who knows how long thereafter.   
This picture shows those attending the reunion in 1998. Collectively, 42 reunion participants attended TAFT over a 
period of 15 years. We believe that the first persons in the Norwood reunion group to graduate from Taft were 
Dorothy Friedlund and Art Osberg in 1944 and the most recent, Gerry Maas 1957.   

Taft graduates significantly attending the Norwood Church while going to Taft include the following:  Dorothy & 
Maurice Friedlund (‘44 & ‘46), George Souchek (‘46), Dick & Dave Nelsen (’45 & ’47), Bert & Paul Johnson 
(’46), Perry Mehan (’45), Art, Dick & Phyllis Osberg (’44, ’45 & 47), Marie & Louise Sanderhoff (’47 & ’48), Karo-
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line & Irmgard Kiesel (’47 &48), Bob Zetterberg (’47), John Rafayko (’49), Eunice & Dan Erickson (’48 & ’52), 
Bill & Don Ring (’50 & ’54), Henry & Ron Gittler (’50 & ’55), Gene Schroeppel (’50), Roy Karman (’49), Marilyn 
Nett (’47), Dan and Jim Hansen (’48 & ’51), Nancy Youngquist (’49), Barb Tomchek (’48), Don & Joan Han-
son (’48 & ’50), Evelyn & Ruth Hansen (’48), Madge Nicodem (’50), Ken & Ron Napier (’48 & ’58), Alice & 
Ruth Anderssohn (’46 & ’49), Nancy Oquist (’48), Audrey Rothe (’49), Chuck Houdek (’49), Roberta Conley 
(’50), Colleen Kelly (’50), Rudy & Shirley Molinare (’50 & ’56), Don Peterson (’51), John Sundquist (’54), Dale 

 
 
Bode (’54), Chuck Peterson (’54), Bonnie Boulas (’56), Dorothy Almquist (’56), Nancy Hanning (’56), Joan & 
Gerry Maas (’56 & ’57), and many other Taft graduates who will remember attending this small church on Newland 
and Higgins. 

A summary of the Taft and Norwood reunion members would list 16 common marriages, 11 ministry related ca-
reers i.e. pastor or missionary; 4 teachers (incl. Taft Counselor, John Rafayko (’49) and Physics Teacher C. Lane 
Anderson). Nearly all have been active in their churches throughout the USA.  An interesting note is that the 
school-church relationship began when the original church building was purchased from Garvy Elementary school. 
Later in the 1950’s, this one room schoolhouse-church became the meeting place of the TAFT Hi-C Christian 
youth organization. 

It is clear from the experience of these reunion members that relationships built around the educational opportuni-
ties of a fine community school and beliefs gained from an active church serve important interests of one’s adult 
years.  We are personally grateful to those who taught us well in forming the knowledge base, aesthetic apprecia-
tions, and spiritual beliefs we now cherish.   
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TAFT Alumni Bargains 
Static Window Stickers:  $3.00 ea. (Plus $1 S/H) 
     "Taft High School - You Can't Hide Eagle Pride"           
(Profits go to the Taft Athletic Department) 

 
T-Shirts:  $10 each (XXL & XXXL - $12 each) 
     Light gray with NEW Eagle logo silk-screened in 
blue.                            Sizes - Medium through XXXL 
Baseball Caps:  $15 each 
     Royal Blue with NEW Eagle logo in gray/black stitched 
emblem on front.  Adjustable buckle tab - one size fits 
most. 

Jackets:  $30.00 each 
     Special purchase blue nylon windbreakers with a 
white flannel lining and snap front with a drawstring 
bottom.  The silver emblem on the left breast area 
reads "TAFT HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI" with an ea-
gle in the center: M (38-40) only, (X and XL SOLD 
OUT!) 
 

Yearbooks:  Suggested donation $30 
    These yearbooks are hard to keep in supply.  Re-
quests are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Thanks 
to all who have tried to replace your lost or de-
stroyed books.   
    Currently, as of April 13th we have the following 
yearbooks on hand: 1942 Jan (1), 1946 Jan (1), 
1947 Jan (1) June (1), 1980 (1), 1982 (9), 1983 (3), 
1984 (3), 1985 (25), 1986 (54), 1987 (84), 1990 
(49), 1991 (25), 1992 (134), 1993 (4), 1994 (48), 
1995 (186), 1996 (65), 1997 (48), 1998 (152), 1999 
(147), 2000 (349), 2001 (122), 2003 (17), 2004 (17) 
and 2005 (16). 
  
 

 
TAFT Alumni Order Form 

  
 Quantity    Description      Price     Extended 
 Ordered                                          Price      
 
 ________  _________________  _____  _______       
  
 ________  _________________  _____  _______                   
  
 ________  _________________  _____  _______                   
  
  
             + 6.00 Postage and handling 

 TOTAL Enclosed  $____________ 
 
 Send check to: Taft Alumni Association 
                 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue 
     Chicago, IL 60631 
 
 (PLEASE PRINT) 
 
 NAME____________________________________ 
 
 ADDRESS________________________________ 
  
 _________________________________________ 
 
 PHONE__________________________________ 
   
 MONTH/YEAR OF GRADUATION_____________ 
 
   Be sure to add $6 for postage and handling for each order to the 
same address.  Use separate sheet of paper for orders to differ-
ent addresses.  

 

Is your E-mail address up to date? 
We begin 2006 with a little housekeeping.  Since it's inception seven years ago, the Taft Alumni E-mail Directory 
has become a popular feature of the TAA website.  Over 1,500 alumni from the Classes of 1940 through 2002 
have registered.  The directory, however, can connect classmates only if the information is accurate. 
  
Please take a moment and check your entry at www.taftalumni.org  (click on Searchable e-mail Directory) to verify 
that we have listed your name, your year of graduation, and your e-mail address and/or website accurately.  Write 
to eagleemail@taftalumni.org if you wish to make any changes. 
  
For your protection, we do not post your address as a hyperlink.  Your bio and street address information should 
be addressed directly to Kay Kuciak at taftalum@cox.net.   
  
Thank you for your part in making the Taft Alumni Association a success! 

 Paulette (Zemaitis) English 
Class of June '67 

Secretary, Taft Alumni Association 

 

http://www.taftalumni.org/
http://us.f815.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=eagleemail@taftalumni.org
http://us.f815.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=taftalum@cox.net


 
TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

APPLICATION FORM 
Name Maiden Name Month & Year Graduated 

Address (Home) City State Zip 

Address (Business) City State Zip 

Home Telephone No: (         ) Email: 

Name of Spouse Year Married: 

Number of Children: Ages: Number of Grandchildren: 

College(s) Attended, Degree(s) Earned, Year of Graduation 
 

Occupation: Other Interests: 

Other News or Information: 
 

 I am enclosing $___________ to defray newsletter cost.  
 I am enclosing $15. 00 for two-year membership.  

I am enclosing $20. 00 for two-year Husband & Wife membership. 
 Return to: Taft Alumni Association 

6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 
Chicago IL 60631 Spring 2006 
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

President:  Kay Kuciak (1963) 
Vice-Pres./Treasurer: Shirley DeWeese (1960) 
2nd Vice-President Frank Heyer (1948) 
Secretary:  Paulette English (1967)  
Directors:  Beth Charvat (1967) 
   Kevin Kreiger (1973) 
   Tom Kuciak (1962) 

Judi Lenihan (1973) 
   Rich Lindberg (1971) 
   Joe Popp (1966) 

Faro Vitale (1971) 
   Arlene Ware (1960) 
Faculty Representative: Mike Hionis 
Newsletter Staff: 
     Editor - Jeraldene Bloom (1962) - (920) 743-8449 
     E-mail - jbbloom@sbcglobal.net 
     Assistants:     Kay / Tom Kuciak - (623) 544-0226 
E-Mail Listing Co-ord.: Paulette English (1967) 
Website Coordinator:   Kevin Krieger 
Historian:  Anne Lunde (1969) 
 

RENEW NOW !! 
Check your address label for the year of 

graduation on the lower right corner.  Is it cor-
rect?  Also check the expiration date of your cur-
rent membership with the Taft Alumni Associa-
tion.  If the date is close, sit down NOW and 
write out a check for $15.   
 Not one, but TWO full years of newslet-
ters are yours with opportunities to learn about 
classmates, reunions, school events and alumni 
programs.  Be sure to use the application above 
to fill in the latest updates in your life.   
 

The Taft Alumni Association publishes the Taft Alumni 
Newsletter quarterly.  Send all general corre-
spondence and changes of address: Taft Alumni 
Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 
60631 or E-mail at Taftalum@cox.net 

Website:  http://www.taftalumni.org 

Alumni E-mail Directory:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

 



 

 

 TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
6530 W. BRYN MAWR AVE. 
CHICAGO IL 60631 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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