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Past Taft PTA Board Members
Invited to Attend Founder’s Day Reception
Cleo Pirpiris
Parents of current Taft students have heard many great stories about the accomplishments of the Taft PTA in
days gone by – they accomplished a lot – too much to start to name here. The good news is that after several years of the Taft PTA being disbanded it was reorganized this past year as a PTSA (Parent, Teacher,
Student Association) and has already been very active in getting issues addressed by CPS [Chicago Public
School Headquarters].
However, no one goes far that does not pay homage to those that have gone
before them. So, in the spirit of Renaissance that is sweeping Taft, the current
PTSA Board decided to hold a Founder’s Day reception during their first Board
Meeting of the 2007/2008 school year on Thursday, August 30th at Taft. “At the
last Board Meeting in June the current Taft PTSA Board indicated that we wanted
to start the new year off right by thanking Deboarah Woldeit, (who served as
President during the 2006/2007 school year) for her hard work and efforts that
jumpstarted many of our accomplishments as well as those many others that came
before us”, indicated Cleopatra Pirpiris, President of Taft PTSA for the 2007/2008 school
year.
All previous Board Members of the Taft PTA were invited to join the PTSA as they honored the immediate
Past President Deborah Woldeit with a Special Recognition for kicking off their efforts and to also recognize
the efforts of those who came before her (all prior PTA board members).
For further information on current activities of the PTSA, contact Taft PTSA President, Cleo Pirpiris at 773589-9934 or email directly to taftptsa@sbcglobal.net.

Found
Taft class ring - 1954. If you are looking for
yours, contact us! If your initials match those on
the ring - we know where it is and can direct you
on how to retrieve it
taftalum@cox.net

Taft Class Reunions
January/June 1948 - 60th Reunion
Date: September 26 & 27, 2008
Place: Holiday Inn, Skokie IL
Contact: Frank Heyer if you plan to attend.
Write: 5549 N. Austin - Chicago 60630
Phone: 773/631-4701 or
E-Mail: frankheyer@msn.com
January/June 1958 - 50th Reunion
Date: October 2008
Place: TBA.
Contact: Sentimental Journey
847-657-3639 or funreunion@aol.com
June 1959 - 50th Reunion
Date: September 27-29, 2009
Place: TBD - Picnic, dinner/dance, football
game & school tour
Contacts: www.taftreunion1959.com
Larry Marsh - fairseas2u@earthlink.net
Pat Lutz - patlutz@comcast.net
Kent Meyer - clmokm@comcast.net
Sue Willers Bruce mrmrsjbruce@verison.net
January/June 1962
Date: Fall 2008
Place: TBA
Contact: David Robert, chairperson
Taft62reunion@sbcglobal.net or
847-253-8876
1997
Date: November 17, 2007
Place: Gibson’s Steak House,
Doubletree Hotel - Rosemont IL
Contact: Sentimental Journey
847-657-3639 or funreunion@aol.com
All Taft Classes 6th Annual
Reunion Picnic
Date: Sunday,
March 16,
2008
Place: Ft. DeSoto
Park, St. Petersburg, FL
Shelter number 14 - 11AM to 5PM
(park phone number - (727) 582-2267)
Contact: Leon Kathan (if needed)
117 Monte Real Blvd.
Sebring, FL 33876-8056
(863) 655-4559 - leonkathan@yahoo.com
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Elementary
School
Reunions
1958 - Norwood Park School
50th Reunion
Date: September 12-14, 2008
Place: TBD
Contact: Jerry Beesley)
Bloom
(June 62) (920) 743-8449 or
jerrybloom@fales.org

Lost Classmates
Are you looking for old classmates
you've lost touch with? We will help you in your
search by publishing the name(s) in this newsletter. If that party responds to us, we forward
that person's name and address to you.
Send your request and/or response to
Taft Alumni Association c/o Taft High School,
6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago IL 60631 or
email us at taftalum@cox.net.
The suggested donation for this service is $5 per
name:
Currently, Nancy (Frahm) Rogers, class of
June 1962 is looking for Kathy (Schroeder)
Whitehurst, from same class.
Email:www.rogerscottage.com

NOTE: Newsletter deadline for
articles or events for next issue:
January 15, 2008.

Class of 1962
Reunion in the Works
A reunion for the Jan and June Class of 1962 is
being planned for late September or early October 2008. A reunion committee has been
formed to put this together. The exact date, location and cost will be detailed in the TAA January newsletter - Winter issue. We have the addresses of about two-thirds of both classes but
very few emails. Please send us a current
email and indicate if you have an interest in attending the reunion. If you would be willing to
serve on the reunion committee let us know that
also. Send info to Taft62reunion@sbcglobal.net.
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CLASS NOTES
MARY LOU (ENGER)
KRAKOWSKI (JUNE 1942)
lives in Sebastian, FL, has 4
children, 7 grandchildren,
and 4 great grandchildren
and is a housewife.

1940s
JOHN ELLIS (1940) lives
in Ormand Beach, FL, has 5
children, 16 grandchildren
and is retired.
GEORGE FILLEBROWN
(1940) lives in Stuart, FL,
has 5 children. 14 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild and
is a retired consultant for the
paper industry.
ARNOLD LUND (1940)
lives in Chicago at the Norwood Park Home near Taft,
has 3 children, 1 grandchild
and is a retired architect.
RALPH LARSON
(JANUARY 1941) lives in
Chicago and is retired.
BARBARA (ELLIS)
OLSON (JANUARY 1941)
graduated from U of Americas BA 1963, Presbyterian
Hospital RN 1946, lives in
Dunedin, FL, has 3 children,
4 grandchildren and is a retired RN.
JUNE (PEMBLE) ROBY
(JUNE 1941) lives in Decatur, IL, has 3 children, 5
grandchildren 1 great grandchild and is a retired apartment manager.
CLAIRE (CUTLER)
SINGER (JUNE 1941) lives
in Arlington Hts, IL, has 4
children, 6 grandchildren and
is retired.
PHYLLIS (LARSON)
LARSON (JANUARY
1942) graduated from U of
MI 1950, lives in Belvidere,
IL, has 5 children, 10 grandchildren and is a retired
teacher.
HOWARD PAYNE
(JANUARY 1942) lives in
Whittier, CA, has 2 children
and 2 grandchildren.
WILLIAM FUNK (JUNE
1942) graduated from
Northwestern BS 1947, lives
in Sugar Hill, GA, has 6
children, 7 grandchildren and
is retired.
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HELEN (BOOTH) FESS
(JANUARY 1943) lives in
Park Ridge, IL, has 4 children, 7 grandchildren, and 2
great grandchildren and is a
retired school secretary.
STEVE KUFLEWSKI
(JUNE 1943) MARRIED
JACKIE (DRISCH) (JUNE
1946) he graduated from
Loyola BSC 1949, they live
in Dayton. Oh, have 5 children and are retired.
GLORIA (PRIMA)
MORHEISER (JUNE 1943)
lives in Trenton, SC, has 3
children, 5 grandchildren, 8
great grandchildren and is a
retired realtor.
MARGARET (MAREK)
NEUMAR (JUNE 1943)
lives in Glenview, IL and is
a retired secretary.
AL RETTENMIER (JUNE
1943) lives in Lacey, WA,
has 4 children, 6 grandchildren and is semi-retired from
securities and insurance.
WILLIAM SMITH (JUNE
1943) graduated from U of
MO BS 1953, lives in Exton,
PA, has 3 children, 2 grandchildren and is retired.
RUTH (REISMAN)
ELLMORE (JANUARY
1944), graduated from Lake
Forest College BA 1948,
lives in Calexico, CA, has 3
children, 4 grandchildren and
is retired and winters in Baja,
CA.
JEANETTE (MALON)
OSTROMENCKI
(JANUARY 1944) lives in
Chicago, has 3 children (all
Taft grads) 2 grandchildren
(1 attending Taft now) and is
a retired accountant.
ROY RIIS (JANUARY
1944) lives in Mt Prospect,
IL, has 2 children and is a
commercial artist.
HAROLD TERSCH
(JANUARY 1944)
MARRIED BETTY
(GRABOWSKI) (JUNE
1946), they live in Plano,
TX, have 4 children, 5

grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren and are retired.
ROBERT BANKS (JUNE
1944) lives in Carol Stream,
IL, has 4 children, 10 grandchildren and is retired from
insurance.
MARILYN (BREDFIELD)
COLE (JUNE 1944), lives in
Tucson, AZ, has 3 children
and is a housewife.

1944), they live in Huntley,
IL, have 3 children, 9 grandchildren and are retired.
ROBERT HOLMES (JUNE
1946) graduated from IIT BS
1950, Purdue PhD 1953,
lives in Amherst, MA, has 3
children, 8 grandchildren and
is a professor of chemistry at
U of MA, winters in San
Diego, CA.

MICHAEL GLIENNA
(JUNE 1944) lives in Chicago, has 3 children, 4
grandchildren and is a retired
court reporter and boxing
judge.

CHARLES JAMIESON
(JUNE 1946) graduated from
De Paul CPA 1950, lives in
Huntley, IL, has 2 children, 3
grandchildren and is a retired
CPA.

MARLYS (GARMOE)
MURRAY (JUNE 1944)
lives in Peotone, IL, has 4
children, 9 grandchildren and
3 great grandchildren.
SHIRLEY (BACHLI)
OSCARSON (JUNE 1944)
lives in Park Ridge, IL, has 3
children, 5 grandchildren and
is a retired insurance clerk.

ROSEMARY (PICCOLO)
SMITH (JUNE 1946) lives
in Mt Prospect, IL, has 2
children, 2 grandchildren and
is retired.

LORRAINE (KRUEGER)
STAHL (JUNE 1944) lives
in Wonder Lake, IL, has 3
children and 7 grandchildren.
JEAN (BOYLE) STEWART
(JUNE 1944) lives in Ingleside, IL, has 4 children, 5
grandchildren and is a
housewife.
MARGIE (TROESTER) MC
BRIDE (JUNE 1945) lives in
Brooksville, FL, has 3 children, 3 grandchildren and is
retired.
GERRY (SHRAMEK)
PAYSON (JUNE 1945)
graduated from U of I BA
1955, lives in Northbrook,
IL, has 2 children and is a
retired musician.
DOLORES (KOCH)
REICHERT (JUNE 1945)
graduated from Wright AA
1948, lives in Arroyo
Grandei, CA, has 4 children,
4 grandchildren and is retired.
DELORES (BRUBACH)
GORR (JUNE 1946) lives in
Schiller Park, IL, has 3 children, 5 grandchildren and is
a certified painting instructor.
ANNETTE (STIEBER)
HANISCH (JUNE 1946)
MARRIED DICK (JUNE

MARILYN (BERGSTROM)
MOORE (JUNE 1946) lives
in Tacoma, WA, has 2 children 2 grandchildren and is
retired from JC Penney.

SHIRLEY (MILLER)
TURNER (JANUARY
1947) lives in Mt Prospect,
IL, has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, and 2 great grandchildren and is a housewife.
BETTY (DOYLE) ELGE
(JUNE 1947) lives in Seward, AK, has 3 children, 8
grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren and is a retired
Alaska RR dock agent.
Lives 20 mi. out of Seward
in Chugach Nat’l Forest with
the bears and moose!
LAWRENCE WALQUIST
(JUNE 1947) graduated from
U of IL BFA 1957, Harvard
School of Design MLA
1958, Catholic U, Argentina
1997, lives in Columbus.
OH, has 4 children, 12
grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, elected to Council
of Fellows Amer. Soc. of
Landscape Architects and
Professor of Landscape Architecture at OH State.
GERALD WARTON (JUNE
1947) graduated from Mc
Kendree College CA 1951,
Central Oregon AS 1985,
lives in Meridan, ID, has 5
children, 11 grandchildren
and is a retired Lt. Col.
USAF.
ROBERT ROGERS (JUNE
1948) MARRIED MARIE
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(JOHNSON) (JANUARY
1949), he graduated from U
of IA BA 1956, MA 1957,
they live in Loudon, TN,
they have 2 children, 4
grandchildren, they are retired and Robert is a bush
pilot in N Ontario during the
summers.
DOLORES (MEYER)
POWELL (JANUARY
1949) lives in Vallejo, CA,
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren and is retired.
ARLENE (DRAKE) BEDO
(JUNE 1949) lives in Burbank, CA, has 4 children and
is an investment counselor.
LOIS (MOLLER) LAING
(JUNE 1949) lives is Amelia
Island, FL, has 3 children, 2
grandchildren and 1 great
grandchild and is a retired
employment supervisor.
RUTH (ANDERSSOHN)
NAPIER (JUNE 1949) lives
in Scottsdale, AZ and has 3
children and 4 grandchildren.
JOAN (SCHWAREK) ORR
(JUNE 1949) lives in Palm
Desert, CA, has 4 children, 5
grandchildren and is a realtor
and property manager.
HENRY WAGNER (JUNE
1949) MARRIED
ROSALYN (COY) (JUNE
1952), they live in Lillian,
AL, have 5 children, 11
grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren and are retired.

1950s
ELMER GUSTAFSON
(JANUARY 1950) lives in
Arlington Hts, IL, has 2
children, 2 grandchildren and
is a retired telephone traffic
engineer.
NANCY (KUHL)
BUENDING (JUNE 1950)
lives in Taos, NM, has 3
children, 4 grandchildren and
is retired.
ED GAVURA (JUNE 1950)
lives in Arlington Hts, IL,
has 1 child, 1 grandchild and
is retired.
THOMAS GUTZMAN
(JUNE 1950) lives in Chicago, has 2 children, 3
grandchildren and is retired.
CLIFFORD HUNN (JUNE
1950) MARRIED DIANE
(ZAK) (JUNE 1954), they
lives in Crystal Lake, IL,
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have 4 children, 5 grandchildren. Clifford is a Dentist
and Diane is an RN.

DALE KENDRICK (JUNE
1950) lives in Libertyville,
IL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and is the owner of
Barnaby’s Restaurant on the
corner of Touhy & Mt Prospect Rd in Des Plaines, IL.
FRED POTTINGER (JUNE
1950) graduated from Northern BA, U of Chicago MA,
lives in Glenview, IL, has 3
children, 5 grandchildren and
is a retired teacher.
ROBERT SIR (JUNE 1950)
graduated from Lake Forest
BA, lives in Alpharetta, GA,
has 7 children, 10 grandchildren and is a custom homebuilder.
DOLORES (MATHISEN)
BAUER (JANUARY 1951)
MARRIED BILL (JUNE
1950)
MARGARET (KREBS)
GRUMBINE (JANUARY
1951), lives in Schiller Park,
IL, has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild
and is retired.
CAROLE (JOHNSON)
JOHNSON (JANUARY
1951) MARRIED ARTHUR
(JANUARY 1951), she
graduated from Wright AA
1977, Oakton AAS 1979,
Lewis U BA 1986, lives in
Chicago, has 6 children, 15
grandchildren and is retired.
ELIZABETH (ELLIS)
BARBEY (JUNE 1951)
lives in Houston, TX, has 2
children, 7 grandchildren,
and 2 great grandchildren
and is an accounting clerk.
WILLIAM FORNEY (JUNE
1951) graduated from Indiana BS 1955, lives in
Bloomington, IN, has 4 children, 8 grandchildren and is
a retired accountant.
WILLIAM KAMMER
(JUNE 1951) lives in Algonquin, IL, has 3 children, 8
grandchildren and is a retired
real estate appraiser.
DOUG LATTNER (JUNE
1951) graduated from U of I
BSEE 1955, U of Chicago
MBA 1975, lives in Mt
Prospect, IL, has 3 children,
10 grandchildren and is retired from Ameritech.

NANCY (ZUEHLKE)
WINTAKES (JANUARY
1952) MARRIED BOB
(JANUARY 1952), he
graduated from Northwestern BS 1968, and they live in
Mt Prospect, IL, have 5 children, 9 grandchildren and are
retired.
RONALD ARON (JUNE
1952) graduated from U of I
BS 1958, lives in Arlington
Hts, IL, has 5 children, 8
grandchildren and is a retired
director from US Gypsum.
DIANE (KREBS) DASH
(JUNE 1952) graduated from
IL Masonic Hosp RN, lives
in Elmhurst, IL, has 3 children, 6 grandchildren and is
a retired RN.
BOB EISCHEN (JUNE
1952) MARRIED PAT
(LINK) (JUNE 1954), he
graduated from U of Denver
BSBA 1957, Pat graduated
from U of I Bsed 1959, they
live in Skokie, IL, have 3
boys, 6 grandchildren and
both are retired.

JAMES FIZZELL
(JANUARY 1953) graduated
from U of I BS 1957, MS
1962, lives in Park Ridge,
IL, has 6 children, 12 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren. He is a retired consulting horticulturist but still
appears on WGN and radio,
he has authored 16 books on
gardening and has coauthored 10 more.
PAUL REBSCHER
(JANUARY 1953) lives in
Moriches, NY, has 1 child
and is a retired pilot.
JERRY SPACHNER
(JANUARY 1953) graduated
from Lake Forest College
BA 1958, lives in Elk Grove,
IL and is retired from General Mills.
KENT ANDERSON (JUNE
1953) graduated from
Northwestern BSME 1960,
lives in Madison, WI, has 2
children, 2 grandchildren and
is retired.
LENORE (RAMELOW)
IMONDI (JUNE 1953)
graduated from North Park
1955, U of I MusEd 1957, U
of RI MLS 1970, lives in
Johnston, RI, has 1 son,
3grandchildren and is a retired teacher/librarian.

JACKIE (SASSANA)
PATTERSON (JUNE 1953)
lives in Chicago, has 3 children (all Taft grads), 4
grandchildren and is retired
from human resources.
ROBERT BEBEE (JUNE
1954) MARRIED ALICE
(SARAU) (JUNE 1954),
they lives in Deland, FL,
have 3 children, 13 grandchildren and are retired.
ALAN HALVERSON
(JUNE 1954) graduated from
Brigham Young BS 1965,
lives in Littleton, CO, has 3
children, 4 grandchildren and
is a computer programmer
and piano and vocal musician.
NORINE (ANDERSON)
KMETT (JUNE 1954)
graduated from Wittenberg
BS 1962, U of Dayton MS
1982, lives in Springfield,
OH, has 2 children, 5 grandchildren and is a retired math
teacher/accountant.
KENNETH MOTZNY
(JUNE 1954) graduated from
Purdue BS 1959, lives in
Rockford, IL, has 3 children,
7 grandchildren and is retired.
CHARLES H. PETERSEN
(JUNE 1954) MARRIED
JOAN (MAAS) (JUNE
1956), they live in Port St
Lucie, FL, have 3 children, 7
grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren and are retired.
ROBERT PHILLIPS (JUNE
1954) lives in Arlington Hts,
IL, has 4 children, 10 grandchildren and is a retired field
superintendent.
ANITA (ANDREWS)
JOHNSEN (JANUARY
1955) MARRIED WALTER
(JUNE 1954) they live in
Salt Springs, FL, have 2 children, 2 grandchildren and are
retired.
DELIGHT (HOOGLAND)
WEST (JANUARY 1955)
lives in Clearwater, FL, has
3 children, 8 grandchildren,
and 2 great grandchildren
and is a retired professor.
MELVIN BEAVER (JUNE
1955) lives in Golden Valley, MN and Mesa, AZ, has
2 children, 5 grandchildren
and is retired.
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JAMES HARTZER (JUNE
1955) graduated from De
Paul BA 1959, MI State MA
1968, lives in Norwalk, CT,
has 3 children, 6 grandchildren and is president of a TV
production company.
WILLIAM HERBST (JUNE
1955) graduated fromIL
State BS 1959, Northern MS
1964, lives in Fountain Hills,
AZ, has 3 children, 1 grandchild and is a retired middle
school principal.
JOYCE (SCHMIDT) MC
INTOSH (JUNE 1955) lives
in Bloomington, IL, has 4
children, 8 grandchildren, 3
great grandchildren and is a
retired US postal window
clerk.
JUDY (MILZ) REKETT
(JUNE 1955) lives in Bradenton, FL, has 3 children, 6
grandchildren and is retired.
JAMES TEUFEL (JUNE
1955) lives in Palatine, IL,
has 3 children, 7 grandchildren and is retired.
ARLENE (WANKE)
TOBIASSEN (JUNE 1955)
lives in Walnut, CA, has 5
children, 15 grandchildren
and is retired.
MARLENE (CERNY)
WILLIAMSON (JUNE
1955) lives in Glendale, AZ,
has 3 children and is a retired
secretary.
PAT (SADLER)
NORDENGRAN (JUNE
1956) lives in Cary, IL, has 3
children, 4 grandchildren and
is retired.
GORDON ARNSPIGER
(JUNE 1957) graduated from
Purdue BS 1961, lives in
Flagstaff, AZ and is retired.
LYNN (MORLEY)
MARTIN (JUNE 1957)
graduated from U of I BA
1960, lives in Hobe Sound,
FL, has 7 children, 19 grandchildren and is a professor/consultant and a member
of the Alumni Hall of Fame.
BEVERLY (SPRECKER)
LASEKE (JUNE 1957)
graduated from Harper College AS 1977, Concordia BA
1980, lives in Rockford, IL,
has6 children, 6 grandchildren and is an office manager.
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KARAN (WELS)
WIKLANSKI (JANUARY
1958) lives in Troy, MI,
have 3 children, 5 grandchildren and is a retired office
manager.
JUDY
(SCHRAFFENBERGER)
THORNTON (JANUARY
1958) graduated from FL
Southern BS 1962, U of GA
MeD 1970, EdS 1980, lives
in Venice, FL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and is
an educational consultant.
NANCY (KAMPE)
ZEPPOS (JANUARY 1958)
lives in Des Plaines, IL, has
3 children, 5 grandchildren
and is retired.

JOHN CHIOUS (JUNE
1958) graduated from U of I
BA 1962, lives in San Diego,
CA, has 2 children, 1 grandchild and is a retired artist.
SHIRLEY (EILKEN)
DICKENSCHEIDT (JUNE
1958) lives in Hoffman Estates, IL, has 4 children, 7
grandchildren and is a
homemaker.
FRED ALLEGRETTI
(JUNE 1959) lives in Johnsburg, IL, has 3 children, 2
grandchildren and is CEO of
Callahan Group Consulting.
RITA (KOLCONAY)
BEVERIDGE (JUNE 1959)
lives in Walworth, WI, has 3
children, 2 grandchildren and
is a housewife.
KEN MONAHAN (JUNE
1959) graduated from
Northwestern BA 1963, MA
1964, and PhD 1972, lives in
Mt Prospect, IL, has 2 children and is an educator.

1960s
GREG DRUMMER
(JANUARY 1960)
MARRIED MARY (SEITZ)
(JUNE 1962), they live in
Gainesville, GA, have 3 children, 6 grandchildren and are
both retired teachers.
CONNIE (RACZKA)
BALDACCI (JUNE 1960)
lives in Boynton Beach, FL,
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren and is a moissanite jewelry trunk show rep.
MARIAN (SCHLEEDE)
BUSTA (JUNE 1960)
graduated from Northwest-

ern BS, lives in Park Ridge
and is an RN.

MILLIE (ELIAS) CITTI
(JUNE 1960) lives in Delavan, WI, has 3 children, 8
grandchildren and is a retired
librarian.
TERRY NELSON (JUNE
1960) graduated from U of I
BS, Northern MS, lives in
Palatine, IL, has 2 children, 2
grandchildren and is a consultant for Sunbanes-Oxley.
ROBERT SPERL (JUNE
1960) MARRIED
CAROLYN (LARSEN)
(JUNE 1961), Robert graduated from Roosevelt BSBA
1980, Carolyn graduated
from Roosevelt BABA 1984,
Loyola MSIR 1989 Kent
Law JD 1999, they live in
Itasca, IL, have 4 children, 8
grandchildren, Robert is a
CFO, Carolyn is a human
resource consultant.
BARBARA (REINKE)
FINNEGAN (JANUARY
1961) lives in Southampton,
PA, has 2 children, 7 grandchildren and is a legal secretary.
SUSAN (PAYNE)
FLEMING (JANUARY
1961) lives in Eagle River,
WI, has 3 children, 4 grandchildren and is retired.
MARGE (BROWNFIELD)
GALIVAN (JANUARY
1961) lives in Chattanooga,
TN and has 3 children and 4
grandchildren.
MARLYS (JOHNSON)
SWANSON (JANUARY
1961) graduated from De
Pauw BS 1965, lives in
Waukesha, WI, has 3 children, 4 grandchildren and is
an RN-coordinator of a
women’s midlife program.
JACQUELINE (ALLEY)
BILLINGS (JUNE 1961)
lives in Roswell, GA, has 3
children, 9 grandchildren and
is on a disaster relief team
and deaf interpreter.
JANET (SCAFURI)
BUCHHOLZ (JUNE 1961)
lives in Edmonds, WA, has 2
children, 4 grandchildren and
is a retired financial coordinator.
NANCY (FRAHM)
ROGERS (JANUARY 1962)
lives in Coon Valley, WI,

has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, and 1 great grandchild
and is a retired preschool
teacher.

CAROL (ANDERSON)
BENNETT (JUNE 1962),
graduated from U of I BA
1970, lives in Divide, Co,
has 3 children, 1 grandchild
and is retired.
ELAINE (GUNTHER)
BRUMMITT (JUNE 1962)
lives in Park Ridge, IL, has 3
children, 4 grandchildren and
is a senior field promotion
manager.
JIM GRABOWSKI (JUNE
1962) MARRIED KATHY
(MEYER) (JUNE 1962),
they lives in Inverness, IL,
they have 2 children and 4
grandchildren. Jim is in the
Taft Alumni Hall of Fame.
EILEEN THORNE
(JANUARY 1963) lives in
New Port Richey, FL and is
retired.
LYNN LILLA (JUNE 1963)
MARRIED CAROLYN
(COCO) (JUNE 1966) they
live in Virginia Beach, VA,
have 1 child. Lynn is retired
military now a technical
writer for a military contractor and Carolyn is a law firm
manager.
LEON SCHURTER (JUNE
1963) lives in Thousand
Oaks, CA, has 2 children and
is an attorney/negotiator.
JOEL PASOWICZ
(JANUARY 1964) graduated
from U of MD BA 1972, U
of AR MA 1974, lives in
Dulles, VA, has 2 children, 1
grandchild and is an accountant.
PATRICIA (ZWIKI)
SWAGGERTY (JANUARY
1964) lives in Chicago, has 3
children, 3 grandchildren and
is an executive assistant.
CHERYL (MILLER)
DOMINOWSKI
(JANUARY 1965) lives in
Prospect Hts, IL, has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and is
a showroom manager.
LINNEA (ORSAN) LINDH
(JANUARY 1965) lives in
Round Lake, IL, has 2 children, 3 grandchildren and is
an accountant.
JOAN (JOHNSON)
WALENDY (JANUARY
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1965) graduated from U of
WI BS 1968, Nat’l Louis
Med 1992, and lives in
Bloomingdale, IL, has 2
children and is a teacher.
GINNY (HALL) BROWN
(JUNE 1965) graduated from
Carroll College BA
1969,lives in Mukwonago,
WI, has 3 children, 5 grandchildren (triplets and twins)
and is a retired teacher.
PAMELA (PIPER) FARB
(JUNE 1965) graduated from
Ravenswood Hospital RN
1968, lives in Punta Gorda,
FL, has 3 children, 3 grandchildren and is an RN.
BRAD SCHNELL (JUNE
1965) graduated from U of I
BD 1971, Loyola MBA
1979, HT MS 1991, lives in
Des Plaines, IL and works
for the state of Illinois.
KENNETH CARLSON
(JANUARY 1966) graduated
from Triton AA 1976, Louis
U BA 1986, lives in Mesa,
AZ, has 2 children, 1 grandchildren. He is a retired police officer from Bartlett, IL
and is disabled.
GARY ANDERSEN (JUNE
1966) graduated from Northeastern BA 1977, lives in
Palatine, IL and is a transportation dept. mgr.
JACK BRISENO (JUNE
1966) lives in Naperville, IL,
has 2 children and is a TV
cameraman/video engineer
and also a member of the
Old Town School of Music,
Beatles Ensemble.
PATRICIA (LANNON)
JOHNSON (JUNE 1966)
graduated from MN State BS
1970, U of UT MS 1974, U
of AZ MPH 2002, lives in
Mesa, AZ, has 2 children
and is a neonatal nurse practitioner.
BART BRION (JUNE 1967)
MARRIED LINDA
(TERRY) (JUNE 1967,
THEY LIVE IN Plano, TX,
have 2 children and are retired.
TOM MARQUARDT
(JUNE 1967) graduated from
North Park BA 1971, lives in
Mt Prospect, IL and is a systems analyst.
JUDITH (INGRAM)
OWENS (JUNE 1967)
Page 6

CLASS NOTES
graduated from Northwestern BA, lives in Chicago, has
1 child, 1 grandchild and is a
retired teacher.

RICHARD OLSON (JUNE
1967) graduated from SWU
BS 1971, lives in Wakefield,
MI, has 1 child and is retired.
DONNA (SWOCH) PAULY
(JUNE 1967) graduated from
U of WI BSE 1971, LSU MS
1980, lives in Rolling Meadows, IL, has 2 children and is
a media center director at
Lincoln School.
LINDA (SCHAFFERT)
HENDRICKS (JUNE 1968)
lives in Bartlett, IL, has 2
children, 3 grandchildren and
is retired.
THOMAS OFF (1968) lives
in Hayward, WI and is retired.
NANCY (HENDERSON)
SHAFFER (JUNE 1968)
graduated from Northern BS
and MS, lives in Elgin, IL,
has 7 children and is a reading teacher.
CHUCK WIRTANEN
(1968) graduated from
Northeastern BS 1972,
Northern MS 1985, lives in
The Villages, FL and is a
retired teacher and coach.
PENNY (ANCHALES)
EVANS (1969) graduated
from Harrington Inst. Of Design BFA, lives in San
Diego, CA and is an interior
designer.
KATHY (SOVER)
GARDNER (1969) graduated from Northwestern RN,
lives in Huntersville, NC,
has 3 children, 2 grandchildren and is an RN.
LINDA (BOYD) KARP
(1969) lives in Chicago, has
1 child and is in business
investments. Spends winters
in Del Ray Beach, FL.
JOANNE (SAUER)
KRAJECKI (1969) lives in
Norridge, IL, has 3 children
and is a contract administrator/purchasing agent.
LE ROY NEGA (1969)
MARRIED JUDY
(JACOBSEN) (1970), they
live in Hawthorn Woods, IL
and have 1 child.

1970s

GLENNA (DUDLEY)
PEARSON (1970) graduated
from Carthage 1974, U of
WI 1981 BA and MS, lives
in Park Ridge, IL, has 2 children and is a learning center
director.
JOYCE (WILGUS)
SHERMAN (1970) lives in
Prospect Hts, IL, has 3 children and is a landscape/room
make over designer.
LUANNE (SCALZITTI)
STONE (1970) graduated
from Triton 1975, lives in
Gepp, AR, has 2 children
and is a dental technician,
also raises cattle.
MELODY CHILDS (1971)
graduated from Northeastern
BS 1975, U of I MS 1977, U
of NM BSN 1989, lives in
Sandia Park, NM and is an
RN/freelance writer.
DIANE HANSEN (1971)
graduated from Albertus
Magnus College 02, lives in
New London, CT, has 3
children and is an account
technician.
DEBORAH (POKORNY)
KOLZE (1971) graduated
from Triton AA 1981, Rosary BA 1984, lives in Wood
Dale, IL and is a business
and life certified coach.
BRIAN JOHNSON (1971)
graduated from U of IA
BBA 1975, lives in Scottsdale, AZ, has 2 children and
is a VP sales and marketing.
BARBARA (MOE) LE
MASTER (1971) graduated
from Western BS 1975, lives
in Naperville, IL, has 2 children, 1 grandchild and is a
custom picture framer.
BARBARA (STOESSER)
MENGARELLI (1971)
graduated from U of I BS
1976, lives in Kildeer, IL,
has 2 children and is an occupational therapist.
CHRISTINE (FRASS)
SPILLIOS (1971) lives in
Tucson, AZ, has 2 children
and is an account administrator.
NANCY (HINRICHS)
WARMOTH (1971) graduated from U of I BS 1975,
lives in Downers Grove, IL,

has 2 children and is an accountant.
GRACE (IDE)
WASIELEWSKI (1971)
graduated from Elmhurst BS,
U of Chgo MBA, lives in
Prospect Hts, IL, has 2 children and is director of materials planning for Rapid Solutions.
SUSAN WEINSTEIN
(1971) graduated from U of I
BS 1976, Nat’l Lewis U MS
1989, lives in Evanston, IL,
has 1 children and is a school
based occupational therapist.
NANCY (BALLA) EZRA
(1972) graduated from
Northeastern BA 1976, Cal
State MA 1992, PhD 2007,
lives in Van Nuys, CA, has 2
children and is a director,
child psychology at Children’s Hospital in LA.
JAMES GARZINO (1972)
MARRIED KAREN (MC
DONOUGH) (1973) graduated from SIU BS 03, lives
in Naperville, IL, has 1 girl
and is a paramedic/firefighter
in Naperville.
JUDY (SPIEROWSKI)
KEARNEY (1972) graduated from UIC BA 1975,
Wright AAS 1996, lives in
Chicago, has 1 child and is a
CPA.
CHERYLE (LESSNER)
KOWAL (1972) lives in Arlington Hts, IL, has 2 children and is an assistant executive director of a veterinary organization.
CARL OVERHULS (1972)
lives in Niles, IL, has 2 children and is a real estate broker.
PHILIP PETERSON (1973)
graduated from St Joseph
College BS 1977, lives in
Villa Park, IL, has 1 child
and is the chief financial officer for ABT Electronics.
GREG HANCHAR (1974)
graduated from Wright AA
1975, AAS 1977, SIU BS
1995, Nat’l Fire Academy
1994, St Francis Paramedic
1996, lives in Chilton, WI,
has 2 children and is a WI
fire service education director.
TOM PERSINO (1974)
MARRIED DONNA
(STANLEY) (1979), they
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live in Des Plaines, IL, have
2 boys, Tom is a plumber
and Donna is a bookkeeper.
JEFFERY STOTZ (1974)
lives in Chicago and is a
handyman.
ELAINE (DOMKOWSKI)
MONERIEFF (1975) graduated from U of I BS 1979,
lives in Hawthorn Woods,
IL, has 2 children and is a
senior quality assurance engineer.
DONALD WOLFF (1975)
graduated from Northern
1979, lives in Elmhurst, IL,
has 2 children and is the
owner of Wolff’s Market
Palace.
JANICE (CUELI) YOUNG
(1975) lives in Green Bay,
WI and is a safe deposit/switchboard attendant
at a bank.
LARRY COFFEY (1976)
lives in Kildeer, IL, has 2
children and is an insurance
account manager.
PATRICIA
(MACHOWSKI) WILSON
(1976) graduated from
Northern BS 1980, lives in
San Antonio, TX, has 1 child
and is owner of a heating and
a/c business.
LEO GOLDA (1977)
MARRIED JEAN (MC
DONOUGH) (1977), they
live in Barrington, IL and
have 3 children

CLASS NOTES

SHARON (NOWAK)
HALPERIN (1977) graduated from SIU BS 1981,
lives in River Forest, IL, has
2 children and is a real estate
broker.
MARTIN HERTAL (1977)
graduated from Luther College BA 1981, Wartburg
Seminary M Div 1985, lives
in Arlington Hts, IL and is a
claims adjustor for Zurich
Insurance.

MICHAEL DUGGER
(1979) graduated from U of I
BSE 1984, Northwestern
PhD 1990, lives in Tigeras,
NM and is a materials scientist and member of the wilderness search & rescue
team.

SHARON HOFF (1977)
lives in Chicago and is a
saleswoman for Prudential.

LOREN HIZEL (1979)
MARRIED DENICE
(HERMESDORF) (1979), he
graduated from SIU 1984,
CPS 1989, Denice graduated
Mundelein 1984, they live in
Chicago, have 3 children,
Loren is with the Spectrom
Group, Denice works at
Walgreens.

RICHARD BAKE (1978)
graduated from Northeastern
BA 1983, lives in Park
Ridge, IL, has 2 children and
is a chief investigator of the
IL Dept of Financial Institutions.
SUSAN (MARQUARDT)
MORRISON (1978) graduated from Southern IL BS
1982, lives in Thousand
Oaks, CA and is a senior
analyst and programmer.
LORI (STROMQUIST)
PATRICELLI (1978) graduated from Northeastern BA
1982, lives in Elk Grove, IL,
has 2 children and is a
homemaker.
CAROL CHRISOS (1979)
graduated from Loyola BS
1982, lives in Arlington Hts,
IL and is a lab supervisor.

KEITH ENGELMANN
(1979) graduated from
Northern BS 1983, lives in
Orland Park, IL, has 1 child
and is a general manager

JOSEPH LAUDADIO
(1979) MARRIED LAURA
(ROTZOLL) (1979), they
live in St Charles, IL, has 2
children and Joseph is an
account/invoice manager.
DON NEEDHAM (1979)
MARRIED CATHERINE
(STOOUNG) (1980), he
graduated from US Naval
Academy BS 1983, MS
1990, U of CT PhD 1997.
Catherine graduated from
Empire State BS 1987, they
live in Annapolis, MD, have
4 children. Don is a professor of computer sciences,
Catherine is an RN.

ROSEMARIE WOLSKI
(1979) graduated from
Northeastern BA 1983, lives
in Chicago and is a service
representative.

1980s
LISA (SCHMIDT)
BARTOS (1981) lives in
Hoffman Estates, IL, has 3
children and is a customer
service rep for First Card.
PATTY (BOOKMAN)
BRUMMOND (1981) lives
in Mc Henry, IL, has 1 child
and is a sales manager.
MARY (BONOCORE)
WILSON (1984) graduated
from Triton AAS 1986, lives
in Lemmon, SD, has 2 children and is a homemaker.
LINDA (VALTERS)
SCAGGS (1987) lives in
Hollywood, MN and has 1
child.
COLLEEN (COCKHILL)
CROUS (1985) lives in West
Chicago, IL, has 2 children
and is a teacher.
DONNA (VALTERS)
KERN (1989) lives in Holland, NY and has 1 child.

1990s
LOUIS HALLWAS (1991)
lives in Chicago, graduated
from Columbia BA 1996 and
is a musician.

In Our Memories
Joseph L. Amenta, class of January 1940 died June 18, 2007. He
was in the first class to graduate
from Taft High School.
Virginia “Ginny” Herringshaw
Payne, class of January 1942 had
a two-year bout with cancer and
died April 10, 2007. Her husband
Howard Payne was also a transferred student from Schurz High
School when Taft first opened in
the fall of 1939.
Freida (Oelberg) Faklaris, class of
January 1943 passed away on July
2, 2007.
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Dolores (Herrmann) Drummond,
class of 1945 passed away on
January 17, 2005.
Robert Berns, class of January
1946 died August 10, 2007. See
his biography in TAA newsletter of
Spring 2003, page 13 where he
was highlighted after winning the
TAA logo competition. His logo is
shown on the address page of
each TAA newsletter. He leaves
his wife Doris (Bockhaus) Berns,
also a Taft graduate, class of June
1947. They lived in Morton Grove
IL.
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Patricia R. (Bosworth) Smith,
class of 1946 died March 9, 2006.
She lived in East Dundee, IL.
George Trefelner, class of January 1949 passed away recently, no
date given.
LeRoy Bazany, class of June 1950
died August 18, 2007.
Marion (Jacobson) McLeod,
class of January 1953 died June
22, 2007 from breast cancer.
Jerry Schreiber, class of January
1956 died on August 8, 2007 from
brain cancer.
Ronald A. Drumke, class of 1959
passed away on July 29, 2007. He

was a Chicago area trial lawyer
and real estate attorney over 40
years from Evanston, Illinois. Ron
was also an accomplished saxophone player while at Taft.
Thomas Meyer, class of June
1960 died suddenly November 21,
2004.
Darcy Gallaher Gaffigan, class of
1961, passed away August 2, 2005
from pancreatic cancer in her home
in Baton Rouge LA.
Nancy Wiliko, class of June 1963
died November 2006.

Wayne Ebner, class of June 1965,
passed away February 12, 2007.
Bill Caputo, class of 1968 died of
a heart attack March 22, 2007.
Ron Groh, class of 1970 passed
away on August 18, 2006.
Susan Lynn Johnson, class of
1970, passed away July 2, 2007
from cervical cancer. She lived in
Chicago.
Patti (Stubblefield) Gunther,
class of 1971 died on May 26,
2006.

Thomas Bolling, class of January
1965 died September 2003.

Is your E-mail address up to date?
This notice is being repeated as a reminder. Since it's inception eight years ago, the Taft Alumni E-mail Directory
has become a popular feature of the TAA website. Over 1,500 alumni from the Classes of 1940 through 2002
have registered. The directory, however, can connect classmates only if the information is accurate.
Please take a moment and check your entry at www.taftalumni.org (click on Searchable e-mail Directory) to verify
that we have listed your name, your year of graduation, and your e-mail address and/or website accurately. Write
to eagleemail@taftalumni.org if you wish to add your name or make any changes.
For your protection, we do not post your address as a hyperlink. Your bio and street address information should
be addressed directly to TAA President Kay Kuciak at taftalum@cox.net.

Letters to the Editor

From left to right: Denny Pickett, June 1958, Dick Teuscher, June 1956, Lynn Terry, Gordon Arnspiger
and Ken Eeles all from the class of June 1957
Jerry:
Here is the photo Dick Teuscher referred to in the letter of his you included in the last edition of the newsletter. The five of us played baseball together at Taft. Our get together was held at Gordon and Darlene Arnpiger's Flagstaff Arizona home. Dick and his wife Adrienne (Thompson) [Teuscher] January 1958, who live
in Indiana were in Flagstaff to visit their daughter and her family who live there, Denny and his wife Karen
(Jensen) [Pickett] January 1960, who live in DeKalb, Illinois had been visiting relatives in the Phoenix area
and drove up to Flagstaff to join us. Ken Eeles and his wife Lois live in the Phoenix area and my wife
Maudelle and I live 45 minutes away in Sedona.
Lynn Terry (June ’57)
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Beesley clan - 1942: Ralph (Schurz 1936),
Elaine (Jan 1940, Chuck (June 1941) and
Marjorie (June 1945) in front of their home at
Newark/Ardmore (missing is Gene - serving
overseas at that time).
Hi Jerry:
For many years we have been TAA Members
and as TAA Newsletters were received, we read
them and marveled at the dedication of various
Boards over these many years. Our last TAA event
was I believe the Taft 25th Anniversary Dance in
the early 60s, as we moved from Arlington Heights
in 1966 to Whittier, CA.
Reason for this mail - we had a classmate at
Taft named "Beesley" and I am trying to track
down our Taft High Classmates. We have been
members of TAA for years but I never tried contacts. Would like to know if it was your Dad was the
“Beesley” we knew at Taft? Also is there a directory e-mail address or file location for Alumni
Members. Would appreciate a response. [Ginny]
lived on Oketo Street near Avondale Ave. I do not
know what elementary school she attended. I went
to Hitch Elementary near Milwaukee Avenue.
Thanks for helping me out. Ginny, my wife was
taken to heaven by an Angel this past April, we
were married 60 Years. [later]…I showed the
Beesley photo to my daughter. The photo came
through...just like we looked a few decades ago.
Thanks... She say "WoW" .
Howard Payne (January 1942)
[Editor’s note: Howard, See photo of my father (Ralph) and his
siblings from 1942. You were in the same class with my Uncle
Chuck, but I can’t connect you with any of them, as they are all
gone now, the last passing away just last summer. But, please
check out the E-mail directory on our website:
www.taftalumni.org for other classmates. We’ve added yours,
too. As Paulette (Zemaitis) English stated, “We are always
pleased to list a member of the “Greatest Generation”. Jerry
Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor]
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Wilbur Chew, class of June 1965 just returned
from DC (July 29, 2007) where a 40-year memorial
of the historic fire on the USS Forrestal (134 killed,
270 injured) was held at the "Wall" and Arlington
National Cemetery. He said, “I was aboard that
day along with Senator John McCain; I was injured
and hospitalized for 2 weeks. This was the worse
Naval disaster since WWII.”
Hi-- Please add my name to your E-Mail list. …This
is a great way to communicate with our fellow
classmates. I wish more of our alumni would add
their names to the list. After my review of the current list there are three people I'm going to contact,
two of which I not only graduated high school with
but also grade school. Thank you for giving us the
opportunity to keep in touch with our classmates.
My Taft Alumni Association Application for membership is being sent today.
Steve Uglinica (1956)
[Steve, I'm so glad you've found some old friends! Your email
address has been entered. Please check your entry in the Taft
email directory (http://www.taftalumni.org/) for accuracy, and be
sure to let us know if your email address changes. For your
protection, we will not post your address as a hyperlink. Your
bio and street address information should be addressed directly
to Kay Kuciak at taftalum@cox.net, but I'm forwarding it to her
with this reply. Thanks so much! Paulette (Zemaitis) English,
TAA Web Editor]

Dear Mr. Heyer,
Last September the Taft class of January
1961 had our first ever reunion; it was great! We
had a little money left after our expenses and
would like to put that towards the Scholarship
Fund. We plan to have another reunion in four
years and maybe we can make an effort to further
support the Scholarship Fund at that time, if not
before!
Carole (Steinke) Knutson (January 1961)
[President’s Note: Thanks to the class of January 1961, we did
use your donation toward a scholarship this past June; thank
you again. Kay Kuciak]
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Dear Jerry,
What a terrific job you as editor and all of your staff are doing
with the TAA Newsletter. I look forward to every issue.
I am enclosing a picture for the class of June 1947 60-year
reunion luncheon held at Bailey's Restaurant in Park Ridge, IL. The
seven gals from class of 1947 are just part of a group from school
days. There were 20 of us, who originally got together every month
for years and years until some of us moved or passed away. Doris
(Johnson) Wolter and I were the only ones who were able to attend
the class reunion dinner at O'Hare Crown Plaza on Saturday July 21,
2007.
Thanks, Mary Jane (Chmielowski) Schaeferle (June ’47)

Hi Jerry

I just received the latest issue
of the Taft Alumni Newsletter
(Summer 2007). In there was a
letter from Pam Fisk Lobenhofer (June 1962) about the Taft
Girls’ Chorus making a record. I
was in the Mixed Chorus( 64-66)
and I remember that chorus also
making a record with Mr. Stamm.
I still have a copy (in Chicago not
with me here in TN). My late
mother made me a copy when I
came in for my 35th reunion. As
Pam said the memories are sure
precious. Pam and I also share
some other memories at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church and
Mr. James A. Shiflett. Pastor Jim,
as we called him. While going
through my late parents condo, I
came across the Taft Yearbooks.
I was able to thumb through them
until I was reminded that I
needed to get back to work!
Ahhh, for the “good ole days”,
when life sure seemed simpler.
I remember all the concerts and
musicals that were put on during
those years and getting to school
Front: Doris (Bachhaus) Berns, Shirley (Bergren) Goodman.
early so that we could practice
Back: Mary Jane (Chmielowski) Schaeferle, Elaine (Read) Johnson,
before concerts and musicals
Lidia (Regoni) Piper, June (Bailey) Brinkman, Doris (Johnson) Wolter.
and of course competitions. I
still remember one city competiTo TAA:
tion that we sang a spiritual and received a standI would like to know the Taft fight song. I know it
ing ovation when we were finished.
exists, but it seems that no one [here] knows it. I'm
asking because I graduated from Taft in ‘05 and
The article on planning a reunion brought back
I'm helping coach the football team. I really want
memories of my parents planning their high school
to start a tradition for the football team. Thank you. reunions (Schurz 40). I also found their notes in
Patrick Tiangson (2005)
their tax boxes and many of the points mentioned
in the article were in their notes. I also remember
[Hello, Patrick, If you're referring to the Taft Founders'
helping out at the reunion itself so they could enjoy
March that we all sang at school events and football
it too.
games, the song is closer than you think. I've posted the
lyrics on our website. From the main page at
www.taftalumni.org, click on the Founders' March link (last
link in the second column of links at the top of the
page). That will take you to the image of the original
cover and lyrics as you scroll down. You'll also find a
link for a printable version.
Hurray for you, Patrick! You are exactly the kind of
young alumnus that TAA likes to see and encourage. If
you have difficulty printing it out, I'll be happy to mail a
copy to you. Go Eagles! We are tickled that you asked
because the song is finally making a comeback in the
hallowed halls of Taft. Paulette (Zemaitis) English,
Class of '67, TAA Web Editor]

Well, I guess I had better go and take care of
the livestock. Yes this Chicago girl is a farm gal
now after retiring from teaching. I like my wideopen spaces and low traffic volume. I enjoy visiting Chicago but couldn’t live there anymore. If
anyone is looking for a loveable investment in the
form of llamas and alpacas, I’d be happy to talk to
them. As our logo says, Need a smile, stop a
while, HAHA Farm, home of 12 alpacas, 8 llamas,
9 cats and 1 husband.
Kathie (Yehling) Haber (January 1967 but graduated August 1966)
Dear Jerry:
My husband and I were on a tour of Europe this
summer, cruising the Rhine and traveling in Swit-
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zerland. To my delight, on the first night of the
cruise I met a fellow Taft alum from the class of
1950. She graduated in January; I was a June
graduate. She is Nancy (Kinell) Sleeman. I am
in the front - holding the flag on the right, wearing
white slacks. Nancy is just behind me, second
from right in the white lace top.
Although we did not actually know each other
while at Taft, we found that we not only share the
same first name and the same graduation year
from Taft, but we also have many mutual friends.
[Another] coincidence - we both have husbands
who are [University of] Illinois alums. I am sending
her my latest copy of the Taft Newsletter so that
she can join and receive regular news. It's surely a
small world.
Nancy (Boulting) Stoneburner (June 1950)
Dear Jerry, Kay, et al,
Thank you for all of your dedication and hard
work that makes so many former Tafties very
happy!
Greg [Drummer] (Jan 60) and I (June 62) have
recently double-dated with great friends - Ken and
Sandie (Mau) Andersen (Jan 60) and Jim and
Pat (Engquist) Hubenthal (June 61 and June
62). We are hopeful that members of those
classes will be looking forward to 50 year celebrations come 2010, 2011 and 2012. Greg's brother,
Leo (Jan 57) has inspired us with his 50th reunion
this Spring. We are willing to help plan and orchestrate reunions from here in Gainesville, Georgia if anyone in Chicago has such an inclination.
Our respective classes had wonderful 10 and
25 year reunions. Everyone who worked so hard
to make those reunions such a great occasions
may want to lend their expertise to some novices.
We also enjoy all of the photos folks send in to the
TAA. The Florida picnic looked like great fun.
Hello to cousins, Barbara, Maralyn and Martha.
Thanks again TAA officers and newsletter staff.
Mary (Seitz) Drummer (June 1962)
To TAA:
An interesting experience: At a recent art
show in Deerfield one exhibitor had posted a letter
about what had inspired his artistic endeavors, he
Taft Alumni Newsletter Fall 2007

mentions being a Flash Gordon fan - having a
grade school teacher who taught him he "could go
anywhere he wanted to -- in his mind" and his high
school teacher who had "out of body experiences"
in his off hours. Then he happened to give Mr.
Miller's name and I said, "Oh, you went to Taft didn't you?" That led to a long discussion of shared
memories though we were years separated and
hadn't known one another! He turned out to be
Richard Arfsten; I'm not sure of his class year 56 or 57 I think. He hadn't heard of the Alumni Association. Could someone send him a copy? I love
getting the Newsletter, great job guys.
Millicent (Penni) Isaacson (June 1959)
[President’s Note: We did send Richard a copy of the Newsletter and hope we hear from him. Kay Kuciak]

Dear Jerry.
Re: XXIII, No. 3. Thank you for the good spaces
in the fine Taft Alumni Newsletter. I got a nice response from Bill Becker. I wonder what the circulation of the good TAN is.
That letter from Margie Saiger Hallwas (1961)
was powerful and thought provoking. Thank you
for printing something so strong.
John Heinz (1952)
[Our Summer issue was about 16,000 copies… J.
Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor]

Dear Kay,
I was recently in Chicago, (early
July) and took a friend to Super Dawg at
Milwaukee and Devon.
There I met a retired English
professor but lost his name.
It could have been Miller or
Wright. He said he retired in
1963, three years after I
graduated. He rattled off
the names I remember,
Kupcinet, Smilgoff, Dunn,
Blacharski, etc. But I would
love to
know his full name and if in fact he taught English
because he reminded me of Mr. Miller our PE Instructor in 1956-1960.
I am in the final year of my work as the
Chief Executive Officer for the Institute for Shipboard Education. If you would like to see what I
have been doing go to www.semesteratsea.org.
John Tymitz (June 1960)
[John, we doubt it is the Mr. Miller, the PE instructor of your era,
as that would have made him about 100 years old! Anyone
know who that teacher might have been? J. Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor]

Hi, Kay,
I was just on our web site to check on my
email address and found it needed to be updated which I took care of. But I also looked around a
little while I was there and was sad to see the
names of old friends on the "In Memorium" page.
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But as I pause to think about the reality of it, given
a group of 410 seventeen year olds in 1960, I'll bet
there are a lot more than 25 of us who are gone.
We're just unaware of losing them.
I may not have enough info to add to the site,
but I'll tell you what I know about Tom Grud (class
of June 1960.) Tom was flying (in a fighter, I believe) in the Viet Nam conflict. He was shot down
and killed. I saw the blurb (as opposed to the obit)
in the Chicago Tribune, but I can't begin to guess
when that was. When I was in Washington D.C. a
number of years ago, I saw his name engraved on
the Viet Nam memorial.
I don't know anything about anyone else.
Ruth and I have nine grandchildren, now. Ruth
and I can't do much except stand here with our fingers in the dike. The oldest one will start kindergarten this fall. None of them have been awarded
a Nobel Peace Prize yet, but we're anticipating that
soon.
Thanks to you and the entire board for making
this communication, the Newsletter, and TAA itself
possible.
Tom Klein (June 1960)

To TAA:
Just received the summer 2007 issue of
the Taft Alumni Newsletter this afternoon. It's a
very nice issue; thank you for all of your hard work
to put it out.
Although I've been living in California since
1956, Chicago will always be my home town. My
husband is from Brookfield and loves the city as
much as I do. We usually get back there two or
three times a year and with both families gone, we
stay downtown and enjoy all the great restaurants,
museums and theatre. We even ventured back late
one February for the Winter Festival and were
treated to three snowstorms that week. Needless
to say, we questioned our sanity being there voluntarily at that time of year. We were staying on that
trip at Hotel Burnham on Washington and State.
The morning we left for home, we stepped outside
the hotel on the State Street side, walked a few
steps to the elevator, which took us down to the
tunnel and walked to Dearborn to catch the Blue
line subway to O'Hare. Easy exit on a snowy day
and fortunately our plane was not delayed.
I'll look forward to the next issue.
Myra Andres Fisher (June 1951)

June 1955 Class Monthly Brunch
The attached picture is of classmates from the June 1955 class. We meet every other month for lunch
Anyone interested in joining us (from that class) can e-mail me at: aschoessling@sbcgloba..net.
Arlene Johnson Schoessling (June 1955)
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Taft PTSA
Even though we may not be parents of students at
Taft, we can still support Taft through the local
“Parent, Teacher & Student Association” or PTSA.
Check out the link on our alumni association website to the Taft school website. There is also a
connection to the PTSA organization. For only $10
membership, we each can support Taft directly
through this active group of dedicated volunteers.
Last Spring a team of volunteer students and parents participated in the “Clean and Green” cleanup
around Norwood and in August another group
worked at the “Komen For the Cure” Cancer Walk.
It was a three-day 60-mile walk where some
walked and others did the tent setup and other logistics.
We are pleased to see the proactive efforts of the
current board and the visual successes already
made. You recall the petition campaign they had
last spring. We highlighted it on the front page of
our Spring 2007 issue. As a result, the head of the
Chicago Board of Education, Arne Duncan made a
personal tour of our school and was shown the
needs and priorities of those needs.
Over the summer, many of the school concerns
were addressed, or at least started. A couple
truckloads of dirt was put on the baseball diamonds, nine classrooms have a fresh coat of paint
and even a couple washrooms near the large gym
were cleaned and painted. Just before school re-

convened, another two near the lunchroom were
painted! Also, two restrooms had the plumbing
and electrical systems overhauled by the school’s
hard working engineering staff. More classroom
painting is scheduled for the winter break period.
Fundraising
The PTSA's goal is not to use their resources to
fund raise within the Taft community. They simply
ask that you support their efforts via four simple
programs:
Target’s Take Charge of Education Program - Please designate Taft: Code 46000
as your school by calling 1-800-316-6142
or at: target.com/tcoe;
Office Depot’s Back To School Program
- Please tell the cashier that you would like
your purchase credited to Taft every time
you make a purchase;
Printer Cartridge and Cell Phone Recycling - Bring any used printer cartridges
from your home or place of employment to
school and drop them off in one of the bins
in the main entrance, cell phones should
be left with the security staff behind the
desk in the main entrance;
Campbell's Soup Labels - Bring your
Campbell's soup labels to school and drop
them off in the bin located at the main entrance.
Further suggestions or questions about PTSA
fundraising should be directed to Lori Blazek at
taftptsa@sbcglobal.net.

Class Notes Methodology
With almost every Alumni Newsletter I get questions about why “my bio didn’t make the Newsletter”, so
I thought I would explain how Class Notes are put together.
When a person joins the Association, if they filled out the application form, they go into Class Notes
first. If you are renewing your membership I update any information from the last time you paid, then
every four or five years we re-run the bios unless a person writes that they don’t wanted their information used. We receive too many renewals with each Newsletter; its impractical to include everyone
every time. At the moment I have enough information for the Winter Newsletter because we had a lot
of people joining or re-joining this summer.
I hope this answers all the questions of how it’s put together, if anyone has additional questions or
ideas please contact me at taftalum@cox.net. We are always looking for suggestions.
Kay (Carlson) Kuciak, Pres.
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TAA Merchandise Order Form
Please Print
Qty

Item
Windbreaker—blue nylon drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”
with full-color eagle
Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray
“You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride”
T-Shirt—heather gray cotton printed with blue TAA
logo
T-Shirt—heather gray cotton printed with blue TAA
logo
T-Shirt—heather gray cotton printed with blue TAA
logo
T-Shirt—heather gray cotton printed with blue TAA
logo
T-Shirt—heather gray cotton printed with blue TAA
logo
Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year)

Specifics

Price Each

Medium Only

$25.00

One Size Fits
All

$15.00

----

$ 3.00

Medium

$10.00

$
$
$

Large

$10.00

$

X-Large

$10.00

$

XX-Large

$12.00

XXX-Large

$12.00

Year:

$30.00

Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00
Total

Name (please print):

Total Price
$

Remitted

$
$
$
$
$

Grad Month/Year:

Address:
City/State/ZIP:

Phone: (

)

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631
Please use a separate order form for separate addresses.
Jackets: New fleece jackets on order and should be available in the winter issue.
Yearbooks: These yearbooks are hard to keep in supply. Requests are on a first-come,
first-serve basis. Thanks to all who have tried to replace your lost or destroyed books.
Currently, as of October 2nd, we have the following yearbooks available:
1942 Jan (1), 1947 Jan (1), 1982 (6), 1983 (1), 1985 (25), 1986 (53), 1987 (83), 1990 (48),
1991 (23), 1992 (132), 1993 (4), 1994 (48), 1995 (186), 1996 (65), 1997 (49), 1998 (152), 1999
(147), 2000 (349), 2001 (122), 2003 (16), 2004 (17) and 2005 (16).

TAA Board Meeting
October 25, 2007 at 7 pm is the date and time for our next board meeting at Taft High School. All interested alumni and friends of Taft are welcome and encouraged to attend.
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TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
APPLICATION FORM
Name

Maiden Name

Month & Year Graduated

Address (Home)

City

State

Zip

Address (Business)

City

State

Zip

Home Telephone No: (

)

Email:

Name of Spouse

Year Married:

Number of Children:

Ages:

Number of Grandchildren:

College(s) Attended, Degree(s) Earned, Year of Graduation

Occupation:

Other Interests:

Other News or Information:

I am enclosing $___________ to defray newsletter cost.
I am enclosing $15. 00 for two-year membership.
I am enclosing $20. 00 for two-year Husband & Wife membership.
Return to: Taft Alumni Association

6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
Chicago IL 60631

Alumni Association Officers
President:
Vice-Pres./Treasurer:
2nd Vice-President
Secretary:
Directors:

Kay Kuciak (1963)
Shirley DeWeese (1960)
Frank Heyer (1948)

Beth Charvat (1967)
Kevin Kreiger (1973)
Tom Kuciak (1962)
Judi Lenihan (1973)
Rich Lindberg (1971)
Joe Popp (1966)
Faro Vitale (1971)
Arlene Ware (1960)
Faculty Representative: Mike Hionis
Newsletter Staff:
Editor - Jeraldene Bloom (1962) - (920) 743-8449
E-mail - jerrybloom@fales.org
Assistants: Kay / Tom Kuciak - (623) 544-0226
E-Mail Listing Co-ord.:
Paulette English (1967)
Website Coordinator:
Kevin Krieger (1973)
Web Editor
Paulette English (1967)
Historian:
Anne Lunde (1969)
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Please Renew Now!!
Check your address label for the year of
graduation on the lower right corner. Is it correct? Also check the expiration date of your current membership with the Taft Alumni Association. If the date is close, sit down NOW and
write out a check for $15.
Not one, but TWO full years of newsletters are yours with opportunities to learn about
classmates, reunions, school events and alumni
programs. Be sure to use the application above
to fill in the latest updates in your life.
The Taft Alumni Association publishes the Taft Alumni
Newsletter quarterly.
Send all general correspondence and changes of address: Taft Alumni
Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL
60631 or E-mail at Taftalum@cox.net
Website: http://www.taftalumni.org
Alumni E-mail Directory: eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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