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Coming Summer of 2009
Time to Honor Taft Alumn

Terry Kath 
AND 

Celebrate the music of 
Chicago! 

Chicago, one of America’s top selling 
bands of all time has a special connectio
to Taft High School. Terry Kath, Taft Alu
from the class of 1964 was a founding 
member of the band that was then called
CTA (short for Chicago Transit Authority
that formed in February 1967. He was th
band’s lead guitarist, a lead vocalist and
one of the talented songwriters until his 
untimely death in 1978.  His talent paved
the way for many of the band’s early hits
from the innovative, rocking guitar solos
25 or 6 to 4, and Feeling Stronger 
Everyday to the ones that also feature h
soulful voice: Make Me Smile, Colour M
World, and Wishing You Were Here. 
 
The Chicago Tribute Team, made up of 
devoted fans, is coordinating a fan-drive
event slated for summer 2009 that will 
honor the memory of Terry Kath as well 
celebrate the music legacy of Chicago!  
is still in the early planning stages.  You,
Taft Alumni, have an opportunity to be a
part of it from the beginning.  
 
The tribute will begin with a series of 
regional Chicago Day celebrations acros
the country that will coincide with the ba
proclamations; local media will be invited
 
Following the above will be a grand final
presented to the Terry Kath Music Scho
Fans from around the world will submit i
made, wooden jigsaw puzzle (between 8
 
As a part of the celebration within the Ci
plans to nominate Terry Kath for the TAA
history and success of the band. That’s 
Vol.  XXIV, No. 4 Fall 200
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nd’s appearance in those cities. Mayors of the designated cities will make formal 
 to do interviews, etc. 

e in the city of Chicago. This celebration is two-fold: first, to collect donations to be 
larship at DePaul University; and second, to present the band with a unique gift.  
mages that will be incorporated with the band's logo into a large, professionally 
-12ft wide depending on space available). 

ty of Chicago, we have been working with a Taft Alumni Director, Faro Vitale who 
 Hall of Fame next year.  An honor well deserved for Kath’s importance to the early 

where you come in.      (continued on page 13) 



Taft Class Reunions
 

 
January/June 1958 - 50th Reunion 
   Date:  October 3-5, 2008 (Dinner/Dance - Oct 4) 
   Place:   Doubletree Hotel - Arlington Heights, IL 
   Contact:  Sentimental Journey 
        847-657-3639 or funreunion@aol.com 
 
January 1959  - 50th Reunion 
   Date:  September 17-20, 2009 
   Place:  Picnic, dinner, school tour, etc. to be announced 
  Contacts:  Norm Gunther - NHGunther@aol.com 
        Nancy Peterson-Smith - NPSmith721@sbcglobal.net 
        Barb Peterson - BPete1914@aol.com 
        Glen Templeman - XmathMan@sbcglobal.net 
        Karen Whitney-Rogalla - Whit@MC.net 
 
June 1959  - 50th Reunion 
   Date:  September 24-27, 2009 
   Place:  Hilton Garden Inn Des Plaines, on River Rd 
        Reception; Dinner/Dance; Super-Dawg catered lunch 
        In Taft H.S. Cafeteria and tour of school; Farewell 
        Brunch;   (possible bus tour) 
  Contacts:  www.taftreunion1959.com 
         Larry Marsh - fairseas2u@cox.net  
         Pat (Santell) Lutz - patlutz@comcast.net  
         Kent Meyer  - carolekent@accelplus.net    
         Sue (Willers) Bruce - mrmrsjbruce@verizon.net 

 
   
 
Class 1970 
Date & Place TBD: August or September 2010 
Contact: Richard Winge richardwinge@earthlink.net 
Committee so far: Judy Jacobson, Mike Constanzo, Gary 
Richert. 
All Taft Classes  - 6th Annual Reunion Picnic 
   Date:  Sunday, March 15, 2009 
   Place:  Ft. DeSoto Park, St. Petersburg, FL 
         Shelter number 14 - Noon to 3 PM 
         Pot Luck - BYOB (Note: photo shoot at 2:30 pm) 
         (park phone number - (727) 582-2267) 
   Contact: Leon Kathan (if needed) 
         117 Monte Real Blvd., Sebring, FL 33876-8056  
         (863) 655-4559 - leonkathan@yahoo.com 

Elementary School Reunions 
 
1959 - Thomas A. Edison School   50th Reunion 
   Date:  Summer of 2009 
   Place:  TBA 
   Contact:  Carolyn (Feare) Rominski (1963) 
 carrominski@yahoo.com  or 
 Margie (Stewart) Doud (1963) at 
 mcdoud@yahoo.com

 
Taft Eagles Soaring Again in 2008 

 
This year, Taft High School’s International Baccalaureate Diploma Program has much to celebrate. Nine students were 
awarded with the International Baccalaureate Diploma, the highest number awarded since the program was implemented 
in 2001. Students who successfully received the IB diploma also meet Chicago Public School high school graduation 
requirements and  receive the local high school diploma. The IB diploma, recognized by colleges and universities around 
the world, offer students the opportunity to earn college credit and or placement. 
 
Please join us in congratulating Stephanie Choporis, Hrista Dimitrova, Shpendi Jashari, Adrianna Jelesnianska, 
Martina Mihelicova, Iryna Olyva, Ian Tannehill, Thi Thach, and Xuyu Xiang for their hard work and dedication. All stu-
dents will be attending universities in the fall, many receiving scholarships. We wish them well in their future endeavors.  
 
Among North American colleges and universities, the IB Diploma Programme is recognized as a superior education, 
preparing students to succeed at post-secondary institutions. The IB Diploma Program requires 11th and 12th grade 
students to study courses across 6 disciplines, complete a Theory of Knowledge course, write a 4,000 word college level 
research essay, and complete 150 hours of student inspired activities through Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS). Stu-
dents are assessed in a variety of ways held to high common international standards to ensure the equity of the program. 
Assessments include college level research papers, oral presentations, projects, and multiple examinations in each sub-
ject.  Students develop higher order thinking skills, become critical thinkers, internationally minded, and active participants 
in a global society. The IB Diploma Program is the one of the most widely recognized pre-university educational programs 
worldwide.  
 
For more information regarding enrollment into the IB Diploma Program at Taft High School, please contact IB coordinator 
Irene Kondos at 773- 534-1000. 
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Hall Of Fame/Book Of Honor 
 
Its time again for nominations for the Taft High School Alumni Hall of Fame, which installs new honorees once every five 
years. 
We’ll be inducting the next “class” in the Fall of 2009, so now is the time to send in names of Taft alumni who have im-
pressed you as people who made their mark.  We often get inquiries on how to make nominations, so we we’re offering a 
few ground rules: 
A nominee is a graduate of Taft H.S. who exemplifies the best of Taft: someone we can be proud to hold high as a col-

league and peer.  Hall of Fame inductees bring honor to the name of Taft High School through their accomplishments 
in their careers, personal achievements, service to others, leadership and courage. And, as the Taft Loyalty Song re-
minds us, they carry the standards of Taft upward through their lives. 

Nominations should be submitted in writing, listing the year of graduation (and January or June class for classes up to 
1967), the nominee’s name (both as they were known in high school and as they are known now, if different), a current 
address for them and phone number and/or email contact where possible.  You should make your case in the your letter 
for the nominee, explaining what makes them special and why Taft should be proud of them.  You should also include a 
way our Hall of Fame selection committee can contact you for more information. 
One criterion is that inductees to the Hall of Fame must be living.  Those selected will be asked to attend the ceremony in 
the Fall.  
Not everyone associated with Taft qualifies for the Hall of Fame, but there are many names, which are part of our school’s 
rich heritage, which deserve recognition.  The Alumni Board has established a Book of Honor, to pay tribute to some of 
these other people.  Unlike the Hall of Fame, which inducts a limited number of graduates at a time, we’ve not set limits 
on how many will be added to the Book of Honor.  The categories are: 

• Past faculty, administration and staff who made Taft a special place to learn 
• Deceased graduates (same criteria as Hall of Fame) 
• Servicemen and Servicewomen, who attended Taft and died in service to the Country. 

These nominations should be submitted with the same type of information as the Hall of Fame letters.  If you know how to 
reach members of the deceased nominees’ families, please include that information. 
Nominations for the Hall of Fame or the Book of Honor should be sent to: Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr 
Av, Chicago, IL 60631.  Deadline for this year’s entries will be January 1, 2009. 
 

   TAA Email Directory 
 
Paulette (Zemaitis) English 
Web Editor 
Class of ‘67 
 
Are you up-to-date?  Are you sure?  We know that folks 
frequently change email addresses.  If you requested to 
be listed in our free directory, please take a moment online 
to be sure your listing is accurate.  It’s so disappointing to 
find an old classmate, send off a happy email, and then 
have it bounce back as address unknown.  So, when you 
do change addresses, be sure to include eagleemail@taft-
alumni.org in your contacts list to ensure an update. 
 
The directory is found on www.taftalumni.org under the Email Directory link.  Contact us using the link under “How to be 
Listed” on the search page.  Include your year of graduation, name at graduation and current name—these are the fields 
by which you can search for a classmate.  You will be sent a confirmation.  For your online safety, we guard your ad-
dresses against address-gathering web robots so you won’t land on a mailing list through our website. 
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Open Letter of Resignation 
 
As some of you already know, I [notified the Taft Alumni Association Board] that I am officially withdrawing from the Taft 
Alumni Board of Directors. It is just my time. As a result, I am hoping you will pass this on as a shout-out to all those 
alumni who have thought about becoming more involved with our organization... you couldn't ask for a better, or more 
dedicated, group to join. 
The 50th anniversary celebration was when I first became involved with the alumni association.  Adding personal items to 
the '70's table, pictures, old play programs, trophies, my "letter" and GAA pin, made me look back fondly on those four 
formative years and was my reason for becoming a permanent member of the board. Then the fun began, the alumni cho-
ruses and caroling, the plays, including two I directed, the newsletters, the scholarships winners we chose, the Hall of 
Fame and so much more, what a ride it's been! 
Since the beginning, I have enjoyed working alongside some truly great people - Kay and Tom Kuciak, who started it all, 
the best memories are of those days and evenings getting the newsletters out by hand, thousands of them in your living 
room and dining room, laughing alongside Perry, Sarah, Barb, Ron, Mike and Cliff, to name just a few.  Those were 
crazy days!  And Jerry Bloom, who continues to this day to get the newsletter print-ready and has always been the quiet 
voice of reason. Anne Lunde knows more about this school, its history, the teachers and students, than seems possible. 
How do you remember it all? You all deserve a special thanks for all you have done and continue to do. 
After a few years, we were joined by Shirley DeWeese and Frank Heyer, two hardworking alumni who deserve a round 
of applause for taking up the organizational mantle and helping keep our Chicago meetings on point after Kay and Tom 
moved to Arizona. Also, we couldn't have a great website and keep our lists up-to-date without Paulette English and 
Kevin Krieger. Thank you for all you have done to keep us current. Joe Popp and Mike Hionis have been wonderful addi-
tions to the board, not afraid of hard work and always willing to make the phone calls or do necessary research. Along 
with Rich, Faro, Beth, Arlene, Judy, Paul and Andrew, Taft is lucky to have all of you working together for the alumni 
association and the betterment of the school. 
When I joined I was a mom with a son in grammar school and young twin daughters - and now I am a grandmother of 
three.  While serving I have worked as an engineer, a newspaper columnist. an insurance secretary, a traffic manager, 
whatever worked with my kids' schedule, but my constant was the alumni board. And now it is time for me to step away. It 
has been a great couple of decades, but I know that there are young alumni out there who will do bigger and better things. 
Thanks for the memories; I can't wait to read the next newsletter! 

Judi (Peran) Lenihan, Class of 1973 
 
 

Class Notes
CAL KASCH (JANUARY 1944) 
lives in Morton Grove, IL, has 3 
children, 7 grandchildren and is 
retired. 

STANLEY LOGAN (JUNE 1942) 
MARRIED MARJORIE (BEHN) 
(JUNE 1942), he graduated from U 
of I BSME 1949, U of NM MS 
1964, PhD 1974. Marjorie gradu-
ated from U of NM BS 1970, they 
live in Santa Fe, NM, have 2 chil-
dren, 2 grandchildren, Marjorie is a 
homemaker and Stanley is Presi-
dent of SE Logan & Assoc consult-
ing firm. 

LOIS (DALE) OLSEN (JUNE 
1941) lives in Crystal Lake, IL, has 
4 children, 7 grandchildren and is a 
housewife. 

BILL HACKBARTH (JUNE 1945) 
MARRIED MARJORIE 
(GROEGER) (JUNE 1942), he 
lives in Sun City Center, FL, has 3 
children, 4 grandchildren and is 
retired. 

PHYLLIS (KRUEGER) 
RYCKAERT (JUNE 1941) lives in 
Stone Lake, WI, has 2 children, 3 
grandchildren. She is retired and 
spends winters in Oro Valley, AZ. 
CHARLES (BUD) TRICK (JUNE 
1941), graduated from Knox BA 
1946, U of MO MA 1948, lives in 
Cape Coral, FL, has 3 children, 7 
grandchildren, 2 great grandchil-
dren and is a retired headmaster of 
a private school. 

HAROLD QUIRAM (JUNE 1945) 
lives in Murray, KY, has 5 chil-
dren, 16 grandchildren, and 5 great 
grandchildren and is a retired mold 
maker. 

HENRIETTA (WIATER) SMITH 
(JUNE 1942) lives in Normandy 
Park, WA, has 5 children and 
worked at Avon’s complaint de-
partment. 

 
 

1940s 
LORRAINE (KOEHLER) 
BISCOLL (JANUARY 1946) 
graduated from Drake BA 1950, 
lives in West Chester, PA, has 2 
children, 2 grandchildren and is 
retired. 

MARY (STEIGERWALDT) 
ABBOTT (JUNE 1941) lives in 
Chicago, has 3 children, 5 grand-
children, 2 great grandchildren and 
is a housewife. 

HOWARD SCHALK (JUNE 1943) 
MARRIED MILDRED (TESS) 
(JANUARY 1943), he graduated 
from Bradley BA 1949, Mildred 
graduated from Lake Forest BA 
1949, they live in Sun City West, 
AZ, have 3 children, 8 grandchil-
dren and are retired. 

BETTY (SORENSEN) WELKER 
(JUNE 1941) lives in Mt Prospect, 
IL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is retired. 

DOROTHY (SCHNEIDER) 
ALTERGOTT (JUNE 1941) lives 
in Palatine, IL, has 2 children, 7 
grandchildren, 6 great grandchil-
dren and is a housewife. 

JOAN (CARPENTER) HILL 
(JUNE 1942) lives in Wauconda, 
IL, has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, 
1 great grandchild and is a retired 
accountant. 

EILEEN (KASCH) MONDAY 
(JUNE 1946) lives in Wauconda, 
IL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and 5 great grandchildren. She is 

   Page 4                                          Taft Alumni Newsletter Fall 2008 



Class Notes 
RALPH BECK (JANUARY 1956) 
graduated from Northwestern DDS 
1962, lives in Flower Mound, TX, 
has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, and 
1 great grandchild and is a dentist. 

retired and spends winters in Pt 
Charlotte, FL. 
HELEN (FRYE) CICHY 
(JANUARY 1947) lives in Round 
Lake, IL, has 3 children, 8 grand-
children, 4 great grandchildren and 
is retired, writes poetry, has pub-
lished in 10 books and CD’s. 
EDWIN KALM (JANUARY 1947) 
lives in Plant City, FL, has 1 child, 
1 grandchild and is a retired project 
manager. 
LORETTA (HOPPE) LIVERIS 
(JUNE 1947) lives in Peachtree 
City, GA, has 7 children, 22 grand-
children, 6 great grandchildren and 
is retired. 
ROBERT MUNSELL (JUNE 
1947) graduated from U of I BA 
1951, LLB 1954, lives in Clearwa-
ter, FL, has 4 children, 9 grandchil-
dren, 5 great grandchildren and is a 
retired attorney. 
CORINNE (SIR) THOMPSON 
(JUNE 1947) graduated from 
Northwestern BS 1951, O of South 
EFM 1983, lives in Roswell. GA, 
has 3 children, 7 grandchildren and 
is a retired realtor. 
ROBERT WILSON (JUNE 1947) 
MARRIED JOAN (HACKELL) 
(JUNE 1947), he graduated from 
Lawrence BS 1951, Joan graduated 
from Northeastern BA 1971, they 
live in Sarasota, FL, have 4 chil-
dren, 6 grandchildren and are re-
tired. 
CAROL (LARSON) LOEW-
KALBAS (JANUARY 1948) 
MARRIED WILLIAM 
(JANUARY 1948), they live in 
Twin bridges, MT, have 4 children, 
7 grandchildren and are retired. 
JACQUELINE RAFF (JANUARY 
1948) lives in Eden Prairie, MN, 
has 3 children, 2 grandchildren and 
is a retired musician and home-
maker. 
MARY (CHRISTENSEN) 
ENGLISH (JUNE 1948) lives in 
Henderson, NV, has 5 children, 7 
grandchildren and is the owner of a 
Napa Auto Parts. 
FRANK KOSTRZEWA (JUNE 
1948) lives in Bonifay, FL, has 2 
children, 6 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
DONALD SCHROEDER (JUNE 
1948) graduated from IL State BS 
1956, MS 1958, lives in Bella 
Vista, AR, has 4 children, 8 grand-
children, 1 great grandchild and is 
retired 
AUDREY (JOHNSON) VOGEL 
(JANUARY 1949) lives in Centen-

nial, CO, has 2 children, 5 grand-
children and is retired. 
RICHARD THOMPSON (JUNE 
1949) graduated from Northwest-
ern BS 1957, MBA 1967, lives in 
Arlington Hts, IL, has 4 boys, 11 
grandchildren and is semi retired. 
Was President of the June 1949 
class. 
ELLEN (JANCI) URSIN (JUNE 
1949) lives in Wauconda, IL, has 3 
children, 5 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
JOY (GRAHN) WOBECK (JUNE 
1949) graduated from Northwest-
ern Dental 1954, GA State 1983, 
lives in Marietta, GA, has 3 chil-
dren, 4 grandchildren and an ac-
count executive for her husband’s 
firm. 

1950s 

CHARLES O MALLEY 
(JANUARY 1950) lives in Des 
Plaines, IL, has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a retired ap-
praiser. 
BETSEY PACKARD (JANUARY 
1950) graduated from Lawrence 
BA 1954, lives in Sarasota, FL and 
is a retired human resources man-
ager. 
JOAN (WUCHTER) SCHWARTZ 
(JANUARY 1951) lives in Des 
Plaines, IL, has 4 children, 9 
grandchildren, 6 great grandchil-
dren and is a retired bank officer. 
RAGNAR (ROGNER) 
LILJEQUIST (JUNE 1951) gradu-
ated from North Central BA 1959, 
lives in Bainbridge Island, WA and 
has 2 children. 
RONALD PETERSEN (JUNE 
1951) MARRIED ANITA 
(NEBRING) (JUNE 1952), they 
live in Elk Grove, Il, have 3 chil-
dren and both are retired. 
JOYCE (HOLLEN) RIPPLE 
(JANUARY 1952) lives in Homo-
sassa Springs, FL, has 3 children, 3 
grandchildren and is retired. 
PAUL CELMER (JUNE 1952) 
graduated from U of I BS 1964, 
lives in Solomons, MD, has 6 chil-
dren, 12 grandchildren and is a real 
estate broker. 
MARILYN (DAHLKE) 
COMPTON (JUNE 1952) lives in 
Oswego, IL, has 2 children, 6 
grandchildren and is a retired re-
ceptionist, also spends winters in 
Florida Keys. 
JIM TORTORELLI (JUNE 1952) 
graduated from Chicago State BA 

1956, Loyola MA 1962, lives in 
Barrington, IL, has 6 children, 13 
grandchildren and is a retired 
teacher. 
MARION (JOHNSON) CHABOT 
(JUNE 1953) graduated from U of I 
BS 1957, MD 1961, lives in Berke-
ley, CA, has 2 children and is a pe-
diatrician. 

PETER NOVAK (JUNE 1956) 
MARRIED BEVERLY (CADA) 
(JUNE 1956) they live in Wal-
worth, WI, have 3 children, 6 
grandchildren and are retired. DONALD GALLA (JUNE 1953) 

LIVES IN Dothan, AL, has 2 chil-
dren, 3 grandchildren and is a re-
tired Lt. Col. Army pilot and in-
structor. 

SANDRA EIS (JUNE 1956) lives 
in Barrington, IL and is retired. 
DICK GRIESENAUER (JUNE 
1956) lives in Itasca, IL, has 3 chil-
dren, 9 grandchildren and is a re-
tired maintenance supervisor. 

THOMAS FIZZELL (JANUARY 
1954) lives in Phoenix, AZ, has 4 
children, 20 grandchildren and is a 
pipe organ tech. ROBERT RIES (JUNE 1956) 

MARRIED SANDRA 
(BULATEK) (JUNE 1960), they 
have 2 children, 2 grandchildren, 
lives in Niles, IL and is a retired 
lithographer, Sandra is a retired 
administrator from Avon. 

WALTER VALTERS (JUNE 
1954) graduated from Loyola BSC 
1958, PhD 1983, lives in Chicago, 
has 4 children, 3 grandchildren and 
is a retired auditor. 

PATRICIA (STOETMAN) 
THORP (JUNE 1956) graduated 
from Harper AS, lives in Arlington 
Hts, IL, has 2 children and is re-
tired. 

MARJORIE (NUGENT) 
CLAESON (JUNE 1954) lives in 
Inverness, IL, has 2 children, 7 
grandchildren and is a co-owner of 
a manufacturing business. 

PAT (HANSEN) BROWN 
(JANUARY 1957) graduated from 
Denver U BPA 1961, lives in Bur-
lington, WI, has 3 children, 3 
grandchildren and is retired. 

JERRY IVERSON (JUNE 1954) 
graduated from FL State BA 1958, 
lives in Golf, IL, has 4 children, 7 
grandchildren and is President of 
Iverson & Co. Winters in Stuart, 
FL. ROBERT JOHNSON (JANUARY 

1957) graduated from MI State BS 
1961, U of SC MS 2001, lives in 
Aiken, SC, has 2 children, 3 grand-
children and is retired. 

JAMES LUCZAK (JUNE 1954) 
MARRIED BARBARA 
(BAZANY) (JUNE 1954), they 
live in Eagle River, WI, have 5 
children, 9 grandchildren and are 
retired. SYLVIA (LINDE) LINDE-

GUBACK (JANUARY 1957) 
graduated from Northwestern BA 
1961, lives in Northport, MI, has 3 
children, 2 grandchildren and is a 
retired freelance writer. 

JUDY (HOLZMAN) TRIDEMY 
(JUNE 1954) lives in Des Plaines, 
IL, has 2 children and is a home-
maker. 

JUDITH (SULLIVAN) SORMAN 
(JUNE 1957) lives in Apopka, FL, 
has 3 children, 5 grandchildren and 
is retired. 

GARY JOHANSEN (JANUARY 
1955) lives in New Lenox, IL, has 
2 children, 4 grandchildren and is 
retired. 

ALICE (SIMECA) TUCKER 
(JUNE 1957) graduated from 
Harper BA 1985, lives in Mt Pros-
pect, IL, has 3 children, 4 grand-
children and is retired. 

BARBARA (MILES) 
BECCHETTI (JUNE 1955) lives in 
Niles, IL and Henderson, NV, has 4 
children, 6 grandchildren and is 
retired. 

KATHLYN (MECCIA) BUDDE 
(JANUARY 1958) graduated from 
Carroll College with a BA, lives in 
Black Mountain, NC, has 5 chil-
dren, 3 grandchildren and owns a 
small business. 

DAVE LARSEN (JUNE 1955) 
graduated from Western 1961, lives 
in Chicago, has 2 children, 5 
grandchildren and is retired from 
UPS. 
BEVERLY (KINTZ) BARKER 
(JANUARY 1956) lives in Roselle, 
IL, has 5 children, 5 grandchildren, 
4 great grandchildren and is a re-
tired secretary. 

DENNIS DUSZAK (JANUARY 
1958) graduated from IIT BS 1961, 
MBA 1969, lives in Batavia, IL, 
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren and 
is a retired materials engineer. 
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Class Notes 
RICHARD ULASY (JUNE 1965) 
LIVES IN Mc Henry, IL and is a 
retired mechanic. 

LYTTON ANDERSEN (JUNE 
1958) graduated from Wright AA 
1960, lives in Hillside, IL, has 3 
children, 6 grandchildren and is 
retired and now a Hillside alder-
man. 
CAROL (BRUNS) ANDERSON 
(JUNE 1958) lives in Yucaipa, CA, 
has 1 child, 1 grandchild and is a 
retired accountant. 
JANET (LEWIS) BAKER (JUNE 
1958) graduated from CO State BS 
1952, Wesley ME 1990, lives in 
Greenwood Village, CO, has 3 
children, 2 grandchild and is a re-
tired teacher,. 
JOANN (TARCZTNSKI) CASS-
COOVER (JUNE 1958) graduated 
from College of the Canyons AA  
1978, lives in Irvine, CA, has 4 
children, 5 grandchildren and is a 
retired secretary. 
RON NAPIER (JUNE 1958) 
graduated from U of I BS 1962, 
Loyola MS 1976, lives in La 
Quinta, CA, has 3 children, 6 
grandchildren and is retired from 
United, now a substitute teacher. 
JUANITA (AMADO) PHILLIPS 
(JUNE 1958) lives in Hoffman Es-
tates, IL, has 3 children, 2 grand-
children and is retired. 
CONNIE (WIE) FELTER 
(JANUARY 1959) lives in Mesa, 
AZ, has 3 children, 6 grandchildren 
and is a retired credit authorizer. 
RODNEY MARKGRAF 
(JANUARY 1959) lives in Inver-
ness, IL, has 2 children, 2 grand-
children and is a retired president 
of a truck brokerage. 
BARBARA (WALDEN) CULVER 
(JUNE 1959) lives in Birnamwood, 
WI, has 5 children, 13 grandchil-
dren, and 2 great grandchildren and 
is retired from Blue Goose Saloon 
in White Lake, WI. 

1960s 

WAYNE BAXTER (JANUARY 
1960) graduated from U of Detroit 
BBA 1976, Benedictine MBA 
1984, Nat’l Lewis MS 1995, lives 
in Aurora, IL, has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and is retired. 
VALERIE (DUSZAK) MESUN 
(JUNE 1960) graduated from Lu-
theran General Hospital 1964, 
Nicolet College AA 1993, lives in 
Lake Tomahawk, WI, has 6 chil-
dren, 10 grandchildren, 6 great 
grandchildren and is a semi retired 
owner of an appraisal company. 
RICHARD WILLIAMS (JUNE 
1960) graduated from U of ID BS 

1965, Base State U MBA 1973, 
lives in Boise, ID, has 4 children, 2 
grandchildren and is a retired small 
business consultant. 

GARY DEMBEK (1970) lives in 
Schaumburg, IL and is a River-
woods police officer. 

ALAN NELSON (JUNE 1966) 
MARRIED AUDREY 
(JOHNSON) (JUNE 1966), he 
graduated from SIU BA 1970, De 
Paul MS 1978, CPA 1979, Audrey 
graduated from Mankato State BS 
1970, they live in Carmel, IN, have 
3 children. Alan is treasurer of 
Clarion Health, Audrey a house-
wife. 

CAROLYN (MC CARTHY) 
VONDRAN (1970) graduated from 
Western BA 1974, Rockford MA 
2004, lives in Naperville, IL, has 2 
children and is a middle school 
language arts teacher. 

DENNIS ARFSTEN (JANUARY 
1961) graduated from U of WI 
BBA 1965, lives in Burlington, WI, 
has 1 child, 1 grandchild and is re-
tired. 
LYNN (SYVERTSEN) HAYE 
(JUNE 1961) lives in Elk Grove, 
IL, has 2 children, 7 grandchildren 
and is a retired office manager. 

MARGARET (KELLY) 
MOELLER (1971) graduated from 
Northeastern BS 1977, lives in 
Chicago, has 3 children and is an 
athletics administration assistant at 
Loyola Academy. 

JOHN MANGIAMELI (JUNE 
1966) MARRIED MAIDA 
(HARRIS) (JUNE 1967) he gradu-
ated from Bradley BS 1970, Maida 
graduated from Bradley BS 1971, 
they live in Hawthorn Woods, IL, 
have 2 children. John is a national 
sales manager, Maida is an admin-
istrative assistant. 

ALICE (FETTERMAN) 
WALTERS (JANUARY 1962) 
graduated from Mundelein BA 
1966, lives in Lebanon, NJ and is a 
retired manager at AT & T. 

MICHAEL WEST (1971) lives in 
Westchester, IL, has 2 children and 
is a commercial photographer. 

LINDA (LESHUK) DAVIDSON 
(JUNE 1962) lives in Palatine, IL, 
has 6 children, 9 grandchildren and 
is a real estate broker. 

META (ROSZ) GREEN (1972) 
lives in Belvidere, IL, has 3 sons, 2 
grandchildren and is a cleaning 
person at church and school. NANCY (MUGNOLO) BILLINGS 

(JUNE 1967) lives in New Lenox, 
IL, has 7 children, 15 grandchildren 
and is a homemaker. 

ARLENE (RATULOWSKI) HARP 
(JUNE 1962) lives in Green Bay, 
WI, has 2 children and is retired. 

DON STEIN (1972) MARRIED 
ANN MARIE (BURSONI) (1974), 
he graduated from U of I BA 1976, 
De Paul MBA 1983, they live in 
Niles, IL, have 1 child and Don is 
an office manager. 

JANE (SPENNY) HEIDE 
(JANUARY 1963) graduated from 
Oberlin BA 1967, Columbia MSW 
1969, lives in Kansas City, KS, has 
2 children and is a minister. 

VINETTE (GRAMAROSSA) 
ENGLER (JUNE 1967) lives in 
Hoffman Estates, IL, has 3 children 
and is a family services counselor. CHRISTINE BURNS (1973) 

graduated from U of I BA 1977, 
lives in Park Ridge, IL and is a 
consultant.  

WILLIAM ECKHOLM (1968) 
graduated from Rochester Inst. Of 
Tech. AS 1978, lives in Scottsdale, 
AZ, has 3 children, 3 grandchildren 
and is president & CEO of Fire-
trace Int’l. 

RICK MONAHAN (JANUARY 
1963) graduated from IL Wesleyan 
BA 1967, U of MO MA 1969, lives 
in Longwood, FL and is an insur-
ance analyst. 

MARGE (TAFF) CLEMENTS 
(1974) lives in Charlotte, NC, has 2 
children and is a mortgage loan 
processor. BOB CELLA (JUNE 1963) lives in 

Geneva, IL, has 5 children, 9 
grandchildren and is self-employed, 
conveyor sales. 

BILL MEYER (1968) graduated 
from Northern IL BA 1973, North-
eastern MA 1990, lives in Chicago 
and is a HS counselor at Roosevelt. 

RICHARD EVANS (1973) 
MARRIED DONNA 
(SCHALLER) (1974), they lie in 
Elgin, IL, have 2 children and 
Richard is a branch services man-
ager for an electronics company, 
Donna is a housewife. 

MICHAEL WULF (JUNE 1963) 
graduated from SW Texas BS 
1976, Webster MS 1988, lives in 
Rockport, TX, has 2 children, 2 
grandchildren and is a retired Plano 
ISD transition specialist. 

MICHELE (ROMANO) POTTER 
(1968) graduated from Sam Hous-
ton State BA 1981, lives in Stev-
ensville, MT and is retired from 
Computer Creations. KATHLEEN HERRMANN (1974) 

Lives in Chicago, has 1 child and is 
an attorney. LINDA RODRICK (1968) gradu-

ated from Wayne State BA 1980, 
lives in Waterford, MI, has 1 child 
and is a science teacher. 

KAREN (STAMBORSKI) 
YAROMA (JUNE 1963) graduated 
from Lorain Community 1985, 
LPN 2001, lives in N. Ridgeville, 
OH, has 5 children, 10 grandchil-
dren and is a retired LPN and real-
tor. 

KATHLEEN (KUJAMPAA) MC 
MAHON (1974) lives in Chicago 
and has 2 children. LYNN FOSTER (1969) graduated 

from U of I BA 1973, MA 1975, 
SIU JD 1982, lives in Roland, AR, 
has 1 child and is a law professor. 

DIANE (SICILIANO) BUGAJSKI 
(1975) lives in Arlington Hts, IL, 
has 1 child and is an audit assistant. 

PAMELA (THOMPSEN) 
RICHARD (JUNE 1964), lives in 
Milton, DE, has 2 children and is a 
compliance officer for housing 
programs. 

KATHRYN (SULLIVAN) 
KOSTELANCIK (1975) lives in 
Palatine, IL, has 5 children and is a 
housewife. 

BARBARA (BUTZBACH) 
VENABLE (1969) graduated from 
Northeastern BS 1973, lives in 
Pueblo West, CO, has 3 children, 1 
grandchild and is a home school 
teacher. 

SANDRA (SANDERSON) 
DARNELL (1976) lives in Lake 
Zurich, IL, has 2 children and is a 
housewife. 

KRIS (WARZECHA) TYLER 
(JUNE 1964) graduated from 
Northeastern BA 1968, National 
College of Education Med 1985, 
lives in Des Plaines, IL, has 2 chil-
dren and is a retired teacher. 

1970s 
KIMBERLY (SLEEMAN) 
OZARK (1977) graduated from U 
of I BA 1982, lives in Orland Park, 

PETE ANGELAKOS (1970) 
graduated from Wright AA 1972, 
lives in Mt Prospect, IL and is a 
machinist. 
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Class Notes 
IL, has 4 children and is an occupa-
tional therapist. 
MARY (PERLOWSKI) SKUBAT 
(1977) lives in Lake In The Hills, 
IL and has 2 children. 
SOPHIE (SZYBOWICZ) MC 
DONAUGH (1979) graduated from 
Triton AA 1982, lives in Chicago, 
has 4 children and owns Three Ar-
rows Radiator Shop. 

1980s 

KATHLEEN (NELSON) JACOBS 
(1982) lives in Oak Park, IL, has 
traveled all of the US by motorcy-
cle and is now a homemaker. 
SANDRA (DILLON) ORZOLEK 
(1982) lives in St Charles, IL, has 3 
children and is a homemaker. 
JESSE BRUSCEMI (1984) lives in 
Schaumburg, IL, has 1 child and 
does electrical work. 
WILLIAM MEYER (1985) gradu-
ated from Harvard BA 1988, 

Loyola Law JD 1991, lives in Har-
vard, IL and is a lawyer. 
DINA BECKER (1986) graduated 
from Chicago School of Massage 
Therapy, 1993, lives in Round 
Lake Beach, IL and owns a mas-
sage therapy business. 

1990s 
MAURICE GOLDEN (1991) lives 
in Lakewood, WA and is in the U S 
Army. 

TAMMY (COMPTON) TSIONES 
(1992) lives in Hickory Hills, IL, 
has 2 children and is a housewife. 
ALA (RYCHLIK) SEN (1995) 
married in 2006 and lives in Pala-
tine, IL. 
JOSE BELLO (1999) graduated 
from U of Chicago BA 2003, U of I 
MD 2007, lives in Miami, FL 
where he is a physician in 2nd year 
of pediatric residency at U of Mi-
ami. 

In Our Memories 
 
Harry Hildebrandt, French Language teacher at Taft from 1968-1998. He introduced 
soccer as a high school sport, including coaching soccer at Taft from 1970.  He died 
August 4, 2008 and was the husband of Camille Hildebrandt, also a French teacher at 
Taft. 
Paul Olson, class of June 1942 is deceased - date unknown. 
Clayton Mott, class of 1944 died in July 2008 from complications of spinal surgery.  He 
was a member of Taft’s Alumni Hall of Fame, inducted in 1995 for his very active roll in 
his own and other early class reunions during the 1980s.  
Elaine (Pierson) Engstrom, class of June 1946 died on September 7, 2008. 
Constance (Biedke) Standard, class of June 1947, passed away in April 2008. 
David Tracy, class of January 1948 passed away September 30, 2007. 
Joan (Backer) Wessels, class of June 1948 passed away August 9, 2008. 

Barbara (Kriete) Koehler, class of June 1948 died August 12, 2008. 
Robert F. Schmidt, class of June 1948 died in July 2008 of Parkinson’s Disease. 
Arthur G. Larson Sr., class of January 1950 passed away on July 7, 2008 in Hobe Sound FL.  He was a benefactor of 
Lamb's Farm in Libertyville, IL.   
Charles Walsh, class of June 1951 died of a heart attack on August 24, 2007. 
Lorraine (Joseph) Mieling, class of June 1953 died on cancer on June 12, 2001. 
James Ebert, class of January 1955 died December 18, 2007. 
Roger Stromsta, class of January 1958 died on May 15, 2008 in Milpitas, CA.  The cause of death was complications 
from ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease).  Barbara Segerstrom, class of January 1960 died July 18, 2008. 
Karen Schnase, class of January 1962 passed away in November 2003.  
Gloria (Carlson) O’Malley, class of June 1962 succumbed to breast cancer on November 27, 2007.  
Dan Kathan, class of 1963 died August 5, 2008. 
Theodore Pappas, class of January 1966 passed away July 14, 2008 from cancer. 
Susan (Carlander) Johnson, class of 1968 passed away July 25, 2008. 
Cheryl Vonckx, class of 1968 passed away September 25, 2008. 
Robert Brodsky, class Vice-President, 1971 died after long battle with cancer on July 25, 2008. 
Randy Holmes, class of 1971 died in the summer of 2006 from a motorcycle accident in Boca Raton FL. 
Lisa Holmes-Vinson, class of 1973 died January 28, 2008 when she suffered a head impact injury after falling due to a 
heart attack a few days earlier in Boca Raton FL.  
Gary P. Homen, class of 1977 passed away April 23, 2008 from pancreatic cancer. 
Mark A. Homen, class of 197(?) died March 28, 2008 from a sudden heart attack. 
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Alums In The News 
One of our own had the honor of being named Grand 
Marshal of the 2008 Independence Day Parade in 
Oriole Park this past July.  Wayne R. Anderson 
graduated from Oriole Park School and Taft High 
School, class of 1963.  He is currently a U.S. District 
Court Judge in the Northern District of Illinois and a 
member of the Taft Alumni Hall of Fame, inducted in 
May 2000. 
 
Tom Day (1958) was the subject of an interview on 
the Glenn Beck Program on CNN’s Headline News 
Channel which aired August 19, 2008.  He has been 
a bugler who plays “Taps” at funerals for all branches 
of the military for many years.  He stated that that 
personal service is very hard to obtain, as there are 
few people available who are able to perform around 
the country today. 

 
Letters to the Editor 

 
Dear Jerry, 
I attended the Taft Alumni Reunion picnic in St. Pe-
tersburg Florida this year along with friends Marge 
Klarquist Nehlsen, Paulette Hase McGuire, and 
Paulette's sister Margaret Hase Harris. For the 
past two years we have visited Marge at her home in 
Port Charlotte and have made the Taft Alumni Picnic 
one event which we all have enjoyed attending. 
Throughout the years Marge has maintained a won-
derful collection of photographs, and we found a 
black and white photo taken of the four of us in 1953, 
standing on the stairs in front of Marge's home in 

Edison Park. 
With this newly found photograph, we could not resist 
the opportunity to have another photo taken. While 
attending the picnic this year, we found a set of 
stairs, and stood in the same order as before. Look-
ing at the photos, we found it hard to believe that 55 
years have gone by from the time the first one was 
taken to now. 
We have enjoyed a long friendship, from childhood, 
we all attended Ebinger Elementary School, 
throughout our four years at Taft and beyond. Shar-
ing so many memories has been the glue which has 
kept us together and we continue to meet whenever 
possible. 

Annette (Knuth) Gustafson (1956) 
 

Dear Anne Lunde and TAA Scholarship Committee, 
Thank you so much for the generous scholarship. It 
was a wonderful surprise and great honor to receive 
such an award on graduation. I really appreciate this 
scholarship, especially with our current financial situa-
tion. I am happy to say that my father is back to work, 
but the job loss has put a financial strain on our family. 
Your decision to choose me as the scholarship recipi-
ent is an honor and most appreciated by myself and 
my family. I can assure you that I will continue to be 
as great a student and person in the future as I was at 
Taft.  
My four years at Taft have left a strong and positive 
impact on me that I will carry with me for the rest of 
my life. I am so proud to call myself a Taft graduate, 
as I know you all are, and I hope to be an active 
member of the Taft Alumni Association. Receiving this 
award has really left an impact on me. I hope that one 

day down the road I will be able to 
have that same impact and instill joy 
and hope in another Taft graduate 
the way the TAA has done for me. 
You will never understand how 
much this scholarship means to me. 
It represents so much more than 
free money. It’s a chance to suc-
ceed. 
Once again, I thank you very much 
for the award. 

Amanda Nieves (2008) 
 

To The Taft Staff: 
I am Henrietta (Wiater) Smith, 
class of June 1942!  While crossing 
a parking lot in Normandy Park WA-
near Seattle, heard a voice wanting 
to know if I was from Chicago since I 
was wearing a Cubs hat.  We 
proceeded to converse only to find 
out he graduated from Taft!  His 
name is Bob Cominsky (no year 

Ebinger Girls NOW and THEN 
Front to back: Margaret Hase Harris 
(1954), Paulette Hase McGuire  (1956), 
Annette Knuth Gustafson (1956) and 
Marge Klarquist Nehlsen (1956) 
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mentioned) and owns the Mac Donald’s down the 
street and he is my grandson's soccer coach, talk 
about a small world.  Also in regard to Irvin Kaage, 
my late husband used to buy the racing form from 
Irv, every day for years, love the Newsletter from Taft 
Alumni. 
Seeing I lived in Glenview IL for 40 years and then in 
Clearwater, Fl 16 years, now retired in Seattle and 
meeting a former Taft Alum.  I do not have email 
therefore this antiquated [mailed] communication. 
Thanks for reading my story. 

Henrietta (Wiater) Smith (June 1942) 
Hi Jerry;  
  Just received the Newsletter and was sur-
prised to see my name in the 1960's listing.  Please 
make the necessary corrections, as what's listed is 
about 7 years old.  I have 4 grandchildren, all girls, 
and have been retired for 3 years from Intuit.  
  Keep up the good work that you and the oth-
ers do all year long.  You are all appreciated by 
those [who] read and share the Newsletter.  Looking 
forward to seeing it on line so that more of the mem-
bership dues can go towards other things.  
  Shall miss the upcoming reunions but look 
forward to perhaps seeing some of the pictures or 
video's on line or on the TAA.  

 Gloria (Kuhles) Adams (June 1962) 
[Hi Gloria, I'm not in charge of the "Class Notes" sec-
tion, but I’ve  forwarded your updates to the appro-
priate person.  Normally, the class notes are 
changed in our bio records when you send in your 
renewals with your updates on the form.  Sorry about 
the "old" details.  We'll try to do better next time. 
Jerry Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor] 

 
To TAA, 
You know the senior class that first year [in 1940] 
didn't have a lot of time to get acquainted with one 
another.  I don't think we had any classes for the first 
several months I believe the only class I really at-
tended that year was Physics taught by Mr. Bigler.  I 
had transferred in from North Park and they kind of 
gave me a free pass for all of the other classes.  I 
spent a lot of time in the office working on organiza-
tion projects for Principal Hoeffer.  I enjoyed my re-
lationship with him.  He even took me to dinner at his 
favorite Italian restaurant. 
 It is too bad we aren't able to put pictures together 
with names.  It was I believe our 40th class reunion 
before I learned about your great alumni organiza-
tion.  That was the only reunion I was able to attend.  
I believe five different classes were meeting together, 
and even then the number from the class of 40 was 
small.  I have always thought that for reunions we 
should wear a picture of ourselves as we looked at 
the time we were in school together.   

Well I have enjoyed reading your newsletter.  It is 
well done and makes me feel proud of my 
school. Please accept my gratitude and share it with 
your dedicated associates.   I regret that I was inac-
tive for so many years.  I served on a destroyer dur-
ing the Second World War.  They were having their 
32nd reunion before I found that group.  Afraid that 
has been typical for me.  It will be interesting to learn 
how many of the class of 40 are still around.  I will 
look forward to seeing that list. 

Jack Ellis (1940) 
jellis23@cfl.rr.com 

 
Dear Jerry, 
The letters in the recent Newsletter from Janis 
(Fischer) Forster and Muriel Davies Kaminski 
really resounded with me.  For a long time I have felt 
the same disappointment in the representation from 
the early 1940s age group, even considering the toll 
taken by war and our advancing age.   So here goes 
- my hand is showing and I hope so many others will 
do the same thing that you will have to add a page or 
two to the next few issues! 
I, too, was shocked and saddened by Bernie Dab-
bert’s sudden death.  He seemed never to age, and 
any one who knew him must have thought he’d be 
one of the last to go.  I agree with Bill Fassnacht 
that he was a prince of a guy and will be mightily 
missed.  I’ll miss him and Essie on their trips to Cali-
fornia.  I reconnected with Bernie unexpectedly when 
we both showed up at Evelyn (Sievers) and Charle-
ton Bard’s house in Rochester NY.  Bernie was cir-
cumnavigating the area and called in to pay a visit 
from the road.  You can imagine the gabfest that en-
sued after so many years. 
I had lost track of so many people when I was work-
ing on my art history degree at Northwestern and for 
the six years I spent in Italy working on my thesis 
from 1972-1978.  During the 70s and 80s I was in It-
aly almost as much as I was in the U.S.  I’ve been 
living in the Bay Area since I returned from a year of 
teaching western art history at Kobe College, Japan 
in 1989.  I had retired the year before from years of 
teaching at the U. of Missouri, Kansas City.  Both my 
children lived there then.  Gray and his wife still do, 
but Annie has moved to Hemet, in southern Califor-
nia wither husband.  Each twin has given me two 
grandsons, and Annie’s oldest has provided my first 
great-grand child, a boy.  All of them live around 
here. 
I fell in early June of this year and broke my left hip in 
three places thanks to one of those cursed cement 
parking bumpers.  Gray and Linda were of immense 
help and moral support during the two months in re-
hab, and I stayed with them for a week or two when I 
got out.  While I was away they had my upstairs 
bathrooms rehabbed, too, so they’d be safer.  This is 
my third collision with a parking bumper.  Last time, 
around 5 years ago, I fell and broke my nose.  I must 



 

   Pag

Yes, I am still tall.  I never realize just how tall I am 
until I look at pictures like the one I sent you.  And of 
course, I remember you. You and Michelle d'As-
canio were the only ones in the red swim suits and Ii 
couldn't work my way out of the blue category.  This 
has shaped my life because every time i buy a swim 
suit now, I make sure it is red so everyone knows I 
am one of the best swimmers!  Nice to hear from 
you.  You really do a great job on the newsletter and 
I look forward to reading it each time it arrives in my 
mailbox.   Phyllis 

begin to look where I’m going and not be in such a 
hurry to get there! 
Thanks for the great job you and your colleagues do 
for us all, Jerry.  Here’s my $15 for two more years.  I 
wouldn’t miss the next few issues for the world. 

Nancy (Gray, Cardiff) Troyer (1940) 
Hi: 
I was just reading the newsletter about reading it 
online rather than by snail mail.  I totally agree that 
this is a great idea.  Perhaps those who want the 
newsletter via email can choose this route and others 
who have no computer skills or computers, could 
continue receiving the letter via u.s. mail.  This may 
be too confusing but it is an idea.  

Jerry, 
I noticed that Andrew Madsen and Anne Lunde are 
Alumni Association officers. Is there going to be a 40-
year reunion next year?  

Betty Saiger Baird (1969) 
Anne Lunde’s response:  Several members of our previous com-
mittee have talked and we are trying to get the committee together 
to discuss it. After the last reunion company left us with no com-
plete list of who they contacted or correct addresses or who even 
came to the reunion, I don't know where we are yet…  
Please have anyone who is interested get in touch with me 
[c/o TAA, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 60631]. 

 
 

1940 Class Challenge 
 
 Do you recall last issue’s letter from Muriel Davies 
Kaminski (1940) who wondered how many from her class 
were still active?  We asked those classmates who read 
that issue to contact us and we would add them to a list for 
Muriel (and others) to see. 
 
Here are those who have responded to date: 

I am e
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L/R - Carol (Lohr) Magin, RoseMarie 
(Carone) Channon, Sue Schmid, 
Karen (Rinkach) Johnson and Phyllis 
Miller (Hitch, June 1958) and Taft, June 
1962)
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Frank Zemaitis was the first responder.  He currently hails 
from Indiana Dunes area and was instrumental in 
organizing the original TAA in the 1940s and is a 
member of the Taft Alumni Hall of Fame.  

nclosing a picture taken July 2008 and is one 
 mini Hitch/Taft girl gatherings. (Sue moved 
time in H.S. and graduated elsewhere but we 
ll her our own.) 

George Fillebrown of Stuart, FL - said he plans to call 
Muriel to say he’s still kicking - 772/283-5958. 

Jack Ellis [from ??]  sent in his memories.  See his kind 
letter in the “Letters to Editor” section. 

Phyllis Miller (June 1962) 
, Thanks so much for your comments regarding the news-
We are looking at the exact same idea you have about pro-
it both ways so all alums can receive as they prefer - no 
what skill level they may have with computer and Internet.  I 
ke sure your comments are forwarded to the TAA board to 
courage some of the board members who are reluctant 
ur move into the 21st century.  

Harry Thornberg of Hamersville, OH - lives with Veralu, 
wife of 56 years.  He retired after working for 35 
years for Cincinnati Gas and Electric Company 
and has been blessed with 3 children, 8 grand-
children and 1 great-grandson. 

Nancy (Gray, Cardiff) Troyer of Walnut Creek, CA was 
eloquent with her response.  See the complete 
letter elsewhere in this section.  

Your photo is great!  I'll include it in next issue!  Of 
, I remember all of you as I was from your Taft 62 class, 
nd Phyllis - how could I forget your height?  Still one of the 
women I knew then and know now.  Great photo.  Where 
is reunion?  Still in Chicago area?  Jerry (Beesley) Bloom, 
ewsletter Editor]  

 
[Editor’s Note:  To the Class of 1940:  Did you miss the 
deadline? We’ll try this again in our next issue with a dead-
line of  December 30, 2008.   Send us your name and 
where you live to: Jerry Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor - 
1237 N. 3rd Ave., Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235; 920-743-8449 
or jerrybloom@fales.org    

is continues…]  The reunion for me was short, 
eet.  I live in Crescent City, FL and we had 
 to Chicago to visit my 93-year old aunt, who 
n Lincolnwood.  The 5 of us met at Walker's 
ke House in Wilmette for breakfast.  Karen has 

se she is trying to sell in Wisconsin and she 
e other Tafties went there for a few days.  I 

 not join them but will try to make it next year.  
 lives in Fox River Grove, Carol in Mundelein, 

 Marie in Skokie and Sue in Downers Grove.  

 

mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
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To TAA: 
Once again my Taft Alumni Newsletter has entered 
my mail box under false pretenses; it is not a news 
letter, but it emerges from my box as a vehicle and 
stimulus back into the past when girls were cute, cars 
were chromed and the other guys and I were chasing 
basketballs, baseballs and gals. This edition, as have 
so many others, let’s me walk down memory lane 
and remember great class mates and many teach-
ers. 
It interests me that when we alumni write, we men-
tion so many of the teachers who have influenced us. 
For me the greatest influence during my high school 
life was the many students who shared the halls with 
me. Actually while there were about 390 classmates 
in our class, I think there were only about a dozen or 
two who were actually students; the rest of us were 
just fellow classmates. 
Dick Klem and I were walking down one of the hall-
ways between classes singing at the top of our 
voices: “I’ve Got A Loverly Bunch of Coconuts.” Mrs. 
Perry, an obvious music lover suggested that unless 
we desired to stay in the building a little longer after 
class, that we refrain from producing such discord. 
We Did! What ever became of Dick? O’ yes, I re-
member: The Alumni Hall of Fame - engineering and 
politics I think it was... Not too surprising. 
And then there was Joan, the beautiful brunet who I 
was afraid to ask for a date, and Shirley, the beautiful 
blonde, who I did ask for a date. She said yes and 
we (I) had some enjoyable times together. One of our 
dates was with George French and Deloris Rosen-
kie, it was their first date; it must have been a good 
one, as they married each other and when I saw 
them about twenty years ago, they were still happily 
married. I liked the name of Barbara, they were great 
fun so I dated a couple of them. When Barb and I 
were going steady, (remember those quaint practices 
of courting behavior) we also dated with Ken and 
Carole. It was their first date, and as I was driving, I 
picked up Ken and Barb, and we then went to pick 
up Carole. Ken had the address, but none of us 
really knew the house in which Carole lived. We saw 
Ken knock on the door and then enter. He was in 
there for quite a while and then returned to the car 
sans Carole: his countenance surprised and embar-
rassed. He waited in the wrong house for the wrong 
girl; what a surprise, when the girl coming down the 
stairs said, “Who are you?” He went across the 
street, knocked on a different door, entered, and 
about 10 minutes later he and Carole emerged. They 
too must have had a fun date as they married each 
other and enjoyed many years of happiness. Ken 
became the president of Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School: the seminary I attended. One of my great 
qualities is the ability to associate with successful 
people.  
I finally ended up marrying Madge Nicodem. Our 
wedding picture looks like a graphic from Taft High 

School. Wayne Halleen was my best man, Ken 
Meyer and Don Ring (1954) were the grooms men: 
respectively they have an M.D., D.D. and Ph.D. As a 
slow learner all I could earn was a M. A. and never 
finished my thesis for a Ph.D.    Ellen Thompson 
(June 50) was the Maid of Honor. When Madge’s 
death was announced in 2004, one of the first to call 
with condolences was Art Larson. Madge and I had 
spent a few enjoyable days in his home at Lake Ge-
neva, WL, and we would occasionally meet in Boca 
Raton for dinner throughout the years. 
Bruce, Smitty and a couple of other guys whose 
names I can’t remember played together on the bas-
ket ball team. All of the coaches must have thought 
we were the good guys, because we consistently fin-
ished out of first place. They taught me how to have 
a low score and still not be a loser. 
Jack, my locker mate during my first semester at 
Taft, taught me about death; He ran into the road try-
ing to save his 5-year old sister from being hit by an 
oncoming car. He was run over by the car. He was 
successful as he accomplished his task at a great 
personal cost. Rita taught all of us about the reality of 
a vital, effervescent person succumbing to Leukemia. 
Her being at our Senior Luncheon was a highlight of 
the event and still is imprinted in my memory. 
Holly was as bright as her name: I think of her every 
year as I plant my hollyhock seeds, and Bob, one of 
the true students of our class, showed us that even 
when afflicted with an incurable disease, friendship 
and excellence were important; he gave and re-
ceived both. Bunny dropped out and Ed stayed 
around for an extra semester. Neither was your usual 
high school student, but they were fun to be with be-
cause they saw things differently, and they had no 
reservations about sharing their insights and opin-
ions. 
During my Taft years, the classmates helped me to 
raise my mediocrity to a high level of excellence. 
Keep the Alumni News coming; I enjoy the trips down 
memory Lane. Here are my dues and a bit extra for 
the scholarship fund. May the influence continue? 

William (Bill) V. Ring (January 1950) 
Footnote:  If anyone has a disclaimer to my ram-
blings, or thinks I have maligned them, send your re-
buttal to wvr716@frontiernet.net. 

 
Attention TAFT Alumni News: 
Always enjoy receiving my Taft Alumni newsletter, 
reading what is happening to our classmates. Now I 
have a bit of news for you, which you might consider 
reporting in the next newsletter. 
First - Taft Alumni should be well aware of the Su-
perDawg Hot Stand at Nagle/Milwaukee Avenues.    
How many of our classmates have never frequented 
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this Chicago icon?  I'm surprised the business was 
never franchised... 

Hi Jerry! 
Just received my Taft Alumni Newsletter last week 
and thought I’d send a little news. [as I] just got my-
self listed on the directory.  
After graduating summa cum laude from Michigan 
State University in Restaurant/Hotel Management I 
was hired by a prestigious restaurant chain in Mexico 
City. My life has continued "south of the border" so to 
speak. After five years with the restaurants I was 
hired as Director of Education for Latin America for 
Helena Rubinstein. Three years later I married and 
have a son and a daughter and now one grandson.  

Well, I've got a bit of news for those in the 
North/Northern Chicago suburbs.  Hopefully, some-
time next year (2009) a brand new SuperDawg Res-
taurant will open in Wheeling.  For those of you that 
have [eaten] at Bob Chin's seafood restaurant in 
Wheeling (along Milwaukee Avenue just South of 
Dundee), the new Superdawg will be located just to 
the North. Since I have no idea what "retired" means (sounds 

sort of like "the end"), I have my own large, upscale 
consignment business for the last twelve years, do 
cross-cultural training programs for a US firm 
throughout Mexico, Central America, South America 
and the Caribbean, been dancing tango for the last 
three years, do some commercial and movie acting, 
have written a movie script and have another in pro-
gress, and whatever catches my eye.  
Life is good! I hope everyone who writes "retired" on 
their Newsletter bio is not just sitting on their front 
porch and waiting for the "evil reaper" to come along. 
So much to do!  

Nancy Grudzien (June 1963) 
TAA Newsletter Officers, Second - For the Thomas A Edison Alumni.... who 

went to TAFT: All of you are absolutely amazing and fantastic.  
Really enjoy each Newsletter and look forward to its 
arrival. Keep 'em coming. 

You may not know that the Thomas A. Edison Pub-
lic School closed it doors to the Edison community.   
I believe sometime in the 1980's.   The school was 
eventually reopened as the Edison Regional 
Gifted Learning Center.  Students were bused in 
from around the Chicagoland area. 

  Grace (Mazur) Utt (June 1946) 
 Taft Alumni Assoc: 
Ruth (Droege) Schaefer (January 1945) and I met 
this winter in Florida after an absence of 63 years.  
We had a ball. 

I just learned the Gifted Learning Center is being 
moved to a newer facility in the North side (Albany 
park) area of Chicago.  Edison will be reopening 
this fall as a Community Grade school - now to be 
Called Edison Park Elementary School.        
OOOOOPPPS?  I think [some] of the Thomas A. 
Edison Alum's might protest the renaming of their 
alma mater.  Here's the name above the entrance to 
the gymnasium! 

 Evelyn (Evensen) PInther (January 1945) 

Submitted by Bob Johnson  - Edison (1954-61), 
Taft, (January 1965)  
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Help Needed for Project Aerie 
 
by Paulette (Zemaitis) English 
Web Editor, Class of ‘67 
 
We need a little help from the 
Greatest Generation--that would 
be you who graduated in the 
1940s.  We’re under way in 
compiling our master graduate 
lists.  We now need to compare 
our lists with the yearbooks as a final step.  It’s un-
derstood that the early yearbooks were collections of 
the Taft Tribune, but they did list the graduates with 
photos. 
 
What we need is either a photocopy of the gradu-
ates’ pages from the yearbooks, or a few volunteers 
willing to compare the list to their yearbook, and then 
alert us to any corrections and additions.  We are in 
need of the following years: 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 
1945, 1946, 1947, 1949.   
 
You can also be of help by checking our online Me-
morials page to be sure deceased classmates are 
properly listed there.  If you are able to volunteer, 
please contact me at eagleemail@taftalumni.org, or 
write to the address on the back of your newsletter.  
We will certainly appreciate your assistance. 
 

NOTE:  Newsletter deadline for  
photographs, articles or events  

to be included in next issue:   
December 30, 2008   

 

Lost Classmates 
 
Are you looking for old classmates you've 

lost touch with?  We will help you in your search by 
publishing the name(s) in this newsletter.  If that 
party responds to us, we forward that person's name 
and address to you. 

Send your request and/or response to Taft 
Alumni Association c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. 
Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago IL 60631 or email us at 
taftalum@cox.net.  The suggested donation for this 
service is $5 per name. 

 
 

 (Terry Kath - continued from page 1) 
Several hundred people – including Taft Alumni, will 
be invited to watch and help put this artwork together 
that will then be framed into a single piece that will be 
housed at a location within the city of Chicago. The 
puzzle will be "unveiled" to the band in conjunction 
with their concert in Chicago as part of an awards 
ceremony. Additionally, we are working with the na-
tional music fraternity Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 

(http://www.sinfonia .org/) that would like to present 
the band with two prestigious awards. Exact dates 
will be set when the band’s 2009 tour schedule is 
available. 
 
We, the Chicago Tribute Team, welcome feedback 
and suggestions as we are still in the beginning 
stages of the tribute details. Our immediate goals are 
to a) find a “home” for the puzzle display and b) find 
a location for the celebration.  Another possibility we 
are considering is having a Chicago Day Parade in 
Chicago that will follow a route near Norwood Park 
and end at Taft High School.  
 
For the latest news, including a routinely updated 
blog and progress of the tribute, visit the Chicago 
Tribute Website: www.chicagotribute2009.com.  Feel 
free to contact Chicago Tribute Team member Deb-
orah Gray via email: deborahgray2564@yahoo.com 
if you have any questions and/or need additional in-
formation. 
 
Chicago has colored our world with music for over 40 
years.  Be part of an event that will celebrate their 
legacy in a special way! 
 
Article and photographic collage submitted by  
Deborah Gray, Chicago Tribute Staff. 

 
Lost 1967 Yearbook 

 
In 2002, Neil and Sherry (McBee) Holmen attended 
the 35-year reunion of the Class of ’67.  After a full 
evening of festivities, they left without Neil’s year-
book.  If you also attended that reunion, please 
check your yearbook to be sure you didn’t return 
home with Neil’s in error.  Please contact eagle-
email@taftalumni.org, or write to the address on the 
back of your newsletter if you have the yearbook.  
Sherry and Neil will be so happy to have it returned 
to them. 

Paulette (Zemaitis) English, Web Editor (1967) 
 

TAA Board  
Meeting 

 
Thursday, November 20, 2008 at 7 pm is the date and time 
for our next board meeting at Taft High School.  All inter-
ested alumni and friends of Taft are welcome and encour-
aged to attend.   
 

mailto:taftalum@cox.net
http://www.sinfonia.org/
http://www.chicagotribute2009.com/
mailto:deborahgray2564@yahoo.com


 

 TAA Merchandise Order Form 

Qty Item Specifics Price Each Total Price 

   Windbreaker—blue nylon drawstring bottom  
 printed with white TAA logo  Medium Only $25.00   $  

   Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”  
 with full-color eagle 

One Size Fits 
All $15.00   $  

   Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray  
 “You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride” ---- $  3.00   $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo Medium $10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo Large $10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo X-Large $10.00   $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XX-Large $12.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XXX-Large $12.00   $  
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket Medium $39.95   $  
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket Large $39.95   $  
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket X-Large $39.95   $  
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket XX-Large $39.95   $  
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket XXX-Large $39.95   $  
   Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year) Year:  $30.00   $  

   Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00    $ 

Total Remitted     $  

  

 Name (please print):  Grad Month/Year: 

 Address: 

 City/State/ZIP:  Phone:  (          ) 

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:   

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

Please use a separate order form for separate addresses. 
 
Yearbooks:  These yearbooks are hard to keep in supply.  Requests are on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.  Thanks to all who have tried to replace your lost or destroyed books.  Cur-
rently, as of March 23rd, we have the following yearbooks available: 1942 Jan (1), 1947 Jan 
(1), 1982 (5), 1983 (1), 1985 (25), 1986 (53), 1987 (83), 1990 (48), 1991 (23), 1992 (132), 
1993 (4), 1994 (48), 1995 (186), 1996 (65), 1997 (49), 1998 (152), 1999 (147), 2000 (349), 
2001 (122), 2003 (16), 2004 (17) and 2005 (16). 
  
Only two yearbooks still needed to complete our archived set:  Yearbooks from 1956 
and 1958.  Your donation of these yearbooks gratefully accepted! 

 

NEWS FLASH!!   Last month we received the generous donation of a 1957 yearbook for our TAA ar-
chives from Edward Mittel (1957) of Eagle River, Wisconsin.  He said it has been sitting in his drawer for 
50 years, and it is time to put it in the hands of those who will use it more.  The Taft Alumni Association 
extends our sincere appreciation to Ed for this gift.   
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 TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
APPLICATION FORM 

Name Maiden Name Month & Year Graduated 

Address (Home) City State Zip 

Address (Business) City State Zip 

Home Telephone No: (         ) Email: 

Name of Spouse Year Married: 

Number of Children: Current Ages: Number of Grandchildren: 

College(s) Attended, Degree(s) Earned, Year of Graduation 
 

Occupation: Other Interests: 

Other News or Information: 
 

I am enclosing $___________ to defray newsletter cost.  
 I am enclosing $15. 00 for two-year membership.  

I am enclosing $20. 00 for two-year Husband & Wife membership. 
 Return to: Taft Alumni Association 

6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.   
Chicago IL 60631 Fall 2008 

 
Alumni Association Officers  Please Renew Now !!
President:  Kay Kuciak (1963) 
Vice-Pres./Treasurer: Shirley DeWeese (1960) 
2nd Vice-President Frank Heyer (1948) 
Secretary:  Judy Jacobsen (1970)  
 
Directors:   
     Arlene Ware (1960)   Andrew Madsen (1969)    
     Tom Kuciak (1962)    Rich Lindberg (1971) 
     Joe Popp (1966)   Paul Madsen (1971) 
     Beth Charvat (1967)        Faro Vitale (1971) 
     Paulette English (1967)  Kevin Kreiger (1973) 
      
Faculty Representative: Mike Hionis 
Webmaster:   Kevin Krieger (1973) 
Web Editor  Paulette English (1967) 
Historian:  Anne Lunde (1969) 
Newsletter Staff: 
     Editor - Jeraldene Bloom (1962) - (920) 743-8449 
     E-mail - jerrybloom@fales.org 
     Assistants:     Kay & Tom Kuciak - (623) 544-0226 

Check your address label for the year of graduation 

on the lower right corner.  Is it correct?  Also check 
the expiration date of your current membership with 

the Taft Alumni Association.  If the date is close, sit 
down NOW and write out a check for $15, or $20 

for husband and wife graduates at the same address.   
 You’ll receive not one, but TWO full years of 
newsletters filled with opportunities to learn about 
classmates, reunions, school events and alumni pro-
grams.  Be sure to use the application above to fill in 
the latest updates in your life.   
 

The Taft Alumni Association publishes the Taft Alumni 
Newsletter quarterly.  Send all general corre-
spondence and changes of address: Taft Alumni 
Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 
60631 or E-mail at Taftalum@cox.net 

Website:  http://www.taftalumni.org 

Alumni E-mail Directory:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
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