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2009 Taft Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies 
 
 
The Taft High School Alumni Association will induct its 
2009 Class into the Alumni Hall of Fame on Friday, 
October 23. Ceremonies begin at 1:30 p.m. in the John 
P. Graven Learning Resource Center at the school, 
6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago. 
A plaque and photograph of the late Dr. John Graven, 
Taft‘s fourth principal, will be dedicated at that time. The 
library was dedicated in his honor in the 1970s when the 
“new” addition was opened, but over the years the 
signage designating the room had been lost. Dr. 
Graven‘s widow, Anastasia Graven, who was also a 
Chicago Public Schools principal, has been invited to 
the ceremony. 
This year‘s inductees represent the largest ‘”class” since 
the Hall of Fame was established in 1989 at the time of 
Taft‘s 50 year anniversary. 
Due to a change in the Hall of Fame criteria, approved 
this spring, an alumnus or alumna no longer must be 
alive to be inducted. Three of this year‘s inductees – 
Bob Miller, Nancy Dinella Mucha and Joseph Congiusti 
– were initially placed in the TAA Book of Honor, 
created in 2004, in a category honoring deceased 
alumni. They now advance to full Hall of Fame status. 
Inductees (by graduation class order) include: 
Clarence E. “Lefty” Johnson (1944) got his start in 

leadership as vice 
president of his Taft 
senior class, and on the 
Taft Eagles foot- 
ball team. After service 
in the Navy, a business 
administration degree, 
and a stint as a special 
agent in the FBI, he 
joined Borg- Warner, a 
Fortune 500 company. 
Over the next 34 years, 
he rose through the 
company‘s ranks, 
heading various 

divisions, ending up as its president and chief executive 
officer. From 1987 until his retirement, he was a senior  
vice president and later consultant for  the in- vestment 
banking firm of Kidder, Peabody & Co. In addition, he 
has served as a trustee for the Field Museum and 
Chicago‘s fourth Presbyterian Church, as a director of 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and on the boards of 
several companies. 
D. Eugene Nugent (January 1946), valedictorian of his 
Taft class, built his reputation in the business world for 
professional 
corporation 
management. Early in 
his career, he was 
executive vice- 
president of ITT Indus- 
trial Credit Company, 
president of American 
Louver Company, and 
director of new 
ventures and other 
positions at U. S. 
Gypsum. In 1975, he 
joined Pentair, Inc., a 
company which bought 
and rehabilitated troubled paper manufacturers, rising 
to president, CEO and board chairman. He diversified 
the company by acquiring firms making other industrial 
products from woodworking machines to portable 
power tools, water pumps and automotive service 
products. When he retired, Pentair‘s net income was 
approximately $107 million and it ranked in the Fortune 
500 companies. Gene and his wife, Bonnie, founded 
and continue to raise funds for the Mark A. Nugent 
Medical Research Foundation to research causes of 
and treatments for mental illness. 

(continued on page 3) 
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Taft Class Reunions 
 
 

January 1957 -  Luncheon 
Date: October 24, 2009 
Place: Cooper‘s Hawk Restaurant – South 

Barrington, IL 
Contact: Leo Drummer 
wilmaleo5@aol.com, 847-515-1860 

 
January/June 1960 

Date: October 8-10, 2010 
Place: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, IL 
Contacts: Shirley Kalivoda DeWeese, 

jtdsad22@comcast.net, 847-885-8655 
 

Class 1969 
Date: October 17, 2009 
Place: White Eagle Banquets - Niles 
Contact: Anne Lunde - 773-631-1104 or 

Tafths1969@gmail.com 
 

Class 1988 
Date: October 24, 2009 
Place: Royal Gardens Banquet Hall - Chicago 
Contacts: Patrick Hudson at 

darvelle.jones@yahoo.com 
 

Class 2002 
Date: Initial planning stages 
Place: Looking for committee members 
Contact: Jessica Washington at 

Jessicawash2008@yahoo.com 
 

All Taft Classes - 
7th Annual Reunion Picnic 

Date: Sunday, March 7, 2010 
Place: Ft. DeSoto Park, St. Petersburg, FL Shelter 

number 14 - Noon to 3 PM Cost: 
(NEW this year…)  $3/each Pot 
Luck (a food item to share) + BYOB 
(Note: photo shoot at 2:30 pm) 

Contact: Leon Kathan (if needed) 117 Monte Real 
Blvd. Sebring, FL 33876 

 
 

Lost Classmates 
Are you looking for old classmates you've lost touch with?
We will help you in your search by publishing the
name(s) in this newsletter. If that party responds to us,
we forward that person's name and address to you. 
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni
Association c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr
Ave., Chicago IL 60631 or email us at taftalum@cox.net. 
The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name.
This issue we have the following request – 
Can you help him? 
Dear TAA: 

I'm looking for an old neighborhood friend Henry (Hank)
Bach who graduated from Taft in [January] 1955. I was
told [to see if he] appears in "lost class- mates." Hank's
nickname when we both lived on Seeley Ave was
"Buddy" back in the early 50's. 
Hank was a catcher on the Taft baseball team. He
convinced me to switch to catcher in my junior year from
the outfield when I was playing at Lane Tech. 
Making the switch resulted in me becoming the first string
catcher in 1956 and we (Lane) won the state of Illinois
baseball championship. I was able to get a baseball
scholarship to the U. of Wisconsin in Madison, WI. I've
never been able to thank Hank for his tip. It would be
great to talk to him again. The last news [I have] on him
he attended the U. Of Indiana in Bloomington on a
baseball scholarship back in 1955. 
Hopefully, you have someone that may know Hank's
whereabouts? 

Fred Durler (Lane, class of 1956)
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Taft Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies 
(continued from page 1) 

 
Robert Miller (June 1955) was seldom seen without a 
camera in his hand. Bob 
got his start in the news 
business in grade school 
when he turned 
photography lessons 
from a neighbor into 
cash by taking pictures 
after a fire at Norwood 
Park School. He 
followed that as a 
photographer for the Taft 
Tribune, and for the 1955 
Aerie, Taft‘s first official 
yearbook. The kid who 
turned up to snap the 
groundbreaking ceremonies at Resurrection Medical 
Center got a lifetime of assignments from the Sisters of 
the Resurrection. Miller Photography, located in the 
heart of the Taft area, became the place to call for 
formal portraits, weddings, commercial jobs or spot 
news assignments. His generous service assisted the 
Taft Alumni Association, especially at the time of the 
school‘s 50th anniversary. With an eye for detail and 
composition, a creative and sometimes whimsical spirit, 
Bob earned many honors and awards. Bob passed 
away in January, 1994. 
Nancy Dinella Mucha (January 1957) was valedictorian 

and vice president of her 
Taft class. “Friendly and 
full of fun,” her yearbook 
explained she was in 
Future Teachers of 
America, Student Council 
and the Taft Code 
Revision Committee, 
among others. She 
earned her MS degree in 
guidance and counseling 
at Purdue University and 
became a teacher and 
counselor. She and her 

husband, Tom Mucha (Taft, June 1956) settled in 
Mountain View, Calif., to raise their family. There, she 
was active in the Chamber of Commerce, Mayor‘s 
Youth Conference and a Restorative Justice program 
for first-time juvenile offenders. During two terms on her 
local school board, she helped to pass a merger of two 
school districts. She is remembered for her vibrant 
smile, her tenacious grip on life, and as one who always 
put children first. She passed away April 7, 2002. 
Roger Sedjo (June 1957) has focused on forestry 
issues since earning his economics degrees at Uni

versity of Illinois and 
University of Washing- 
ton. He taught at Utah 
State University, worked 
for the U.S. Agency for 
International 
Development, and 
received served various 
fellowships and visiting 
professorships. Since 
1977 he has served as 
director of the Re- 
sources for the Future, 
Forest and Policy 
Program, and is a senior fellow of its Energy and 
Natural Resources division. He has served on many 
national and international commit- tees and authored 14 
books. His specific research has focused on forests and 
global environmental problems, climate change and 
biodiversity, public lands issues, long-term sustainability 
of forests, industrial forestry and demand, timber supply, 
global forest trade, forest biotechnology and land use 
change. In 2007 he earned a Nobel Prize for his 
participation in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change. 
Thomas Day (1958) learned to play the bugle while 
marching with the Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps. 
While at Taft he hosted his own TV show, “Time for 
Teens” on WGN TV, and a Sunday dance party at the 
Chez Parie night club. He helped fellow Taft student Ral 
Donner to launch his singing career. Tom served in the 
US Marine Corps during Vietnam. After service he 
worked in the financial industry, helping banks to 
forestall foreclosures, developing real estate law in 
Illinois and working for the Illinois Lottery. In his spare 
time he worked as a photographer and public relations 
officer for units at Glenview Naval Air Base, was a 
senior squadron commander for the USAF Civil Air 
Patrol, and volunteered as an instructor for Army ROTC 
drill teams at several northwest side Chicago high 
schools. He played the bugle over the years, marching 
with some adult drum corps, and founding his own 
“Black Sheep Squadron” parade marching unit in honor 
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of the late “Pappy” Boyington and his own Taft 
classmate, Dale Luster, who had been killed in 
Vietnam. A more recent project, Bugles Across 
America, recruited veterans with military bugle 
experience, to be sure there are live buglers to play at 
military funerals and other occasions where veterans 
are being honored, instead of pre-recorded Taps. This 
year the program has 7,000 buglers across the country 
on call for such ceremonies. 
Wayne H. Schimpff (January 1959) grew up near the 
Chicago River‘s North Branch, and credits his years as 

an Eagle Scout for 
launching him into a 
career as a devoted 
naturalist. For the past 40 
years he has worked 
towards teaching young 
people about working with 
and protecting the 
environment. He has 
worked with the Cook 
County Forest Preserves, 
Openlands Project, North 
Park Village, the Boy 
Scouts, Chicago 

Wilderness, the U.S. Commission for UNESCO and the 
Abraham Lincoln Memorial Gar- den in Springfield IL. 
He was Illinois‘ Department of Natural Resources‘ first 
chief naturalist. For two dozen years he has been 
involved in Caretakers of the Environment, an 
international, all-volunteer program for high school 
students and teachers in 102 countries, which focuses 
on different environmental is- sues in annual meetings 
around the globe. (A founding board member, he 
currently serves as USA secretary). He has helped 
numerous organizations to begin environmental 
preservation programs from the Indiana Dunes to the 
city of Waukegan‘s efforts to clean up its harbor areas. 
He recently retired after more than 20 years in the 
Chicago Public Schools as a horticulture and biology 
teacher. At Hubbard High School, he conducted the 
city‘s first urban horticulture classes. At Von Steuben 
High School, students did service learning on erosion 
control and restoration along the North Branch. New 
outreach programs through “No Children Left Inside” 
and the Boy Scouts encourage young people in the big 
city to get into outdoor nature programming and service 
projects. 
David A. Barth (January 1962) had plenty of practice 
while at Taft – he was in J.J. Stamm‘s Mixed Chorus, in 
addition to ROTC drilling and spending time on the 
Aerie and Taft Trib staffs. After college he spent three 
years as a high school teacher and worked with a food 
retail educational association. In 1972 he founded 
American Media Productions, Inc., which develops and 
produces commercials and writ- ten materials for 
corporations and associations, in many different 
formats. He had enjoyed working with his own students 
on school productions and had fond memories of Mixed 
Chorus, where he learned to read music and conduct.  

That led to a volunteer 
project of his own: in 
1989 he founded and still 
directs the Spirit of Life 
Chorus, a labor of love for 
which he donates his time 
and talents. This 
ecumenical Christian 
contemporary concert 
chorus started with 17 
singers and has expanded 
to a company of more 
than 120 singers, 
musicians and staff. They 
perform about 16 concerts 

a year, throughout the Chicago area and out of town, 
free to the public. The chorus also does several benefit 
concerts for worthy organizations. In 2007 concerts, 
audience members were invited to donate non-
perishable items to be shipped overseas to U.S. troops, 
and 437 boxes were filled – earning the chorus a Home 
Front Hero Award from Illinois. 
Dr. Margo Apostolos (June 1967) is director of dance 
and movement at the USC 
School of Theatre, where 
she developed the 
university‘s dance minor in 
theatre studies and 
coordinates its Open Gate 
Dance Program. She has 
stretched her original 
masters of arts degree in 
dance from Northwestern 
University into doctoral and 
post-doctoral studies in 
many areas of movement 
and neuroscience. She is 
the co- director of the Cedars-Sinai/USC Dance 
Medicine Center in Los Angeles which provides 
preventive care and treatment for professional and 
recreational dancers. Working with Stanford University 
she developed “Dance for Sports”, a program about 
which she made presentations to the International 
Olympics Committee for the 2000 and 2002 games. She 
also worked as a re- search scientist with NASA‘s Jet 
Propulsion Lab at Caltech in space telerobics – 
choreography for robots.  

[continued on page 9] 

 
 

 

 
Note: Deadline  

For  photographs and articles to be included
in next issue: December 31, 2009 
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Paddi Cheerleaders 

- Family Style 
 

By Mary Jane Paddi Struberg (June ‘46) 
 

 
 

Taft Cheerleaders of 1944. 
(Back) Nancy Knight (Jan ’45), George Zima (Jan. ’45), 
Bob Paddi (June ’45), Unknown and Jeane Love (June 
’45). (front) Mary Jane Paddi (June ’46), Jackie Drich 
(June ’46) and Marion Howard (June ’46) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margie (June ’50) & Shirley Paddi (June 
’52) with Taft mascot Wayne Wells – 
Taft vs. Waller, Sept. 7, 1959. 

 

"And Now, The Rest of the 
Story" 

 

submitted by David Barth (January '62) 
Over the course of the past year, I have had the honor 
and privilege of collecting and producing a two CD set 
of some thirty songs as performed by the Mixed 
Chorus and Girls Chorus under the direction of JJ 
Stamm. The songs covered a time period of the late 
1950's to about 1970. When we advertised the set 
through the alumni newsletter, I assumed we would 
just receive orders. But to my great surprise, every 
order contained a note, and some fairly long, 
describing their time in each chorus and their great 
love and admiration for JJ. The following are just a 
few of the words you, the Mixed and Girls Chorus 
alumni wrote: 
"I believe he is the reason I got involved in jazz 
piano and vocal arranging." Bob Zaun (Jan '58) 
"Being a teacher myself, I really appreciate all Mr. 
Stamm put into his teaching." Linda Rodrick 
(June '68) 
"...JJ Stamm's programs and musicals were a high- 

light of the school year." Betty (Wabrbein) 
Masley (June '64) 

"JJ taught me so much about voice and 
projection." Kathie (Yehling) Haber 

(Summer '67) 
We were six Paddi‘s at Taft for many years. Four of 
us were cheerleaders and also my son Wayne Wells 
was mascot for two years. Of the five of us, four 
have passed on, including my son New Year‘s Eve at 
age 62. 
 

We still have many friends who ask 
about the Paddi‘s 
as I go home every year. 

 
You [TAA] do a wonderful job with the 
paper; I could never do it, but enjoy 
reading it, word for word. Keep up 
the good work! 

 
 
 

At Left: Wayne Wells, Mascot for Taft 
Football Game – Taft vs Schurz 
October 16, 1948 (son of Mary Jane 
Paddi) 

 
 
 

"...city choral competition was a concert that took 
my breath away." Beverly (Borowski) Born- 
horst (June ‘62) 

"Mixed Chorus was the high point of my years at 
Taft."  Carolyn (Feare) Rominski (June '63) 

 "...Annie Get Your Gun and Carousel were high 
points for me at Taft." Mary (Strandin) 
Goodlow (June '65) 

"...I would have paid twice the price to hear our old 
memories." Luanne (Scalzitti) Stone (1970) 

"We sang 'He never Said a Mumblin' Word' at city 
choral competition and got a standing ovation 
form the other chorus groups who were in the 
audience." Barb Moe LeMaster (1971) 

"JJ worked us hard, but he also took us to places 
that most of us never thought we could reach." 
Rich Karneboge (1969) 

"We were blessed to have his (JJ's) talent, vision 
and dedication as our director." Barbara 
(Blomberg) Johnson (January '60) 

"JJ was such a positive inspiration to so many." 
Dorothy Engels (June '59) 

"I don't think there is a month that goes by that I 
don't hum one of the songs we sang while I 
was in Mixed Chorus." Marian (Heinz) Eichlin 
(June '66) 
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"What great memories." Susan (Rocchi) Bruett 
(June '68) 

So that's it. It's been fun sharing choral memories and 
hearing from so many of you. There are still a few 
CD's left and they're still just $12. If you'd like one, 
send a check made payable to me, David Barth and 
mail it to 1035 Hummingbird Way, Bartlett, IL 
60103. We'll get it out to you immediately. And just 
so you know, JJ will be up again this September to 
attend the Spirit of Life Christmas Concert on Sun- 
day, December 6. 4:30 and St. Walter's Catholic 
Church in Roselle are the time and place. Each year 
he greets a handful of "old" students before and after 

the concert. He loves seeing all 
of you! 

 
 

In Our Memories 
 
Ellen (Stieber) Mac Donald, class of June 1942, 

died November 5, 2007 from cancer. 
Doris (Dernell) Haight, class of June 1943 passed 

away April 10, 2009. 
Chester Walter Tarzcynski, class of June 1943 died 

at age 72 in April 6, 1998 (brother of Edward) 
Edward Tarzcynski, class of June 1943(?) died at 

age 59 in 1982. See letter from their sister Joann in this issue‘s ―Letters to the Editor�. 
Lorraine (Ranke) Arnold, class of January 1944 

passed away July 10, 2009 from cancer. 
Duane Dean, class of June 1944, died in April 2001. 
Esther (Kritikson) Gjertsen, class of June 1944, is 

deceased, date unknown. 
Alice Lois (Hachmeister) Press, class of June 

1944, is deceased, date unknown. 
Patricia Lou (Berg) Miller, class of January 1945, 

passed away on her 82nd birthday, March 3, 2009. 
Robert E. Biederman, class of February 1946, died 

on August 6, 2009. 
Norman Pellegrini, class of February 1946 died in 

July 2009. He had been the program director at 
Chicago's classical WFMT-FM for many years. 

Shirley Ann (Huntman) Taylor, class of June 1947 
passed away July 9, 2009. See article on p. 12. 

Alice (Dziurkiewicz) Lutke, class of June 1948, 
passed away on September 5, 2009. Cause was 
a heart attack. 

William Kalbas, class of January 1948, died June 
25, 2009 from complications associated with Par- 
kinson's Disease. 

Joyce (Dockweiler) Daniels, class of January 1948 
passed away in July 2009. 

Frank William “Bill” Hopkins, class of June 1948 
died July 22, 2009. 

Joycelyn Bell (Grahn) Wobeck, class of June 1949, 
passed away August 5, 2009, after a six year va- 
liant battle with cancer. 

Joseph Matuga, class of June 1949 died April 2009. 
 
 

Donald Peterson, class of June 1949, passed away 
March 4, 2009. 

Norman Johnson, class of January 1950, passed 
away during this Summer 2009. 

Doris (Anderson) Allison, class of June 1950, died 
August 6, 2009 of cancer. 

Herbert Richard Sponholtz, class of June 1950, 
passed away in July 2009 from diabetes compli- 
cations. 

Walter Sorensen, class of June 1954, is deceased, 
date unknown. 

Ellen (Andres) Carroll, class of June 1955, passed 
away February 26, 2009 from kidney failure/heart 
attack. 

Charles Edie, class of June 1953 died on February 
5, 2009; his wife is Elsie (Winther) Edie, class of 
June 1956. 

Judith (Martin) Hubbee, class of January1959, died 
November 1969. 

Patricia (Molson) Laws, class of January1959, died 
November 1969. 

James Osterman, class of January1959, died Au- 
gust, 1994. 

Jerry Rocen, class of January1959, died April, 1983. 
James Schultz, class of January1959, passed away 

August, 1995. 
Judith (Smith) Pohlman, class of January1959, 

died in the fall of 1987. 
Paul Vogt, class of January1959, died in the spring 

of 1984. 
Donald Whitney, class of January1959, died Sep- 

tember, 1988. 
Stephen Hoye, class of June, 1960 passed away in 

2006 of a lung condition. 
Douglas Kotarek, class of January 1960, died in 

January 2009 from lung cancer. 
Bonnie (Luckner) Scovill, class of January 1962, 

died suddenly while on vacation June 23, 2009. 
Jeffrey Scott Gerbing, class of June 1964, passed 

away May 2008. 
Diane (Anderson) Schwindt, class of January 1964, 

died in August 2008. 
Carolyn A. (Pearson) Francisco, class of January 

1964, died August 19, 2009, after her battle with 
ovarian cancer. She lived in Prospect Heights, IL 
and was a school teacher for 30 years. 

Craig Kindle, class of1973, passed away on No- 
vember 12, 2007. He was very proud that he 
went to Taft. 

Kevin C. Pietrucha, class of 1977, passed away 
April 8, 2009 of natural causes. He was a self 
employed contractor for 30 years residing in Port 
Barrington, IL. 

Keith Carlson, class of 1979, passed away in De- 
cember 2008. 

Anthony J. Simpkins, class of 1993, died in 2001 
from an aneurysm. 
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1940s 

JOHN ELLIS (1940) graduated 
from Northwestern BS 1944, 
Columbia 1968, lives in Ormand 
Beach, FL, has 5 children, 16 
grandchildren, 11 great 
grandchildren and is retired. 
BETTY LOU (OLSON) 
BUKOWSKI (JUNE 1942) lives 
in Arlington Hts, IL, has 4 
children, 4 grandchildren, 2 great 
grandchildren and is a 
homemaker. 
WANDA (FISHER) WALLS 
(JUNE 1942) lives in River 
Forest, IL, has 3 children, 8 
grandchildren, 4 great 
grandchildren and is retired from 
banking. 
JUNE (PERKINS) KUNZEN 
(JUNE 1943) lives in Crystal 
Lake, IL, has 3 children, 4 
grandchildren and is a retired 
secretary. 
RUTH (LEHMANN) SMITH 
(JUNE 1943) lives in Park Ridge, 
IL, has 1 child and is a retired 
assistant VP insurance 
administrator. 
 WAILLIAM WALDBUESSER 
(JANUARY 1944) MARRIED 
SHIRLEY (MOSEHEL) (JUNE 
1946) lives in Rolling Meadows, 
IL, has 2 children, 6 
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild 
and is retired. 
DELORES (KANE) 
McPHEETERS (JUNE 1944) 
lives in Birmingham, MI, has 3 
children, 6 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
GEORGIA (WARTON) OLSON 
(JUNE 1944) MARRIED EVAN 
(JANUARY 1945), she graduated 
from Mac Murray College BA 
1948, Evan graduated from 
Northwestern BA 1950, they lives 
in Prospect Hts, IL, have 4 
children, 12 grandchildren, 5 
great grandchildren and are 
retired. 
SHIRLEY (NANCARROW) 
WARNER (JUNE 1944) lives in 
Sandia Park, NM, has 4 children, 

7 grandchildren, 2 great 
grandchildren and is retired. 
MARTHA (SPOHNHOLTZ) 
RAASCH (JANUARY 1945) 
graduated from Northern 1950, 
lives in Mc Henry, IL, has 4 
children, 15 grandchildren, 6 
great grandchildren and is a 
retired science teacher. 
BOROTHY (VODVARKA) 
HINCKS (JUNE 1945) graduated 
from CA State BA 1982, lives in 
Yorba Linda, CA and is retired 
from government work, now 
works at registration at Anaheim 
Convention Center. 
BARBARA (LAWTON) 
LOESCHEN (JANUARY 1945) 
lives in Sarasota, FL, has 3 
children, 1 grandchild and is a 
retired professional fashion 
model. 
DORIS (JOHNSON) BAUER 
(JUNE 1945) lives in Mc Henry, 
IL, has 2 children, 6 
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild 
and is retired. 
DONALD GLOOR (JUNE 1946) 
graduated from Blackburn AA 
1950, Roosevelt BSBA 1970, 
MPA 1971, lives in Des Plaines, 
IL, has 2 children, 1 grandchild, is 
retired and is a member director 
for Des Plaines Art Council. 
JACK RISTOW (JUNE 1946) 
lives in Arlington  Hts, IL, has 3 
children, 8 grandchildren and is in 
sales, summers in Door County, 
WI. 
DORIS (HALLSTROM) WEBER 
(JUNE 1946) lives in Clearwater, 
FL, has 3 children, 7 
grandchildren and is retired. 
FREDERIC CONVILLE (JUNE 
1947) graduated from Millikin 
BA 1954, lives in Chicago, has 2 
children, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
DAVID MESKAN (JANUARY 
1948) graduated from MO School 
o9f Mines BS 1952, lives in Park 
Ridge, IL, has 3 children, 2 
grandchildren  and is an engineer. 
LOIS (SCHUMACHER) BEARD 
(JUNE 1948) lives in Kimberling 
City, MO, has 4 children, 8 
grandchildren, 5 great 
grandchildren and is retired. 
NORMA (RIGONI) EAKER 
(JUNE 1948) lives in Des Plaines, 
IL, has 5 children, 9 
grandchildren and is retired. 
ROGER NEWMAN (JUNE 
1948) graduated from Wright 

1950, Elmhurst College 1953, 
lives in Palm Bay, FL, has 3 
children, 6 grandchildren , is 
retired and was captain of Taft’s 
baseball team in 1948. 
JEAN (AVICHOUSER) 
SCHAEFER (JUNE 1948) 
graduated from IL College BA 
1952, lives in Wilmington, NC, 
has 3 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is a retired teacher. 
CAROL (KORBUS) 
THOMPSON (JUNE 1948) lives 
in Santa Barbara, CA, has 3 
children, 5 grandchildren, 1 great 
grandchild and is retired. 
DONALD UTT (JUNE 1948) 
lives in Palatine, IL, has 3 
children, 4 grandchildren, 1 great 
grandchild and is a retired VP 
from Continental Bank. 
DOLORES (FELL) 
HOECKELBERG (JUNE 1948) 
MARRIED ROBERT 
(JANUARY 1950), they live in 
Green Valley, AZ, have 3 
children, 1 grandchild and are 
retired, Bob is now a Sheriff 
auxiliary volunteer. 
BARBARA (HECKEL) 
WHITING (JUNE 1948) 
graduated from Purdue BS 1952, 
lives in Matthews, NC, has 2 
children, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
PRICILLA (STIEBER) 
GLOMSKI (JUNE 1949) lives in 
Huntley, IL, has 4 children, 10 
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild 
and is retired. 
LEONARD HAMACHEK 
(JUNE 1949) graduated from 
Eureka College BS 1957, lives in 
Rockford, IL, has 3 children, 7 
grandchildren and is retired from 
sales/administration. 
MARY (EHRLICH) 
LUNDMARK (JUNE 1949) 
graduated from De Pauw BA 
1953, lives in Albion, IL, has 3 
children, 1 grandchild and is 
retired. 
NANCY (MONDIENTZ) 
TIBBITTS (JUNE 1949) 
graduated from Northern BS 
1966, lives in Santa Barbara, CA, 
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is a retired teacher. 
JEANNE (WASCHOW) WEAD 
(JUNE 1949) lives in Sun City, 
West, AZ, has 3 children, 9 
grandchildren, 2 great 
grandchildren and is a retired 
dental assistant. 

1950s 

BRUCE BENSON (JANUARY 
1950) graduated from Wheaton 
College BS 1957, MI State MA 
1967, lives in Corpus Christi, TX, 
has 5 children, 9 grandchildren 
and is a teacher/coach. 
HARRY BENTSEN (JANUARY 
1950) graduated from Culver-
Stockton BS 1954, lives in 
Springfield, IL, has 4 children, 10 
grandchildren and is a retired 
insurance executive. 
MARILYN (HUNTMAN) GIESE 
(JANUARY 1950) graduated 
from College of Du Page AA 
1992, lives in Aurora, IL, has 5 
children, 17 grandchildren and is 
a writer. 
MARSHALL ZUGEHAR 
(JANUARY 1950) graduated 
from Rochester Inst. Tech. BS 
1969, lives in Salisbury, MD, has 
3 children, 3 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
JOSEPHINE (GORR) 
CROSSLETY (JUNE 1950) lives 
in Cary, IL, has 8 children, 15 
grandchildren, 7 great 
grandchildren and is a preschool 
teacher and winters in FL. 
 PATRICIA (RYAN) 
MICHALSKI (JUNE 1950) 
graduated from Wright AA 1972, 
lives in Chicago, has 6 children, 
10 grandchildren  and is an 
assistant Cook County Treasurer 
and a TAA Hall of Famer. 
JOANNE (CLOSSET) 
STEINMETZ (JUNE 1950) lives 
in Crystal Lake, IL, has 5 
children, 5 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
CAROL (BOLDT) BENTSEN 
(JUNE 1951) MARRIED 
RONALD (JUNE 1951) , she 
graduated from Northeastern BA 
1974, Northern MS 1977, they 
live in Arlington Hts, IL, have 3 
children, 6 grandchildren and both 
are retired. 
JOHN PASZKIET (JUNE 1951), 
lives in Fayetteville, AR, has 2 
children, 2 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
RICHARD HATHAWAY (JUNE 
1952) graduated from U of I 
BSME 1957, lives in Groveland, 
CA, has 3 children, 7 
grandchildren and is retired, has a 
small museum of antique fishing 
tackle and collects and restores 
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old golf clubs and woodworking 
tools 
HERB MANIG (JUNE 1952) 
graduated from U of WY BA 
1960, CO State Med 1971, lives 
in Laramie, WY, has 2 children, 8 
grandchildren and is retired. 
LOUISE (VAN DE 
MERKT(JUNE 1952), lives in 
Mundelein, IL, has 3 children, 10 
grandchildren and is retired. 
RICHARD SCHIEFELBEIN 
(JANUARY 1953) graduated 
from Ripon College BA 1961, 
Northern MS 1981, lives in 
Watertown, WI and No Ft Myers, 
FL, has 2 children, 4 
grandchildren and is a retired 
science teacher. 
JANE (MEADOWS) 
ABRAMCHIK (JUNE 1953) 
graduated from Northern BS 
1957, lives in Skokie, IL and is a 
retired special ed teacher. 
BARBARA (EDWARDS) 
FREITAG (JUNE 1953) lives in 
Joliet, IL, has 4 children, 11 
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild 
and is retired. 
CHARLES SCHROEDER (JUNE 
1953) graduated from U of I BS 
& MS, lives in Oswego, IL, has 6 
children, 8 grandchildren and is a 
retired civil engineer. He winters 
in The Villages, FL. 
JIM TWITCHELL (JUNE 1953) 
lives in Fullerton, CA, has 5 
children, 10 grandchildren and is 
a VP/general merchandise 
manager for Price/Costco. 
JOHN SAGAN (JANUARY 
1954) MARRIED GLORIA 
(RHOWANEC (JUNE 1957),they  
live in Hot Springs Village, AR, 
have 1 child, 1 grandchild and 
John is a retired electrician. 
WILLIAM ANTKOWIAK 
(JUNE 1954) lives in Mesa, AZ, 
has 3 children, 7 grandchildren 
and is a retired contractor. 
NORINE (ANDERSON) 
KMETT (JUNE 1954) graduated 
from Wittenberg U BS 1962, U of 
Dayton MS 1982, lives in 
Springfield, OH, has 2 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a retired 
math teacher. 
GARY MEDE (JUNE 1954) 
MARRIED ELEANOR 
(KUEHN) (JUNE 1956) they live 
in Normal, IL, have 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and are retired. 
PAUL MILLER (JUNE 1954) 
graduated from Valparaiso BA 

1958, lives in Bloomfield, NJ, has 
2 children, 4 grandchildren and is 
a retired international consultant. 
WAYNE MIONSKI (JUNE 
1954) graduated from Concordia 
BA 1959, Lutheran School of 
Theological STM 1963, U of WI 
MS 1969, lives in Racine, WI and 
is a retired Episcopal priest. 
RAY WHITEHEAD (JUNE 
1954) graduated from De Paul BA 
1985,U of  I MA 1968, EOD 
1974, lives in Landrum, SC, has 3 
children, 5 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
ROBERT HEIDORN (JUNE 
1955) graduated from Lawrence 
BA 1959, U of I MS 1960, PhD 
1963, lives in Janesville, WI, has 
1 child, 2 grandchildren and is a 
retired professor from U of WI. 
CAROL (ANDERSON) 
MONTGOMERY (JANUARY 
1956) graduated from Northern 
BS 1960, Concordia MS 1976, 
lives in Colorado Springs, CO, 
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren 
and is a retired principal. 
ELSIE (WINTHER) EDIE (JUNE 
1956) lives in Hampshire, IL, has 
2 children, 2 grandchildren, 1 
great grandchild and is retired. 
NANCY (HAANING) 
JOHNSON (JUNE 1956) lives in 
Park Ridge, IL, has 3 children, 6 
grandchildren and is retired. 
MARJORIE (KLARQUIST) 
NEHLSEN (JUNE 1956) lives in 
Lake Suzy, FL, has 2 children 
(both Taft grads), 3 grandchildren 
and is retired from AB Dick. 
BARBARA (GROMKE) 
STEPHENS (JUNE 1956) 
graduated from U of I 1957, U of 
WI 1961, U of IA 1985, lives in 
Solon, IA, has 3 children, 7 
grandchildren and is an artist. 
TOM TUBBS (JUNE 1956) lives 
in Rosemont, MN, has 3 children, 
11 grandchildren and is retired 
from Ben Franklin Variety. 
WILLIAM WEISKOPF 
(JANUARY 1956) graduated 
from Northwestern BA,BS 1960, 
MBA 1967, lives in Denver, CO, 
has 3 children, 9 grandchildren 
and is a retired CPA. 
DONALD BARNES (JUNE 
1957) lives in Palatine, IL, has 3 
children, 8 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
PHILLIP LOUGHREY (JUNE 
1957) lives in Nashville, TN and 
is retired. 

PRISCILLA (DECK) 
WOODWORTH (JUNE 1957) 
lives in Des Plaines, IL, has 4 
children, 7 grandchildren and is 
retired. 
MARJORIE (EATON) BLOCKS 
(JANUARY 1958) MARRIED 
ROGER (JUNE 1958), she 
graduated from De Pauw BSN 
1962, U of WI MSN 1986, Roger 
graduated Purdue Eng 1962, they 
live in Racine, WI, have 2 
children 6 grandchildren, 
Marjorie is a nursing instructor 
and Roger is an engineer. 
RICHARD SHATTUCK 
(JANUARY 1958) graduated 
from IA State BS 1963, lives in 
Edmonds, WA, has 2 children, 4 
grandchildren and is a retired 
sales manager. 
KAREN (PLATH) ZAVELL 
(JANUARY 1958) lives in 
Georgetown, SC, has 2 children, 1 
grandchild and is retired. 
LOLETA (ANDERSON) 
DIDRICKSON (JUNE 1958), 
graduated from U of I BA, lives 
in Chicago, has 3 children, 4 
grandchildren and is a Politician 
and former comptroller for the 
state of Illinois. 
JUDITH (LEVIN) EASTWOOD 
(JUNE 1958) LIVES IN Park 
Ridge, IL and is a retired parish 
administrator. 
CAROLE (MC LEAN) KAISER 
(JUNE 1958) lives in Woodstock, 
IL, has 2 children, 2 
grandchildren and is retired from 
computer graphics. 
ROBERT WITT (JUNE 1958) 
graduated from De Paul BSC 
1962, UCLA JD 1965, U of So 
CA MPA 1978, lives in Cerritos, 
CA, has 2 children and is a 
lawyer. 
TOM HOOKANSON (JUNE 
1959) GRADUATED FROM 
American Academy of Art 1964, 
lives in Cedarburg, WI, has 4 
children, 3 grandchildren and is a 
portrait artist and sculptor. 
ANNE (FEAR) MC MANUS 
(JUNE 1959) lives in St Charles, 
IL, has 2 children, 4 
grandchildren and is a swim 
coach/ ICF Olympic Official. 

1960s 

GARY BLOHN (JANUARY 
1960) graduated from 
Northwestern BS 1964, lives in 
San Antonio, TX, has 1 child and 

is in entertainment. Teaching at 
UCLA, was also on Broadway in 
“Who’s Who in Entertainment 
Vol 1”. 
LINDA (CARLSON) FISHER 
(JANUARY 1960) graduated 
from Northwestern BS 1963, lives 
in Keswick, VA, has 4 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a 
homemaker. 
 BARBARA (BLOMBERG) 
JOHNSON (JANUARY 1960) 
graduated from IA State BS 1964, 
lives in Trabuco Canyon, CA, has 
4 children, 11 grandchildren and 
is a homemaker. 
MICHAEL KELLY (JANUARY 
1960) MARRIED SHERYL 
(BUERGER) (JANUARY 1963), 
he graduated from North Park BS 
1964, Northern MS 1968, they 
live in Huntley, IL, have 3 
children, 4 grandchildren and both 
are retired. 
CINDY (JACKSON) JOHNSON 
(JUNE 1960) lives in Marco 
Island, FL, has 3 children and is 
retired, now a realtor. 
ROSEMARY (CHUDZINSKI) 
NOVAK (JUNE 1960) lives in 
High Ridge, MO, has 2 children, 
2 grandchildren and is a 
homemaker. 
EUGENE PHILLIP (JUNE 1960) 
graduated from ITT BSEE 1967, 
lives in Great Falls, VA and is a 
retired government engineer. 
MARY ANN (GULINO) ROJAS 
(JUNE 1960) lives in Hanover 
Park, IL, has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a retired 
medical assistant. 
WAYNE SCHNELL (JUNE 
1960) lives in Norridge, IL and is 
a realtor.  
MARLYS (JOHNSON) 
SWANSON (JANUARY 1961) 
graduated from  De Pauw BS 
1965, lives in Waukesha, WI, has 
3 children, 4 grandchildren and is 
an RB coordinator of Womens 
Midlife Program. 
MARY (PAPCIAK) 
SAMBORSKI (JUNE 1961) 
MARRIED DARRYL (JUNE 
1962), she graduated from 
Northeastern BA, Darryl 
graduated from Northeastern BA 
1966, Northern MS, they live in 
Schaumburg, IL, have 2 children, 
2 grandchildren and both are 
retired teachers. 
STEPHEN WREN (JUNE 1961) 
graduated from IL Masonic Hosp 
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RN, St Leo U BA, Golden Gate U 
MPA, lives in Largo, FL and is 
retired from U of So FL. 
ALLAN STROMSTA 
(JANUARY 1962) graduated 
from  Northern BA 1967, Chicago 
State MS 1974, lives in 
Shorewood,, IL, has 3 children 
and is a retired corrections asst. 
supt. 
CAROL (GRANDT) WEST 
(JANUARY 1962) graduated 
from Augustana BA 1966, O 
Kanagan U 1990, lives in 
Kelowna BS Canada, has 2 
children and is a psychiatric social 
worker. 
KEN LINDENAU (JUNE 1962) 
graduated from Northwestern and 
U of I, lives in Linfield, PA, has 2 
children, 5 grandchildren and is 
semi retired from marketing, now 
a cruise consultant for Expedia. 
DARLA (BLOCKS) MC 
BURNEY (JUNE 1962) 
graduated from Purdue BA 1966, 
John Hopkins MLA 1975, lives in 
Atlanta, GA, has 6 children, 9 
grandchildren and is a retired 
interior designer. 
CRAGI SABEY (JUNE 1962) 
lives in Peoria, IL and is a 
maintenance worker for the IL 
Dept of Trans. 
MARGIT WEVANG (JUNE 
1962) graduated from North Park 
BS 1997, lives in Chicago and is a 
writer, editor and designer. 
JIM GROLL (JUNE 1963) 
MARRIED JANET (LOOSE) 
(JUNE 1967), they live in 
Chicago, have 2 children, Jim is a 
retired CPD now an electrician 
DIANA (RHODES) WEST 
(JUNE 1963) lives in Thomson, 
IL, has 3 children, 4 
grandchildren  and is with the 
ministry at Cordova Dragway 
Park. 
SUSAN (STAATS) APEL 
(JANUARY 1964) graduated 
from U of WI BS 1968, lives in 
Burr Ridge, IL, has 2 children and 
is a homemaker. 
MICHAEL LOPRIORE 
(JANUARY 1964) MARRIED 
CAROL (VOTAVA) (JANUARY 
1966), they live in Prospect Hts, 
IL, have 2 children, 5 
grandchildren, Michael is self 
employed and Carol is an RN. 
DANIEL NOON (JUNE 1964) 
lives in Chicago and is a retired 
detective CPD now an 

investigator, Cook County States 
Attorney. 
MICHAEL PARQUETTE (JUNE 
1964) lives in Wonder Lake, IL, 
has 1 child and is a technician. 
KAREN (KUEHL) ADAIR 
(JUNE 1964) lives in Ft Wayne, 
IN, has 2 children and is in real 
estate sales. 
RICHARD ANDERSON 
(JANUARY 1965), lives in Mt 
Prospect, IL, has 3 children and is 
retired. 
ROBERT B. JOHNSON 
(JANUARY 1965) graduated 
from IIT BS 1969, MS 1971, lives 
in Buffalo Grove, IL, has 2 
children and is a senior structural 
engineer. 
PETER EBNER (JANUARY 
1965) graduated from U of I BS 
1969, Northern MS, lives in 
Glendale Hts, IL, has 3 children, 2 
grandchildren and is a retired 
teacher. 
BILL PAVELEC (JANUARY 
1965) graduated from College of 
Artesian NM BA 1969, lives in 
Auburn, AL, has 1 child and is a 
personal trainer. 
LINDA (BURK) CNOTA (JUNE 
1965) lives in Naperville, IL, has 
2 children, 1 grandchild and is a 
retired secretary. 
CORLISS (PORTER) FALKNER 
(JUNE 1965) lives in Wood Dale, 
IL, has 3 children, 3 
grandchildren and is a buyer. 
CHRISTINE (PRZYBYLO) 
PAYTON (JUNE 1965) 
graduated from U of I BA 1969, 
lives in Schaumburg, IL, has 3 
children, 6 grandchildren and is 
an office manager. 
JUDITH (REID) PRESTON 
(JUNE 1965) lives in Anthem, 
AZ, has 3 children and is an REO 
realtor. 
MARIE (MARQUARDT) 
RODGERS (JUNE 1965) 
graduated from Interior Designs 
Inst. 2001, lives in Irvina, CA, has 
2 children, 2 grandchildren and 
does interior design and works at 
a law firm. 
CHERYL (KOSLOFF) 
KOPINSKI (JANUARY 1966) 
lives in Park Ridge, IL and was 
just laid off from a law firm and 
looking for work and friends. 
HELEN THORNE (JANUARY 
1966) lives in New Port Richey, 
FL and is retired. 

JAMES BIXLER (JUNE 1966) 
MARRIED GAIL (PONCE) 
(1968), he graduated from Cal 
State BA 1977, they live in 
Oceanside, CA, have 3 children 
and are retired from the USMC. 
THADDEUS (SKIP) DUSIK, 
(JUNE 1966)  lives in Lakemoor, 
IL, has 1 child, 2 grandchildren 
and is an optician. 
JUDY (ABBINANTI) 
OLSZOWSKI (JUNE 1966) 
graduated from De Paul BS 1970, 
Loyola MBA 1982, lives in Des 
Plaines, IL, has 2 children and is a 
manager. 
RICK BREESE (JANUARY 
1967) MARRIED SUE (BERG) 
(1968), he graduated from Wright 
AA 1969, So IL BS 1971, they 
live in Palatine, IL, have 2 
children, 2 grandchildren, he is a 
national accounts manager for 
Crescent Cardboard, Sue is a 
small business owner. 
CHARLES BAJERSKI (JUNE 
1967) lives in Cary, NC, has 5 
children, 7 grandchildren and is a 
supervisor. 
MARY (GAUGHAN) COYNE 
(JUNE 1967) MARRIED TIM 
COYNE (JUNE 1967) lives in 
Cincinnati, OH and has 1 child. 
PHILIP DEETJEN (JUNE 1967) 
MARRIED SUSAN (EGGERS) 
(1969) he graduated from College 
of Du Page AA 1975, they live in 
Addison, IL, have 3 children, 2 
grandchildren and he is a VP GM 
bus sales. 
TRACY (NOVAK) PROSI 
(JUNE 1968) lives in Arlington 
Hts, IL, has 3 children, 1 
grandchild and is a housewife. 

1970s 
JOANNE (STEFELY) HEINTZ 
(1970) graduated from Loyola BS 
1974, lives in Lindenhurst, IL, has 
2 children and is a housewife and 
does data processing for husbands 
business.   
JILL KESSEL (1970) graduated 
from Elmhurst College BS, lives 
in Chicago, has 1 child and is a 
training manager/real estate agent. 
GARY RICHERT (1970) 
graduated from Purdue BS 1974, 
MS 1975, lives in Hinsdale, IL, 
has 3 children and is a district 
manager. 
MELODY CHILDS (1971) 
graduated from Northeastern BS 
1975, U of I MS 1977, U of NM 

BSN 1989, lives in Sandia Park, 
NM and is an RN/freelance 
writer. 
MARGIE (GORSKI) 
SZEWCZYK (1971) lives in Des 
Plaines, IL, has 2 children and is a 
corporate investigator. 
NANCY (HINRICHS) 
WARMOTH (1971) graduated 
from U of I BS 1975, lives in 
Downers Grove, IL, has 2 
children and is an accountant. 
JAN (CRAMER) GRANA (1972) 
graduated from Triton AS 1978, 
Northeastern BA 1989, U of I 
PhD 1999, lives in Prospect Hts, 
IL, has 2 children and is a physics 
professor. 
SUZANNE (KULAK) GUIGLIO 
(1973) lives in Thousand Oaks, 
CA, has 2 children and is a 
checker at Vons. 
MARY KAY (KRETCH)) 
HABEN (1973) graduated from U 
of I BS 1977, U of MI MBA 
1979, lives in Glenview, IL, has 2 
children and is president, Wrigley 
North American. 
MARY KAY KENNEDY (1973) 
graduated from U of I BA 1976, 
Hastings College JD 1983, lives 
in Redwood City, CA and is a 
lawyer/manager. 
DONALD WOLFF (1975) 
graduated from Northern 1979, 
lives in Elmhurst, IL, has 2 
children and owns Wolff’s 
Market Place. 
SUSAN (MARQUARDT) 
MORRISON (1978) graduated 
from SIU BS 1982, lives in 
Thousand Oaks, CA and is senior 
administration 
analyst/programmer. 
MAUREEN (MOORE) CROSS 
(1979) lives in Niles, IL, has 8 
children and is an RN. 

1980s 

 CATHY WALLIN (1980) lives 
in Chicago and is an RN at 
Lutheran General Hospital. 
LISA (SCHMIDT) BARTOS 
(1981) lives in Hoffman Estate, 
IL, has 3 children and is a 
customer service rep for First 
Card. 
JEAN (LIGHTFOOT) PAPPAS 
(1987) graduated from St 
Petersburg 2002, lives in New 
Port Richey, FL, has 4 children 
and is an RN. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Jerry, 
As usual I read with great interest your summer [edition] 
of the Newsletter. You gave mention to the evolution of 
the Taft Yearbook. I am packing in preparation of 
another move, the umpteenth in the Odyssey of my life. 
Unseen for many, many years, I uncovered my copy of 
our very first effort. It was, as [Frank Heyer] said, copies 
of the Taft Tribune. I don‘t believe the Tribune began 
publishing until the spring semester of 1940. My 
[edition] of the Yearbook included only copies of the 
spring Tribune issue, but they were published with 
pictures of the first graduating class. I don‘t want to 
give my copy up, but if you would like I would be 
pleased to copy it for you. 
I continue to be impressed with the ongoing progress of 
OUR school. Every [edition] of the Alumni Newsletter 
seems to give further evidence of the history of stellar 
educational and athletic achievements. 

Jack Ellis (June 1940) 
Jellis23@cfl.rr.com  

Left to Right: Marylou (Harles) Sass, Arlene (Nor- 
man) Roy, Mary Ann (Schmitt) Hurtig and Mary 
(Papciak) Samborst, all from the class of June, 
1961. 

 
Dear Kay, 
You were kind to call me when you started the Alumni 
Association; I've been a member ever since. My letter 
to the paper is: The meeting and get-together you had, 
pictures of the gang were great. I could not get away 
then, [but] now I can. But most of the people are dead 
or worse.  Get up and go while you can, not when their 
gone. 

Herb Haraburd, June 1946 
[Editor’s note:  Good advice, Herb.  I’m assuming you are referring 
to the All-Taft picnic in Florida last February? Jbb]. 

Dear Taft Alumni: 
I enjoy reading the updates in the newsletter. Since 
some updates involve early Taft students, I thought 
someone might be left who knew my brothers, Edward 
and Chester Tarczynski. My brothers were 15 and 17 
years older than I, but a couple of teachers were still 
there in 1954 who asked me if I had two brothers. My 
brothers would have been one year apart in school. 
Since the elementary school was far away, our mother 
held Edward back a year so the boys would be together. 
They would have entered Taft in 1939. Edward was 
drafted out of Taft when he turned 18, during World War 
II for the Army Air Corps. These days young people 
would be shocked to hear of such a thing. But, back 
then, you were drafted at 18 no matter where you were. 
I know he didn't graduate from Taft. I have no idea 
whether he completed his studies in the Army. I'm not 
sure how important that was at the time. I believe he 
was as- signed to radio communications. At least he 
wasn't in the trenches. 
Ches graduated in 1943. He joined the Navy and trained 
to be a pilot. The war ended before he could fly on 
active duty. Eddie came home safe and sound. My first 
memory of them was in uniform. 
Edward died in 1982 at 59. He worked for Illinois Bell for 
many years and died before he retired. He never 
married and never left Chicago. 
Ches married and had three children. He retired from 
IBM. Ches moved to California after his wife passed 
away, and lived with a son and daughter-in-law. He 
passed away in 1997 at 72. 

Little sister, Joann Tarczynski Coover (June ‘58) 
[Editor’s Note: I checked our graduation lists and only found the 
younger of your two brothers.  Chester Walter Tarzcynski graduated 
on June 25, 1943.  However, if your oldest brother enlisted at age 18, 
he may have not been able to finish his senior year to get on the list 
of graduates that we have from the main office of the Chicago Board 
of Education. But maybe someone who reads this will come forward 
who remembers Edward.  It is worth a try.  Jerry Bloom, TAA 
Newsletter Editor] 
 
Frank Heyer, 
Enclosed you will find a copy of my yearbooks from 
'55,'56,'57 and '58. During those years we did not 
have individual yearbooks but this one large book you 
had to put together. Kay Kuciak directed me to send 
this to you back in May.  Being that it was so big and 
heavy I thought I would bring it to you and since that 
has not happened I decided to just mail it. 
I hope this is what you need to complete the 
collection. 

Judy Hartman (June 1958) 
[Judy, Your kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated. We 
FINALLY have a complete collection of Taft yearbooks, or equivalent 
thereof.  They are invaluable to us as research tools as well as 
having the historical perspective for Taft students from the be- 
ginning.  Thank you so much on behalf of the entire TAA Board! 
Jerry Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor] 

TAA Board Meeting 
 

The next TAA board meeting will be held at 
Taft on November 12, 2009 at 7:00 pm. 

 
All Taft Alumni are always welcome to attend. 
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To TAA: 
Barbara Peterson (January '59) and Carole McLean 
Kaiser (June '58) joined several others at Mather's Cafe 
on Higgins, near Harlem, for a talk by Jim Jacobs (class 
of June '60) about the origin of "Grease". He discussed 
Taft High School as well as friends and teachers from 
the late 50's, all of which contributed to the story of 
"Grease". He also took questions, posed for pictures, 
signed autographs. Everyone enjoyed the program. 
Norm Gunther (Jan ‘59) 
Kay: 
This photo was taken at Mill Rose Restaurant in South 
Barrington, IL this past summer. Some guys can‘t get a 
date, and here I have three, Ha, Ha. (Onahan/Taft High 
School Reunion) We had a great time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L-R: Carolyn (Heine) Walters, Arlene (Galla) 
tecas and Diane (Kath) Roginski (all from June ‘57) 
and Jay Forereed (Jan. ‘57) 

 
Hello Jerry: 
This relates to Dick Wharton's (Jan. ‘50) letter 
regarding George "Sooey" Maier (June ‘49) that 
appeared on pp 10-11 of the Summer 2009 newsletter. 
My recollection is that "Sooey" Maier was drafted by 
the New York Yankees and managed to work his way 
up to AAA ball for the Yankee farm teem. How- ever, 
this was the era of Whitey Ford and other Yankee 
greats and to my knowledge, as good as he was, 
"Sooey" never made it to the majors with the Yankees.  
This was the age in which, once drafted, a player was 
locked into the team with whom they signed. In my 
estimation has "Sooey" Maier gone with any other 
team in the major leagues he would have been a major 
league pitcher. 
"Sooey" Maier lived at the corner of Coyle and Octavia 
in Edison Park. I live less than a block away on Lunt 
Avenue and when I was a kid used to watch 

"Sooey" practice pitching in his backyard. 
Dan Rice (June '53) 

Dear TAA: 
Thanks so much for the summer edition of the Taft 
Alumni Newsletter. In response to Dick Wharton‘s 
letter to Jerry in that issue: 
I grew up next door to George “Sooey” Maier‘s family. 
George made the New York Yankee farm team (I‘m not 
sure of the year). His arm “went” because he was a 
sidearm pitcher. If I remember correctly, after his 
baseball career ended he became a lawyer. 
Oddly enough, the neighbors on the other side were 
named Wharton. 

Holly Roschman Witek (1969) 
To TAA: 
Former Taft football stars Ken Kortas and Al 
McFarland visited Schimpff‘s Confectionery in 
Jeffersonville, IN. Both were in the Kentuckiana area for 
a funeral of a University of Louisville coach/friend in 
December, 2008. 

 
Here are L-R: Schimpff employee (name unknown), 
Warren Schimpff (Jan. ‘61), Ken Kortas (Aug. ‘60), Al 
MacFarlane (Jan. ‘61) and Warren‘s wife, Jill. 
Dear Jerry, 

I have information for Margit Wevang June ‘62). I 
invited Richard Vevang (Jan. ‘51) and his wife to 
the picnic at Fort DeSoto. He came late, so he 
wasn't in the picture, however he signed in, so his 
name was in the newsletter. He and I met at a Sons 
of Norway meeting in Tampa, an organization of 
which we are both members, and discovered we 
were both Taft alumni. 
He wasn't aware of the picnic until I invited him. He 
doesn't get the alumni news, so I sent him a copy of 
the letter from Margit and encouraged him to contact 
her, as well as join the alumni association. When I 
talked to him, he said that he was the one who Margit 
met in Danville, IL. I remember Margit from high 
school days, since she was only one semester ahead 
of me. Feel free to give her my address and email 
address if she wants to get in touch. 

Jeanette (Jeanie Olsen) Gilbertson 
(January 1963) 
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Dear Ms. Bloom: 
In December, a friend of mine who was also a Taft 
graduate, Bruce Wochinski (graduated in the late 
1950's or early 1960's, I think) passed away. 
Although Bruce and I graduated 20 years apart, we al 
ways talked Taft when we saw each other. I really 
enjoyed his stories. He was a proud alumni until the 
day he died. 

 
I was wondering if the Alumni Association takes 
contributions in the name of someone for the 
scholarship fund. I may have e-mailed you a few 
months ago and never heard anything back. Can you 
help or give me the name of someone who would be 
able to let me know if this is possible. Thanks so 
much. 

Laura Ryndak (1977) 
[Laura:  Thank you for your kind offer about your future 
contribution/donation to the TAA Scholarship Fund.  Bruce was 
memorialized in our Winter, 2009 issue that came out in January of 
this year.  He was from the class of June 1957 and died December 
27, 2008.  A donation in the memory of a teacher or alum of Taft is 
recorded appropriately in our records and the funds are added to 
the annual scholarship program that is awarded to several 
deserving seniors each June.  Be sure to make that notation on the 
check when you submit to TAA, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60631.  Jerry Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor] 

 
Cherished Memories of Our Sister 

By:  Marilyn (Huntman) Giese, (January '50) 
and Jeannette (Huntman) Sutfin (January '53) 

Shirley (Huntman) Taylor, June '47, died at her home 
in Holiday, Florida, July 9, 2009. Shirley was well 
known among her Taft class- 
mates and enjoyed helping 
organize class reunions. Her 
natural gift of piano playing was 
a welcome addition to every 
gathering.  
Shirley played with "Pops" 
Rapier's orchestra and band 
and "jived" with The Dukes of 
Rhythm, until the Dukes went 
on tour. In those days a girl 
was not allowed to tour with the guys, so Dick Vlasic 
took her place. Outside of school, she was a popular 
performer for many social, civic, and church groups 
and community events. 
Her interest in piano began at age five, and by the age 
of 13, she was featured soloist for the Northwest 
Symphony Youth Orchestra, playing Grieg's Concerto 
in A Minor for piano and orchestra. Later, she studied 
classical music at Elmhurst College (IL) and Chicago 
Musical College (Roosevelt University). 
Throughout her 57-year marriage to William R. Taylor, 
Jr., she was pianist for his dance orchestra and jazz 
band, The Bill Russell Orchestra, and she was a 

member of the musician's union. Her music was 
sought-after for solo and accompaniment 
performances in many professional venues. 
Shirley was the loving and devoted mother of three 
sons, Jeff, Scott, and Brad.  At the same time, she was 
a volunteer for the Elmhurst Memorial Hospital Guild, 
where she held several offices, including President. 
Her giving spirit continued into retirement, when she 
knit sweaters for refugee children around the world; led 
daily sing-alongs for senior and nursing home 
residents; and recruited professional musicians to 
perform annual free jazz concerts for the community. 
She was a church organist/pianist and introduced to 
them a meaningful "Joyful Noise" (jazz) service, which 
attracted young and old alike. 
Shirley loved music, she loved her family, she loved 
Taft High School and her friends, she loved God. Her 
vitality and joy of giving will continue to make music in 
our hearts. 

Names in the News 
Daniel Rice (June ‘53) had edited the book Reinhold 
Niebuhr Revisited: Engagement with an American 
Original. Published by Eerdmans, the book includes 
chapters on this noted Protestant theologian relating to 
theology, politics, and American culture. Contributors, 
having themselves previously published on Niebuhr, 
come from the US, Canada, Great Britain, New Zealand, 
and Israel. 

Getting Wired/Going Green! 
If you haven‘t already thought of it, please consider
helping reduce the publishing costs of this newsletter
and feel good about reducing excessive consumption
of trees, water, electricity, etc. that would be needed
if you continued to receive your newsletter via the
regular mail. 
Contact us at Website: http://www.taftalumni.org
and do it today!  You‘ll be happy you did. We will,
too!

“Godspell” at Taft 
The William Howard Taft Fall production of Godspell 
will be on November 19, 20, and 21 at 7:30 P.M., 
as well as a matinee performance on Nov. 21 at 
2:00 P.M. This ensemble-based musical will feature 
over twenty students from all grade levels acting, 
singing and dancing to a live band made up of 
students and faculty. This musical is loosely based 
off of the Gospel of Mark from the New Testament, 
but it is much more than that. It is a universal story 
about connecting to a community that teaches hope, 
friendship, and most importantly, love. This show 
will be an exciting event for all to witness! 
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Hall of Fame Inductees 
[continued from page 4] 

 
Joseph Congiusti (1967) captained the Taft Swim 
Team and was a Letterman‘s Club officer at Taft. Early 
jobs included being a 
stock boy at Paterno‘s 
Liquor Store, and after 
service, Joseph learned 
about wines and other 
liquors and became a 
“spirits specialist.” In 25 
years heading the spirits 
department at Sam‘s 
Wines and Spirits in 
Chicago, and later as 
spirits specialist for the 16 
Binny‘s Beverage Depot stores, “Joe C.” became a 
recognized authority on a variety of beverages including 
the single malt scotches. He was honored many times, 
topped off in 2003 when he was inducted as “Keeper of 
the Quaich”, his industry‘s highest honor.  A veteran of 
the Armed Services, he gave back to the community as a 
referee for high school, basketball and amateur boxing. 
He even won the Hog Calling competition at the Illinois 
State Fair in 2001. He died in 2004 after a long battle 
with cancer. 
 
Faith Schultz Krebs 
(1975) gives great credit 
to her teachers at Taft 
who helped her develop 
values and set goals, as 
mentors, coaches and 
friends while she was 
growing up. At Taft she 
was on the Student 
Council, sang in Girls 
Chorus and Mixed 
Chorus, joined Spanish 
Club and GAA, and was 
inducted into National Honor Society and Spanish NHS. 
She learned to take responsibility early, after her 
parents‘ marriage broke up, and one of her first jobs was 
at the McDonald‘s Restaurant in Harwood Heights. She 
continued to work for McDonald‘s through college 
(earning a business administration degree) and began to 
climb up their corporate ladder. Now, 36 years later, she 
holds a global position with the corporation as senior 
director of Worldwide Training, Learning and 
Development. She has done volunteer work for Ronald 
McDonald Houses in Philadelphia, New Jersey, 
Washington, DC, and the Loyola House in Maywood, Ill. 
Among awards from McDonald‘s, she has received the 
President‘s Award in 1995, Partner‘s Award in 1996 and 
Circle of Excellence Award in 2006. 

Rev. Michael Housholder (1982) and Sally Bartel 
Housholder (1983) met at Taft High School when both 
were active leaders 
and band members. 
Both attended 
Concordia College, 
and Mike attended 
Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul, MN. They 
be- came a 
successful team as 
Mike began his 
ministry in the 
Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of 
America. After 
success in re-energizing his first congregation, in Huxley, 
Iowa, Mike was appointed to a struggling church in West 
Des Moines, Iowa. When they arrived in 1993, the 
Lutheran Church of Hope had 15 members. Over the 
next 16 years, under Mike‘s leadership, it has become 
one of the country‘s fastest growing churches, with more 
than 8,000 worshippers on an average weekend. The 
current worship center seats 2,500 at a time. The 
congregation‘s food drives for the needy are legendary 
in their success. No minister can handle that level of 
growth and commitment of time and energy without 
support from home. In addition to raising their family and 
working part time, Sally has worked in the church with its 
music and children‘s programs, including the Vacation 
Bible School which served 4,200 children in 2009. 
 
 

50th Reunion 
Recountings 

By Carolyn Feare Rominski (June ‘63) The class of 
1959 had a fantastic 50Th reunion in June. We began 
with a tour of Edison and then a drive downtown to visit 
Navy Pier.  Saturday we ga- thered at the Edison Park 
Inn where many memories were shared by all.  There 
were 43 of us which in- cluded spouses and our favorite 
teacher, Mrs. Mary Jane Polka. It was agreed upon 
that we all were fortunate to have grown up in Edison 
Park with the warmth and safety of so many friends and 

family. 
Our lives were guided 
by the best and it 
showed through in the 
lives we all have lived.  
Many friend- ships 
have been renewed 
and every person there 
wants to do it again 
soon! 
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TAA Merchandise Order Form 

Qty Item Specifics Price Each Total Price 
 Windbreaker—blue nylon drawstring bottom 

printed with white TAA logo 
 

Medium Only
 

$25.00 $ 

 Baseball Cap—blue embroidered ―Taft Alumni� 
with full-color eagle 

One Size Fits
All 

 

$15.00 $ 

 Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray 
―You Can‘t Hide That Eagle Pride� 

 

---- 
 

$ 3.00 $ 

 T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo  

Medium $10.00 $ 

 T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo  

Large $10.00 $ 

 T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo  

X-Large $10.00 $ 

 T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo  

XX-Large $12.00 $ 

 T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XXX-Large $12.00 $ 
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket Medium $40.00 $ 
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket Large $40.00 $ 
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket X-Large $40.00 $ 
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket XX-Large $40.00 $ 
 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket XXX-Large $40.00 $ 
 Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year) Year: $30.00 $ 

Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00 
 

$ 

Total Remitted $ 
 

Name (please print): Grad Month/Year: 
Address: 
City/State/ZIP: Phone: ( ) 

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to: 
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

Please use a separate order form for separate addresses. 
 

Yearbooks available for purchase:  Some years are hard to keep in supply. 
All requests are on a first-come, first-serve basis. As of July 7, 2009, we have the following yearbooks: 

1954 Jan (1), 1955 (1), 1956 (1), 1958 (1), 1982 (2), 1985 (25), 1986 (48), 1987 (78), 
1990 (53), 1991 (10), 1992 (132), 1993 (4), 1994 (58), 1995 (183), 1996 (64), 1997 
(53), 1998 (153), 1999 (151), 2000 (351), 2001 (121), 2003 (76), 2004 (77), 2005 
(56), 2006 (40), 2007 (40), 2008 (40). 

 
 
 

We now have a complete set of yearbooks for our TAA archives! 
Sincere thanks to Barbara (Gromke) Stephens (class of June 
1956) and Judy (Edfeldt) Hartman (class of June 1958) for their 
generous contributions to this effort. 
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TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
APPLICATION FORM 

Name Maiden Name Month & Year Graduated 

Address (Home) City State Zip 

Address (Business) City State Zip 

Home Telephone No: (         ) E-mail Address:  

Name of Spouse Year Married: 

Number of Children: Ages: Number of Grandchildren: 

College(s) Attended, Degree(s) Earned, Year of Graduation 

 

Occupation: Other Interests: 

Other News or Information: 

 

  I am enclosing $___________ to defray newsletter cost.  
  I am enclosing $15. 00 for two-year membership.  

 I am enclosing $20. 00 for two-year Husband & Wife membership. 
 I wish to receive my newsletter via internet.     Stop mail delivery 

 Return to: Taft Alumni Association 
6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 
Chicago IL 60631 Fall  2009 

 

Alumni Association Officers 
 

President: Kay Kuciak (1963) 
Vice-Pres./Treasurer: Shirley DeWeese (1960) 
2nd Vice-President Frank Heyer (1948) 
Secretary: Judy Jacobsen (1970) 

 
Directors: 
Arlene Ware (1960) Anne Lunde (1969) 
Jeraldene Bloom (1962)  Andrew Madsen (1969) 
Tom Kuciak (1962) Rich Lindberg (1971) 
Joe Popp (1966) Paul Madsen (1971) 
Beth Charvat (1967) Faro Vitale (1971) 
Paulette English (1967)   Kevin Krieger (1973) 
Mike Hionis (1968) 

Faculty Representative: Mike Hionis (1968) 
Webmaster Kevin Krieger (1973) 
Web Editor Paulette English (1967) 
Historian: Anne Lunde (1969) 
Newsletter Staff: 

Editor - Jeraldene Bloom (1962) - (920) 743-8449 
E-mail - jerrybloom@fales.org 

Assistants: Kay / Tom Kuciak - (623) 544-0226 

Expired?!! 
Check your address label for your year of 

graduation on the upper right corner, just below the 
postal permit.  Is it correct?  Also, check the expiration 
date of your current membership with the Taft Alumni 
Association located just above your graduation date. If 
that date is close, sit down NOW and write out a check 
for $15, or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the 
same address. 

You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters 
filled with opportunities to learn about classmates, 
reunions, school events and alumni programs.  Be 
sure to use the application above to fill in the latest 
updates in your life. 

The Taft Alumni Association publishes the Taft Alumni 
Newsletter   quarterly. Send all general correspondence 
and changes of address: Taft Alumni Association, 
6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 or E-mail 
at Taftalum@cox.net 

Website:  http://www.taftalumni.org 
  Alumni E-mail Directory:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
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