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“Grease”
the Original Play
Shirley (Kalivoda) DeWeese
Check your calendar and contact
me right away. I have set up a Taft
night to see the American Theater
production of Grease as originally
written. Jim Jacobs (class of 1960)
will be there and we hope to have
the whole 120-seat theater filled
with only Taftites. The date is for the
matinee performance, Saturday,
May 21, 2011, but the deadline for
tickets is November 15, 2010. The
play opens with a 50 year reunion
and then flashes back. How appropriate is that! The artistic director,
PJ Papparelli came to our 1960
50th reunion October 9th and the
tour of Taft. He's really getting into
this. The play is already sold out
the first 2 months.

This is a Taft Alumni Association
fund raiser. Tickets are $45 each
and I must have the money no later
than November 15, 2010, CHECK
MADE OUT TO SHIRLEY DEWEESE. Be sure to give me your
phone number or email contact, in
case I need to contact you. We
have to do it this way to make it a
fund raiser. The theater can't donate the money back. Send your
check to: Shirley DeWeese, 1425
Caldwell Lane, Hoffman Estates, IL
60169. They can only put a block
on the date without payment for a
short time; that's why we need to
buy the seats now. It's a very small
theater on the Near North Side of

Chicago, and the tickets will be on a
first come-first served basis. You
will be given the name and address
of the Theater if you are among the
lucky Taftites to purchase your ticket(s) in time. GO TAFT (aka Rydell
High)!!

Class of 1960
Scholarship
Challenge Update
This is a reminder that the Scholarship Challenge for the Class of
1960 is December 31, 2010. We
anticipate the recent 1960 class
reunion will have generated additional funds for this matching grant
offer from an anonymous classmate. However, they still think
there are others who were not able
to attend the reunion that could look
back to those days and reflect on
how their lives were affected by Taft
teachers and the general environment they taught in. We ask you to
please consider adding to that fund.
Some have asked if there is a scholarship fund set up for Tom Kuciak
or Ken Carlson. No special fund
has been established. We as TAA
are always grateful to classmates,
friends or family who choose to
make donations to our scholarship
fund, in memory of a specific Taft
grad or through their reunion committees as a class gift.
The scholarship program is one of
the ways we who loved our years at
Taft can help the next generation to
appreciate the benefits of education.
TAA Board Meeting
The next TAA board meeting
will be held at Taft on
Thursday, Nov. 18, 2010 at 7:00 pm
Alumni are always welcome to attend
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Tom Meyer
Scholarship
Six years ago Tom Meyer (June
1960) passed away. Rumor has it
that the character, Danny Zuko, in
the musical GREASE was based on
Tom. Now Jim Jacobs (June
1960), the creator of the musical will
neither confirm nor deny this, but
the fact remains that Tom was a
great friend to all, carefree, colorful,
charismatic and truly unforgettable.
Unforgettable, not only to his fellow
classmates, but by all those who
knew him in his adult life.

" Meyer, Thomas Phillip... The
only mischief I regret is that
which I haven't done... FtblT" Aerie 1960
In Tom Meyer's memory, an anonymous donor has established the
Tom Meyer Scholarship with an
initial contribution of one thousand
dollars. This scholarship will go to a
deserving Taft senior nominated by
[Tom Meyer - Continued on Page 9]

Taft Class Reunions*
January 1961 Class

Class 1981

Date: September 10, 2011 (9/10/11)
Place: Wellington Banquet Hall,
Arlington Heights, IL - Other Activities TBD
Contact: Ed Gersch & Holly Nielsen Rogers
edgJan61@krzyz.com – 360-598-1860

Date: TBD
Place: TBD
Contact: Patty (Bockmann) Brummond
Plbrum2323@aol.com or
Facebook: Taft High School Class of 1981
th
30 Reunion - 2011

Class 1966
Date: July 16, 2011
Place: TBA
Contact: Linda (Kelly) Sak - lulusak@aol.com
or 847-705-9808 (Let ring 8 times for voicemail).

Class 1968
Date: See “Letters to the Editor”
Contact: Robert Clark - clark7811@msn.com

Class 1971
Date: September 17, 2011
Place: Four Points Sheraton - Chicago
Contact: Jim Lucchrse –
lucchesifamily@sbcglobal.net
or Mary Jane (Wojkiewicz) Mortensen
nutstou2@aol.com or 773-775-9853
*Check out the TAA website for updates and
more details that we can’t show here:
www.taftalumi.org.

Class 1987
Date: July 21, 2012
Place: Blues Bar, Mt. Prospect - www.blues-bar.com
Contact: Joe Bartel, Jr. - josef425@comcast.net
www.classreport.org/usa/il/chicago/ths/1987

Class 1991
Date: TBD
Place: TBD
Contact: Laura (Grundy) Keeling –
blkeeling@ameritech.net

Class 2002
Date: June, 2012 (?)
Place: Looking for committee members!!
Contact: Jessica Washington at
Jessicawash2008@yahoo.com

More Reunions!
8th Annual Reunion Picnic,
SouthEAST
Date: Saturday, March 13, 2011
Place: Ft. DeSoto Park - St. Petersburg, FL
Shelter number 14 - Noon to 3 PM
Donation: $3/person
Pot Luck (a food item to share) + BYOB
(Note: photo shoot at 2:30 pm)
Contact: Leon Kathan (if needed)
117 Monte Real Blvd. Sebring, FL 33876 or
Email - leonkathan@yahoo.com

Grade School Reunion
Oriole Park - Class 1971
Date: May 6, 2011 (to be confimed)
Place: TBD – Dino’s on Higgins? Possible school
tour—stay tuned!
Tickets: Just going to "wing it", need an RSVP.
Small fee for pizza and pop; cash bar for alcohol.
Contact: Donald Wolff, wolff617@gmail.com
or 630-989-5249
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1st Annual Reunion Picnic,
SouthWEST
Date: Sunday, February 19, 2011
Place: Pioneer Park - Mesa, AZ
Ramada #5 - 11 AM to 3 PM
Donation: Freewill offering to cover
park fees, with balance to TAA
Scholarship Fund
Pot Luck (a food item to share) + BYOB
(Note: photo shoot at 2 pm)
Contact: Paul Frizane, aztaftalumni@yahoo.com

40s, 50s, 60s Reunion Luncheon
Date: June, 2011- Casual afternoon lunch??
Place: Moretti’s – Edison Park (tentative plan)
Contact: Fran (Marino) Hughes, June 1953
bowlingbabe1@msn.com
Marlene (Fenske) Dougles, June 1953
dmarlene1717@aol.com
Or Judi (Moers) Hardman, June 1953
jfhardman@comcast.net
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Letters to the Editor
Hi,
When high school graduation is 60 years ago, it
is always nice to see a bit of news from long ago
friends. Even news as to present location or family
size is interesting. From where you retired is another
good fact. I know that personally I look for all the
news from the 50s as soon as I get the Newsletter.
Jerry and I have lived in our home in Downers
Grove for 51 years. My career was mainly in homebound and private tutoring of math. In July our family
of four with their families (all 20 of us) went on a Caribbean cruise to celebrate our 55th anniversary. Are
there any other cruisers out there?
For more than sixty years Florence Devenish,
a charter Taft Home Ec. teacher, was my very best
friend. This past May she passed away at 102
years. For the last seven years of her life she had
Alzheimer's. However, before that we had many
good times together.
From my class I still keep in touch with Betty
Harrigan Roche (June 1950). I will be watching for
news from the past.
Bernadette Gucwa Becker, June 1950
jerrynet@att.net
Dear Ms. Kuciak and Officers and directors
of Taft Alumni Association,
Next week I start classes at Northwestern University [letter date 9/18/10].
Before I started my new educational journey, I
wanted to let you know that I am very thankful and
honored to have been chosen as a scholarship
award recipient by the Taft Alumni Association. I
was especially meaningful to receive the Dr. John P.
Graven Memorial Scholarship because of all he did
for Taft. Your support is helping to make my dreams
a reality. Thank you for believing in me; enclosed
you will find my Taft Alumni Association membership
dues.
Sincerely,
Juliette Pirpiris, 2010
[Web Editor’s note: Ms. Pirpiris has become the youngest member
of the Taft Alumni Association. We proudly welcome Juliette!
Paulette English]

In And Around Taft High School
Around Taft High school, across the street is
Norwood Park. There, I played baseball for 6 years
from 10 to 16 years of age. There were many good
memories from that period in time; many fine ballplayers past through that park and Mr. Robert Friedlander ran Norwood Park Baseball. A man I admired
a lot. In Taft High I had a great history teacher, Mr.
Norman Bacall, head of the History Dept. I loved
history and his classes, Mr. Bacall made it interesting, what a terrific teacher he was. My primary reason for writing this letter was to give thanks to my
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favorite coach at Taft, my swim team coach, John L.
Swider. He was tough but fair and he played no favorites. He also was an excellent motivator. I knew
he wanted the best for us young boys at the time.
One swim meet at Von Stueben H.S. I had a 100degree temperature, I had to swim because I could
not let coach down, nor my teammates. I had good
teammates in Steve Basten (1970), Kevin Rogers
(1970), Rick Mangiameli (1971), [Howard] Greg
Goodrich (1970) and others.
After graduation in 1970 I would visit coach
Swider from time to time while he taught Drivers Ed.
It was 1980; he always greeted me with an ear-to-ear
smile. We talked some and then he said, “Pete, you
would be good enough to make this 1980 team but
not good enough to win 2 varsity letters like you did
in 1969, 1970.” And then I added, “Oh yes, I would, I
would swim the extra yards (which was 3000 yards
more) and you, Mr. Swider would have motivated me
for sure.” He let out a big laugh and hugged me. I for
sure loved you, coach Swider. You were by far the
best, along with my parents.
Pete Angelakos, 1970
Hello,
I was wondering who would be in charge of the
class reunion of 2001? Are the actual students suppose to plan it or is there some type of association
that handles this?? Thanks for your help....
Erica Lumpkins, 2001
Hi, Erica,
I love getting questions like yours, especially
from the younger alumni. I'll give you a good
news/bad news answer. The bad news is that TAA
does not organize class reunions, and to date, no
one from the Class of 2001 has announced plans for
a 10 Year Reunion. Now the good news--it's not too
late to get a reunion started yourself. We have many
resources for you to point you in the right direction.
Start with the Reunion Planning guide (see attached)
on the TAA website, then grab a few friends and start
brainstorming. Make it fun--no need to be formal
unless that's what you want. TAA will provide you
with whatever addresses we may have from your
class. To be really in touch, you should become a
member of TAA to keep up-to-date with school and
alumni activities through the quarterly newsletter.
We truly hope to hear more from you.
Paulette English, Web Editor, 1967
To TAA,
I enjoy reading about Taft alumni and have
something to add. I was a slow learner in grade
school and high school. To prove the point, I did not
begin to seriously write until I was 70 years old, but
now have authored and published my first book. "I
Remember". It is an autobiography including some of
my Taft High recollections as well as memories of
growing up in Chicago.
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One of my recollections that is not in the book
was the baseball city championship play-offs about
1949 between Steinmetz and Taft. Taft had a perfect season because of an outstanding pitcher who
we named Chop Suey Meyer. He had a sinker ball
that baffled batters because the ball would start out
looking like a waist high fast ball but would suddenly
sink to ankle level.
It was the 9th inning and it was a scoreless tie.
We got a runner to third base but our catcher was up
to bat. He was a short stocky guy who could only
waddle, rather than run, but was kept in the lineup
because he was the only catcher who could handle
the sinker ball. The coach put on the bunt sign and
the runner was half way to home base before the ball
was over the plate. It was a perfectly placed bunt
and the runner scored before the other team could
throw the ball to first base. Taft won 1 to 0. It was
the first experience we had had with biased media
reporting. The edition of the Chicago Tribune had a
headline of the event. STEINMETZ LOSES TO
TAFT. This was followed up by an account about
Steinmetz’s flawless playing up to the final inning.
We were furious about the put-down.
The book, “I Remember” is available through:
amazon.com and barnsandnoble.com
Bob Lawrenz, June 1950
Jerry,
I have received the newsletter for a number of
years now and have lost track of when my dues
come due. On my address label for the Summer
2010 issue my year of graduation is correct: June
1965. However there is no expiration date for my
membership above the graduation date. Can you
advise me as to whether my membership has already expired? Thanks in advance for your help.
Marie (Wittendorfer) Goodkin, June 1955
[Editor’s Note: Hi Marie, According to our distribution list, your
expiration date is Sept 1, 2011. So, you have one more year before it is due. In further checking, we realize all newsletters sent
out for the Summer issue were missing the dues expiration date.
That detail was something Tom Kuciak (June 1962) always took
care of. We miss him and we’ve now adjusted our responsibilities.
Hopefully, that “glitch” won’t happen again. Jbb.]

To TAA,
We spent our Summer in the Black Hills of
South Dakota… Rapid City has the Walk of Presidents with almost all of the Presidents represented
by statuary.
[Here are] pictures of the William Howard Taft
statue and plaque. The sculptor pictured Taft as a
baseball player, as a pitcher with a baseball in his
hand. He supposedly played the game and enjoyed
baseball.
Bob Munsell
June 1947
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William Howard Taft, who initiated the Presidential first
pitch at a game between the Washington Senators and
the Philadelphia Athletics in 1910.

To TAA:
I enjoyed reading the Summer 2010 edition of
the Taft Alumni Newsletter. There was a letter to the
editor from Juanita (Amado) Phillips who meets
with other June 1958 graduates every three months
for brunch. I'm wondering if she'd be interested in
submitting a photo of this group to the newsletter. I
graduated in that class, and I'd love to see the
brunch bunch picture with the names of those attending.
Joann (Tarczynski) Coover, June 1958
[Editor’s Note: We contacted Juanita to check out if she had any
photos and here following is her response. jbb]

Hi Jerry,
Thanks for the message. We do get together
nd
and will on October 22 , Friday. Each time we meet,
I ask those who are there if we should do it again
and they always say, "Yes". I will take some pictures
this time.
We did take some a couple of months ago and
asked the bus boy if he would take the pictures. He
cut off some heads, etc. so I could not send them
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on. We will try again. It is always different...some
can make it and come the next time, etc. Kind of
interesting.
It is not just for the ladies. Some of the guys
come there, also. I will really try to get some photos
for the Alumni News. It's really fun getting together,
and if we recognize each other after all these years,
it's even more fun.
Juanita Phillips, June 1958
[Editor’s note: So we look forward to some photos from Juanita’s
next gathering and will post them (hopefully) next issue. Jbb]

Dear TAA,
I enjoy reading the Newsletter! Thanks to the
staff & contributors.
My class of January 1942 enjoyed being in a
“brand-new school” in 1940. (I spent my first two
years at Schurz High School.) I met my best friends
there, Dorit Anderson and Sophie Ann Bucher.
I met and married a Michigan Law student,
Laurie W. Larson in 1948. He had served four years
in the Navy and I was a Spar in the Coast Guard for
two years. We raised five children who all attended
the U. of IL and now have ten grandchildren.

My brother Earl R. Larson class of 1947 at Taft went
on to graduate from U. of IL as an architect. He

and his wife Ruth have 6 children, 16 grandchildren
and 6 great-grandchildren.
Our families have traveled together a great deal
and now enjoy time-shares in the Ozarks every August. The picture is on the Lake of the Ozarks May
2010.
We returned to Taft a year ago and toured the
school. It’s certainly grown.
Phyllis D. Larson, January 1942
To TAA,
How about binding all the newsletters with a
plastic spiral coil, & plastic front & back cover???
I love having most of them since the beginning - all
stashed in my sunroom in an old antique cabinet!!
Appropriate!!!!
I love having a piece of narrow barn wood handing in our kitchen, with the inscription: 'the best antique is an old friend'. Amen and thanks so much.
Lynn (Hibarger) Saracco, June 1962
[Web Editor’s Note: Wow, Lynn, that's some project you've suggested. I'm not saying it couldn't be done, but going back to the
beginning, we'd need at least a 6" deep binder! What we plan to
do, at some future date, is to post all the missing newsletters online. We have a number of issues in hard copy only that must be
scanned and converted to PDF for viewing. We are pleased as
Punch, however, that you continue to treasure all the back issues
as "old friends". Paulette English]

To TAA:
January Class of
1957 luncheon…was taken at the Wildfire Restaurant, Schaumburg, Sept.
24, 2010. Pictured below,
front row (L-R): Marcelyn
nd
Haerr, Judy Olson, Bev Dilfer, Diane Klier. 2 row
(L-R): Carol Kinney, Nancy Kurfess, Betty Lou
Krieger, Jeanette Kelly, Marilyn Lane, Marilyn
Murphy, Sue Moshier. Back row (L-R): Karen Taylor, Marilyn Kating, Leo Drummer, Howard Platt,
Laurie Doyle, Ron Enck, David Taylor.

[“Letters” continued on page 9 ]
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CLASS NOTES

1940s
GLORIA (KLISCH)
REUTELL (January 1943),
lives in Bloomingdale IL,
has 6 children, 10 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren and is retired from
market research.
ELAINE (KUCERA) LOVELADY (June 1944)
lives in Niles IL, has 5
children, 5 grandchildren
and is a homemaker.
CARL READ (June 1944)
graduated from Bradley
BSME 1950, lives in Bluffton SC, has 5 children, 12
grandchildren, 10 great
grandchildren and is retired.
JUNE (STYRMOE)
CARLSON (June 1945)
lives in Chicago, has 4
children (all Taft graduates), 8 grandchildren and
is a housewife.
BESSIE (SMITH) ROGGENBUCK (June 1945)
lives in Gulf Breeze, FL,
has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren and is retired.
MARVIN MAIER (June
1947) graduated from IN
U, BSME 1951, lives in
Silverdale WA, has 3 children, 7 grandchildren and
is semi-retired from steel
sales.
EDMUND MEYER (June
1947) lives in Sarasota FL,
has 4 children, 8 grandchildren and is retired.
GLORIA (ROSENOW)
VOGEL (June 1947) lives
in Arlington Hts IL, has 4
children, 3 grandchildren
and is a housewife.
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FRANCES (KLUG)
WARNER (June 1947)
graduated from U of AZ
BA 1952, Northwestern
MA 1956, lives in Newport
Beach CA; has 2 children,
4 grandchildren, married
ROBERT (June 1944), and
is a retired teacher.
DORIS (JOHNSON)
WOLTER (June 1947)
lives in Lincoln NE, has 1
child, 5 grandchildren, 2
great grandchildren and is a
homemaker.
HENRY SANDERSON
(June 1948) lives in Chicago, has 4 children, 13
grandchildren, 2 great
grandchildren and is a retired bricklayer.
JACQUELINE INGRAM
(January 1949) graduated
from De Paul BS 194, lives
in Park Ridge IL and is a
retired Chicago school
teacher.
DONALD PELLEGRINI
(January 1949) lives in
Rolling Meadows IL, has 3
children, 5 grandchildren
and is a retired CEO.
LOIS (MOLLER) LAING
(June 1949) lives in Amelia
Island FL; has 3 children, 2
grandchildren, 1 great
grandchild and is a retired
employment supervisor.

1950s
JOHN PITT (January
1950) graduated from
Loyola BS 1961, lives in
Park Ridge IL, has 5 children, 12 grandchildren and
is a consultant, plays banjo
with the “Windy City
Jammers”.
WALT WOLF (January
1950) graduated from OR
State 1958, Santa Clara U
MBA 1970, lives in Montgomery Village WY, has 2
children, 2 grandchildren
and is semi-retired.
JOHN KOEPKE (June
1950) graduated from
Northwestern BS 1954,
lives in Mill Valley CA,
has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and is selfemployed.

ROBERT LAWRENZ
(June 1950) graduated
from U of I BS, lives in
Eden Prairie MN, has 3
children, 5 grandchildren
and is a financial planner.
RAY BLACK (January
1951) lives in Cortland IL,
has 9 children, 25 grandchildren and is a retired
plumbing contractor.
ARLETTE (FREY) HALL
(June 1951) lives in Batavia IL, has 3 children, 7
grandchildren and is retired.
ROBERT WINKELMAN
(June 1951) graduated
from Western IL BS 1956,
lives in Chicago, has 4
children, 2 grandchildren
and is retired.
ART NAUMAN (January
1952) graduated from U of
I BA 1956, lives in Sacramento CA, has 2 children,
2 grandchildren and is a
retired newspaper journalist.
KENNETH ZELL (June
1952), lives in Chicago,
has 3 children and is retired.
ALICE (TAYLOR) EDWARDS (January 1953)
married CARL (January
1953), she graduated from
North Park AA 1955, Chicago Teachers College
1961; he graduated from
Milwaukee School of Engineering, they live in Chicago, have 4 children, 2
grandchildren, Alice is a
retired teacher; Carl a construction consultant.
BOB HARSCH (January
1953) graduated from Beloit BA 1957, lives in Venice FL, has 7 children, 16
grandchildren and is a realtor.
JOAN BECKERT (June
1953) graduated from
Northwestern BA, lives in
Bluffton SC and is a retired
administrative manager.
CAROLE (GREEN) LUBECKER (June 1953)
graduated from Wright AA
1964, De Lourdes BS1977,
lives in Fox River Grove
IL, has 4 children, 11

grandchildren, 3 great
grandchildren and is a retired program manager.
PHYLLIS (RUTTKAY)
VERBRUGGHE (January
1954) graduated from
Wright AA 1956, lives in
Park Ridge IL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and
is a retired accounting
clerk.
CAROL (JOHNSON)
HECK (June 1954) lives in
Woodstock IL, has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and
is a retired executive secretary.
TOM KRACHTEN (June
1954) lives in Naples FL,
has 3 children and 8 grandchildren.
VERELLE (MURPHY)
LEATON (June 1954)
graduated from U of I BS
1958, lives in Carbondale
IL, has 4 children, 4 grandchildren and is a teacher.
RICHARD MATTICK
(June 1954, graduated from
Carnegie Mellon U 1958,
lives in Barrington IL has 2
children, 6 grandchildren
and is retired.
ROSALIE STRENG (June
1954) graduated from
Northwestern BA 1958,
MA 1962, lives in Des
Plaines IL and is a retired
German & English teacher
from Maine West.
ANITA (ANDREWS)
JOHNSON (January 1955)
lives in Salt Springs FL
and is retired.
JUDY (CARLSON) BORTA (June 1955) graduated
from Chicago Teacher’s
College BS 1961, lives in
Mt Prospect IL, has 3 children, 5 grandchildren and
is retired.
PATRICIA (DUNN)
HALL (June 1955) lives in
Huntley IL, has 3 children,
2 grandchildren and is a
retired medical assistant.
ARLENE (WANKE) TOBIASSEN (June 1955)
lives in Walnut CA, has 5
children, 15 grandchildren,
1 great grandchild and is a
retired secretary.
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CLASS NOTES
JUDITH (HERUD) NELSON (January 1956) lives
in Deerfield, IL, is retired
and volunteers at Norwood
Crossing.
TED BORN (June 1956)
graduated from Northwestern BA 1960, MA 1961, U
of AZ MS 1972, PhD
1974, lives in Centennial,
CO, has 4 children, 3
grandchildren and is an
affiliate prof. of Math at
Regis U, registered financial consultant.
BETTY (HALDEMAN)
SOLOOKI (June 1956)
graduated from Mt Sinai
Hospital RN, IN BSN
1964, MSN 1966, lives in
Ft Lauderdale, FL, has 1
child, 1 grandchild and is a
retired clinical nurse.
ROBERT JOHNSON
(January 1957) married
BARBARA (MAEDGE)
(JUNE 1959), he graduated
from MI State BS 1961, U
of SC MS 2001, they live
in Aiken, SC, have 2 children, 3 grandchildren and
both are retired.
BARBARA (SWANSON)
KLEIN (January 1957)
graduated from Northwestern RN 1960, lives in
Scottsdale AZ, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and
is a retired RN and journalist who goes on medical
missions.
RAY IDEN (January 1958)
graduated from ID State
BA 1964, lives in W. Dundee, IL, has 3 children, 7
grandchildren and is self
employed.
WILLIAM BERQUIST
(June 1958) lives in
Streamwood IL, has 3 children, 6 grandchildren and
is retired.
RON KNOLL (June 1958)
graduated from IIT SCEE
1965, lives in Algonquin
IL, has 4 children, 11
grandchildren and is a retired engineer.
TOM CROSTON (January
1959) graduated from COE
BA 1963, lives in Wheeling IL, has 1 child (who
graduated from Taft 1987)
and is retired.
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KAREN (WHITNEY)
ROGALA (January 1959)
lives in Cary, IL, has 2
children, 2 grandchildren
and is retired.
TOM WISE (January
1959) graduated from U of
I, BSEE 1972, lives in
Park Ridge, IL, has 4 children, 5 grandchildren and
is an electrical engineer.
KELSEY PETERSON
(June 1959), graduated
from U of MI 1963, U of I
MD 1967, lives in Huntington Beach, CA, has 5
children, 3 grandchildren
and is a retired orthopedic
surgeon.

1960s
FRANK BRAUN (January
1960) married CHARLOTTE (RIZZO) (January
1961) They live in Mt.
Prospect IL, have 2 children, 3 grandchildren and
Frank is a retired deputy
chief Cook County Sheriff,
now security director at
Hyatt O’Hare.
LYNDA (BILLHARDT)
HARWIG (January 1960)
graduated from U of WI
BS 1964, lives in Park
Ridge IL, has 2 children, 2
grandchildren and is a retired preschool director.
MARY (ELLIOTT)
ASCHBRENNER (June
1960) lives in Bloomington
IL, has 3 children, 4 grandchildren and works in the
jewelry department at WalMart.
STUART DUNN (June
1960) graduated from U of
I, BS 1965, DDS 1967,
lives in Deerfield, IL, has 1
child, 1 grandchild and is a
dentist.
BARB (NOON) BLITZEN
(June 1960) lives in Arlington Hts. IL, has 2 children
and 3 grandchildren.
RICHARD WEGNER
(January 1961) graduated
from Northwestern BA
1965, lives in Portland OR,
has 3 children, 9 grandchildren and is a sales
manager of wood products.

STEPHEN KONCZ (June
1961) graduated from De
Vry 1963, Choi Karate
Instr. 1980, lives in Chicago, has 2 children, 2
grandchildren, is a 2nd degree black belt, glider pilot
and retired from the Chicago Police.
BERNADETTE (BERNARD) LENTZ (June
1961) graduated from Purdue BA 1966, lives in Troy
MI, has 5 children, 6
grandchildren and is a retired teacher.
ELLEN (ISAACSON)
ARNOLD (January 1962)
graduated from U of MI
BA 1965, Duke Med 1968,
Nova EdD 1992, lives in
Swain NY, has 2 children,
5 grandchildren and is an
educational consultant and
author.
KAREN (RODEGHIER)
FRIESE (January 1962)
graduated from Northwestern RN 1965, lives in Vernon Hills IL, has 4 children, 7 grandchildren and
is an RN.
JUDITH (JOPP) WILLIAMS (January 1962),
graduated from Northern
BS 1966, lives in Pickens
SC; has 2 children, 4
grandchildren and is a real
estate developer and golf
course owner.
PAMELA (KOSTENKO)
KRAMER (June 1962)
graduated from U of I BA,
Dominican MLS, lives in
West Chicago IL and is
retired from the Du Page
Library system.
FRED MEYER (June
1962) graduated from
Southern IL BA 1967, lives
in Elk Grove IL, has 2
daughters, 5 grandchildren
and is a retired commercial
banker.
DAVID ROBERT (June
1962) married ANN
(KWERNELAND) (June
1962); he graduated from
Loyola 1974, they live in
Arlington Hts. IL, have 2
children, 1 grandchild and
are both retired.
KENNETH CARLSON
(January 1963) graduated

from U of WY BS 1967, U
of UT MBA 1978, lives in
Bethlehem PA, has 2 children and is retired from
Continental airlines , now a
pilot for Citation.
LYNN (VALTERS)
MAYS (January 1963)
graduated from Dominican
BA 1967, St Xavier MA
1995, lives in Mc Henry
IL; has 4 children, 5 grandchildren and is a retired 2nd
grade teacher.
GLORIA (POPP) MEIER
(January 1963) lives in
Covington LA and is a
licensed private investigator.
DARLENE (LEFF) POLZIN (January 1963) lives in
Huntley IL, has 3 children,
2 grandchildren and is a
retired personal banker.
KATHLEEN (SCHUMACHER) SPAETH (January 1963) lives in Algonquin, IL, has 2 children, 6
grandchildren and is a retired school secretary.
CAROL (JESSEN) ADLER (June 1963) lives in
Streamwood IL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and
is a homemaker.
EILEEN (OROSZ)
BRULLE (June 1963)
graduated from IL
Teachers BA 1966, Keller
Graduate MBA 1984, lives
in Chicago, has 4 children,
4 grandchildren and is an
accounting manager for
Central Life Sciences.
VIVIAN VILLERS (January 1964) graduated from
U of IA BA 1968, lives in
Deerfield IL and is a financial planner.
NANCY (CAIRO) LEONETTI (June 1964) lives in
North Palm Beach, FL, has
1 child, 4 grandchildren
and has oil paintings showing at 3 galleries.
LYNN (BONOWIC)
MUTTINI (June 1964)
lives in Poynette WI, has 2
children, 1 grandchild and
is a banker.
WILLIAM OTT (June
1966) graduated from De
Vry, BEET 1976, Keller
graduate MBA 1988, lives
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in Naperville IL and is a
retired technical consultant.
PAUL DAVIES (June
1967) lives in Palatine IL;
has 2 children and is a
retired narcotics police
officer, plays with Chicago
Police Emerald Society
Bagpipe Band.
ROBERT CLARK (June
1968) married JUDITH
(JOERGER) (June 1966);
he graduated from Parsons
College BS 1972, IUSC,
BS 2010, they lives in
Conyers GA, have 2 children, 3 grandchildren. He
is retired from data process-ing and she is a retired
office manager.
BOB HANSKE (June
1968) graduated from
Western IL BA 1972, MS
1981 and +30 1987, lives
in Moline IL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and
is a teacher of English &
coordinator of gifted programs.
MARK T. PETERSEN
(June 1968) graduated
from Western IL BA 1972,
MS 1974, lives in Salem
VA, has 1 child and is a
college administrator.
NOEL HABIB (1969)
graduated from US Military Academy jBS 1973,
Geo. Washington MA
1980, U of I MD 1984,
lives in Litchfield Park AZ,
has 3 children and is chief

medical officer at Gila
River Health Care.
MARY LOU (SERVEDIO) MILANO (1969)
lives in Jefferson TX, has 1
child and is a convenience
store owner living on a 70
acre ranch.
LARRY WOJCIK (1969)
lives in Palos Hills IL, has
3 children, 2 grandchildren
and is a sales manager.

1970s
KATHY (KWITEK)
MOUNTFORD (1971)
graduated from College of
Lake County AA 2003,
Roosevelt BA 2005, lives
in Lake Zurich IL, has 2
children and is a special
education teacher.
BARBARA (CARSON)
THAYER (1971) graduated from IL Wesleyan
BSN 1975, lives in Chicago and is a retired RN.
JEFFERY WEBER (1971)
lives in Chicago and is
retired from the CTA.
JAMES WISNIEWSKI
(1971) graduated from
Roosevelt 2BS’s 1976, MS
1978, lives in Buffalo
Grove, IL and is an executive director, national tax
department for Ernst &
Young LLP.
JUDY (SPARESUS) LUBINSKI (1972) graduated
from U of I BS 1975, U of
I Medical Center Pharmacy

1978, lives in Clarendon
Hills IL, has 2 children, 3
grandchildren and owns
Clarendon Pharmacy.
SHEILA (BERSTON)
CALVERT (1972) lives in
Hastings MN, has 3 children, 2 grandchildren and
works in customer service.
LEE ANN (SHELLABARGER) MURDOCH
(1972) graduated from
Western BA 1977, lives in
Racine, WI and has 2 children.
LINDA (VAN ORNUM)
ANDREWS (1973) graduated from Mundelein BA
1979, U of I MS 2006,
lives in Park Ridge, IL, has
2 children and is a social
worker.
RANDY CYGAQN (1973)
graduated from U of I BS
1977, Penn State MS 1980,
PhD 1983, lives in Albuquerque NM, has 2 children and is a geochemist.
DANIEL MASON (1973)
graduated from Riddle
Aeronautical U, BS, lives
in Schaumburg IL, has
children and is a pilot for
United Air Lines.
MICHAEL CALABRESE
(1975) graduated from
Harvard BA 1979, Stanford
MBA/JD 1984, lives in
Chevy Chase MD; has 2
children and is a police
analyst in Washington DC.

BETTY JAYKO (1975)
lives in Chicago and is an
office manager for a dental
practice.
PAMELA (NAVRODTZKE) SCHMALZER (1978)
lives in Mt Prospect IL, has
2 children and is a banking
manager.
CATHY (KLISCH)
HAINES (1979) lives in
Neillsville WI, has 5 children, 2 grandchildren and
is an owner and manager of
Strike Times Bowling Center.

1980s
PATTY (BOOKMAN)
BRUMMOND (1981) lives
in Mc Henry IL, has 2
children and is a sales
manager.

1990s
2000s
RACHAEL (BROCKMAN) LUKASZEWSKI
(2000) graduated from
Clark College, Culinary
Arts 2004 and lives in Chicago.
JULIETTE PIRPIRIS
(2010) lives in Chicago and
is attending Northwestern.
She is our 2010 Graven
Scholarship winner.

In Our Memories
Florence Devenish, Taft’s Home Economics Teacher from the 40s, 50s and 60s passed
away at age 102 in May 2010. See “Letters to the Editor” in this issue.
Harry S. Thornberg, class of June 1940, died May 30, 2010.
Mildred Antoinette “Babe” (Tess) Schalk, class of January 1943, passed away December 9, 2009. She was the wife of Howard Schalk, class of June 1943.
Charles Stannard Korbus, class of June 1945, died August 18, 2010.
Robert Huehl Borgwardt, class of June 1947, passed away January 1994.
Arthur Richard (Art) Biesenthal, class of January 1948 died July 10, 2010.
Rosemary (Martin) Weber, class of June 1948 passed away September 2010.
Janet Pauline (Fox ) Meyer, class of June 1949, died December 15, 2009 from cancer
and heart failure.
Ronald Janes Bruzan, class of June 1951, died December 7, 2006.
Marilyn Joan (Anderson) Boyle, class of January 1953, died of a stroke July 2010.
Carole Jean (Dolesh) Schulte, class of June 1954, died 1989
Roberta Jean (Zetterberg) Riemer, class of January 1957 died August 15, 2010 from
leukemia.
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Carol Ann (Johnson) Deckert, class of January 1958, died June 1, 2010.
Carol Ann (Selbig) Fusick, class of June, 1960, passed away September 24, 2010 of a heart attack. She was
wife of Kenneth Fusick, from the same class.
Lynn Elizabeth Pooley, class of June 1960 died in May 20, 2008.
Gilbert Romito, class of June 1960, died September 15, 2010
Melvin (Mel) Edward Miles, class of January 1961, passed away February 27, 2000 from kidney failure. He will
always be remembered as one of the Quiz Kids from early TV history, starting at age 6.
Kenneth James Osborne, class of June 1963, passed away after a four month battle against cancer on August
29, 2010.
Richard William Clark, class of June 1964 passed away from a heart attack in May, 2010.
John (Skip) Clark, Jr., class of 1971, passed away December, 2007.
Kirby Clark, class of 1977, passed away May, 2010.
Mary Gerster, class of 1978, died of cancer in October, 2008.
Eugene D Chapuis, class of 1981, died on July 13, 2010.
Dan Kurylo, class of 1981, and husband of Kathleen (O'Connell) Kurylo, class of 1980, died June 2, 2004.
Steve Kurylo, class of 1983, died June 4, 2009. These two brothers had congenital heart conditions.

[“Letters” continued from page 5 ]
[Editor’s note: Here’re 2 letters we thought share with you…]

Hello Wayne General of Taft Alumni.
I was referred to you by Paulette English of
TAA. We have something in common. I have suggested to Kay and Paulette that we have some kind
of informal get together of multiple classes of people
who live in Arizona or other nearby neighboring
states. Kay and Paulette are quite busy and do not
have enough time to arrange this kind of event. Sadly, many of these class reunions are very expensive… [and] many people would like to attend but
cannot…. because they are too expensive...
When I was a student at Taft I was in Miss
Felt’s Division. I graduated in June of 1967. I was in
the Taft Band and Orchestra all four years with
Teacher: Walter J. Freedman. To my knowledge
[he] is still alive. I think he is in his middle 90s. I ran
his name through www.zabasearch.com . That is a
very good free web site to try to locate people.
Paul Frizane, 1971
Hi Paul,
I, too, was in the orchestra with ‘Uncle Wally.’ I
was in the violin section for my four years and yes,
your name did sound familiar to me. What instrument did you play? About three years ago, ‘Uncle
Wally’ moved out to Scottsdale and I tried locating
him online and in the phone book but to no avail. I

was not aware of the particular computer program
that you cited in your e-mail to me.
It is good to hear that there are some fellow Taft
graduates who are interested in having a re-union
sort of get-together, irrespective of year of graduation. I became interested in doing so from my college alumni organization, Loyola University of Chicago. They organize things for their alumni in various states. Apparently there is a sizable contingent
in the sun-belt states, especially Arizona.
I share your concern regarding keeping expenses down. I forwarded the idea of a picnic in a
state park as opposed to renting a hall precisely for
that reason. Paulette suggested that the month be
considered, so as to avoid a monsoon.
Although it would be nice to get together with
graduates residing in neighboring states, my first notion is that I don’t want to plan something too gargantuan as an opening gambit. I suppose one reasonable way of beginning with this endeavor is to determine how many Taftites are Arizonans. If that number seems insufficient to have a critical mass, then
other states can be approached. What would be a
reasonable cut-off, a 500-mile radius from Phoenix?
I have my doubts about somebody from Montana
coming to Arizona for a high school picnic, although it
might be very desirable to meet that person(s)…
Wayne General, 1968
[Editor’s Note: Check out the Reunion Page for results of this
connection between Wayne and Paul – and Paulette English, Kay
Kuciak and Jerry Bloom!]

[“Tom Meyer Scholarship” - Continued from page 1]

the Taft Alumni Association scholarship committee.
In this small way, a college education will be a bit more attainable by a Taft graduate and Tom Meyer's memory will
be kept alive. If you would also like to contribute to this scholarship send your check, made out to the Taft Alumni
Association, to the association at 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 60631. Please put "Tom Meyer Scholarship Fund" on the memo line.
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Alumni in the News
A book, A Pawn of Fate,
has been written about the
life of Chet Lee, Taft class
of June 1958. It is basically
about his coming over from
China (to Chicago) in 1947,
being adopted, and then
finding his biological family
almost 40 years later. His
book is available only online
via Barnes & Noble or Amazon. More info and additional photos available on his website:
http://www,APawnOfFate.com/. He is now retired
from his position as Software Development Manager
with a major Software Vendor; and is now involved
with volunteer teaching seniors how to use a computer and adult education English as a Second Language (ESL).
Karen Kruse, class of 1976 was honored with an
extensive interview in The Edison-Norwood Times
Review (Pioneer Press), July 22, 2010. Reporter
Patrick Butler told about Karen’s journey with her
book, “A Chicago Firehouse: Stories of Wrigleyville’s
Engine 78,” published originally in 2001; it is a story
that is timeless. Check out her website at
www.achicagfirehouse.com to learn more.

Classmate Lost and Found
Are you looking for old classmates you've lost touch with? We will
help you in your search by publishing the name(s) in this newsletter. If that party responds and agrees, we’ll forward that person's
name and address to you.
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni Association c/o
Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago IL 60631 or
email us at taftalum@cox.net. The suggested donation for this
service is $5 per name.
This issue, we present the following:
“Enclosed please find my check for $15 for payment for finding
three of my best classmates. [They] were 1973 graduates: Susan Lynne Friedrich, Sue Marie Kenevan, Linda Ann Lindren
and Teri (Terrana) Dugo.”
[Editor’s Note: Taft Alum! We found Susan for her. Can you help
with the others? Contact us ASAP!!]

[Letters to the Editor – Continued from page 5]

Open Letter To The Class Of 1968
Where are our members and reunions?
I admit that I am not local in order to stay on top
of events, but my wife and I have been members of
the Alumni Association for years and there hasn't
been any news on recent gatherings or events related to our class. In contrast, my wife's class has
had a gathering every five years. This year, they
th
th
gathered for their 44 to plan for next year's 45 reunion.
Page 10

Howard Moore, class of 1990 has recently been
named the University of Illinois – Chicago basketball
head coach starting with the
2010-11 season. The UIC
staff are excited that Howard’s background and skills
will bring the Chicago U of I
Flames to a winning season.
He had a sterling career at
Taft, helping the Eagles earn
a berth in the Chicago Public
League semi-finals in 1990
and went on to become a
college recruiter and mentor before having five seasons at U. of Wisconsin – Madison to participate in
several stellar seasons there as assistant coach. He
was selected to be in the Chicago Public School Hall
of Fame in 1999. While honing his coaching skills,
he taught a Taft for a couple seasons before he went
to UIC in 1998-99 as assistant coach. This is a man
worth watching!
Cara Dunne-Yates, class of 1988 will have a fitting
memorial soon. It's been announced that Mike
Dunne will erect a statue in honor of his daughter, a
Paralympian. Cara, who died in 2004, is a member of
the Taft Alumni Hall of Fame.

We've has our share of gatherings and if I knew
about it, I was there. While I live in Georgia, I will
always take the time and make the effort to attend.
Unless I missed it, we have not had a gathering since
our 30th. We're all in our sixties now and we have to
make every effort to recall and re-establish our childhood and teenage memories/ friendships while we
can.
From afar, I will help anyone who shares this desire to organize a gathering. If this is a common
thought for you, please contact me so that we can
work together to initiate the location process. We
have to make the effort to develop a current status of
ALL of our classmates.
At the same time, we need to remember our
grade school years. While high school was a four
year journey, for some of us grade school was a
nine-year adventure. In my case, Oriole Park (class
of 1964) has special memories. Therefore, I ask that
anyone from that class specifically contact me to either organize a special gathering at the time we get
together for a Taft reunion.
Robert Clark, June 1968
485 Harris Dr., Conyers, GA 30012
clark7811@msn.com
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1970 Revisited

th

Taft’s Class of 1970 hosted a 40 reunion event
that went so well some people stayed on the
dance floor all night. The gala brought over 270
attendees to the LaGrange Country Club on
th
September 25 for a fabulous night of revelry.
Indeed, there was such an enthusiastic crowd
remaining at midnight the celebrity emcee, WLS
DJ Dick Biondi re-dimmed the lights and the celebrating continued until 1 am.
The evening was superb. The grand ballroom
was lavish. The menu specially prepared by the
Club’s master chef. The music was from the
best era of rock and roll, the 1960’s. A 130 page
Memory Book was published and personalized
with each alum’s name imprinted on the cover.
Ten former Taft teachers were individually recognized during the program. Former Taft asst.
principal Robert Goldberg spoke to the group
to express his and his colleagues’ heartfelt
thanks for being included in this outstanding celebration. Reunion organizers even planned a
huge September birthday surprise for former
Taft music instructor, JJ Stamm. A birthday
cake with his color photograph printed in edible
ink atop and ringed with candles was wheeled
out to him while 270 guests sang Happy Birthday JJ. It looked and sounded fabulous! Following Taft Assistant Principal Susan Gross’s
address to the exuberant crowd over $1700.00
was also collected for the Class of 1970 scholarship fund.

taken of classmates and friends. Tom is REGISTERED on the Taft reunion website
www.1970taftreunion.com as "Tomkilloran Photography". Click on the ADVANCED ALUMNI
SEARCH button on the reunion website. Typein his name on the blank provided and send him
an email with your request. His address and
phone number are also listed on the reunion
website.

Guests were greeted by Jeanne Hamilton
(wife of Tom Hamilton), Kristine (Kruk) Reichert, Monica (Sapa) Netkow and Debbie
(Ewanic) Allen.
There are only a dozen copies of the nostalgic
Taft Memory Book available to purchase. Log-in
to the reunion website and type-in Mike Costanzo’s name. Use his email address and tell
him to reserve one of the remaining copies ($22
ea.) of this keepsake memento.

Before a Taft backdrop are Jan (Veesenmeyer) Oswald, Lee Nega (Taft '69) and his
spouse, TAA board member Judy Jacobsen
For alums who did not attend the reunion and
want to purchase pictures taken at the reunion
bash Tom Killoran, the reunion’s professional
photographer still has available reunion photos
from the night. At this time you may still purchase the: 1) Double Photo entire class picture
(a classic). 2) DVD set of all available photographs (a great bargain). 3) Individual photos
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Hitch graduates held a mini-reunion at their
Taft 1970 40 Year Reunion. Back Row: Nancy (Kolner) Schwanz, John Montgomery, Bob
Bellini. Front Row: Carolyn (Yell) Allison,
Jan (Veesenmeyer) Oswald, Mike (Kubalewski) Kubby, John Sowinski
If you would like to make a donation to the 1970
Class Scholarship fund contact Rick Winge
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through the website www.1970taftreunion.com
(once again, click on ADVANCED ALUMNI
SEARCH and type in his name). It would be
super to reach the $2000 gift level. Many thanks
for your consideration. Finally, there is a new
TAFT MESSAGE CENTER on the Taft Class of
1970 website. Log in and surprise a classmate
or teacher with an unexpected friendly hello.
This reunion website is your portal to the entire
class of 1970, old friends, new friends, former
teachers, even Dick Biondi. LOG-IN and have
fun.
The Taft 1970 Reunion Committee

your home when you left on vacation, any more
than you would open your door wide to a total
stranger, throwing caution to the wind. So,
please, don’t tell the world on your Facebook
page when you are leaving for Paris. If someone unknown to you claims to be a long-lost
classmate in need of financial assistance, don’t
“friend” them and certainly don’t send them
money. Be selective. And remember, just like
Vegas, whatever you post on the Internet stays
on the Internet. Forever. No recalls. Not ever.
Sound scary? Not if you use your noggin.

[Editor’s Note: While we would have loved to publish many
more photos, especially of the teachers we hold in high esteem, the photos are the property of a professional photographer, and we respect his rights.]

Please visit TAA on Facebook (we hope you
“Like” us), come and have fun with us, see the
old photos, start a discussion. But above all,
let’s be careful out there!

Online Common Sense
Paulette English, Web Editor
Back in the day, kids would ring your doorbell
and run away to giggle in the bushes. Then we
received chain letters—send
$10 to the person at the top
of that list, mail copies to
seven friends and in a few
weeks you’ll be rolling in
dough. Phone calls purporting to sell tickets to the
firemen’s ball always came during the baby’s
nap or the dinner hour. And, with the advent of
email, we learned a whole new vocabulary—
spam, virus, worm, spyware—and, amazingly,
that there were hundreds of Nigerian princes
willing to make you rich for a modest “advance
fee”. Who knew?
My point, as you’ve guessed, is that with each
wave of communication innovation, we’ve become familiar with, and now protect ourselves
against their darker sides. We use caller ID,
recycle junk mail, shred documents with personal identifying information, delete email messages and attachments from unknown senders
and use antivirus software. But wait—there’s
more!
Today, we have another medium—the social
network. Facebook, My Space, Twitter and LinkedIn, to name a few, are wonderful resources
for casual and professional exchanges of news,
photos, games and communication with friends,
family and colleagues all over the world, all in
real time, all in one place. TAA is pleased to
have become a part of the Facebook network,
allowing us yet another venue to impart news to
our members and to invite non-members—
especially the younger crowd—to join us.
Using Facebook, however, comes with its own
set of cautions—common sense, really. You
wouldn’t post a “Rob Me Please!” sign outside
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For more information on this subject, please go to
http://www.commonsensemedia.org.

Committed for Life?
As many of you noticed, the summer issue of
the newsletter did not print your membership
lapse date. You should have found that oversight corrected on this issue. Please take a
second and look at that date so see when your
membership lapses.
We have begun to send out email notices prior
to each issue to give our members a gentle reminder to renew their memberships and to update the information they’d like to share with us.
One reminder brought this question from Mark
Wiklund (Class of 1973), “Do you have any lifetime memberships? I would love to sign up!?”
We answered, no, not yet, but the TAA board
will certainly entertain the idea. We like Mark‘s
enthusiasm, but we need to gauge the interest in
a lifetime membership by all members. That’s
you!
There are many ways we could go about such a
venture if we know that’s what our members
want. So, please drop us a line to send your
feedback to eagleemail@taftalumni.org, or send
us a note to the address on the last page of this
newsletter.

Getting Wired/Going Green!
If you haven’t already thought of it, please consider
helping reduce the publishing costs of this newsletter
and feel good about reducing excessive consumption
of trees, water, electricity, etc. that would be needed if
you continued to receive your newsletter via the regular mail.
Get your TAA newsletter issues online. If you’ve
already signed up, we thank you! Email us at eagleemail@taftalumni.org and do it today! You’ll be
happy you did. We will, too!
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Join the Newsletter
Name Competition!
What’s in a name? TAA Newsletter says it all… But, is it special?
We believe our publication is worthy of being
more than “just” the Alumni Association newsletter. So, the response is yours. Come up with
your idea of what you think we could be called,
making it a distinct, recognizable product. This
offer is going to all Taft alumni and current Taft
students, as well. So, the field is wide open, and
may the best name win! Deadline is March 31,
2011. Send your idea(s) to us at mail to Taft
Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60631 or simply email to eagleemail@taftalumni.org. The judging committee
and prize award is being formed as you read this
letter. But, will be in place soon. So, put your
creative thinking caps on and send us your
ideas now.

Taft Exhibit
Now on exhibit at the Noble-SeymourCrippen House (home of the Norwood Park Historical Society) is "Taft High School - Its First 65
Years." This exhibit includes photographs, news
stories and other images which tell the story of
the Taft High School including its construction
and subsequent additions, sports highlights, famous students, principals, special events and
more.
This exhibit will remain on display until midNovember 2010. It is located at 5624 N. Newark
Avenue, Chicago - just one block west of Taft. It
is open every Saturday, Noon - 4PM.
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eNewsletter Comments
Dear Jerry:
I've tried several times to follow your suggestion
and have the Taft newsletter delivered by email. I go to the Taft website, follow the
prompts, fill in the blanks with name, graduation
year, e-mail address and ZIP code, then click to
submit. But what pops up is a box labeled
"Oops. Page Not Found." Can you help?
Thanks much.
Art Nauman, February 1952
[Editor’s note: Glad you checked, Art. According to the
records I looked at, your membership has lapsed (in 2008),
so that is why you couldn't access the summer issue. If that
is incorrect, please let us know right away. Attached is a
copy of an application for renewal. I hope you can fill it
soon, out so you won't be missing anymore! jbb... Addendum from October – Art’s membership is now straightened
out and he is enjoying his newsletters once again! jbb]

To TAA Alums,
Inexplicably, some of you folks received the attached Summer newsletter and some of you did
not, despite there being a single email. So, I
sent a second email attaching the newsletter
again. If you have signed up for the eNewsletter
and still did not see an attachment, contact us
and I will respond to those individuals separately.
Paulette English, Web
Editor
Paulette,
I was one of the lucky ones who received the
original attachment after an unsuccessful attempt [of some email addresses] to receive the
last Newsletter via e-mail. This letter is fabulous. Keep up the excellent work.
Lois (Moller) Laing, June 1949
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TAA Merchandise Order Form
Qty

Item
Windbreaker—blue nylon drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”
with full-color eagle
Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray
“You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride”
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo

Specifics

Price Each

Medium Only

$25.00

One Size Fits
All

$15.00

----

$ 3.00

Medium

$10.00

$

$10.00

$

$10.00

$

Large
X-Large

Total Price
$
$
$

XX-Large
XXX-Large

$12.00

$

$12.00

$

Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket

Medium

$40.00

$

Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket

Large

$40.00

$

Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket

X-Large

$40.00

$

Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket

XX-Large

$40.00

$

$40.00

$

$30.00

$

T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo

Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket
Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year)

XXX-Large
Year:

Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00
Total

Name (please print):

Remitted

$
$

Grad Month/Year:

Address:
City/State/ZIP:

Phone: (

)

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631
Please use a separate order form for separate addresses.
Yearbooks available for purchase: Some years are hard to keep in supply.
All requests are on a first-come, first-serve basis. As of October 7, 2010, we have the
following yearbooks: 1954 Jan (1), June 1955 (1), 1966 (1), 1982 (1), 1985 (24), 1986
(48), 1987 (78), 1990 (52), 1991 (10), 1992 (132), 1993 (4), 1994 (58), 1995 (183), 1996
(64), 1997 (52), 1998 (153), 1999 (151), 2000 (351), 2001 (123), 2003 (76), 2004 (77),
2005 (56), 2006 (40), 2007 (40), 2008 (40).

Have You Expired?!!
Check your address label for your year of graduation on the upper right corner, just below the
postal permit. Is it correct? Also, check the expiration date of your current membership with the
Taft Alumni Association located just above your graduation date. Apologies for those who looked
for that date last issue. That was something Tom Kuciak (June 1962) always took care of. We
miss him and we’ve adjusted our responsibilities. Hopefully, that “glitch” won’t happen again. We
recently learned the problem may have stemmed from our printer’s handling/processing. Oops!
So, look now. If your expiration date is close, sit down NOW and write out a check for $15, or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same address.
You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled with opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school
events and alumni programs. Be sure to use the application above to share with us the latest updates of your life.
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Taft Alumni Association
Membership Application
Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the newsletter’s Class Notes.
Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership. We will not publish your address or phone number.
*First Name ( PLEASE PRINT)

* Last Name at Graduation

* Current Last Name

*Home Street Address

*City

*State

Home Phone

Email Address

*Month/Year You Graduated

Name of Spouse

Month/Year if Spouse is a Taft Grad

Number of Children

*ZIP

Year Married
Number of Grandchildren

Schools of Higher Learning, Degrees, Year of Graduation
Interests

Occupation
Other news you’d like to share

I wish to be listed in the TAA Email Directory on the TAA website www.taftalumni.org
You have three options for receiving the quarterly TAA Newsletter. Please select one of the following:
I wish to receive the newsletter by
postal service only

I wish to receive an e-newsletter by email
to defray the costs of postage

I wish to receive the newsletter by
email and by postal service

Dues are $15.00 for a two year membership or $20.00 for an alumni couple (give spouse’s name if a Taft graduate).
Enclosed is a check or money order for dues
in the amount of
$15.00
$20.00

Enclosed is a check or money order donation
in the amount of $
.00

Please mail this completed application along with your check or money order to:
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL 60631

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors
Kay (Carlson) Kuciak

1963

Anne Lunde
Frank Heyer
Rich Lindberg
Shirley (Kalivoda) DeWeese
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom

1969
1948
1971
1960
1962

Kevin Kreiger

1973

Paulette English

1967

Mike Hionis
Judy Jacobsen
Joe Popp
Andrew Madsen
Paul Madsen
William Skar
Arlene (Laufer) Ware

1968
1970
1966
1969
1971
-------1960

President, Newsletter Assistant
(623) 544-0226
1st Vice President, Historian
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director, Newsletter Editor
jerrybloom@fales.org
(920)559-7440
Director, Webmaster
webmaster@taftalumni.org
Director, Web Editor
eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Faculty Representative
Director
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Taft Alumni Newsletter
The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.
Please address general correspondence and changes to:
Taft Alumni Association
6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave
Chicago, IL 60631
or email taftalum@cox.net
Send photographs and articles for the next issue to:
Jerry Bloom
1237 N. 3rd Avenue
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
or email jerrybloom@fales.org

Submission Deadline for the Winter Issue:

December 31, 2010

eNewsletter or TAA Email Directory Signup: eagleemail@taftalumni.org

Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2010

Page 15

TAFT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
6530 W. BRYN MAWR AVE.
CHICAGO IL 60631

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit NO. 215
Des Plaines, IL

