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 Saluting Sam Ozaki as  
Friend of Basketball 
 
Sam Ozaki retired as Taft High School‘s principal in 1989, 
but he is not forgotten.  On April 30, 2011 the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Association held its annual awards 
ceremonies.  In addition to naming coaches to its Hall of 
Fame, they remembered Mr. Ozaki as a Friend of 
Basketball. 
 

―There was nobody 
like Sam Ozaki,‖ 
said Frank Hood, 
who coached Taft 
Boys Basketball and 
Girls Softball teams 
who advanced to win 
at state. That‘s high 
praise from Mr. 
Hood, whose 
winning coaching 
record won him 
kudos from his peers 
when he retired a 
few years ago. 
 
Mr. Hood said that 
Mr. Ozaki was 
always there to 
cheer on the Taft 
teams, whether at 
the local level or 
going to state to 
watch them 
compete. That kind 
of visual and moral 

support was very important to the student teams, and was 
equally appreciated by the awards committee this year. 
 
―The coaches and players are more important,‖ Mr. Ozaki 
responded.  Mr. Ozaki said, however, he was very honored 
to receive the award. ―I always supported the basketball 
team, but I always supported all the Taft teams,‖ he 
added. 

 

Taft Alumni Hall of Fame 
Nominations 
 
Lots of interest!  We‘ve already received several 
nominations for the next induction to the Taft Hall of Fame, 
scheduled for next year. Thanks to those who are 

―chomping at the bit‖ to be sure we have the info on their 
―special‖ Taft grad. 
 
As a gentle reminder, we include highlights of the article 
from last issue, to ensure you know all you need to in this 
area.  There‘s still time to send your nomination to Taft 
Alumni Association.  We are extending the nomination 
process into spring 2012, so, get going on your paperwork 
for submittal. 
 
Nominees should be Taft graduates, living or deceased, 
who exemplify the best of Taft, people we can be proud of 
holding high as our colleagues and peers. They bring 
honor to the name of Taft High School through their 
accomplishments in their careers, personal achievements, 
service to others, leadership and courage.   
 
There are a few changes to the rules.  Nominations may be 
submitted by any and all alumni, by family members or by 
Taft High School faculty – but people cannot nominate 
themselves.  Candidates can be from any class if they 
meet the criteria.  At this time, students who attend the Taft 
Academic Center in seventh and eighth grade but do not 
continue at Taft High School are not eligible.  If a couple is 
nominated, or if a nominee spent at least three years at 
Taft but did not complete a degree, the candidates will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.  
 
We have a nomination form available to download at 
www.taftalumni.org.  All materials must be mailed to Taft, 
including copies of corroborative information.  It is 
important to have the same type of data for each 
candidate, i.e., degrees, accomplishments, etc...  Work 
with your nominee, if you can, to be sure you have their 
permission and to collect correct and complete information. 
We must be able to contact the nominee (or the family if 
deceased) for them to be considered. 
 
Start now!  If you have questions or do not have access to 
the Internet, please send a written request to the Taft 
Alumni Association Hall of Fame Committee, in care of Taft 
High School and we will mail you the form or information. 

 

“Grease!” Revisited 
 
Shirley (Kalivoda) DeWeese (1960) connected with some 
students from Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire last 
spring when she was handling Taft alumni reservations for 
the Chicago showing of the ―Original Grease‖ 
performances at The American Theater.   
 
A group of students from that school got tickets to one of 
the performances.  Mindy Shore, now a senior at 

Retired Principal Sam Ozaki [Photo: Anne 
Lunde] 

http://www.taftalumni.org/
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Stevenson shared her enthusiasm by saying, ―I just wanted 
to let you know how the state History Fair went!  We all had 
a lot of fun showing off our Grease project and the judges 
loved it!  They loved how we tied our love for theatre in with 
the project. We walked away with "Superior Awards" 
meaning we scored a 90% or above on our project.‖  The 
group selects show biz subjects since they are all 
members of the school's drama club. 
 
It is fun to see that the young people can still connect with 
a story written about high school years in the 50s by Taft 
alum Jim Jacobs (1960) almost 40 years ago. 

Your Comments on the TAA 
Membership Renewal Campaign  
 

Hi, 
This is for the person who wrote the story titled ―This could 
be your last issue…TAA Newsletter‖.  You might be right 
as after you reach 82 years, there are not too many of your 
friends still around. I‘ve been reading your Newsletter but 
have not seen anyone I remember from the class of Jan. 
1947.  I remember graduation day; it was a cold, snowy  
day and evening and my dad came in from Elgin with a 
friend for the graduation and they had to drive back that 
evening. 
 
I wish my memory was better, but I do remember these 
friends from Taft [from my Jan. ‘47 class]. They were 
Lewis Kellogg, Ken Henry {Olympic medal ice skater), 
Dorothy Brewer, Arline Heen, Beverly Otters, Ingrid 
Sommer. There were two other fellows but they were not 
in our group, Art Uhl and Carl Hampe. I remember several 
of them as I was confirmed with them too. 
 
Thought I‘d drop you a line before I forget and then wait too 
long.  I send my best wishes and good health for all those 
classmates still ―alive and kicking‖ and apologize to those 
who I did not remember. 

Herb Ilker (January 1947) 
 
Dan Novak (Jan '42) called me this past August, 
questioning his lapse date on his TAA membership.  But, 
also said he wasn't too concerned, as he looked for and 
found his canceled check.  He mainly wanted to touch 
base and say THANKS for the editing I do - as he greatly 
appreciated the hard work. He said the newsletter is "an 
important touchstone to our past". 
 
He also commented on fond memories of Miss Mueller 
who chaperoned his class on their trip to Washington, 
D.C.; and another memory of his friend Gordon Hanke 
(January 1944), brother to George.  I knew George Hanke 
(June 1942), as he and his wife lived in Sturgeon Bay, WI 
for many years, and went to the same church as I did 
before he died.  I always find it fun and interesting to see 
how our Taft alum lives intertwine around the country and 
through the years.  

Jerry (Beesley) Bloom (June 1962)  
and TAA Newsletter Editor 

 
Anne Lunde (TAA Board 1

st
 VP) writes: ―[I] had a call 

today from a 1970s mom with a 2000s son, who thought 

she perhaps was paid because the label had ‗June‘ and 
her graduation year.  Not having the expiration date printed 
is difficult.  The unpaid still get confused, more so if we tell 
them to look for information not there on the last two 
newsletters they've seen.  How does this expiration date 
translate to the email only people? Where do they see their 
expiration information?‖  
 
Paulette English, our TAA Web Editor who handled this 
part of the operation said, ―I send reminders out about a 
month prior to each issue to the folks on our email list who 
are about to lapse.  This seems to work well as I often get 
‗thanks‘ for the reminder.‖  

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

To All: 
  

The 1961 Reunion Planning group met on Aug. 27, 2011 
and set a date of September 15, 2012 for the reunion, 
since our class officers are nowhere to be found.  
  

We have used Classmates.com, Reunion.com, 
MyLife.com, & the group's personal contact information to 
try to find our fellow alumni.  The Taft Alumni Assn. gave 
us a copy of their database, but there was contact 
information for less than 15% of the names listed.   If you 
have any such information, or are willing to serve as a link 
to our alumni, please let us know. Please feel free to pass 
on the email address of:  taftjun61alums@aol.com    to any 
who may be interested. 
  

To be addressed, are a near Northwest suburban location, 
menu options, costs, nostalgia / personal history / directory 
booklet, entertainment, etc. The sharing of your 
suggestions & experiences are welcome. 
  

The planning group's next meeting will be on Saturday 
Nov. 19, 2011, at a northwest suburban location to be 
determined: for lunch, discussion, planning & decision-
making.  Please consider joining with us if you can. 
  

The group as it met consisted of: 
Art Kay 
John Prochaska 
Conrad Stoll 
Lynn Syvertsen Haye 
Mary Lagenegger Bernahl 
Arlene Norman Roy 
Christine Wojtowicz Bataladen 
Mary Papciak Samborski 
Matt Mika 
Ted Pacut 
   

Prior Participants:         Volunteers: 
James Ingemanson      Doug Witt - CA 
Santo Callaci                Doret Cunis Tookey - PA 
Bob Henning                Carolyn Larsen Sperl – IL 

 
To TAA: 
I was recently going through a box of stuff in my basement 
and I came across a roll (about 200 ft) of black and white 
16 mm film. It appears to be the film I shot at Champaign at 
the 1961 State Track Finals. As I remember we went to 
Champaign with only five athletes. I was not one of them. 
We had a relay team and a shot-putter. 
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If you folks would like to have the film let me know and I 
will gift it to you. Just let me know who to mail it to. 

Rick Corrin, 1961 
[Rick, thank you so much for thinking of us as a recipient of your 

film.  If TAA does not have the proper storage for this film it's 
possible that the school or its athletic department might be happy 
to have it.  Let's see what the board’s feedback is, then we'll 
make the right decision.  Thanks, again, and if you have any 
photos, we might find a place in the newsletter and online.    
Paulette English, TAA Web Editor.] 

Hello- 
I happened upon finding a 1975 class ring with the initials 
MJL at Josten's website and looking in my yearbook, I 
found Matthew Joseph Leger to be the only person fitting 
those initials. Here's the link: 
 

 http://www.jostens.com/rings/class_rings_cp_found_rings.html 

The ring may or may not be his, as there are other Taft 
HS's in the US. Also, I believe Josten's purges their lost & 
found after a length of time, so if you could contact MJL if 
at all possible, it may be a good find. 

Regards, 
Wishing to remain anonymous 1975-er 

Dear Jerry, 
Being of Czech descent, I had always longed to see 
beautiful Prague and the Czechoslovakian countryside 
(now known as the Czech Republic).  In April, I had to call 
Bohemian National Cemetery (Foster & Pulaski) and was 
referred to Marge Stueckemann) who is actively involved in 
the Friends of the Bohemian National Cemetery 
organization.  I told her of wanting to someday make the 
trip when she suddenly mentioned she and her husband 
Dave were leaving June 9 on a three-week trip with a 
group of about 25 out of Doan College in Crete, Nebraska.  
She urged me to consider joining them.  
 

 
Dave Stueckemann (Feb 1952) and Donna (Zapp) Reusing 
(June 1960) 

 
As it turned out, we had enough Delta FF fmiles [Frequent 
Flyer Family Miles] to go first class and our passports were 
up-to-date.  The pieces just fell into place and I knew it was 
meant for us to go.  We met Marge and her husband Dave 
and became friends instantly.  After hours of talking about 
Chicago and where we lived now (they in Libertyville and 
us in Braselton, GA), you can‘t imagine the shock of 
learning both Dave and I had graduated from Taft (Dave 
[Stueckemann] in [February] 1952 and I in June 1960)!  I 

told him about the active alumni Taft had and the 
newsletter of which he was not aware.  Upon returning 
home, I sent him several old copies to enjoy.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed spending out time with our new friends 
whom we found out were making the trip for their fourth 
time. 
 
We‘re always hearing what a small world it is but, after this 
encounter in such a remote country, I truly believe it!!! 

Donna (Zapp) Reusing (June 1960) 
 
To Paulette, 
DAH!! Figured out how to access the news letter.  Would 
like to be included on the E-mail list.  

 Lizbeth Congiusti (June 1968) 
[Well, Lizbeth, I've heard of "Duh" and "Doh" but I believe you've 
just coined "Dah"!  Glad you got to the newsletters online and I'm 
more than happy to include you in the free email directory.  
Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

 
Dear Taft Alumni Association: 
We are three great friends, who try to get together each 
year in Ft. Myers, Florida.  We missed last year, but here 
we are again in 2011.  We all graduated in January 1946.  
That‘s 65 years ago.  Boy, are we getting OLD!  Thought 
we would share with you.   

Barbara (Lawton) Loeschen (January 1946) 
 

 
Carol (Kelgard) DaValle, Barbara (Lawton) Loeschen, and Rosemary 
(Brabec) Isberner [Photo: Barbara Loeschen] 

 
To TAA, 
Just noticed my name in the death section [on the TAA 
website].   However, I'm still here! 

John Schmidt - 1958 
[Hurray, John, we thought we'd lost you!  We try very hard not to 
post erroneous information but sometimes people see a name, 
and if the age fits, they make assumptions and report it to us.  We 
have restored you among the active members.  Welcome back.  
Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 
 

To TAA, 
In regards to the deceased names I have a couple 
corrections. 
 
Jackie Jochim Linehan class of '65 is very much alive. 
We've been family friends for all of our lives.  She just sent 
my Mom flowers for Mothers Day, we communicate 
regularly. 
 
Martin Gutilla, class of June '63 is also very much alive. 
His ex-sister-in-law and I are good friends.  We recently 

http://www.jostens.com/rings/class_rings_cp_found_rings.html
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had lunch and she mentiond that he entertained the family 
for the holidays. 

Ginny Sutton Evert (January 1963) 
[Ginny, thank you so much for setting the record straight.  So 
many times people see names in the obituaries and just assume 
it was a former classmate.  We try as much as we can to verify, 
but obviously, not always successfully.  We've even had some 
pranksters sending in false information as a joke.  We'll certainly 
correct our records.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

 
Greetings, 
I thought this might be a fun photo for your next Taft 
newsletter.  These girls all went to Taft, class of 1973, 
[except] two are class of 1974.  We meet every summer at 
Robin Adkins Lasnoski’s (1973) home in Escanaba 
Michigan. Thanks for your consideration and keep up the 
great job you are doing on the newsletter!! 

Mary Kay Kretch Haben (1973) 

Frank Heyer, Taft Alumni Newsletter, 
When I received my alumni newsletter for Spring 2011, I 
put it on the table where I would remember to write to you.  
That was back at the end of May or the first of June.  It‘s 
now the first week in July, so I‘m getting it done and I‘m not 
much into the computer thing.  When I started out at Taft in 
1948, I was a wise guy that knew it all.  My dad told me, 
one more time of getting booted out [at Taft], and it was off 
to either St. George in Evanson or Fenwick in Oak Park.  
Since I lived only two blocks from Taft, I could get [there] at 
7:30 am and be in school at 8:00 am (In those days it was 
more like starting at 11:00 or 12:00 and you got out at 
4:30/5:00 pm).  
 
Second year, I went out for the football team, and ran head 
long into Joe, or should I say his big foot.  He had this thing 
of where he would stand next to you, his arm around you, 
talking to you, and he could bring his foot around behind 

and kick you in the rear end.  The three years I played for 
him, I got it a lot of times, but never got in trouble in school 
again.  I never recall Joe coaching basketball at Taft.  He 
came to Taft from Lane, where he and Joe Ring would take 
turns as head coach from year to year.  I have a lot of very 
good memories of Joe and Taft football. 
 
I also noted that they had a first all-class picnic Southwest 
and are planning a second one.  That one I‘ll see about 
making. 
 
It‘s like everyone enjoys getting the newsletter and what is 
now going on at Taft.  And it seems that just about 
everyone in into computers.  Guess I need to get up with 
the times. 

Bill McCarthy, June 1952 
 

Dear Jerry,  
I am the widow of Dick Williams, graduate of Taft high 
school in 1945.  I hope I am writing to the correct person in 
charge of deaths.  Dick died June 22, 2008 of 
complications from a stroke.  I had written some one at Taft 
shortly after he died, but apparently I sent my letter to the 
wrong person, as I see that he is still on your mailing list. 
 
Dick enjoyed receiving the Taft Alumni news letter.  Please 
give me an address where I can send a contribution to your 
association. 

Thanks, Charlene Williams 
[Charlene, we're sorry for the loss of Dick.  We will post the 
information in the next newsletter and it has now been posted on 
the online Memorials page.  Thank you so much for telling us.  If 
you wish to contribute to the Taft Alumni Association in Dick's 
name, the address is: Taft Alumni Association, c/o Taft High 
School, 6530 W Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago, IL 60631.  We truly 
appreciate your thinking of us.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

Row 1: Doria Leri Lemay, Connie Lange Frett, Robin Adkins Lasnoski, Beth Stewart Martin, Mary Kay Sabino Kennedy.  Row 2: Jeanette Jummati, Diane 
Martin Johnsen, Pam Shuey Dettman, Mary Kay "Mo" Kretch Haben, Maureen Nelson Bari, Joyce Luga Selker, Peggy Suhajda Shea, Rene Carlson Ulreich, 
Linda Ross Weiss 
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Dear Taft Alumni, 
I‘ve found a 71 year old news clip from the Norwood Park 
newspaper to share with you.  As it says, I was one of eight 
Taft musicians in the ―Tophatters‖ in 1940-41.  Where and 
how are all of you now?  At age 87 I‘m still at the piano 
playing pop, jazz, and sacred music here at Falcons 
Landing in Northern Virginia where my husband Jim and I 
have lived for eight years.  It‘s an exhilarating Continuing 
Care Retirement Community for retired military officers 
and/or spouses. 
 

 
 
We‘ve been married 66 years and have three children, 
three grandchildren and two great-grans.  I‘d like to thank 
the TAA and all who work so diligently and well to produce 
the exceptional quarterly newsletter, lo, these many years.  
You deserve huge appreciation and kudos. 
 
Should anyone wish to reach me I hereby give you 
permisison to give her or him my address, phone number 
or email address. 

Louise (Soper) McCullough, June 1941 
P.S. We‘re about a 45 min. drive west of D.C. and yes, we 
felt the 8/23 earthquake.  It did no real damage where we 
live.  And, we felt like we "dodged the bullet" as [Hurricane] 
Irene didn't do much here at all. 
 
Jerry,  
It's been a few years since we made the presentation to 
the Norwood Historical Society. Just saw the Taft Summer 
2011 Alumni News Letter which Pat Schuessler Haase 
(June 1952) shares with me.  

 
Noticed Joyce Betting Pilcher (January 1950) who was a 
Twirler with the Corps and Walter Wolf (January 1950) 
who was a bugler. Could you furnish the location where 
they now reside and their E-mail addresses so we can 
include them into our Norwood website and possibly be 
able to communicate with them? Charles "Bud" Trick 
(June 1941) was in the News Letter as well as John Will 
(January 1949). Bud was one of the first members of the 
Corps and John and I were in before the 1940's. He also 
was a swimmer and played football for Taft. They also beat 
Schurz in 1948 (my school) for the 
Sectional Championship.  I also noticed Mary Lou Enger 
Krakowski (June 1942). Her brother was the Corps First 
Drum Major. He appears on the picture that Dave & I 
presented to the Historical Society a few years ago.  
 
Also, the tribute to Tom Day, a Taft Hall of Fame member 
(June 1958) was with us as we marched and played in our 
early years. My son Gerry is the Marketing Director for 
Bugles Across America (BAA). We had a fund raiser at the 
Broken Oar on the Fox in Port Barrington to help support 
BAA and our fallen Veterans. 
  
Thank you for helping us to stay in touch with old friends 
and prior Corps members.  

Wayne Mounsey (Lane grad) 
[Hello Wayne,  Normally we don't reply to this type request for 
locating classmates, except thru the service as seen in 
"Classmate - Lost and Found" as shown in this newsletter, page 
???.   If they respond to you, you have their contact.  For current 
privacy law reasons, I'm sure you understand.  Since I believe 
both are still active members of TAA, I hope they respond.   J. 
Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor] 

 
To TAA: 
Some of the classmates of the class of January 1957 had a 
luncheon at the Geneva Inn, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin on 
June 18, 2011. 
 

 
Seated: Marcelyn (Haerr) Norris, Pat (Hansen) Brown, and Diane (Klier) 
Dierks.  Standing: Sue (Moshier) Mathews, Tom Knutson, Irene (Boer) 
McInerney, Jeanette (Kelley) McEvoy, Leo Drummer, and Marilyn (Kating) 
Rowan (all from January 1957) [Photo: Leo Drummer] 

 
Anne, Kay and Paulette: 
My dues payment is in the mail.  It should arrive in your 
office August 18th.  Please let me know how to receive the 
newsletter via email.  Subsequently, I won't need a paper 
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copy mailed to me and that hopefully saves postage for the 
association. 
 
The summer newsletter was informative.  I enjoyed 
attending the GREASE! performance that was high-lighted 
in your newsletter.  I got to meet Jim Jacobs (1960) and 
during the show sat next to the organizer for the Taft 
alums, Shirley DeWeese (1960) which made the 
performance that much more memorable. 
 
Two items of mention: The newsletter did not list the class 
of 1970 41st reunion being held September 10th at the 
LaGrange Country Club.  The reunion will have taken place 
by the next newsletter's publishing.  Would you consider 
using photos of the gathering in a possible follow up story? 
 
In June the Taft Class of 1970 awarded a $2500 
scholarship to graduating senior, Aileen Nolan (2011).  
The award was presented on stage to Aileen during the 
graduation ceremony as were the Alumni scholarships.  
Aileen along with her friends and family would have 
enjoyed seeing the recognition of her achievement in Taft's 
summer newsletter.   

Mike Costanzo (1970) 
[Mike, as your above email was sent to us on August 12, 2011, 
we had no prior notice of your reunion for the summer newsletter 
issue with deadline of June 30th.  We were able to add your 
details to the TAA website and Facebook page on August 13th.   
Also, see our TAA Scholarship article, which has a mention of Ms. 
Aileen Nolan. J. Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor] 

 
Hi Paulette, 
Thanks for the reminder.  I'll dig out the last issue and send 
the update right away.  I'm just getting ready to move so 
better get that done or will get lost in the shuffle. 
 
Thanks for all that you, and all the others working on the 
Alumni group and Newsletter, do to keep us up to speed 
on each other.  Had a retreat last weekend with a bunch 
from our class, as well as one interloper from freshman 
year, at a cottage up in Michigan.  The Alumni NL was 
mentioned/referenced several times (in between hands, of 
course!).  Thanks again,  

Fred Wordell (1967) 

 

Hall of Fame Kiosk 
 
If you are visiting Taft, be sure to stop and see the Taft 
Alumni Hall of Fame members' photos and biographies 
which are now available for viewing electronically on the 
recently installed kiosk in the John Graven Learning 
Resource Center. 
 
Due to the limitations of wall space, the Hall of Fame was 
transferred to this tall black tower.  A computerized touch-
screen allows you to access each slide (also on display at 
www.taftalumni.org).  The library staff will be happy to 
assist you. 
 

 
Board Vice President Frank Heyer (1948) stands next to the new Hall of 
Fame kiosk [Photo: Anne Lunde] 

 

 
One of the inductee slides displayed on the kiosk 
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Class Reunions 
 
Class of June 1961  
Date:  October, 2012 (tentative) 
Place: TBD 
Contact: John Prochaska & Art Kay, 
TaftJune61Alums@aol.com 
 

Class of 1968 
Date: See ―Letters to the Editor‖ 
Contact: Robert Clark, clark7811@msn.com 
 

 Class of 1981 
Date: October 29, 2011 - 7 PM 
Place: Hilton - Northbrook 
Contact: Toni Hartsell 
tonihartsell@yaho.com  www.greatreunions.com 
  

Class of 1986 
Date: April 28, 2012 at  
Place: EPI's in Edison Park at 7:30 
Contacts:  Kris Koenig Svachula, Diane Kearns, Kim 
Tabaka Holmen, taft1986reunion@gmail.com 
Facebook: ―Save the date! Taft HS 1986 26 year Class 
Reunion‖ 
 

Class of 1987 
Date: July 21, 2012  
Place: Blues Bar, Mt. Prospect - www.blues-bar.com 
Contact:  Joe Bartel, Jr., josef425@comcast.net 
www.classreport.org/usa/il/chicago/ths/1987 

 
Class of 2002 
Date: June, 2012 (tentative)  
Place: Looking for committee members!!  
Contact: Jessica Washington 
Jessicawash2008@yahoo.com 
 

Wait!  There’s more… 
 
9th Annual Reunion Picnic SouthEAST       
Date: Saturday, March 10, 2012, Noon to 3 PM 
Place: Ft. DeSoto Pk, St. Petersburg, FL Shelter 14 
Donation:  $3/person 
Pot Luck: a food item to share (BYOB)  
Photo shoot: 2:30 pm 
Contact (if needed): Leon 
Kathan 
117 Monte Real Blvd., 
Sebring, FL 33876  
leonkathan@yahoo.com 
 

2nd Annual Reunion 
Picnic SouthWEST       
Date:  Spring (March?) 2012 
Place: Phoenix, AZ (soon to 
be determined) 
Contacts: Paul Frizane aztaftalumni@yahoo.com 
Paulette English eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
Kay Kuciak taftalum@cox.net  
 

Alumni in the News 
 
This bit of news came to our attention only recently, but, for 
the record, old news is still good news...   
 
In September 2005 then Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger of California filled three judicial vacancies 
in the northern part of the state. One that the governor 
appointed was Ukiah County litigator John Alan Behnke 
(June 1967) to the Mendocino Superior Court.  
 

Behnke has practiced civil and criminal law in Mendocino 
County since 1977. He heads the firm of Carter, Behnke, 
Oglesby and Bacik, where he has practiced since 1983. He 
was previously a partner for two years in the firm of 
Gaustad & Behnke, prior to which he was a Mendocino 
County deputy district attorney. He is a graduate of 
Lawrence University and McGeorge School of Law, and a 
former Peace Corps volunteer in Kandahar, Afghanistan. 
 
On June 11, 2011, Taft grads, Jill and Warren Schimpff 
celebrated the 120th anniversary of the start of their fourth 
generation family business:  Schimpff‘s Confectionery, of 
Jeffersonville, Indiana (www.schimpffs.com).  Several 
Taftites made the trip to Southern Indiana to join 1200 
other people in a grad street party. 

 
1L-R, Top:  Warren Schimpff (January 1961), Gary Olsen (June 1963), 
Wayne Schimpff (January 1959).  L-R, Bottom:  Leslee (Doubek) Lamp 
(June 1962), Jill (Wagner) Schimpff (June 1963), Barbara (Buck) 
Thompson (January 1961) 

 
And that’s a Taft Fact! 
 
Of our 1,834 currently active members, 178 still live in 
Chicago, 1,039 live in Illinois and three live in Canada. 
 
Thirty alumni have listed themselves as ―snow birds‖ so as 
to receive their newsletters no matter the season or state. 
 
Our free email directory lists 1,469 alumni.  (You do not 
need to be active to be listed, but we ask that you notify us 
if you change email addresses.) 
 

http://ssomail.charter.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=clark7811%40msn.com
mailto:tonihartsell@yaho.com
mailto:taft1986reunion@gmail.com
http://www.blues-bar.com/
mailto:josef425@comcast.net
http://ssomail.charter.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=Jessicawash2008%40yahoo.com
mailto:leonkathan@yahoo.com
mailto:aztaftalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
mailto:taftalum@cox.net
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Class Notes 

 

1940s 

JANE (GOODMAN) SEIFERT (June 1942) graduated from 
Moser Business 1943; lives in Huntley IL, has 2 children, 4 
grandchildren, 7 great grandchildren and is a business 
partner. 
RICHARD BOOS (June 1943) graduated from Northern BS 
1950, lives in Portland OR; has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is a retired teacher. 
DOROTHY (WOLF) GARRITY (June 1946) lives in Rolling 
Meadows IL; has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 8 great 
grandchildren and is retired. 
MARY (CARRIER) STEWART (June 1946) lives in Dallas 
TX; has 5 children, 16 grandchildren and is a housewife. 
LESLIE PEARSON (June 1947) graduated from Wheaton 
BA 1956, North Park Seminary M Div 1956, North 
American Baptist Seminary D Min 1985; lives in Rochester 
MN and is a retired chaplain. 
GERALD WARTON (June 1947) graduated from 
McKendree College BA 1951, Central Oregon AS 1985; 
lives in Meridian ID; has 5 children, 12 grandchildren and is 
a retired Lt. Col. USAF. 
DONALD JACKSON (June 1948) graduated from IL State 
BS 1956; lives in Ft Myers FL and Big Canoe GA, has 3 
children, 2 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren and is in 
the insurance business. 
JOE STANTON (June 1948) lives in Mc Henry IL; has 4 
children, 11 grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren and is the 
retired owner of a hobby shop. 

1950s 

KENNETH BROWN (June 1951) graduated from U of I BS 
1961, MS 1962, U of AZ MS 1975, PhD 1980; lives in 
Tucson AZ, has 6 children, 16 grandchildren and is a 
retired research scientist from the U of AZ. 
SYLVIA (SPENCER) RIELING (June 1950) graduated from 
Baker Univ. BS 1954, UMKC MS 1973; lives in Springfield 
VA, has 2 sons, 3 grandsons and is a retired elementary 
teacher. 
DONNA (HAGENDORFER) MOSER (January 1952) lives 
in Millerburg IN; has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and is a 
retired farm wife, also winters in Sarasota FL. 
MARILYN (GLAWE) SMITH (January 1953) graduated 
from Southern College BA 1956, Rollins College Med 
1974; lives in Apopka FL, has 4 children, 7 grandchildren 
and is a small business owner. 
NORTON ―BUD‖ WRISLEY (January 1953) married 
MARCIA (LIEN) (January 1953)‘ he graduated from U of 
CO BA 1957, they live in Valley Center CA, have 7 
children, 7 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren. Bud 
is a CPA, real estate consultant. 
SOPHIA (LYCOS) HAUSEN (June 1953) lives in Elk Grove 
IL; has 3 children, 8 grandchildren and is a retired bank 
executive. 
HARRY MAGEE (June 1953) married MARILYN 
(GOODELL) (January 1955); he graduated from 
Northwestern BA 1957.  They live in Elliott City MD; have 7 
children, 8 grandchildren. Marilyn is a secretary; Harry is 
branch chief for the Social Security Administration. 
BARBARA (ROESS) SIWIK (June 1953) lives in Grayslake 
IL; has 4 children, 9 grandchildren and is a retired 
reservationist. 

THOMAS WALLNER (January 1954) lives in Huntley IL; 
has 3 children, 3 grandchildren and is a retired 
lithographer. 
ROBERT CHRISTENSEN (June 1954) lives in Mt Prospect 
IL and is retired. 
GAYLE (KENNEY) DOMPKE (June 1954) graduated from 
The Art Institute BFA 1968, John Marshall JD 1984, lives in 
Lake Forest IL and is a retired assistant states attorney in 
Lake County. 
LAWRENCE GURGA (June 1954) graduated from 
Concordia BA, Northwestern MA; lives in Chicago, has 3 
children, 2 grandchildren and is a retired Chicago School 
System principal. 
KENNETH HANSEN (June 1954) graduated from 
Concordia Seminary M Div; lives in Round Lake Beach IL, 
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren and is a retired Lutheran 
Clergy. 
ALICE (MC CREARY) LUNDBERG (June 1954) lives in 
Bluffton SC; has 5 children, 6 grandchildren and is a 
housewife. 
PENNY (LEFTAKIS) WILKES (June 1954) lives in Lees 
Summit MD; has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and is retired. 
ROBERT YATES (June 1954) lives in Huntley IL; has 2 
children, 1 grandchild and is a retired electrical engineer. 
RONALD SCHOENBERG (January 1955) graduated from 
Wright AA 1960, Northwestern BS 1975; lives in Chicago, 
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren and 
is retired. 
JUDITH (KRATZENBERG) TONZ (June 1955) lives in 
Peoria AZ; has 3 children, 14 grandchildren and is retired. 
JOHN BEALL (January 1956) graduated from Clemson BS 
1960; lives in Aiken SC, has 2 children, 3 grandchildren 
and is a volunteer missionary. 
ROBERT OLESKOW (June 1956) lives in Lake City MN 
and Naples FL; has 2 children, 6 grandchildren and is a 
retired business owner. 
DIANE (GOTZ) RANIERE (June 1956) graduated from 
Elmhurst College BA; has 1 child and is retired. 
JEAN (MC COMB) CUTRERA (January 1957) graduated 
from NIU BS 1963, Benedictine BSN 1983; lives in Ft Mill 
SC, has 2 children, 1 grandchild and is a retired RN clinical 
auditor. 
AUDREY (PETERSON) HAMPTON (January 1957) lives in 
Hampton GA; has 4 children, 6 granddaughters, 2 great 
grandchildren and is retired. 
DIANA (SCHOLL) PERHAM (June 1957) lives in Chicago; 
has 3 children, 7 grandchildren and is an office manager. 
WILLIAM UHL (June 1957) lives in Kenosha WI; has 4 
children, 8 grandchildren and is retired. 
DONALD GIFFORD (January 1958) graduated from Iowa 
State BS 1963; lives in Elizabethtown KY, has 4 children, 7 
grandchildren and is a retired sales engineer. 
CLIFFORD STOLL (June 1958) graduated from Wright AA 
1960, DeVry AA 1963; lives in Columbus OH, has 2 
children, 4 grandchildren and is a retired software 
engineer. 
ELAINE (NELSON) EARL (January 1959) lives in 
Casselberry FL; has 3 children, 6 grandchildren and is 
retired. 

1960s 

SHARON (CHIZEK) SWANSON (January 1960) lives in 
Naperville IL; has 3 children and 5 grandchildren. 
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MARILYN (KRIEPKE) BLASSICK (January 1960) lives in 
Chicago; has 2 children, 7 grandchildren and is in 
accounting. 
KATHY (HEGGEN) BROWN (June 1960) graduated from 
Drake BA 1964; lives in Bloomington IL, has 1 child and is 
a teacher. 
MARILYN (STANO) GUILLEMETTE (June 1960) lives in 
Chicago; has 3 children, 7 grandchildren and is a retired 
buyer & manager from Hallmark. 
SUSAN (RICHARDSON) VOGT (June 1960) graduated 
from Bradley BA 1964, U of I Med 1968; lives in Wheaton 
IL, has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and is a retired teacher. 
NANCY (EDWARDS) MIKLASZ (June 1961) lives in Park 
Ridge IL; has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and is retired. 
JOHN PROCHASKA (June 1961) married CINDY 
(LUDTKE) (June 1964); he graduated from Northern BS 
1966, MBA 1970, CPA 1974, BIA 1975, CBA 1980, CFE 
1989. Cindy graduated from U of I BS 1968, they live in 
Park Ridge IL, have 3 children, 3 grandchildren. John is 
chief administrator & CFO at Hektoen Inst. for Medical 
Research; Cindy is a retired occupational therapist. 
JANET (CULLEN) SHEIN (June 1961) lives in Fair Play 
SC; has 6 children, 16 grandchildren, 12 great 
grandchildren and is a realtor. 
SUSAN (CRAUMER) CORRAO (June 1962) graduated 
from Northern BS 1966; lives in Barrington Hills IL, has 2 
boys and is a substitute teacher. 
ARLENE (ROLNICKI) JANKO (June 1962) lives in 
Chicago; has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and is a retired 
lab tech. 
SUSAN (HENRIKSEN) KRUM (June 1962) graduated from 
Bethany BA 1966, Kansas St MS 1970, U of KS MSW 
1994; lives in Topeka KS, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is a clinical social worker. 
FRANK MACEDON (June 1962) graduated from U of I BS 
1969; lives in West Dundee IL, has 2 children, 1 grandchild 
and is a retired electrical engineer. 
HARRY NICHOLS (June 1962) graduated from Loyola 
1969; lives in Houston TX, has 3 children, 5 grandchildren 
and is a dentist. 
DIANE (KAROWSKY) OLSON (June 1962) lives in 
Streamwood IL; has 4 children, 4 grandchildren and is in 
the fraud dept. for JP Morgan Chase. 
JEAN (KOZYRA) RUGER (June 1962) lives in Lakewood 
CO; has 3 children, 2 grandchildren and is a retired 
education consultant. 
JUDY (MERRIL) RUEGSEGGER (June 1962) graduated 
from Wheaton BA 1965; lives in Centerville OH, has 4 
children, 14 grandchildren and is a retired French teacher. 
JOSEPH SERVEDIO (June 1962) lives in Murphy NC and 
is president of Vis Com Systems & J. Zahn Co. 
DAVID PFENDER (January 1963) graduated from U of I 
BSEE 1968; lives in Clemson SC, has 2 children, 1 
grandchild and is a computer analyst/programmer. 
BARBARA MAZZUCA (June 1963) lives in Oak Park IL 
and is a legal assistant. 
KAREN (STAMBOSKI) YAROMA (June 1963) graduated 
from Lorain Community Med Asst 1985, LPN 2001; lives in 
North Ridgeville OH, has 5 children, 10 grandchildren and 
is an LPN/realtor retired. 
STEVEN BERGQUIST (January 1964) lives in Harvard IL 
and has 1 child and 1 grandchild. 
 

Class Notes 
ELINOR (LEWIS) FITZSIMMONS (January 1964) lives in 
Chicago; has 2 daughters (both Taft grads), 3 
granddaughters and is a retired dental assistant. 
WALTER LINDBERG (January 1964) graduated from NIU 
BA 1968, Suny-Albany MPA 1971; lives in Normal IL, has 2 
children, 3 grandchildren and is retired. 
PATRICIA (BAEDER) FUJI (June 1964) lives in Naperville 
IL and has 3 children and 6 grandchildren. 
BETTY (MAKIS) MOONEY (June 1964) lives in Scottsdale 
AZ and is a retired owner of a landscaping company. 
LILLIAN (NORRIS) VANCIL (June 1964) graduated from 
Western IL BA 1967, Northwestern MA 1972, U of AZ MLS 
2009; lives in Fountain Hills AZ, has 2 children and is a 
school librarian. 
MARJORIE (HOLT) CROWE (January 1965) lives in St 
Charles IL; has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and is retired. 
WAYNE HANSLIK (June 1965) graduated from U of I BA 
1970, lives in Batavia, IL and is a retired insurance 
salesman. 
JO LYNN (CLOHER) SEIFERT (June 1965) lives in West 
Dundee IL; has 2 children, 3 grandchildren and is a 
fragrance sales specialist. 
GARY ANDERSEN (June 1966) graduated from 
Northeastern BA 1977; lives in Palatine IL and a retired 
transportation dept. manager. 
BARB (DOWNING) GRANADO (June 1966) lives in 
Arlington Hts., IL; has2 children, 2 grandchildren and is a 
partner at North Shore Management, high risk property. 
RUSSELL STEPHENSON (June 1966) graduated from 
Wright AA 1968; lives in Wauconda IL, has 2 children, 2 
grandchildren and is retired. 
ILA (COX) WORTH (January 1967) graduated from Wright 
CNA; lives in Mt Prospect IL, has 3 children, 6 
grandchildren and is a RX certified tech. 
LARRY LITTLE (June 1967) lives in Arlington Hts., IL; has 
1 child, 2 grandchildren and is a retired technical writer for 
Lucent. 
SHARON (GORITZ) LUKAS (June 1967) lives in Holland 
MI; has 4 children, 8 grandchildren and is a customer 
experience program manager. 
MARY (KEMBLOWSKI) BERG (June 1968) graduated 
from St. Anne‘s, RN 1971, U of I BSN 1977, Geo 
Washington MNA 1980; lives in Frederick MD and is a 
compliance officer. 
JUDY EILKEN (1968) graduated from U of I BA 1972, MA 
1977; lives in St Louis MO, has 1 child and is a retired 
German teacher. 
FRED GARZINO (June 1968) married MARY 
(STECKIEWICZ) (June 1968); he graduated from  
Drake BA 1968, U of NC MA 1974, Northwestern MA 1980, 
De Paul JD 1998. Mary graduated from De Paul BS 1972, 
Loyola Med 1976; they live in Chicago.  Fred is an 
attorney, Mary is an educational writer. 
JOHN KNUDSON (June 1968) lives in Richmond VA and 
is a financial advisor. 
HENRY NOWAK (June 1968) graduated from Loyola BA 
1972, De Paul MS 1977; lives in Hot Springs AR and was 
retired, now a reserve deputy sheriff. 
TIM RAETZMAN (June 1968) graduated from Northeastern 
BS, Northern MA; lives in Park Ridge IL, has 2 children and 
is a retired TV producer/director. 
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Class Notes 
LINDA (ARCHAM) SEREK (June 1968) lives in Chicago 
and has 2 stepchildren.  
ROBERT KANEN (1969) graduated from Northeastern BA 
1975, BA 1974, IL School of Professional Psychology 
PsyD 1983; lives in Ridgewood NJ, has 3 children and is a 
clinical/forensic psychologist. 
ROBERT PARY (1969) graduated from Loyola BS 1973, 
MD 1971; lives in Springfield IL and is a psychiatrist and 
professor of psychiatry. 
MARCIA (JACOBSON) ROBERTSON (1969) lives in 
Blountville TN; has 3 sons, 9 grandchildren and is a payroll 
manager. 
VALERIE STEWART) SOSNOWSKI (1969) graduated 
from Ravenswood RN 1973, certified operating room 1991; 
lives in Lindenhurst IL, has 1 child, 1 grandchild and is an 
RN, director of surgical services. 

1970s 

JERRY HERREWEYERS (1970) graduated from U of I BS 
1974, MS 1982; lives in San Diego CA, has 1 child and is a 
product manager. 
JOHN MONTGOMERY (1970) graduated from IL State BS 
1974, U of WI MBA 1977, MS 1976; lives in Madison WI, 
has 2 children, retired deputy state budget director and 
now tutor in Madison schools. 
KATHLEEN (MORGAN) BENNER (1971) graduated from 
Bradley BSN 1976; lives in Highland Park IL, has 3 
children and is an RN. 
DAVID BOOTHROYD (1971) lives in Sebring FL; has 2 
girls and is a computer operator. 
MICHAEL JAKUBOWSKI (1971) graduated from U of I BS 
1975; lives in Arlington Hts., IL, has 3 children and is a 
database administrator at the Chicago Mercantile. 
JULIE (BABIARZ) LOPATOWSKI (1971) graduated from 
St Josephs BA; lives in Hinsdale IL, has 1 child and is semi 
retired. 
ALAN MARTIN (1971) graduated from U of I BS 1976, De 
Paul MBA 1987; lives in Glenview IL, has 2 children and is 
an accountant. 
RALPH GREENSLADE (1972) married KAREN 
(ESPOSITO) (1972); they both graduated from Franklin 
College BA 1976, live in Glenview IL and have 2 children. 
Ralph is a newspaper copy editor for Chicago Tribune; 
Karen is a pre- school teacher. 
WALLY SYMCAK (1972) graduated from Northwestern BA 
1975 and lives in Lake Zurich IL. 
PAUL WOZNIAK (1972) married MARY (PATON) (1972); 
he graduated from U of WI BA 1978, MA 1994; Mary 
graduated from NIU BA 1994, Concordia MA 2000, they 
live in Algonquin IL, have 10 children 8 grandchildren. Paul 
is a statistician, working on oral history of Norwood Park 
and Edison Park. Mary is a special education teacher. 
ROGER MAHNKE (1975) lives in Plainfield IL; has 5 
children, 1 grandchild and is a journeyman in 
heating/cooling. 
JOHN MATELING (1977 married KAREN (BECKER) 
(1977); John graduated from Northwestern BS 1981, Karen 
graduated from U of I BS 1981, Concordia MeD 2011, they 
live in Grayslake IL and have 4 children. John is senior 
safety specialist for Pepsico; Karen is an occupational 
therapist. 

CONNIE (TUCCI) MORAWSKI (1978) graduated from U of 
I; lives in St Charles IL, has 3 children and is a pharmacist. 
STEVEN DOMIAN (1979) married KATHY (ARDISANA) 
(1982); they live in Chicago, have 2 children and they own 
Smokey‘s BBQ on Northwest Highway. 
RICK JAYKO (1979) married GINA (ORNSTEAD) (1980); 
they live in Woodstock IL and have 2 children. Rick is a 
carpenter; Gina is a teacher. 
TIMOTHY TURBAK (1979) graduated from SIU BS 1983; 
lives in St Charles IL, has 2 girls and is a director of service 
sales. 

1980s 
KAREN (BELLUOMINI) BLANC (1981) lives in Cadiz KY 
and is retired after 23 years with the Chicago Police 
Department. 
JEANINE (LA MONICA) EVANS (1981, lives in Glen Ellyn 
IL; graduated from Northeastern 1985 and has 2 children. 
JUDY (WULFF) STENZEL (1986) lives in Niles IL, has 1 
child and is a medical assistant/phlebotomist. 
PATRICIA GUTHRIE (1988) graduated from U of I BA 
1992; lives in San Jose CA and is a support services 
manager. 

1990s 
KIMBERLY (SIERGEY) THOMA (1991) graduated from 
Elmhurst College BS 1996; lives in Arlington Hts IL, has 2 
children and is in retail merchandising/marketing.  
NATHAN ANDRESEN (1993) lives in Huntley IL, has 2 
sons and is a carpenter. 

2000s 
DANIEL WILSON (2010) lives in Chicago, is attending 
Northeastern and is a tennis instructor and chess teacher. 
[Welcome to one of our youngest members!] 

 

TAA Online 
 

Finding us online is as easy as 1-2-3: 
 

1. The Taft Alumni Association web site is full of 
information, photos and events.  Find us at 
www.taftalumni.org 

2. TAA e-newsletter: go green and read the quarterly 
newsletter online.  Postage saved will be applied to 
TAA works such as the scholarship program.  Drop us 
a line at eagleemail@taftalumni.org to begin receiving 
the newsletter electronically. 

3. TAA on Facebook: Search for ―Taft Alumni 
Association‖ and don‘t forget to ―Like‖ us.  View photos, 
post comments, find event information. 

 
[Photo courtesy: Ron Niebrugge] 

http://www.taftalumni.org/
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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In Our Memories 
 
James DelMedico, tireless Taft LSC 

member for many years and 
active Norwood Park 
community volunteer died 
August 23, 2011 after his long 
battle against cancer ended. 

Henry Leroy Belzer, class of January 

1942, is deceased, date 
unknown. 

Annette (Kahle) “Sue” Hart, class of 

January 1942, died March 17, 
2009. 

Thomas Wright, class of January 1942, died March 1, 2011. 
Charlotte (Shatto) Luecht, class of June 1942 died June 20, 

2011. 
Constance Mazie (Donegan) Cotter, class of June 1942, died 
Florence Jean (Rode) Eldrenkamp, class of January 1943, is 

deceased, date unknown. 
Loraine Edith Beck, class of June 1944, died November, 29, 

2009. She was the sister of Robert Beck, class of June 
1947. 

Richard Roy Stahl, class of January 1945 died August 15, 2011 

from COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease). 
Carolyn “Ann” (Ellis) Heil, class of June 1945 died in February, 

2011. 
Virginia (Cummins) Veit, class of June 1945, died on September 

6, 2010 after a brief illness. 
Richard Norman Williams, class of June 1945, died June 22, 

2008. 
Aileen (Pfeiffer) Nichols, class of February 1946, is deceased, 

date unknown. 
Vera Elly (Fiedler) Golden, class of February 1946, died April 

27, 2001 from breast cancer. 
Jack Walter Gray, class of June 1946 died January 27, 2010. 
Helen M. (Frye) Cichy, class of January 1947, of Round Lake, 

Illinois died January 7, 2011. 
Eve Caroline Fill, class of January 1947, who lived in Norwood 

Park her entire life, died on September 29, 2011. 
Jeanne (Halvorsen) Dost, class of June 1947 died June 26, 

2011. 
Donald Harry Engle, class of June 1947, died January 10, 2005. 
Eleanor Catherine Beck, class of June 1948, died June 4, 2006. 

She was the sister of Robert Beck, class of June 1947. 
Barbara June (Arado) Beckman, class of June 1950, died on 

August 25, 2011. 
Robert Harvey Larson, class of January 1950 died September 

10, 2011 after his 6 year battle with cancer.  He was 
retired from the Chicago Police Department and 
husband of Carol (Nordengren) Larson (January 1950). 

James Harry Ofenloch, class of January 1950, died on August 

16, 2011.  
Barbara (Sullivan) Klingenberg, class of January 1951, died 

January 27, 2011. 
John Petersen, class of June 1950 died December 30, 2010. 
Leroy “Michael” Wijas, class of June 1951 died November 16, 

2007 from surgery complications. 
Eugene Raymond Swanson, class of January 1953, died March 

1, 2010. 
Charles Edward Lindeman, class of June 1953, died May 30, 

2011 from heart disease. 
James Harold Osburn, class of June 1953, died July 6, 2010. 
Olaf Mend, class of June 1953, died on August 6, 2011. 
Marion Jean Henne, class of January 1954, died September 13, 

2011. 
Gloria Margaret (Tomberg) Steckel, class of January 1954, is 

deceased, date unknown. 

Sandra Mae (Hubenthal) Sams, class of January 1957, died 

March 28, 2011 of a heart attack. 
Joyce A. (Slown) Stark, class of June 1959, died on Monday, 

February 21, 2011. She lived in Bensenville, Illinois. 
Ernest Frank Kroeppelin, class of January 1960, of Elmhurst, 

USMC Veteran, died Sept 15, 2011.  He was the brother 
of Patricia (Kroeppelin) Nuzzo (June 1968). 

Carol (Selbig) Fusick, class of June 1960 died September 24, 

2010.  She is the wife of Kenneth Fusick (June 1960). 
Karen (Klose) Goodsmith, class of June 1960 died October 4, 

2011 from lung cancer. 
James Roger Hovinen, class of June 1962 died May 9, 2009 

from ALS, Lou Gehrig's disease. 
Mary Ann (Rice) Quinn, class of January 1965 died June 14, 

2003. 
Joan (Post) Wikary, class of January 1966, died on December 9. 

2009 
David Emil Babiarz, class of June 1966, died on September 7, 

2010. 
George T. Gaudio, class of June 1967, died July 26, 2011.  He 

was brother to Frank Gaudio and cousin of Jane Gaudio, 
both from class of June 1966. 

Roberta Zapp, class of January 1967 died November 24, 2010.  

She was the sister of Elizabeth (Zapp) Anstett (June 
1962) and Donna (Zapp) Reusing (June 1960). 

Joseph Francis Arns, class of 1968, died December 1, 2010 of 

cancer. 
Karen Joyce (Edfeldt) Susong, class of 1968, died July 14, 

2011 from complications of diabetes. 
Janet Faye Palkoner, class of June 1968 died on August 26, 

2009.  She attended De Paul University in Chicago and 
had been living in Ingleside, Illinois. 

Delio Alum, class of 1970, is deceased, date unknown. 
Joseph Paul Balzanto, class of 1970, died April 3, 2005. 
Donald Warren Bergdt, class of 1970, died January 18, 2005. 
Susan Lynn (Johnson) Berteotti, class of 1970, died July 2, 

2007. 
Linda Jane (Travis) Brackenrich, class of 1970, died in 2010. 
Gary Jerome Christoffel, class of 1970, died July 2, 2002. 
Carol Ann (Perillo) Coleman, class of 1970, died February 6, 

1980. 
Denice Jean (Jablonski) Crement, class of 1970, died May 7, 

2005. 
Anna (Rossi) Ferguson-Marcoux, class of 1970, died in 2006. 
Joyce Josephine (Moncada) Grosch, class of 1970, died 

November 6, 2005. 
Ruth Janet Grossen, class of 1970, died December 16, 2004. 
William James Hanske, class of 1970, died May 15, 2006. 
John Manthey, class of 1970, died September 7, 1996. 
Patricia Ann Mizula, class of 1970, died October 29, 2007. 
Frank Moran, class of 1970, is deceased, date unknown. 
Jeri L. (Faktor) Remenecz, class of 1970, died May 1, 1997. 
Ronald Repta, class of 1970, died in January, 1973. 
Paul Henry Rizzo, class of 1970, died January 2, 2002. 
William George Schuster, class of 1970, died November 27, 

1998. 
Mario Scotese, class of 1970, died August 1, 1978. 
Robert Keith Smelter, class of 1970, died in 1990. 
Norbert Joseph Stachura, class of 1970, died September 19, 

1998. 
Gary Raymond Sturgeon, class of 1970, died December 24, 

1975. 
Deborah Lynn (McIntyre) Vinson, class of 1970, died October 

29, 2002. 
Frank E. Weiss, class of 1970, died in 1993. 
Ward Zielinski, class of 1974 or 1975, died on July 30, 2011. He 

was the brother of Valerie (Zielinski) Stabenow (1969). 
Jeffrey Scott Thompson, Sr., class of 1982, died June 20, 2011 

in Mesquite, Texas in a tragic tractor accident. 
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“Together Again” 52 Year Reunion, Class of 1959 

 
More than 40 members and spouses of the June 1959 graduating class gathered again for a reception, a dinner and timely 
tunes on Saturday, October 1st at the Des Plaines Hilton Garden Inn.   
 
Led by class president, Larry Marsh spreading the theme "Together Again," this was the 5th consecutive year of meeting for 
this steadfast group of Taftites, which also included guests from the January 1959 and January 1960 classes.   
 
Class webmaster, Fred Allegretti, prepared CDs for attendees to keep - these included fabulous archival footage and images 
of classmates from previous reunions.   

 
On Sunday morning many stayed to enjoy a farewell breakfast buffet in the hotel's Lindbergh Room, which for this event, was 
converted into the "Taft Museum" as Anne Fear McManus had artfully displayed Taft memorabilia from more than 50 years 
ago.  According to Marsh "this location has served as our host hotel for the past four years and we look forward to extending 
that relationship into the future as we hope to meet yearly as long as our friends want to continue to reconnect and get 
'Together Again'." 
 

 
[Photo courtesy: Fred Allegretti] 

 

January 1965 Mini Reunion 

 
In an email to TAA, Bob Johnson shared the following…  
 
―A couple of months ago Bob Johnson (Jan 1965) floated 
an idea to Class President Lee Marsh, (January 1965) 
about a mini-reunion for the local residents to see the 
revival of "THE ORIGINAL GREASE".  Lee Marsh thought 
it was a good idea so plans progressed.  So...August 11, 
12 classmates gathered at Mrs. Murphy and Sons Irish 
Bistro where we enjoyed dinner before the play.  Then we 
moved on to the play (across the street).  We all had a 
great time! 
 
Most of you (ALL?) have seen the John Travolta/Olivia 
Newton-John "Sanitized" Grease Hollywood version.  This 
was the "original" Chicago (TAFT) version with lots of 
neighborhood, Chicago references.  I'd say 50 % of the 
music was not in the movie version.  If you read the review 
of the play you might note several new songs were added 

to the revival.  I trust many of the TAFT ALUMNI got to see 
the play before it closed.‖ 
 

 
Left to  Right: Ralph Keller ( June '65),  Bob Johnson,   Leslie Izban,  
Janet Billings, Marge Holt,George Hogg,    Rich LeSage,  Mary Roeske,   
Janet  Clune,   Paula Steen, Joan Johnson, Lee Marsh  Class on  January  
1965  [Photo courtesy: Bob Johnson] 
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Scholarships Honor  
Many Achievements 

 
Some of our readers this summer were curious at whether 
our Alumni Association scholarships are the only ones 
which Taft seniors receive.  
 
Absolutely not.  Taft High School‘s senior classes receive 
many scholarships from many places.  This is especially 
true in recent years as the academic performance of the 
school‘s senior classes has improved with programs such 
as the International Baccalaureate.  Many students receive 
more than one.  In tough economic times, every dollar 
helps.  We are very proud they are doing so well. 
 
The only scholarship winners for which we have enough 
details to write are the winners of our scholarships.  We 
present those, in part, so our older grads can see what 
impressive young people Taft is turning out these days.   
 
All seniors are eligible to apply for these TAA awards.  
However, not every student who is qualified to apply will 
apply for every scholarship.  
 
A handful of scholarships are presented, like ours, at 
graduation. These generally are a complete surprise to the 
recipients and to most of the faculty and staff on stage.  
The number of such presentations grows nearly every 
year, and none of these names are listed in the program in 
advance as recipients.  The only scholarships for which we 
have any details for sure are the ones we are presenting.  
Other scholarships are announced during the last few 
weeks of the school year.  Some may not be awarded soon 
enough to let anyone except the recipient know about the 
honor. 
 
The Taft Alumni Association welcomes donations from 
individuals or reunion committees for its scholarship 
program, and its scholarship committee screens 
applications for the scholarships it presents.  Our 
scholarship winners now receive a four-year membership 
to TAA. 
 
Some classes choose to donate the extra funds from their 
successful reunions to a separate scholarship, usually a 
one-time award.  If your class decides to do this 

independently, setting up 
your own competition 
and presentation, please 
remember to send in the 
information on your 
recipient if you want 
something to appear in 
our newsletter.  You will 
be the ones who have 
the correct details about 
the winners‘ 
accomplishments, and 
why you chose this 
particular honoree. 
 
The Class of 1970 
presented a $2,500 

scholarship at graduation to Aileen Nolan, who is pictured 
here. They have chosen to post the information about her 
on their class web site, but wanted to be sure that 
everyone knows how proud they are of Aileen. 
 
[Aileen‘s photo, courtesy of: Mike Costanzo (1970)] 

 

Thanks for TAA Scholarships  
 
Dear Taft Alumni Club Members, 
This comes to you very late with many regrets.  I want to 
thank you very much for the monetary award given to me 
at my graduation in 2010.  I used it to buy my books for 
Physical Therapy courses at Marquette University.  Thank 
you again for your kindness and thoughtfulness. 

Jennifer Kurotobi (2010) 
 
Dear Taft Alumni Association, 
I want to sincerely thank you for your confidence in my 
abilities, recognizing my achievement, and foremost, your 
generosity.  As the fifth child in my family, all of whom have 
or are attending college, you can well imagine my parent‘s 
financial burden.  This scholarship award will help us 
tremendously.  Furthermore, I‘m excited to have a 
complimentary membership to the alumni association.  I 
have been reading your newsletters for years as my 
brother Ryan has been a member since graduation in 
2006.  I, like all of you, am so proud to be a Taft alum; I 
look forward to contributing to its success through your 
association in the future.  In the meantime, I can assure 
you that I will make you proud.  I will devote just as much 
time and effort to my studies and educational experiences 
at the University of Illinois Champaign as I did at Taft.  If 
you so desire, I would very much like to share my progress 
with you so that you can be assured that you made the 
right choice in supporting my endeavors. 
 
I wish you all the best and again want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for your generosity.  I hope you 
have a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Megan A. Glowacz (2011) 

 

And TAA Gives Thanks 
 

We are grateful for sustained and renewed 
friendships, and for the opportunity to 
make a difference in the lives 
of our students…our 
alumni to be.  We 
wish you all a 
happy and 
safe 
holiday.
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 TAA Merchandise Order Form 

Qty Item Specifics Price Each Total Price 

  
 Windbreaker—blue nylon drawstring bottom  
 printed with white TAA logo  

Medium Only $25.00 
  $  

  
 Baseball Cap—blue embroidered ―Taft Alumni‖  
 with full-color eagle 

One Size Fits All $15.00 
  $  

  
 Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray  
 ―You Can‘t Hide That Eagle Pride‖ 

---- $  3.00 
  $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo Medium $10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
Large 

$10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
X-Large 

$10.00   $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
XX-Large $12.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XXX-Large $12.00   $  

 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket Medium $43.00   $  

 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket Large $43.00   $  

 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket X-Large $43.00   $  

 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket XX-Large $43.00   $  

 Taft Alumni Logo Fleece Jacket XXX-Large $43.00   $  

  
 Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year – check Yearbook 
 Inventory below for availability) 

Year:  $30.00 
  $  

   Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00    $ 

Total Remitted       $  

 Name (please print):  Grad Month/Year: 

 Address: 

 City/State/ZIP:  Phone:  (          ) 

Using a separate order form for separate addresses,  
send check or money order (no cash please)with completed order form to:   

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

 

Yearbook Inventory   
Some years are hard to keep in supply, so all requests are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  As of today, we have the 
following yearbooks available for purchase: 
 
(1) 1948 Jun, (1) Jan 1954, (1) Jun 1955, (1) 1959, (24) 1985, (48) 1986, (78) 1987, (52) 1990, (9) 1991, (132) 1992, (5) 1993, 
(57) 1994, (183) 1995, (65) 1996, (52) 1997, (154) 1998, (151) 1999, (351) 2000, (123) 2001, (76) 2003, (77) 2004, (56) 2005, 
(40) 2006, (40) 2007, (40) 2008   

 

Time to Renew? 
 
Thank you to all who read our plea in the last issue about keeping current with your membership.  If you receive the newsletter 
electronically, you‘ll find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have lapsed.  If you receive the newsletter 
by post, check your address label for your year of graduation on the upper right corner, just below the postal permit.  Is it 
correct?  Also, check the expiration date of your current membership with the Taft Alumni Association located just above your 
graduation date.  Apologies to those who looked for that date on the last issue.  We understand the problem may have 
stemmed from our printer‘s handling/processing.  Oops!  So, look now.   
 
If your expiration date is close, sit down NOW, complete the membership form on the next page and write out a check for $15 
or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same address.  You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled with 
opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and alumni programs.  Be sure to use the application on the 
following page to share with us the latest updates in your life. 
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Taft Alumni Association 
Membership Application 

 

Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the newsletter‘s Class Notes.    

Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership.   We will not publish your address or phone number. 

*First Name ( PLEASE PRINT) 

      

* Last Name at Graduation 

      

* Current Last Name 

      

*Home Street Address 

      

*City 

      

*State 

      

*ZIP 

      

Home Phone 

      

Email Address  

      

*Month/Year You Graduated 

      

Name of Spouse  

      

Year Married  

      

Month/Year if Spouse is a Taft Grad 

      

Number of Children 

      

Number of Grandchildren 

      

Schools of Higher Learning, Degrees, Year of Graduation 

      

Occupation 

      

Elementary School 

      

Other news you‘d like to share 

      

  I wish to be listed in the TAA Email Directory on the TAA website www.taftalumni.org 

You have three options for receiving the quarterly TAA Newsletter.  Please select one of the following: 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
postal service only 

  I wish to receive an e-newsletter by email to 
defray the costs of postage 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
email and by postal service 

Dues are $15.00 for a two year membership or $20.00 for an alumni couple (give spouse‘s name if a Taft graduate). 

Enclosed is a check or money order for dues  
in the amount of    $15.00   $20.00 

  Enclosed is a check or money order donation 

in the amount of $       .00 

Please mail this completed application along with your check or money order to: 
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL  60631 

Autumn 2011 

 
 

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors 
 

 

Taft Alumni Newsletter 

 
Kay (Carlson) Kuciak 
 
Anne Lunde 
Frank Heyer 
Rich Lindberg 
Shirley (Kalivoda) DeWeese 
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom 
 
 
Kevin Kreiger 
 
Paulette English 
 
Mike Hionis 
Judy Jacobsen 
Joe Popp 
Andrew Madsen 
Paul Madsen 
William Skar 
Arlene (Laufer) Ware 

 

1963 
 
1969 
1948 
1971 
1960 
1962 
 
 
1973 
 
1967 
 
1968 
1970 
1966 
1969 
1971 
-------- 
1960 
 

President, Newsletter Assistant 
(623) 544-0226 
1

st
 Vice President, Historian 

2
nd

 Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Director, Newsletter Editor 
jerrybloom@fales.org 
(920)559-7440 
Director, Webmaster 
webmaster@taftalumni.org 
Director, Web Editor 
eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Faculty Representative 
Director 

The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.   
 

Please address general correspondence and changes to: 
 

Taft Alumni Association 

6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave 
Chicago, IL 60631 

or email taftalum@cox.net 
 

Send photographs and articles for the next issue to: 
 

Jerry Bloom 

2600 S.E. Ocean Blvd. - Unit O-12 
Stuart, Florida 34996 

 or email jerrybloom@fales.org 

 
Submission Deadline for the Winter Issue: 

December 31, 2011 

eNewsletter or TAA Email Directory Signup:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
mailto:taftalum@cox.net
mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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