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J. J. Stamm Taft Tribute 
 By Rick Winge, class of 1970

 Taft High School is pleased to announce an exciting 
concert event to be held in the Taft High School Auditorium 
on June 1, 2013, in honor of Mr. James Stamm, one of Taft's 
many legendary teachers who inspired a generation of Taft 
students in the study of music and the performing arts. Mr. 
Stamm recently celebrated his 88th birthday at his home in 
Sarasota, Florida.  Through the support of Alumni of the Taft 
Class of 1970, the enthusiastic support of Local School  
Council, and the entire administration of Taft High School we 

are pleased to invite you to join us for this Spring 2013 Con-
cert celebration of Taft High School and one of its most influ-
ential teachers. 
        The committee organizing the event currently includes 
alumni from the class of 1970; members of the Local School 
Council; Mr. Brian Lavery, Taft Music Department Chair and 
many other interested alumni of Taft High School.  The pur-
pose of the concert is to pay tribute to, Mr. Stamm, a re-
spected and influential retired teacher from Taft High School 
and to raise needed funds through concert ticket sales, dona-
tions and other avenues to improve and enhance Taft's music 
and related academic programs. 
  The June 1st Concert will feature a musical program 
of famous Broadway songs and other popular favorites to be 
performed by the Taft High School Choir under the direction 
of Mr. Brian Lavery along with presentations from Taft's new 
Principal, Mrs. Mary Kay Cappitelli, Mr. Ted Pirpiris, Presi-
dent of the Local School Council and selected alumni from the 
50's, 60's, 70's and 80's.  Other surprise guests will be on 
hand to share their memories of "JJ" Stamm and their days at 

Taft.  It promises to be a delightful and fun evening for every-
one. 
  There is much more being planned for this wonder-
ful Tribute event and we ask all interested alumni to visit the 
Taft Tribute Concert website - www.JJStammTaftTribute.com 
and simply register your name and email address.  The spon-
sors of this brand new website will provide you with person-
alized updated concert details as they develop including how 
to purchase tickets, and the complete names of speakers and 
guests attending the event.  If you were a student of Mr. 
Stamm or just remember him from your days at Taft, please 
join us for a wonderful nostalgic celebration at Taft High 
School on Saturday June 1, 2013.  So please mark your calen-
dars, then visit the www.JJStammTaftTribute.com website 
and register your name and email address today.  It will be a 
very special event as it will bring together a generation of Taft 
alumni, current Taft students and their parents, retired and 
current Taft teachers, local school council members and a 
host of guests and friends of Taft High School.  Please register 
today.  Thank you. 

Mary Kay Cappitelli, Principal, Taft High School 
Lisa Schwieger, Member of the Local School Council and Co-

Chair of the Taft Tribute Concert Committee 
Richard Winge, Alumnus of the Class of 1970 and Co-Chair of 

the Taft Tribute Concert Committee 

 
 

Shirley DeWeese  

Scholarship Fund Created 
 

Shirley (Kalivoda) DeWeese (June 1960) was so proud 
to be an alumnus of Taft.  She showed her pride by serv-
ing on the board of the Taft Alumni Association in sever-
al different capacities over many years.  She passed 
away in February 2012.  (See article "Remembering 
Shirley DeWeese" Spring 2012 Newsletter.)   
  
In honor of Shirley's service to TAA, her love of Taft and 
her fellow classmates, a scholarship fund has been es-
tablished in her name.  The scholarship will be given to a 
future deserving senior chosen by a TAA committee. 
  
Contributions may be sent by check to Taft Alumni As-
sociation, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 60631.  
Please indicate the "Shirley DeWeese Scholarship 
Fund" on your check. 
 

http://www.jjstammtafttribute.com/
http://www.jjstammtafttribute.com/
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Class Reunions
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Class 1968 
Date: TBD (looking for committee members) 
Place: TBD 
Contact: Robert Clark - clark7811@msn.com 

 

  Wait!  There’s More… 
 

10th Annual Reunion Picnic  
SouthEAST       
Date: Saturday, March 9, 2013,  
Place: Ft. DeSoto Pk, St. Petersburg, FL Shelter 14 
Time:   11am - 3pm 
Donation:  $3 per person (+ $5/car parking fee) 
Pot Luck:  a food item to share (BYOB)  
Photo shoot:  2:30 pm 
Contact:  (if needed): Leon Kathan, 117 Monte Real Blvd., 
 Sebring, FL 33876 - leonkathan@yahoo.com 

 
3rd Annual Reunion Picnic SouthWEST       
Date:  Sunday, March 17, 2013 
Place: Mc Cormick Stillman Railroad Park, 
            7301 E Indian Bend Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 
Time:  11am - 3pm 
Photo shoot: at 2pm 
Pot Luck:  Beer permit 
       (non-glass containers) 
Donation:  $3 per person  
      Bring lawn chairs for greater comfort 
Contacts: Paul Frizane, 
aztaftalumni@yahoo.com 
     Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org  
     Kay Kuciak, taftalum@cox.net 

 
 

Giving Back 
 

 
We extend a special thank you to Mary (Carrier) Stewart, 
class of June 1946 for her generous donation of $1000 to our 
scholarship fund.  This will be awarded next spring to a de-
serving student of the 2013 graduating class. 
 

 
Mary was recently honored with 
an article in “The Dallas Morning 
News” with her story of her family 
and her grandfather’s connection 
with Cinco de Mayo.  As part of a 
large family who were severely 
affected during the Depression 
years, Mary spoke of her migrant 
worker family whose circuit went 
through Nebraska and Minnesota.  
Her humble early year had a 
strong affect on her life and now is in a position to “give 
back”.  And, we have been honored with her generosity.  
Thank you, Mary.  
 
 
 

 
Terry Kath  

Tribute Concert 
 

If you are in the Chicago area on November 9
th

 
and are a fan of the group “Chicago”, then you can’t 

miss this one!  Terry Kath, class of January 1965 was 
one of the founding members of this very talented and 
award-winning group that started in 1967 and had 

many hits in the 1970s and 1980s.  Their very distinctive 
music is still in demand. 

 
Attend the special fund-raising Terry Kath Tribute concert 
event at TAFT HIGH SCHOOL auditorium, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr 
Ave., Chicago.  Time:  7-9:30 PM.  Entrance to the auditorium 
is still on the Natoma Ave. side.   It is planned to be a memo-
rable event.  We hope you can come! 
 
Tickets are $12.00 in advance through promoter Faro Vitale 
at kingtut1953@yahoo.com or $15.00 at the door. 
 
Sponsors are:  Mather’s More Than a Café, Side Step Presby-
terian Church and Pharaoh’s Pyramid Press.

http://ssomail.charter.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=clark7811%40msn.com
mailto:leonkathan@yahoo.com
mailto:aztaftalumni@yahoo.com
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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Letters to the Editor 
   

 Dear Alum-mates, 
 I usually get my “Summer” newsletter in Sept. - 
which is okay because I also receive it on e-mail these days.  
I’m just late with this letter because of the former reason.  It 
is “caring Chicagoans” like my Taftite schoolmates who offer 
the choices, because in our rural foot of Illinois [where I now 
live], we often have computer black out. 
 Also, you made my day again as I enjoyed my news-
letter, realizing that Taftities who have some time, use that 
time to make life nicer for us with the work to make connec-
tions we get page by page. 
 Kudos to Tom Day (June 1958)!  He’s shown thru 
many actions, the best!  Also my condolences to Kay, to lose 
another Kuciak.  Kay is the best of the best! 

Barbara (Buck) Thompson, class of June 1961 
 
Hi Paulette:      
 I thought you might find this of interest. [See page 9 
about his musical/theatre scholarship program offered 
through Columbia College - Chicago] 
 Also, I am meeting with the BBC guys the end of 
Oct./beginning of Nov. in Chicago.   In fact, I have invited 
Mark Burman to attend one of our "Old Canale Boy" lunches 
that us senior delinquents have about twice a year.   He may 
actually attend and that way get to meet the "real McCoy."   
Poor guy! 

Jim Jacobs, class of June 1960 
 

Dear Jerry, 
 This October 6

th
 was the 60

th
 

reunion of the Class of January 1952.  
My brother, Earl A. Carlson II was one 
of the principle players in the organiza-
tion of that event, but unable to partic-
ipate due to his recent death on August 
17, 2012 [See “In Our Memories” sec-
tion of this issue].  After graduation, he 
earned his bachelor’s degree in metal-
lurgical science at the U of IL, Champaign and his master’s 
degree in marketing from the University of Chicago.  He loved 
singing and belongs to several choral groups as well as enjoy-
ing the duets with his wife Joyce (Nilsson) Carlson. 

Judy (Carlson) Borta, class of June 1955 
 
Hi Jerry,  
On page one in the article about Taft having split graduations 
[Summer 2012 issue], it stated June '69 was 1st, but June '67 
was the 1st!  But the bad side, for a couple of minutes I was 2 

years younger!?!?!?  Keep up the good work!!! 
Ric Olson, class of June 1967  

[Thanks for keeping us on our toes, Ric.  I will be sure to put a correc-
tion into the fall edition with you as the informant.  We appreciate 
that the alums are REALLY reading our articles! Jerry Bloom, TAA 
Newsletter Editor.  But, to keep everything in correct perspective, 
here is a more detailed explanation from Anne Lunde, TAA Historian 
and 1

st
 Vice President - “June 1969 had a split graduation night. It 

was, however, the last graduation held in the Taft building for 12th 
grade. That was the point I was making. I worked for the local news-

paper after that (summers and eventually regular staff) and kept 
track of where the graduations were. After that they were primarily 
at Arie Crown for a while, Medinah Temple, Wright College, but the 
only ones back at Taft have been the jr high academic center since it 
opened.   It is very possible that some of the earlier classes required a 
two-session graduation, and once the classes were no longer split 
between January and June but just June (so many more graduates) 
they had to make arrangements so parents could actually get two 
seats (but not three). .The entire 600 or so member class would have 
filled most of the big gym by itself. My year Taft had 2,900 students 
and three years later the enrollment was about 3,200.  The last Jan-
uary class was 1967 because we did two service award assemblies 
that year and the other service awards helper graduated in January; 
the following two years there was only one school awards assembly 
and I had to do all the service awards paperwork.”] 

 
To TAA: 
 Thank you for another great newsletter!  Even 
though I have been in Virginia for 32 years - Chicago is still my 
home and you always manage to bring a piece of it back to 
my heart with each newsletter. 
 I am heading home this Saturday to visit my family!  
Regards and best wishes for a great year! 

 Carol Lilla, class of 1966 
[Thank you, Carol, for the pat on the back.  I'm sure most of us feel 
the same way about Chicago, no matter how far we roam.  There's 
something about seeing that beautiful skyline that makes the heart 
leap.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

  

Attention TAFT Alumni Association: 
Several Classmates from the Thomas A. Edison Public School -
 graduation class of January 1961 met for a summer (2012)   
brunch at Cafe Winbiere's - Buffalo Grove.   

Top   (L-R)      Bob Johnson, Wayne Silldorf, Don Hardt, Lee 
Marsh; Seated (L-R) Barb (Anderson) Hardt, Carol (Haen) 
Herley, Alice (Lorang) Freeman.  All are Taft January 1965 
graduates.  
  
Paulette: 
Happy Labor Day.  I'm spending the Holiday Weekend in DC 
and I just went to the Vietnam Memorial Site. I went to pay 
respects to 67 classmates Spencer Goethe and Marty Huska. 
There are over 50,000 names on the memorial and [these 
two] are memorialized [on] the same line, separated by only 
one other hero. The park ranger was stunned at the coinci-
dence.  Very moving.  

Bill Blomquist, class of June 1967 
[Bill, thanks for sharing this solemn moment with us. Coincidentally, 
another of our classmates, Paul Kramer, recently inquired about 
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Taft's honoring Viet Nam veteran alumni. We will be looking into 
how the school honors all of its fallen heroes. They are currently 
identified on the TAA Memorials page online.] 

 
To:  TAFT Alumni Association 
      Just read the Spring 2012 Alumni news again.  I noted 
your posting of Taft Grads needing Identifying.  I wish 
to confirm the posting of Joan Beecroft.   I was a student of 
Mrs. Beecroft (Edison 5th/ 6th grade teacher 1957).  I al-
so attended her Memorial Service in 2001.  Yes, she passed 
away September 15, 2001.  Fortunately, many of her class of 
1957 got to meet her before her passing during a Class reun-
ion in December 2000.  I did not know her as a student at 
Taft.  

 Bob Johnson, class of January 1965  
[Thanks, Bob.  This potentially may be the same person, as the SS 
Death Index has her as born in 1931, making her a student (at Taft?) 
around 1948-1952.  So, was she a new teacher at Edison in 1957???  
Quite possible!  We'll have to continue searching.   Does anyone else 
recall her, including her maiden name in your class at Taft? She is not 
listed as a graduate under the name Beecroft in CPS records.  Jerry 
Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor] 
 

Taft Girls 73/74   
Here is a photo from a Summer Reunion In Escanaba Michi-
gan at the home of Robin Adkins Lasnoski.  

Back Row: Linda Ross Weiss (1973), Chris Paddack Polony 
(1973), Pam Wojcik Litwin (1973), Maureen Nelson Baricelli 
(1973), Rene Carlson Ulreich (1974).  Front Row: Mary Kay 
"Mo" Kretch Haben (1974), Connie Lange Frett (1973),  Rob-
in Adkins Lasnoski (1973), Doria Leri Lemay (1973).  [Sent via 
BlackBerry from Mary Kay Haben] 
 
Hi Jerry!  
 I am Diana Rhodes West from the class of June, 
1963. Hope things are going well by you these days! ;o)  
 Word is getting around that there are no plans for a 
reunion for the January/June 1963 classes. I have been in 
touch with Donald Mau from my class and we are trying to 
figure something out.  

 I live near Galena, Illinois which is almost like a sub-
urb of Chicago! Everyone from Chicago visits or moves to Ga-
lena! We lived there for quite a few years.  
 We are interested in checking out some places here 
in Galena for a possible reunion since we live close and we 
are friends with many of the owners of restaurants, resorts, 
and pubs.   I know it would be a drive from Chicago to come 
out, but we drove to Chicago, so we didn't think people 
would mind too much if we found a really cool deal out this 
way. It's a beautiful drive out here and a beautiful area.  
 Donald had said that you could give me some infor-
mation about what to do to begin pursuing this idea. Could 
you email me back and let me know? I know it's a pretty big 
undertaking, but I sure don't want us to miss our 50th reun-
ion!  
We may be able to work out a neat place that is fairly casual 
and hopefully....somewhat cheap! We have lots of accommo-
dations for those that would want to stay overnight. Cool 
places out this way! (My husband was management for 4 
years at Eagle Ridge Inn and Resort - Just one place we might 
look into).  Ideas and suggestions are welcome Jerry!   Wait-
ing to hear and thanks so much!  

Diana (Rhodes) West, class of June 1963 
[We can't make any suggestions about a venue but you can send her 
the guidelines we have on our website and I'll be happy to provide a 
current mailing list for 1963. Paulette English, Web Editor] 
 

Here are two United Airlines International Flight attendants 
at Narita International Airport in Japan.  Connie Lage Frett 
(left) is from the class of June 1973 and Jacquie Luga Philbin 
(right) is from the class of January 1967.  Jacquie retired this 
summer after 40 years of flying. 
 

Greetings, 
  I am contacting you for two reasons.   I looked at 
your website and was going to join, but perhaps found the 
wrong page - something funny about a black hole and cyber-
space -- I will continue to search so I can join. 
  In Memoriam - My mother Lucille Carucci Kiessling 
(who I believe was not listed, unless I have the incorrect 
graduation date) graduated 1942, died in August of 1997 of 
lung cancer. 
 I too went to Taft - art was my focus - studied with 
Martha Prikopa. Attached is a press release about work I 
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am currently doing - thought the alumni newsletter may be 
interested (my website is below for anyone interested) - 
will go back and find the paperwork to join. 

Jennie Kiessling, class of 1980 
www.outofthestudio.wordpress.com 

[Jennie, we're sorry for the loss of your mother, Lucille.  We will post 
the information in the newsletter and on the online Memorials page. 
We would love to see you become a member of the Taft Alumni As-
sociation.  I'm sending a membership form for your convenience.  At 
present we cannot take online applications (which may be why you 
found that peculiar black page).  We'll look forward to hearing from 
you. Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

Paulette:  
 I visited [Taft] some time in the 80's; not much had 
changed. Near the south doors was a glassed framed memo-
rial to those men who died in WW2.  My Mother was very 
active in the PTA and their group had put it up.  She was with 
me [then]; had tears!  Also, they had purchased the assembly 
hall window drapes in late 30s (by our visit, they were in very 
bad condition).  I have all my grade class pics.  I had the kin-
dergarten one (1935) reproduced and I framed it and the 
principal hung it the office!  It was 1985 - 50 yrs when we 
were there.  Also I have 2 pics of the PTA members "shows".  
One is blackface Minstrel... can you imagine?    
 I am former wife of George W. Shearer, Jr. (June 
1946) and recently widowed wife of Richard Stahl (Jan 1945) 
who is listed.  I did not attend Taft but did graduate from 
Prussing G.S. plus I knew many of Pop Rapier’s musicians, so 
have enjoyed reading your Newsletter.  One of the 2 guys left 
from the 44/45 band days knows of the others who are gone. 
I'll ask him for info for your Memorial List.  Again, thank you 
for the Newsletter.  We always read it cover to cover.  We 
were married 55 years.  

       June Stahl  
[June, we're sorry for the loss of both Richard and George. We will 
post the information on George (with your corrected date of January, 
1973) in the newsletter and on the online Memorials page.  Thank 
you so much for telling us.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor.  p.s. I 
am a 1963 graduate of Prussing.] 
 

Hi Jerry,  
 This is another Taft "First" story about how the Taft 
Tribune was created. When the doors opened in September 
1939 the students who opted for the Journalism class were in 
for a pleasant surprise. The teacher was Mr. Colodny who 
taught with an informal and loose style that was very refresh-
ing and interesting. On the first day he announced that the 
class was going to create and publish a school newspaper. We 
were to write down suggestions as to style and content and 
what each of us would like to contribute.  
 I was charged with doing a column called Penstabs, 
full of silly musings and tidbits of school happenings. Several 
other columns were created and general news and sports was 
everyone’s responsibility. We also contributed to the selec-
tion of the paper's name, the school colors and the Eagle 
symbol. The entire class became reporters.  Dick Wessel 
(June 1940) was chosen as editor and what a job he did.  It 
was like he was born to the task. It isn't often that kids set a 
life’s goal while still in school.  Dick told me once that his am-

bition was to own a newspaper.  Dick surpassed that dream a 
few years later.  He became the owner of the Des Plaines 
Journal and 16 other papers that covered the North and 
Northwest suburbs. Dick passed away a few years ago. Alive 
today, he would be a shoo-in for Taft Hall of Fame member-
ship. 
 The year passed quickly and without experience in 
Year Book preparation, the school decided to bind copies of 
the Tribune in a hard cover to serve as the first year book. I 
still have mine and it makes for good nostalgic reading on 
occasion.  

Frank Zemaitis, class of June 1940  
[Sorry, Frank.  This letter was misfiled and found in “old” records 
from 2008! But, it is still a great story to share. Since this letter was 
written, we have amended the guidelines or “rules” for the Hall of 
Fame requirements to now allow deceased graduates to be able to 
be nominated.  Jerry Bloom, TAA Newsletter Editor]   

 

To TAA, 
 A gathering of “old Taftites” met at the Jamieson’s 
Restaurant in Glenview, IL in August 2012.  We all sang the 
Taft Loyalty song when this photo was snapped and no pa-
trons complained.   They laughed with us.  Great fun!   
Pictured here are: (front row) Laurel Perkins Hoke (Jan 1946), 
Jo (Georgia Lee) Wharton Olson (1945), Barb Lawton 
Loeschen (Jan 1946) and Rosemary Brabec Isberner (Jan 

1946); (back row) Carol Gerhardt Horschke (June 1944), Bob 
Miller (Jan 1944) Evan Olson (Jan 1945), Barb Whittier Han-
son (June 1945) and Irv Kaage (Jan 1946).  [Photo submitted 
by Barb Loeschen.] 

 

Fred [Allegretti] and All, 
  Thanks so much for sending the CD for our 53rd, 
what fun to watch!  Sounds like you all had a good time and 
everything went as planned.  It should have, as you guys 
did a lot of hard work getting it organized during the last 
year.   
            Carole (Mommsen) Meyer, class of June 1959 
[Thanks Carole!  Hope all is going well in Crawfordsville and with 
your two daughters and their families.  We’ll stay in touch and hope 
to talk to you soon.  Keep your eye on the website in the near future 
for some more photos of the 53

rd
.  GO TAFT GO!  Larry Marsh, class 

of June 1959 - See photo on page 9 of this issue.]  

(Continued on page 10)

http://www.outofthestudio.wordpress.com/
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Class Notes 

 
 
To all TAA members, 

Your Class Notes section here includes both TAA new mem-
bers and renewals, when received and when space permits.  
If you don’t provide new information, we reprint what we 
currently have on file for you.  If you want your name to in-
clude “other” special details, you need to include that infor-
mation when you send in your dues with the form as shown 
on the inside of the last page of this newsletter. 

 

1940s 
 

Margaret (Bryson) Webster (January 1941) lives in Vancouver 
WA and has 2 children and 3 grandchildren. 

Dorothy (Schneider) Altergott (June 1941) lives in Palatine IL, 
has 2 children, 7 grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren 
and is housewife. 

Phyllis (Harper) Carson (June 1942) graduated from U of Chi-
cago BS 1946, Purdue MS 1975, lives in Goodland IN, has 
3 children (2 are Taft grads), 6 grandchildren, 2 great 
grandchildren and is a retired dietitian. 

June (Styrmoe) Carlson (June 1945) lives in Chicago, has 4 
children (all Taft grads), 8 grandchildren and is a house-
wife. 

Tom Craft (January 1945) graduated from Purdue BSME 1950, 
lives in Napa CA, has 4 children, 6 grandchildren and is a 
retired engineer. 

Harold Quiram (June 1945) lives in Murray KY, has 5 children, 
16 grandchildren, 8 great grandchildren and is a retired 
mold maker. 

Joanne Bahnsen (June 1946) lives in Rio Rancho NM, has 5 
children, 9 grandchildren, 14 great grandchildren  and is 
a school secretary. 

Edwin Kalm (January 1947) lives in Plant City FL, has 1 child, 1 
grandchildren and is a retired project manager for PPG 
Industries. 

Doris Orr (June 1947) lives in Lindenhurst IL, has 3 children, 8 
grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren and is a retired 
bank teller. 

Donald Pellegrino (January 1949) lives in Rolling Meadows IL, 
has 3 children, 5 grandchildren and is a retired CEO. 

Robert Turk (June 1949) lives in Norridge IL, has 3 children, 2 
grandchildren and is a retired sheet metal worker. 

1950s 

Raymond Fredrich (June 1950) lives in Palm Harbor FL and 
Arlington Hts IL, has 4 children, 8 grandchildren and is a 
marketing engineer/real estate broker. 

Edmund Tridemy (January 1951) lives in Des Plaines IL, has 2 
children and is a carpenter. 

Marilyn (Dahlke) Compton (June 1952) lives in Oswego IL, 
has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren 
and is a retired receptionist who winters in the Florida 
Keys. 

Nancy (Herz) Stahlberg (January 1953) lives in Park Ridge IL, 
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. 

Roberta (Lockerbee) Fiali (June 1953) lives in Mc Henry IL, 
has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, is self employed and spends 
6 months annually in Maui, HI. 

Donald Galla (June 1953) lives in Dothan AL, has 2 children, 3 
grandchildren and is a retired Lt Colonel Army pilot and 
instructor. 

James O’ Connor (June 1953) married Carolyn (Cella) January 
1959); they live in Evergreen CO, have 4 children, 10 
grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren.  Jim is a retired 
Captain, Chicago Fire Dept.; Carolyn is in sales. 

Arlene (Poehler) Hamann (June 1954) lives in Grayslake IL, 
has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren 
and is a retired secretary. 

Susan (Moshier) Mathews (January 1957) graduated from U 
of I BA/MA 1962, lives in La Grange Park IL, has 2 chil-
dren, 1 grandchild and is a retired English teacher. 

Joan (Osmolak) Murray (June 1957) lives in Romeoville IL, has 
3 children, 7 grandchildren and is retired as director of a 
senior center. 

Dennis Duszak (January 1958) graduated from IIT BS 1961, 
MBA 1969, lives in Batavia IL, has 3 children, 4 grand-
children and is a retired materials engineer. 

Karen (Drinan) Johnson (January 1958) graduated from Tri-
ton AA 1977, Harper AA 1984, lives in Schaumburg IL, 
has 6 children, 14 grandchildren and is a retired x-ray 
technologist. 

Dona (Olson) Mc Laughlin (January 1959) graduated from 
Milliken BFA 1963, Northern MSE 1990, lives in Algon-
quin IL, has 2 children, 4 grandchildren and is a retired 
elementary teacher. 

1960s 
Gary Blohm (January 1960) graduated from Northwestern BS 

1964, lives in San Antonio TX, has 1 child and is a retired 
actor, teaching at UCLA. 

Sandra (Swanson) Hipp (June 1960) graduated from U of I BS 
1964, Northern MS 1990, lives in Aurora IL, has 5 chil-
dren, 13 grandchildren and is a retired Biology teacher. 

Roger Jensen (June 1960) graduated from St Olaf BA 1964, 
Valparaiso JD 1967; lives in St Paul MN, has 2 children, 6 
grandchildren and is an attorney. 

Barbara (Buck) Thompson (January 1961) graduated from U 
of I BS 1965, lives in Marion IL, has 2 children and is a re-
tired teacher. 

Lynn (Syvertsen) Haye (June 1961) lives in Elk Grove IL, has 2 
children, 5 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren and is a 
retired office manager and winters in Tucson AZ. 

Donald Thomson (June 1961) married  Noel (Turek) (June 
1960), they  live in St Charles, IL, have 4 children, 11 
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild and is an insurance 
agent; Noel is a housewife. 

Betty (Skwierczynski) Wesolowski (June 1961) lives in Mt 
Prospect IL, has 3 girls, 2 grandchildren, is retired from 
commercial art, now doing work for a pharmacy at Hig-
gins and Neva Av. 
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Dave Higgins (June 1962) lives in Des Plaines IL, has 1 child 
and is a retired lithographer. 

Craig Sabey (June 1962) lives in Peoria IL and retired after 
almost 35 years from State of IL Trans. Dept.  Plans to 
travel & enjoy. 

Kathy (Adreani) Thiel (January 1963) lives in Mt Prospect IL 
and Surprise AZ, has 8 children, 20 grandchildren and is 
a retired office manager. 

Carol (Jessen) Adler (June 1963) lives in Streamwood IL, has 2 
children, 2 grandchildren and is a retired computer pro-
grammer. 

Mary (Reese) Fairbairn (June 1963) lives in Quincy IL has 1 
child and is a semi-retired bar/restaurant owner in 
Waukegan IL. 

James Ohlson (June 1963) graduated from Wheaton College 
BS 1967, U of Pittsburgh MA 1972, lives in Rockville MO, 
has 2 children and is a FBI Agent. 

William Mazurek (January 1964) graduated from US Air Force 
Academy BS 1968, Capital U MBA 2001, lives in 
Westcliffe CO, has 4 children, 6 grandchildren and is a 
retired aviation safety inspector. 

Marilyn (Lange) Major (June 1964) graduated from U of WI 
BS 1970, Nat’l Lewis MS 1980, lives in Chicago and is a 
retired special education teacher. 

Judy (Musso) Dumele (June 1966) lives in Hoffman Estates IL, 
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren and is an administrator 
for Office Max. 

Cherri Lynn (Buland) Malik (January 1966) lives in Palatine IL, 
has 2 children and is a receptionist for Weber BBQ Grills. 

Joyce (Kerstein) Donicht (January 1967) graduated from U of 
WI 1971, lives in Menomonie WI and is retired. 

Bob Friedlander (January 1967) graduated from SIU BS 1971, 
lives in Richland MI and is a hockey scout for the LA 
Kings. 

Bob Elezian (January 1967) graduated from SIU 1976 Com-
puter Science, has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives in 
Scottsdale AZ and is a free lance flight instructor. He re-
cently retired after 35 year as a software engineer. 

Jacquie (Luga) Philbin (January 1967) graduated from U of I 
BA 1971, lives in Palm Harbor FL, has 1 child and is a re-
tired flight attendant for United. 

Cynthia (Peska) Northup (1968) graduated from Northwest-
ern BSM 1972, MD 1974, lives in Sheboygan WI, has 2 

children, lives on a 30-acre farm and is a family physi-
cian. 

Anita (Pasquinelli) Welch (1969) graduated from AZ State BA, 
lives in Phoenix AZ, has 2 children and is a special educa-
tion teacher. 

Michael Albano (1970) lives in Burbank IL, has 3 children, 6 
grandchildren and is retired from Com Ed operations. 

1970s 
Janine (Gulbrandson) Forney (1970) graduated from Luther-

an Deaconess Hospital RN 1973, lives in Des Plaines IL, 
has 3 children and is an RN in private duty home care. 

Gail (Anderson) Iglitz (1970) married Phil Iglitz (1969).  She 
graduated from UNLV 2002; Phil graduated from UIC BS 
1974, UNLV MS 1992; they live in Boulder City NV, have 
1 child, Gail is a landscape architect with Bureau of Rec-
lamation, Phil is a HS Math teacher. 

Barbara (Stoesser) Mengarelli (1971) graduated from U of I 
BS 1976, lives in Kildeer IL, has 2 children and is a retired 
occupational therapist. 

Dennis Rice (1971) lives in Deerfield IL, has 4 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a bar/restaurant owner. 

Michael West (1971) lives in Westchester IL, has 2 children 
and is owner of Uptime Computer & Networking Ser-
vices. 

James Davis (1972) graduated from the Chicago College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 1986, lives in Crete IL and is an 
orthopedic surgeon. 

Lee Ann (Shellabarger) Murdoch (1972) graduated from WIU 
BA 1977, lives in Racine WI and has 2 children. 

Christine Burns (1973) graduated from U of I BA 1977, lives in 
Park Ridge IL and is a consultant. 

Dan Miller (1976) graduated from Northeastern BS/CPA 
1981, lives in Siesta Key FL and is a realtor. 

Erica Lauf (1977) graduated from UIC BA 1981, Columbia MA 
1991, lives in Chicago, has 1 child and is a freelance 
writer for kids textbooks. 

Rosemarie Wolski (1979) graduated from Northeastern BA 
1983, lives in Chicago and is a service representative. 

1980s 
Christine Bush (1984) lives in Sugar Camp WI, and is a county 

government secretary. 

 

 
Class of June 1961 - Taft 50 + 1 Reunion, Sept. 22, 2012 at Wellington Restaurant, Arlington Heights
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In the News 
 Daniel Rice, class of June 1953 published his book 

through Cambridge University in October 2012, entitled 
“Reinhold Niebuhr and His Circle of Influence”.  Niebuhr 
along with his colleague Paul Tillich, was among the few reli-
gious figures having had a significant impact on the broader 
society outside the theological community in the United 
States during the twentieth century.  Niebuhr’s influence was 
most pronounced among those associated with history and 
politics.  This book presents Niebuhr in dialogue and interac-
tion with seven individuals who each had a major influence 
on American life: the theologian Paul Tillich, philosopher/ 
educator John Dewey, socialist activist and presidential can-
didate Norman Thomas, historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr., in-
ternational political theorist Hans Morgenthau, diplomat 
George Kennan, and Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter. 
 Rice is retired and living in Chicago, is professor 
emeritus of philosophy and religious studies in the University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.  He previously published “Reinhold 
Niebuhr and John Dewey: An American Odyssey” and edited 
the book "Reinhold Niebuhr: Engagements with an American 
Original”. 
 

 Just ask Dave Csanda, Taft class of 1970, about fish-
ing, and plan to spend a bit of time on the topic.  The 
2011/2012 Fishing Hall of Fame of Minnesota, located in Bax-
ter, Minnesota Gander Mountain, has announced its newest 
inductees —with one being Dave Csanda. Dave is being rec-
ognized for his many contributions as fishing educator, com-
municator and media personality. He was critical in the suc-
cess of In-Fisherman magazine and television, as well as 
communications from Lindner Media Productions, producers 
of the popular Angling Edge television series.   

 He’s lived in Minnesota for much of his working life 
and currently lives in the Brainerd area. 
 

 Illinois State Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka recently 
saluted the dedication and commitment of Bugles Across 
America in Berwyn, which dedicates its time to perform Mili-
tary Funeral Honors for veterans and fallen soldiers.    
 As part of the Illinois Office of the Comptroller’s 
“Veteran’s Day” at the Illinois State Fair in Springfield, 
Topinka congratulated Bugles Across America Founder Tom 
Day, class of June 1958. 
  Day launched Bugles in November, 2000, to ensure 

that live buglers are avail-
able for military funerals. 
The organization has re-
cruited 250 Illinois volun-
teers, and 8,000 national-
ly, performing approx. 
3,000 military funerals 
annually. 
  “Tom has selfless-
ly worked for more than a 
decade to ensure that his 

fellow veterans have an appropriate burial,” Topinka said. 
“His efforts have made a difference to thousands of military 
families in Illinois and beyond, and it is my honor to salute his 
leadership.” 
  Military Funeral Honors are dedicated to veterans 
and fallen soldiers and consist of the playing of Taps, a Fare-
well Salute, and the folding and presentation of the American 
Flag to the next of kin. Pictured (L-R): State Comptroller Judy 
Baar Topinka, Tom Day and his daughter Julie. [Taken from 
the press release from Topinka’s office in Springfield IL; photo 
credit: Teresa J. Potasiak]. 

In Our Memories 
Arnold Lund, class of June 1940 passed away August 20, 2012. 
Lucille Theresa (Carucci) Kiessling, class of June 1942 died in 

August 1997 of lung cancer.  She was the mother of Jennie 
Kiessling, class of 1980. 

John “Jack” Clement Redden, class of June 1945 died June 9, 
2012. 

George William Shearer Jr., class of June 1946 died June 1973. 
Dolores "Dee" Lucille (Anderson) Morning, passed on Septem-

ber 6, 2012 in Carlsbad California. She was the sister of John 
Anderson, class of June 1951. 

Patricia (Hedges) Norbury, class of June 1948 died April 25, 
2012. 

Michael John Sgobba, class of June 1948, died of a heart attack 
on December 8, 2011.  He was a baseball scout for the Chi-
cago White Sox and lastly for the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Joan (Arado) Peterson, class of January 1948, date unknown. 
Earl A. Carlson II, class of January 1952, from Williams Bay, 

Wisconsin, died August 17, 2012 from a massive stroke.  He 
was the brother of Judy (Carlson) Borta, class of June 1955. 

Duane Charles Wiechmann, class 1948, of Crystal Lake, Illinois, 
passed away in August 2012.  He was the brother of Deon 
Wiechmann, class of June 1956. 

Bruce “Bud” Geisert, class of June 1951 died on July 23, 2012 
after a short illness. His two sisters were Toni (Geisert) Lien, 
June, ’54 and Phyllis (Geisert) Umphres, January, ’53. 

Elsie (Winther) Edie, class of 1956 (?) died August 6, 2012 
Franklin Hamann, class of January 1953 passed away on April 

5, 2012 of kidney cancer.  His wife is Arlene (Poehler) 
Hamann, class of June 1954. 

Geraldine (Gunther) Grabowski, class of June, 1960 died on 
July 30, 2012 in Rolling Meadows.   

Robin Brian Schroeder, class of January 1960, passed away July 
19, 2012. 

(Norman) Richard Amundson, class of June 1961, with de-
ceased date unknown. 

Roger Dennis Gorkos, class of June 1961, deceased date un-
known. 

Robert John Kazmar, class of June 1961, deceased date un-
known. 

 Gordon Schmidt, class of June 1961 (?), deceased date un-
known. 

Scott Herdt, class of 1971 died September 13, 2012 from a 
heart incident. 
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Giving 

Back(more)  
The article on the left was submitted 
by Jim through his Columbia College 
Chicago newsletter.  It outlines his in-
tent to give a Musical Theatre scholar-
ship to a deserving student who in-
tends to attend that College.  So, it 
COULD be someone from Taft… Spread 
the word, if you can.   

The Jim Jacobs Musical Theatre Schol-
arship was established to provide sup-
port to Musical Theatre students as 
they enter their sophomore year. We 
would love to see a Taft graduate be 
the next recipient of this generous 
$5000 scholarship.  Application dead-
line is February 01, 2013. 

 

 

53rd Reunion 
 The Class of June 1959 cele-
brated their 53

th
 Taft High School anni-

versary on Saturday, October 6, 2012 
at the Hilton Garden Inn, Des Plaines, 
IL.    The Reunion was attended by a 
total of 58 people, 37 classmates and 
21 guests.  See photo below, provided 
by Fred Allegretti, class of June 1959. 
 During the evening the Reun-
ion committee announced it was plan-
ning the 54

th
 Reunion for Saturday, 

October 5, 2013 at the same venue, 
the Hilton Garden Inn. 
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(Letters to the Editor continued from page 5) 
Dear Jerry, 
Autumn newsletter - Mr. Stamm carefully reads every Alumni 
newsletter mailed to him.   So, he will be surprised and hon-
ored to see the tribute story and this complimentary pose of 
him in your publication.   
Concert publicity and our thanks - Imagine how heartwarm-
ing it will be to see Mr. Stamm next June accepting a well 
deserved distinction from his admirers on the stage he la-
bored on during his thirty plus years at Taft.  Having Mr. 
Stamm’s successor, Brian Lavery there leading the current 
Taft Choir will make it all the more compelling. It will be fan-
tastic.  Mr. Stamm positively influenced thousands of young 
people.  The story and photo in your newsletter will be a val-
uable aid catching reader’s attention and publicizing the up-
coming concert.  Thanks for the Alumni staff's assistance 
to make the JJ Stamm tribute project better known to so 
many more of his former students. 
 Future alumni - Looking to the future it was interesting to 
see the alumni website has so few alum's email addresses 
from the 1980's, 1990's and 2000's in its database.  Of course, 
alums from those eras are not likely to have much  
interest in Mr. Stamm's tribute concert.  But, as a friendly 
aside, my sons, who are in their twenties tell me Facebook 
and Twitter are the preferred contact sources for them these 
days.  My knowledge of either service is limited.  But, it might 
be worthwhile for both of us to acquaint ourselves with those 
options.   Have you had experience in using these alternate 
contact services? I wonder if Trent Eaton, (Taft's website di-
rector) would have suggestions about staying in contact 
with his contemporaries at Taft High School. 
 Change - I have lived long enough to have see 78 rpm rec-
ords meld into albums and 45's, which begat 8 track tapes, 
which evolved into cassette tapes and walkmans, which 
merged into compact discs and discmans and are currently 
Ipods and earbuds.   The delivery system may change with 
maddening regularity but the concept stays the same; people 
really do want to stay connected.  If Facebook and Twitter 

accounts are the new trick then by default they become con-
siderations for us old dogs, too. 

 Good luck to all of us in that continuing effort,   
Mike Costanzo, class of 1970 

 

Hello Jerry, 
 It is with a sad heart that we inform [you] of the 
death of our dear brother, Bruce “Bud” Geisert, on July 23, 
2012, after a short illness.  
 Bud earned a bachelor’s degree in chemical Engi-
neering at the U of I in Feb. 1956.  After graduation he was 
commissioned as an Ensign in the US Navy.  Bud served on 
the destroyer, USS Wiltsie in the Pacific until 1959 ending up 
as a Lieutenant (jg) and the Chief Engineering Officer.   
 After discharge Bud joined the Dow Chemical Co. in 
Midland Mi as a plastics engineer.  He held several positions 
before moving to Frankfurt, Germany in 1980 as Specialty 
Plastics Business Manager for Dow Chemical Europe.  He re-
tired in 1989 and he and his wife, Inge, were active travelers 
during his 23 years of retirement.  Bud was an avid tennis 
player and became a qualified USTA Linesman and chair Um-
pire.  
 Thanks for all your work on the Class Notes. 

Toni (Geisert) Lien, class of June, 1954 
 

Dear Taft Alumni Association, 
 Greetings from Mount Prospect, IL and Joe Bartel, 
Jr., Taft Class of 1987.  Please be so kind as to include the 
attached photo from our class' 25

th
 anniversary celebration 

which was held on Saturday, July 21, 2012 at Blues Bar in 
Mount Prospect, Illinois. An intimate evening of fun and 
catching up was had by all. Classmates came from locally as 
well as Georgia, Iowa and Virginia. Below is the list, row by 
row, of those in attendance for our official group photo. 
 Thank you as always for all that you do to keep all of 
us Tafties in the loop. Here's wishing all Taft Alumni a won-
derful Autumn season ahead! 

 Joe Bartel, Jr., Class of 1987 

 
Row 1: Janeen Reid-Santucci, Mike Kudola, Frank Magri, Ann Meeks-Estey, Suzy Schumann-Gavars, Kathy Banash-Carlson, Taffany 
Jones-Oka, Tara D. Lampkin;  Row 2: Colleen O'Donnell-Balsamo, Mark Keske, Ramon Kelly, Angela Breitfuss, Marcia Coco- laszin-
ski, Tina Bruscemi-Durfor, Vince Croston, Rich Schumann, Richie Doyle; Row 3: Joe Mionskowski, Diana Lee-Swindell, Karen 
Evanoff-Marchand, Joe Bartel, Jr., Chris Pontikis, Annette Zwierzchowski-Donlin, Laura Boewadt-Swartzle, Ellen Ocokoljich-
Keenan, Stefanie Janec-Janke
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Summer Camp for Grown-ups 
 My husband and I have been 
RVers for 50 years.  We have owned five 
motor homes and travelled the USA from 
shore to shore, border to border.  We 
visited family and friends, always bringing 
our own bed and bath with us.  We put 
solar panels on the roof, when that tech-
nology became available, so we could 
"boon-dock" in out-of-the-way places:  
National parks and Monuments, on 
mountain tops, beside rivers, as well as in 
Wal-Mart parking lots--the RVers' friendly 
retailer.   
 In 1998 we crossed the border into Mexico.  One 
hundred twenty miles down the east side of the Baja, we 
found a welcoming community at El Dorado Ranch in San 
Felipe.  At the time El Dorado was the largest solar communi-
ty in North America.  It fit our dream of retirement.  We pur-
chased two lots, put in a septic system and water tanks, and 
expected to "boon-dock" a month or two.  It was going to be 
a simple RV winter lifestyle--like Topsy, it grew.  Building was 
relatively inexpensive.  Terry's career had been in academia, 
but he was always handy with construction and remodeling, 
so he built a shed in old Mexico style to store our winter ac-
cessories. 
 The next year he had a local builder erect the walls 
(11') and the roof of a small casita.  We thought 2 months 
was too short a time. Also, we could spread out from our 32 
foot RV.  I designed it, the contractor built it using straw bales 
for insulation with stucco inside and out.  When the walls and 
roof were up, Terry took over building the rest: windows, 
doors made of wood pallets, electricity connected to solar, 
plumbing of bathroom and kitchen, a 30 by 15 foot great 
room, book shelves, and a stairway to the roof which has a 
tiled deck.  I tiled some walls with broken dishes, used broken 
tile on patio floors, and filled the rooms with hand-me downs, 
hand-me-overs, recycled materials and, surprisingly, it turned 
out great.  Almost every night we have a campfire around 
which the neighbors gather. We have people from all over 
the US, Canada, and even Europe as neighbors, all building 
small houses and living on solar power.  Our children call our 
lifestyle "Summer camp for Grown-ups." 
 Terry was busier in retirement and received great 
satisfaction (and admiration) from all our projects.  In another 
year came a separate bedroom and bath building, and we 
moved out of the motor home. We have a straw bale fence 
enclosing our living quarters, including a covered patio, 
courtyards, entry gates and, suddenly, we have a hacienda. 
Our motor home is still our home away from San Felipe be-
cause summer temperatures are well over 100 degrees.  In 
winter months, the motor home is our guest house.  
 The highway in Baja has greatly improved in the 
years we’ve been there. Within the near future, there should 
be a paved, well marked, scenic road on the east coast, even-
tually reaching Cabo San Lucas. El Dorado isn’t the only place 
to stay. There are RV parks and hotels in San Felipe, and activ-

ities to rival what we had in "real 
life." The scenery is great, not unlike 
Arizona, but with the beautiful Sea of 
Cortez to the east.  
www.sanfelipe.com.mx and 
www.eldoradoranch. com are two 
sites to get information. If you stay 
only a few days, no papers are re-
quired. A six-month visa is available 
at the border for about $15 dollars, 
and don’t forget your passport to get 
back to the US.  By the way, it is safe 
to travel and live in the Baja. 

             Bienvenidos, Ruth Reisman Ellmore, Class of Jan. 1944 

 

“Grease” Memories 
From Walt Hoolhorst, class of January 1959 -  
 The Sandy character, modeled after Jeanne 
Kozemczak, was the sister of one of my friends Ron 
Kozemczak (June 1958).  She was o so HOT.  Canale’s Pizza & 
Parse’s Hot Dogs were where my brother Doug Kotarek (Jan-
uary 1960) hung out with the gang he belonged to called 
OUTCASTS with Gary Bauer (June 1960) and Mike Bernas.  I 
spent some time with this group but most of my time was 
spent with the Jocks.  I got adopted because my friend Ken 
was one of them.  I was the GEEK thick glasses brother of 
Doug & knew all the guys.  They did not pick on me as I was 
Doug’s brother.  The OUTCASTS were junior additions of the 
GOOMBAS & the Imperials. 
 I was lucky to hang with the jocks because of my 
friend & jock Ken Satkiewicz who went to Weber High.  He 
played sports with many of the Taft jocks & they became fast 
pals.  We were the opposite of the tough guys & usually were 
not in any serious trouble as opposed to them, which were 
mostly minor scrapes.  I did not spend too much time with 
the OUTCASTS because they were more adventurous & land-
ed in more trouble.  I was the quiet one who had already had 
more than enough drama in my life & I did not want to add to 
it.  [Editor’s note:  Some of these ‘memories’ are disputed by Jim 

Jacobs.  But - memories are memories.  It just depends on what 
mind’s eye or point of view you are looking through.  Jerry Bloom, 
TAA Newsletter Editor] 

 
 

Classmates - Lost and Found 

 Lost touch with your old classmates?  We can help 
by publishing the name(s) in the newsletter.  If they respond   
to us and agree to be contacted, we’ll forward that person's 
name and address to you. 
 Send requests and/or responses to Taft Alumni As-
sociation c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chi-
cago IL 60631 or email us at taftlum@cox.net.  The suggested 
donation for this service is $5 per name.   

mailto:taftlum@cox.net
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Anyone Planning a Reunion…? 
 

Your class’s anniversary year—10, 25, (gasp!) 50—is approaching.  You anxiously read the TAA newsletter and comb 

www.taftalumni.org for news that someone has gotten the ball rolling.  Sound familiar?  The catch is that everyone is doing the 

same…and no one is taking the bull by the horns.  The excuses?  It’s too hard…I don’t have time…(and my favorite) I was a nobody 

in school.  Nonsense! 
 

Most alumni equate reunion planning to root canal, but let’s be honest—today’s root canal has become fairly painless.  So has reunion 

planning, and with some careful thought and an enthusiastic planning committee, YOU can pull it off.  TAA has accumulated lots of 

reunion experience, so we’re offering a few tips to get you started.   

 

Do-It-Yourself or Professional Planner? 
 

If you anticipate that your turnout will be small, or if you prefer to keep your hands on the reins at all times, then do-it-yourself is the 

way to go.  Begin a year before the projected reunion date, if possible, by first forming a committee.  If you don’t live locally, contact 

a few classmates who do.  Consider contacting the class officers.   Delegate one person to maintain the master class list.  Select relia-

ble people on your committee to whom you’ll delegate budgeting, securing a site, catering (often handled on-site), decorations, mail-

ings and invitations, phone calls, door prizes, souvenir book, etc. 
 

If you don’t have the luxury of time, and most of your friends live out-of-town, you’ll want to consider hiring a professional planner 

who does most of the work for you with your committee’s input at various steps along the way.  The planner is able to handle credit 

card payments, secure the site with a deposit, book a band or DJ, hire a photographer, etc. without any advance layout from you.  Gen-

erally, their fees are bundled into the price of the ticket.  (Amazingly, the reunion committee for the successful 35 year reunion of the 

Class of 1967 never met once as a committee in person, but conducted all business online using the services of a reunion planner.) 

 

Building Your Class List 
 

Whether you use a planner or not, it’s best that you keep control of the class list.  Begin by requesting a list of current TAA members 

from Kay Kuciak (taftalum@cox.net).  This can be the foundation of your list.  (And by the way, this is the only time a list of TAA 

members is released on request.)   Now, grab your yearbook to fill in the missing names.  The professional planner may have access to 

a few databases that you don’t, but for the most part you can easily scan Classmates.com, Reunions.com, Switchboard.com and many 

others.  One of the first mailings should be a request for each classmate to send in a list of every other classmate with whom they’re in 

touch. 
 

After the reunion, a planner should return the final list to you without charge.  If an address has not produced a response of some sort, 

be skeptical of its accuracy unless it comes from an unimpeachable source—a parent, let’s say.  Flag the address as questionable, and 

then send a copy of the final list back to Kay Kuciak for her records.  Continue to send subsequent updates to Kay. 

  

Formal or Informal? 
 

You may have attended a traditional reunion in formal wear complete with band, white table cloths, and three course meals.  If that’s 

not your style, be creative; consider other alternatives.  Does a classmate own a restaurant, bar or other possible reunion site?  In the 

summer, consider a picnic in the forest preserves, at a beach, or a state park—maybe include the whole family.  How about a sock-hop 

at a local gym or American Legion hall?  When you put your heads together, you’ll think of lots of interesting venues.  

 

Advice from Rich Lindberg, Class of 1971  
 

For the first reunion, it is wise to engage a reunion planning company to do the initial address lookup spade-

work. The company will initiate the first database -- that should be kept on file by the committee and made available to fu-

ture committees.  The second reunion -- five or ten years hence -- the committee can build upon the old list. With the search 

tools available on the web, it is much easier now to locate people than before.  
 

This is what Faro [Vitale] and I did for the 35th last year.  It took the resources of a dedicated committee, all engaged in 

the look-up process, to pull it off.   But we did it without the help of a private firm, proving that it is possible. Also, gram-

mar school lists might be available from former classmates.  The initial mailing should ask the alums to share such lists, or 

whatever word of mouth information that can be passed along.  
 

Miscellaneous Thoughts 
 

 Consider having mini-reunions within the reunion—learn what elementary schools your classmates attended, and then include the 

school’s name on the name badges. 

 

 Think it might be a low turnout?  Include January and June classes or a even whole decade together in your plans.  And why does 

it have to be every 10 years?  Why not have a 17-year reunion?  Or how about an all-class reunion for your locality as has been 

done annually in Florida and Arizona? 

 

 Bring your own stereo, boom box or satellite radio and forego a DJ.  (Be sure to ID your personal CDs.) 

mailto:taftalum@cox.net
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 Use disposable cameras if you are fearful of mislaying that expensive digital model, but by all means take lots of photos. 

 

 Sing the Taft Founder’s March (lyrics posted on www.taftalumni.org).  It doesn’t matter if you forget the words or sing off key—

just sing it LOUD!   

 

 Display TAA merchandise order forms and membership forms next to the memorabilia table.   Contact Frank Heyer regarding 

available merchandise at the time of the reunion. 

 

 Solicit donations from your classmates and local businesses for door prizes.  The businesses can advertise in your souvenir book. 

 

 Relax and have fun!  Accept the fact that something will probably go wrong, but it won’t be the end of the world.  Before the re-

union, take a long hot bath, listen to some oldies, and tour the old neighborhood to get yourself into the right mood.  

 

 Hold an ice-breaker event the day/evening before the reunion to kick off the weekend.   Contact Frank Heyer (yes, he does get 

around) to arrange a group tour of Taft.  Check the TAA website for a comparative floor plan.  If you haven’t been back since the 

construction of the last addition, you’ll be amazed. 

 

 Above all, don’t skip the reunion because you’ve lost your girlish figure or you’ve traded one six-pack for another.  Jump in with 

both feet!  You could be missing the time of your life…and who knows? Maybe the one that got away didn’t get too far away af-

ter all. 
 

When it’s over, tell us all about it.  Send your comments and photos to Jerry Bloom so that we can share them in the newsletter.  If 

you have other helpful suggestions to offer future reunion committees, send those in as well.   

 

Paulette English, TAA Web Editor 

 

 

TAA Approved Professional Reunion Planners 

 

Beware! Not all planners are reliable.  We’ve heard sad tales of reunions in ruins due to unscrupulous or inexperienced planners.  

When you call a planner, ask for references—a reputable planner will provide you with a list of past customers.  Call all of them!  Be-

low is one planner with whom positive experiences have been reported.  We’ll add to this list as we hear from other satisfied reunion 

committees. 

 

Sentimental Journey, Morton Grove, IL, 847-657-3639 or 847-329-0111 

 

 

 

WWW.taftalumni.org 
 
When was the last time you checked YOUR web site?  Do you know if your email address in the 
TAA directory is up to date?  Is it correct?  When we send out class lists to various reunion com-
mittees, this information becomes critical in their ability to contact you.   
 
Also, we ask you to check the Memorial Section.  This is especially important for classmates from 
1940s and 1950s.  Those of you who are the only ones left to remember.  Who do you know from 
your class or your sibling’s class who died in the line of duty?  We are constantly looking to up-
date our “Gold Star Honor Roll”.  The Gold Star designation, as you may recall means the soldier 
died during a military conflict.  We have several identified from WWII of young people who were 

lost then.  But, we also know there are men and women from Korea, Viet Nam, Iraq, Afghanistan, etc. who also should be honored 
on this list.  Please contact us and give us names, with graduation year, if known and the date or approximate date of their death.   
 
Lastly, we ask assistance in upgrading our master alumni list to include the name of your grade school you graduated from.  This is 
an additional bit of information that will assist those who are planning reunions, including grade school celebrations.   
 
For any updates relating to these three topics, contact Paulette English, TAA Web Editor.  She is very conscientious about her re-
sponsibilities with the master alumni file and wants to make it as accurate as possible.  So, let’s all pitch in and give her all the up-
dates you can!  Email today to:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
 

http://www.taftalumni.org/
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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 TAA Merchandise Order Form 

Qty Item Specifics Price Each Total Price 

  
 Windbreaker—blue nylon drawstring bottom  
 printed with white TAA logo  

Medium Only $25.00 
  $  

  
 Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”  
 with full-color eagle 

One Size Fits 
All 

$15.00 
  $  

  
 Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray  
 “You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride” 

---- $  3.00 
  $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo Medium $10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
Large 

$10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
X-Large 

$10.00   $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
XX-Large $12.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XXX-Large $12.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo  Medium $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo X-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo XX-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo XXX-Large $40.00   $  

   Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year) Year:  $30.00   $  

   Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00    $ 

Total Remitted       $  

  

 Name (please print):  Grad Month/Year: 

 Address: 

 City/State/ZIP:  Phone:  (          ) 

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:   

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

Please use a separate order form for separate addresses. 

 

Yearbook Inventory 
 Some years are hard to keep in supply.  All requests are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  As of 
today, we have the following yearbooks for purchase:  1948 Jun (1), 1954 Jan (1), 1982 (2), 
1985 (24), 1986 (48), 1987 (77), 1990 (52), 1991 (9), 1992 (131), 1993 (5), 1994 (57), 1995 
(183), 1996 (65), 1997 (52), 1998 (154), 1999 (151), 2000 (351), 2001 (123), 2003 (76), 2004 
(77), 2005 (56), 2006 (40), 2007 (40), 2008 (40).   
 

Time to Renew?!! 
 

 Thanks to all who read our plea in last year’s summer issue about keeping current with your membership.  If you receive 
the newsletter electronically, you’ll find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have lapsed.  If you receive the 
newsletter by post, check your address label for your year of graduation above the eagle logo on the back page.   Is it correct?  Also, 
check the expiration date of your current membership with the Taft Alumni Association located just below the graduation date.  
 If your expiration date is close, sit down NOW, complete the membership form on the next page and write out a check for 
$15 or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same address.  You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled with opportuni-
ties to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and alumni programs.  Be sure to use the application on the following page to 
share with us the latest updates in your life.   
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Taft Alumni Association 
Membership Application 

 

Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the newsletter’s Class Notes.    

Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership.   We will not publish your address or phone number. 
 

*First Name ( PLEASE PRINT) 

      
* Last Name at Graduation 

      

* Current Last Name 

      

*Home Street Address 

      

*City 

      

*State 

      

*ZIP 

      

Home Phone 

      

Email Address  

      

*Month/Year You Graduated 

      

Name of Spouse  
      

Year Married  
      

Month/Year if Spouse is a Taft Grad 

      

Number of Children 

      

Number of Grandchildren 

      

Schools of Higher Learning, Degrees, Year of Graduation 

      

Occupation 

      

Elementary School Graduated From 

      

Other news you’d like to share 

      

  I wish to be listed in the TAA Email Directory on the TAA website www.taftalumni.org 

You have three options for receiving the quarterly TAA Newsletter.  Please select one of the following: 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
postal service only 

  I wish to receive an e-newsletter by email 
to defray the costs of postage 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
email and by postal service 

Dues are $15.00 for a two year membership or $20.00 for an alumni couple (give spouse’s name if a Taft graduate). 

Enclosed is a check or money order for dues  
in the amount of    $15.00   $20.00 

  Enclosed is a check or money order donation 
in the amount of $       .00 

Please mail this completed application along with your check or money order to: 
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL  60631 

Autumn 2012 

 

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors 
 

 

Taft Alumni Newsletter 

 
Kay (Carlson) Kuciak 
 
Anne Lunde 
Frank Heyer 
Rich Lindberg 
Vacant 
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom 
 
 
Kevin Kreiger 
 
Paulette (Zemaitis) English 
 
Mike Hionis 
Judy Jacobsen 
Joe Popp 
Andrew Madsen 
Paul Madsen 
William Skar 
Arlene (Laufer) Ware 

Jim Hartford 

1963 
 
1969 
1948 
1971 
1960 
1962 
 
 
1973 
 
1967 
 
1968 
1970 
1966 
1969 
1971 
-------- 
1960 
1979 

President, Newsletter Assistant 
(623) 544-0226 
1

st
 Vice President, Historian 

2
nd

 Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Director, Newsletter Editor 
jerrybloom@fales.org 
(920) 559-7440 
Director, Webmaster 
webmaster@taftalumni.org 
Director, Web Editor 
eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Faculty Representative 
Director 
Assistant to Frank Heyer 

The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.   
 

Please address general correspondence and changes to: 
 

Taft Alumni Association 

6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave 
Chicago, IL 60631 

or email taftalum@cox.net 
 

Send photographs and articles for the next issue to: 
 

Jerry Bloom (note WINTER address) 

2600 SE Ocean Blvd, Unit O-12 
Stuart, FL 34996 

 or email jerrybloom@fales.org 

 
Submission Deadline for the Winter Issue: 

December 31, 2012 

eNewsletter or TAA Email Directory Signup:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

 

mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
mailto:taftalum@cox.net
mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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