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Taft Foundation Salutes Retired 
Coaches and Teachers 

By Anne Lunde 
 Each generation of Taft alumni remembers their own 
favorite teachers. When the new Taft High School Foundation 
decided this year to organize a salute for the coaches and 
physical ed teachers they remembered, they focused on invit-
ing faculty they remembered. 
 Older generations remember football coach Joe Kup-
cinet or baseball coach James Smilgoff or basketball coach 
Jack Rapper, who led their programs for decades. Many fac-
ulty members who served during the 1960s and 1970s are no 
longer alive, but we had benefitted from seasoned veteran 
teachers who spent most of their careers with us.  
 There were never enough gym teachers to coach 
everything, and that’s when others stepped forward –math 
and history and English teachers among them – and spent 
many extra hours to give Taft students a chance to achieve in 
various athletic endeavors. 
 On Oct. 5, the alumni who gathered to fill a wall of 
bleachers in the big gym had a chance to meet with and cheer 
for the group of retired teachers and counselors who were 
able to attend. The Taft Eagles, in uniform for their afternoon 
game, joined them. 
 Principal Mary Kay Cappitelli, LSC Chairman Lisa 
Schweiger and 41

st
 Ward Alderman Mary O’Connor were 

there to support the effort. Proceeds from this event are 
earmarked towards improving the boys locker rooms. Rick 
Winge, Tina Foster Hauri and Gail Uhlar Murray from the 
Taft High School Foundation shared duties introducing the 
speakers. 
 

 
Howard 
Moore, Taft 
Class of 
1990, (seat-
ed, left) is 
now head 
basketball 
coach at UIC. 
He came to 
introduce his 
mentor, Taft 
basketball 
coach Frank 
Hood (at the 
podium). 
 

 

FRANK 
HOOD COACHED BASKETBALL, SOFTBALL 

One of Taft’s most honored coaches from the modern era is 
Frank Hood, who taught mathematics. 
 Howard Moore, head basketball coach at University 
of Illinois-Chicago, one of Hood’s players from the class of 
1990, came to introduce him. He remembered Hood as a man 
of firm faith, who “didn’t let us get away with anything.” 
 As a teacher, Moore said, Hood was someone who 
could affect lives. As a boys basketball coach, his Taft teams 
won 480 games, an average of 19 wins a year. In addition to 

the basketball successes, Hood also coached girls softball. In 
both sports he had championship teams. 
 “Howard is a great example of the students at Taft 
High School,” Hood responded. “They were able to stick with 
me for four years.  
 “It was the same with the girls from softball… We 
won 260 games and lost about 25 in my 25 years.” He said 
that Moore had paid his own dues in his own career, working 
one assistant coaching job after another, before getting the 
UIC head coaching job. Hood pointed to other alumni now 
coaching, including Brett Nishibayashi, who played basketball 
for three years and returned to Taft to coach. Brett’s father, 
Nick, now heading the men’s physical education program, at 
one time was Hood’s assistant coach. 
 Hood also praised the efforts of Rich Pildes, who has 
been coaching Taft’s baseball teams for many years, as “the 
best coach who’s ever coached baseball at Taft.”   
 “I loved coaching,” Hood added. “I loved being with 
kids. I’d be out at 6:15 and back at 7 every day.” 
 Hood said he especially appreciated the support he 
got from Sam Ozaki, the principal during the majority of his 
years at Taft. One example: when the girl’s team was the only 
Chicago team which advanced to the           [continued on page 9]   
  

Frank Hood and his wife Arleen.  A math teacher, he coached boys baket-
ball and girls softball teams from Taft to championship seasons. 
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Class June 1948  
Date:  November 6, 2013 - 11 AM Luncheon 
Location:  The Curragh Irish Pub & Restaurant 
               6705 Northwest Highway - Chicago, IL 
Contact:  Bill McIlvaine - (262) 498-8117 or 
  Email daughter (Mary) - marysew@yahoo.com 
 

Class June 1954 - 60th Reunion  
Date:  TBD - Interested in helping? 
Contact:  - Toni (Geisert) Lien - tlien002@san.rr.com 
 or 858- 451-1445.  
 

Class January/June 1961 
Date: TBD - 2014 - picnic  
Place:  TBD (NW suburban location) 
Contact:   John Prochaska - taft1961reunion@aol.com 
 

Class January/June 1962 
Date: May 2, 2014 - Welcome Reception and Dinner 
           May 3 - Tour of Taft with lunch catered by Superdawg. 

         May 4 - Farewell brunch (optional attendance) 
Place: Des Plaines Hilton Garden Inn - on South River Road 
Contact:  Judy Merrill Ruegsegger –  
                 judy.ruegsegger@yahoo.com  
Reply:  taftreunion2014@outlook.com 
 

Class January 1965 - 50th Reunion 
Date:   September 26-28, 2014 
Place: TBD 
Contact:   taft65@yahoo.com 
 

Class 1968 
Date: TBD (looking for committee members) 
Place: TBD 
Contact: Robert Clark - clark7811@msn.com 
 

Class 1974 - 40th Reunion 
Date:  Saturday, August 9, 2014 
Place:  Moretti’s (previously The Snuggery) in Edison Park - 
         6733 N. Olmstead - Chicago - 7-11pm  
        (Tickets are $25 if paid online or $35 at the door)  
        Pizza buffet, DJ and cash bar 
Contact:   Jan (Ostromencki) Savage - 858-353-3350 
 janhellokitty@hotmail.com - or 
    Barbara Moriarty - 847-492-8212 bmoriarty8@aol.com - or 
    Donna (Schaller) Evans - evans56@sbcglobal.net - or 

    Marcia Kuhr - mckuhr@yahoo.com - or 
    Sharon (Kasluga) Biernat - 847-410-3829 - 
 sharonb@creativepromo.net 

 

 
1st Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic EAST-South-EAST       
Date: Saturday, April 5, 2014 - Noon - 4pm 
Place:  6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL (for those 

unable to attend the west coast affair in St. Petersburg) 
Pot Luck:  a food item to share (BYOB)  
Contact:   Lynn (Morley) Martin - lmml@sbcglobal.net - or 
   Jerry Bloom Stephenson - jbbloom@charter.net   
 

11th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic South-EAST       
Date: Saturday, March 8, 2014, 11am - 3pm 
Place: Ft. DeSoto Park, St. Petersburg, FL, Shelter 14 
Donation:  $3 per person (+ $5/car parking fee) 
Pot Luck:  a food item to share (BYOB)  
Photo shoot:  2:30 pm 
Contact (if needed): Leon Kathan - 815-814-1555 

 leonkathan@yahoo.com 
  

4rd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic South-WEST 
Date:  March 30, 2014, 11am - 3pm 
Place: Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale, Stillman Ramada 
Pot Luck:  Beer permit (non-glass containers) 
Donation:  $3 per person, bring lawn chairs 
Contacts: Kay Kuciak, taftalum@cox.net, or 
 Paul Frizane, aztaftalumni@yahoo.com, or  
 Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
 

Terry Kath Tribute Concert 
Date:  November 15, 2013 
Place: Taft H.S. Auditorium 
Email Contact:  dialogue.for.Terry@gmail.com 
 
 

Grade School Reunions 
 

Norwood School Classes of Jan/June  ’58  
Date:  May 3, 2014 
Place:  5967 NE Circle - Unit 1D - Chicago (3pm - ?) 
Contact:  Jerry Bloom Stephenson - jbbloom@charter.net 
     or Linda (Leshuk) Davidson - davi4@sbcglobal.net 
   

Norwood School Class of June ’64 - 50 Year Reunion 
Date:  TBD 
Place:  TBD 
Contact:  Carolyn (Sykes) Toerpe - c.m.toerpe@gmail.com 
 (…Looking for more classmates!!!) 

 

Lost Classmates 
Are you looking for old classmates with whom you’ve lost 
touch?  We will help you in your search by publishing the 
name(s) in this newsletter.  If that party responds and agrees, 
we’ll forward that person’s name and address to you. 
 

Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni Associa-
tion, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60631 or email us at taftalum@cox.net. 
 

The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 Dear Jerry, 
Upon reading of Bruce Benson's death in the Summer 2013 
issue of T.A.N., I went to the T. A. website to see if there was 
an email address for Bruce so I could hopefully make contact 
with his family, but he was not listed.  Had his email address 
already been deleted?  His older sister Lois was listed, but she 
has not responded to my emails, so I'm not sure if she is still 
living or is just no longer following her email account.  She 
graduated from Taft in [June 1943].  
   

Bruce was my next door neighbor on Newcastle Ave. when 
we were growing up and he was the older "brother" that I 
didn't have.  We often played baseball & football in front of 
our two houses after school until it got dark and he always 
treated me as his "brother" even though he was 2-1/2 years 
older.  He was a great baseball and basketball player while he 
was at Taft, and I often saw him play both sports.  Even saw 
him play when he was at Wheaton College, but then lost 
track of him when I went off to college, and we never recon-
nected as he moved to Texas and I moved to California.  
   

Would it be possible to either get an address for a family 
member or an email address?  I have a couple of mementoes 
relating to Bruce that I would like to share with them.  
   

Thanks for your help on this.  My wife (Marcia Lien - January 
1953) and I read every issue of T.A.N. as soon as it comes.  
Thanks for that too.  

  Bud Wrisley (January 1953)  
[Hi Bud,  I lived right behind your home in the white Georgian on Newark 
(next to the Crippen House).  I remember your mother, as she was involved 
with the Camp Fire Girls in the '50s.  I was in your home getting my activity 
"beads" verified.  Later, when your children were very small, I babysat for 
them in your folk's home a couple times during the day.  But, I don't recall 
meeting you or Marcia then. My name then was Jerry Beesley.  As for Lois  
Benson Hamm, we normally ask for a donation of $5 for contacting old 
classmates, but in this case, I don't think contacting relatives of a deceased 
alum qualifies.  Let me know if you have any success in your search to return 
your mementos to Bruce's family. Jerry, TAA Newsletter Editor] 
 

Jerry..........What a small world we live in!!!!  I remember a 
couple of Beesley families in Norwood, one at Newark and 
Ardmore and another at Newark and Avondale, but didn't 
realize that your house was also a Beesley family.  You must 
be in your 50's now so I would have been much older, so it's 
not surprising that we never met.  Debi and John, my 2 chil-
dren, were living with my parents and me after my first wife 
died in 1959, and then we moved to California in 1963 when 
Marcia and I were married.  You're right about Mom being 
involved with Camp Fire Girls, since both of my sisters were 
CFG's and my Mom was their leader.  Also, my Dad was on 
the Chicago Board of CFG's for many years and then on 
the National Board for several years. 
  

Thanks for the addresses for Lois and Bruce.  I'll be sure to let 
you know if I have any success in contacting their fami-
lies......Bud [Norton Wrisley - January 1953] 
[Bud,  I'm not as "young" as you think.   … I'm from the Taft class of June '62.  
My father (Ralph A. Beesley) grew up in the house on Newark and Ardmore 
(with the red tile roof).  His father was Ralph H. Beesley, and was the Presi-
dent of Beesley Realty in Irving Park, as was my father when he retired to 
Florida.  My father's siblings were Eugene, Elaine, Charles and Marjorie 
Beesley.  My great grandfather Alonzo Beesley lived on Hobart Ave, near the 

Vandenberg and Harper families, but that was before my time in Norwood.  
We moved there (behind your house) in 1955.  I'm not familiar with any 
Beesley family house on Avondale.  My Aunt Elaine married Robert (Bud) 
Schmook, whose grandparents ran the grocery store at the corner of Avon-
dale Circle and Nina, across from the Norwegian Old People’s Home. Thanks 
for the opportunity to reminisce.  Good memories of old Norwood.  Jerry 
(Beesley) Bloom Stephenson, TAA Newsletter Editor] 

 
To TAA: 
Thanks to TAN for the colorful photo of the 60th Reunion of 
the class of January 1952--the folks I knew so vividly for four 
years. We were a small midyear class--some 98, as I recall. 
Now I count 23 in the photo.  Sorry I didn't make it 24. Oh 
well, wait 'til next year! 
  

Some of us are becoming fans of the aging process. Some 
guru said that age 70 was the new 60, but 80 is coming. 
We will soon become our parents. We will soon become car-
toons. But soon our generation will have medical marijuana 
and concealed carry! 
  

I recall singing in Mrs. Andrews merry musical Spanish class:  
"Yo no tengo Marijuana que fumar..."   (I don't have pot for 
my smokes).  As always the role of merry pedagogue, that 
Mrs. Andrews! 
  

Reunions evoke all kinds of musical and poetic lines to ease 
the aging process:  like, The Kerry Dancers--" "...how I wished   
they would play forever...On and on and on and on...." Or, 
"Jennie Kissed Me" ...Time thou thief...." And "Do you Re-
member...Ben Bolt..?"  Of which I found a parody--no, I did 
not write it. The original ending is,  " And of all of the boys 
who were schoolmates then, Ben Bolt--there are only you 
and I (Twilight Zone).  But the parody is more upbeat:  "And 
all of the kids who were schoolmates then, Ben Bolt, ...have 
moved up to Wisconsin!" 
  

We are bound for that Wisconsin farm, where our dogs, and 
some cats, have been sent. 

 John Heinz (January 1952) 
 

To Paulette, 
My brother graduated in 1960 and is listed in memory lane :0 
he is very much alive living in Phoenix AZ. And was one of the 
greaser pals of Jim Jacobs :). His name is Robert Koepke. 
Thank you so much-- 

Pamela Koepke-Kurke (1976) 
[Pam, we are delighted that we have not lost Robert after all.  The error has 
been corrected.  (Sometimes people see a name they recognize in the obituar-
ies and assume it was their classmate.)  I see that neither you nor Robert are 
current TAA members, so I'm attaching a membership form in the hope that 
you will both join us.  As Robert is in Phoenix, we'll look forward to meeting 
him at the annual Southwest Taft Reunion Picnic in March.  Paulette English, 
TAA Web Editor] 
 

To whom this may concern, 
My name is Kellie McAvoy, old friend and classmate of Susan 
Murphy Milano. Thank you for your kind words on her. She 
had touched and helped many people. I just wanted to cor-
rect the confusion on when she graduated. It was class of 
1978 with me. 
 

I am also the cousin of "Terry Kath" and have worked on oth-
er support projects with Faro and Ralph Tagliaotto regarding 
Terry's name getting on the wall of fame and concerts of the 
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past.  I am recently in the school supporting my 9 year old 
niece who is on the swim team. I walk up and down the halls 
of "TAFT", waiting patiently for the committee to put my 
cousins name up on the wall of fame. Terry's death was a 
tragic accident and I think that is a crime itself with out peo-
ple judging the situation that happened... Terry made amaz-
ing music and as you all know his music lives on and on.... I 
think if you are going to allow future tribute concerts in the 
house at "TAFT" than he needs to be up on the wall of fame. 
His name belongs up on our school 's wall finally. 
 

TERRY KATH - His life has been a musical inspiration to many 
of the youth and to many fans.... This issue needs to be final-
ized, and put to rest. 

Kellie McAvoy (1978) 
[Kellie, thank you for updating us with Susan's year of graduation.  With 
regard to induction into the Hall of Fame, there is a point system based on 
scholastic pursuits, vocational pursuits, contributions to community and 
country, meritorious recognition, significant philanthropic involvement, etc. 
 Your cousin, as well as other nominees, did not garner as many points as the 
finalists reviewed by a panel of five judges, but his name may be resubmitted 
for the next induction.  The Hall of Fame is now electronically housed in a 
special kiosk located in the library, as wall space in the school was at a pre-
mium. Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 
 

Kay or Jerry: 
Some old Taftities in the mid 80s having a great time remi-
niscing about our high school days.   It can’t be that long ago. 

Barb Loeschen (January 1946) 
 

 

Class of January 1946 - L-R:  Carol (Kelgard) DaValle, Bonnie 
(Weidman) Nugent, Gene Nugent, Barbara (Lawton) 
Loeschen, Rosemary (Brabec) Isberner 

 

 

Hi, Jerry,  
I just came across this photo [above] of my mother Jane 
(Jewell) Zemaitis, June '43, taken at Taft around 1941.  She 
was her homeroom's business manager in Room 221.  History 
repeated itself when I, too, became business manager...in 
Room 221.  

Paulette (Zemaitis) English (1967) 

 
Paulette (Zemaitis) English and 
Jane (Jewell) Zemaitis - c. 1994 

 

To TAA: 
Just a note.  The newsletter is really spot on and is loaded 
with memories and more memories.  I particularly enjoyed 
reading about Terry Kath.  Terry was 2 years younger than I 
was and my memories of him were not from school.   Terry 
and his older brother, Rodney, lived at the end of Leonard 
Avenue, and his house was a mere block away from mine. 
 My memory of Terry was that he was a part of our nightly 
games of American Eagle in the clearing near the forest pre-
serve on Leonard Avenue.. For those of you who are not fa-
miliar with American Eagle, it is a game that is very similar to 
Red Rover.  We chose 2 teams and one team would call a 
member of the other team to try to run and break through 
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the "chain" of held hands on the opposite side.  We would 
gather nightly and play until dark.    
 

I cannot remember when I first became aware that Terry was 
the lead guitarist in the band Chicago, but I have always felt a 
certain pride that he was one of my neighbors, a play friend 
and a Taft classmate. 

Phyllis Miller (June 1962) 
 

Jerry: 
 Thank you for the George Fillebrown (June 1940) infor-
mation about his passing.    
BTW, I don't qualify as a true born in the south redneck.  I 
was a month old when my father moved us to Florida to fur-
ther recover from WWI Gas and combat wounds H e bought 
property and started an orange grove by grafting sweet or-
ange cuttings onto sturdy sour orange root stock.  He lived 
long enough to see his first saleable crop come on.  We 
moved back to Chicago when I was 7 but I still claim to be a 
son of the South. Our grove was on the edge of a state forest 
not far from Silver Springs and the grove was destroyed 
sometime in the late 30's when a huge forest fire swept 
through the area. Over the years I have visited the site and 
have spoken to a few folks who remember us.  I think the last 
time there [were] watermelons growing there. How ever, I 
still remember the sweet Satsuma tangerines and the tangy 
Cumquats and persimmons.  (And the Guava jelly that my 
mother put up).  Thanks again for stimulating some fond 
memories.  

Frank Zemaitis (June 1940)  
 

Jerry:  
I met a former Chicagoan the other day and he told me he's a 
Taft grad.  Made me think of my friend Dick [Thornton, Janu-
ary 1957], a Taft Hall of Famer, so I checked in on the Taft 
alumni site.  I noticed that there could perhaps stand to be a 
few updates to his bio. So I contacted him and got some new 
information (below) and a new photo.  I'm sending to you as 
the site indicates you're the right recipient. You can replace 
the current copy and photo with what's here.  

J. D. Vercett  
P.S. My relation to Taft is that I grew up in the Chicago suburb 
of Lockport and we had a Taft grade school (that I did not 
attend).  I went to Lockport High School.  And of course, my 
other Taft connection is that I know Coach Thornton!  I've 
known Dick for quite a while and attended his induction into 
the THOF, as he couldn't get in from the Philippines.  The 
Coach is a unique spirit and that photo perfectly captures his 
joie di vivre!   JDV 

--------------------------- 
 

On the football field for Taft High under Coach Joe Kupcinet, Dick 
Thornton became a legend as a talented, versatile athlete for his 
running, passing, punting and tackling skills. As a senior, he was 
named to the Illinois All-State squad and then was honored as the 
city of Chicago’s Most Valuable Prep player in 1956.  At Northwest-
ern University he played quarterback, free safety and on all special 
teams for HC Ara Parseghian, helping bring the Wildcats back to Big 
Ten prominence and ultimately earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in the spring of 1961, majoring in Speech Communication and Jour-
nalism. 
 

Dick turned pro that same year, eventually starring on both defense 
and offense for 12 years with the Winnipeg Blue Bombers (61-66) 
and the Toronto Argonauts (67-72) in the Canadian Football League. 
After a year of working for the Toronto Sun tabloid newspaper, he 
came back for one more season as captain the Memphis Southmen 
of the new World Football League.  
 

His leadership helped the team to a league best 17-3 record and 
Divisional Title in 1974. As a side note, he was elected to the Blue 
Bomber Hall of Fame in1988, was named to the All Time-All Star 
Team as one of the best 28 players in CFL history in 1993 and just 
last year was featured in a one hour Canadian TV documentary 
about the 1971 Argo Grey Cup team.  After his brilliant pro career as 
a professional athlete, he became the Media Director of the WFL's 
Hawaiians until the League's demise in October of 1975.  Moving 
back to Tennessee, Dick became the Athletic Director and Head 
Football Coach at Southwestern At Memphis College, winning two 
Conference Championships and being nationally ranked in NCAA 
Division III in 1977. That year, his team amassed an incredible 9-1-1 
season - a school record that has yet to be broken.  
 

With the coaching environment rapidly changing, Dick decided to 
shift gears and explore opportunities in the fields of Corporate Busi-
ness. In 1979, he accepted a position within Delta KMA Division of 
the Kroger Food Company in Merchandising Services, yet a year 
later, was lured away by The Coca Cola Company because of his 
motivational, training and coaching skills.  He began that career with 
Coke USA Bottler Operations, then three years later - joined the 
International side of the business, moving to Sydney, Australia with 
CC South Pacific. In 1985 he transferred to CC Europe based in Lon-
don, England, honing his skills all over the Continent and soon be-
came known as the Coca-Cola Coach because he loved being out in 
the marketplace.  He finally returned to Atlanta HQ's in 1992 to cre-
ate and direct a program which was called 'Leadership for Market-

place Excellence' - 
specifically designed 
to quickly enhance 
the development of 
global managers 
though which re-
quired many long 
distance flights on a 
regular basis to Eu-
rope, South America 
Africa and Asia.   
 

Unfortunately, the 
Company philosophy 
began drifting away 
from marketplace 
execution and tired 
of travelling, he 
gambled on early 
retirement in 1994 
to became an inde-
pendent contract 
consultant to Coca-
Cola Bottlers in SE 
Asia, Over the next 
six years, he com-
pleted successful 
marketing, sales 
training and mer-

chandising projects 
in Hong Kong, India, 

Korea, China, Japan, Guam, Saipan, Malaysia, Singapore, Nepal, Vi-

Dick Thornton (Jan. 1957) today 
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etnam, the Philippines, Thailand and Cambodia.  He then branched 
out for a while assisting other FMCG companies such as Tiger Beer, 
Seagram's Wines & Spirits, Al-Rabie Saudi Juices, the Empresas Polar 
Group in Venezuela and Eukanuba Pet foods. Coach's final assign-
ment before enjoying a life of leisure on the golf course was being 
the Senior Advisor to the COO of Coca-Cola Bottlers Philippines from 
2007-2011.  
 

All in all he's worked in 78 countries, territories and islands around 
the world.  He also kept up his writing skills as a columnist for Bever-
age World Magazine/New York for ten years in the 90's and with the 
Bangkok Post newspaper in Thailand from 2002-2008.  He now does 
a weekly e-mail Newsletter during the NFL season and continues to 
work on his biography. At 73, he calls Makati City-Metro Manila, the 
Philippines his home, spending quality time at the computer while 
raising his 7 year old daughter, Ashleigh - who is quite the athlete 
herself. 
[Ed. Note:  Thanks for your submission, J.D., but we need to keep our bios 
similar in keeping with each other.  We, appreciate your additional info to 
share with all current TAA members.  J. Bloom Stephenson, TAA Newsletter 
Editor] 

 

Upcoming Taft Production 
 

The Taft Drama Department kicked off its 2013-14 season with Os-
car Wilde’s classic comedy, “The Importance of Being Earnest,” Oct. 
16-19.  Director William Skar reports that they are adding a winter 
production, “East of Angelis,” Dec. 4-7. 
These productions are open to the public. Check Taft’s web site for 
further details. 
 

This year, Taft will also enter a submission to the Illinois Thespian 
Festival. 

 

Riverview Park History 
Thanks to John Prochaska (June 1961) for sending us this bit 
of fun for reminiscing.   He says, ”The link below is quite a 
site. It takes you to a super web site of the Fenger HS Class of 
'59. The main thing that comes up is an extensive Riverview 
document. But that's only part of a far bigger website pre-
pared by someone from Fenger HS. The Riverview History is 
not only the longest I've ever seen but the most thoroughly 
done --- ever. Way beyond any similar Riverview site. That 
link is: http://www.fengerjune1958.com/ member_ sur-
vey_form.cfm?SurveyID=15049  -- BUT there much, much 
more accessible at the menu at the left.  
“The menu has some things available to ‘members only’ but 
other things are freely available. Examples include: ‘Radio 
Premiums’ and ‘Hear Old Radio Again’ and "1958 History / 
Videos".   All pretty amazing. The ‘Hear Old Radio Again’ takes 
you to another site with lots and lots of recordings of entire 
old radio programs.  
“The FengerOpoly is interesting and includes some selectable 
music but there's considerable time lag to start and pause a 
selection.  The ‘For Fifties Folks’ section goes on and on and 
on.  There is way too much to absorb.” 
 

First Ford Mustang owner still 
has the keys 49 years Later 

The launch of an iconic sports car in today's world often 
comes with a bidding war to be first in line; witness NASCAR 

team owner and car dealer Rick Hendrick paying $1 million 
last year for the rights to own the first 2014 Chevy Corvette 
Stingray. But when the Ford Mustang was launched in 1964, 
Ford went to great lengths to keep the car under wraps as 
part of its launch. It was just a 22-year-old teacher's good luck 
that let her become the first Ford Mustang owner — a car 
that's still in her garage nearly five decades later. 
 

The way Gail Wise tells it, she was just looking for a car to get 
her to her first job out of college, and was growing tired of 
her parents' '57 Ford Fairlane, when she went to Johnson 
Ford in Chicago. After a tour of the showroom turned up 
nothing of interest, the salesman said “I’ve got something in 
the back that's really new" — a light blue Mustang converti-
ble, fully loaded with a 260 V-8 and a power top. 
 

After some family wheeling-dealing that included the trade-in 
of a '58 Chevy for $400, Wise drove the Mustang home on 
April 15, 1964 — two days before Ford president Lee Iacocca 
would officially unveil the car to a crowd at the World's Fair in 
New York. 
 

"I just wanted a new car, and was tickled pink to have it," 
Wise told Yahoo Autos. "I didn't know everyone was waiting 
for that car." 
 

She soon found out just how popular the Mustang was, espe-
cially with a young woman behind the wheel; she was often 
flagged down by curious onlookers: "Everyone was staring at 
me and waving at me." 

 
Life otherwise went on; Gail married Tom Wise (January 
1959) in 1966, the couple raised four children, but held onto 
the Mustang, which later became Tom's daily driver. Chicago 
winters burned some rust through the fenders; mechanical 
problems added up and eventually the Wises parked the 
Mustang, with Tom Wise expecting to tackle the repairs at 
some point, just as soon as he found the time. 
That was 1979. The Mustang would sit for the next 27 years. 
"I was always under the impression I would use it as a retire-
ment project," said Tom Wise. 
 

"He built an addition onto the two-car garage so we could 
keep the Mustang in there," said Gail Wise. 
 

It wasn't until their children were grown and retirement was 
close in hand, around 2006, that Tom Wise oversaw the Mus-
tang's restoration. Sheltered neglect meant most of time's 
damage was limited to the body panels; the engine and inte-
rior needed relatively minor work. All of which still took four 
years.     [continued on page 9] 

Tom Wise and Family 
 

http://www.fengerjune1958.com/member_survey_form.cfm?SurveyID=15049
http://www.fengerjune1958.com/member_survey_form.cfm?SurveyID=15049
http://autos.yahoo.com/photos/the-first-ford-mustang-sold-slideshow/
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Class Notes 

 
 

To all TAA members, 

Your Class Notes section here includes both TAA 
new members and renewals, when received and when space per-
mits.  If you don’t provide new information, we reprint what we 
currently have on file for you.  If you want your name to include 
“other” special details, you need to include that information when 
you send in your dues with the form as shown on the inside of the 
last page of this newsletter. 

1940s 
Ralph Larson (January 1941) lives in Chicago and is retired. 
William Ruehl (June 1941) married Marie (Hauck) (January 

1941); they live in Elgin, IL, have 2 children, 4 grandchil-
dren and he is a retired development engineer. 

Ruth (Lehmann) Smith (June 1943) lives in Park Ridge, IL, has 
1 child and is a retired assistant Vice President, insurance 
administrator. 

Vivian (Winkates) Borman ( June 1945) graduated from 
Mundelein College BS 1949, lives in Framingham, MA, has 
4 children, 5 grandchildren and is retired. 

Dorothy (Vodvarka) Hincks (June 1945) graduated from Cal 
State BA 1982, lives in Yorba Linda, CA and is retired from 
registration at Anaheim Convention Center. 

Shirley (Mack) Mc Cormick (June 1947) lives in Park Ridge, IL, 
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren and 
is a retired bookkeeper. 

Marilyn (Hanisch) Wennerstrom (June 1947) lives in Des 
Plaines, IL, has 3 children, 1 grandchild and is retired. 

Donald Dahlke (June 1948) graduated from Northwestern BA 
1950, lives in Rosemont, IL, has 3 children, 8 grandchil-
dren and is a retired plumbing contractor. 

Joan (Busch) Long (June 1948) lives in Holland, MI and Sur-
prise, AZ, has 3 children, 6 grandchildren, 6 great grand-
children and is retired. 

Barbara (Burgis) Zuegel (January 1949), graduated from 
Millikin BA 1953, lives in Park Ridge, IL, has 2 children, 2 
grandchildren and is a retired teacher. 

Raymond Godzicki (June 1949) lives in Chicago, has 2 chil-
dren, 2 grandchildren and is retired from AT&T. 

Joan (Schwarek) Orr (June 1949), lives in Palm Desert, CA, has 
4 children, 5 grandchildren and is a semi-retired realtor. 

1950s 
Herbert Werner (January 1950) graduated from Northwest-

ern BS 1953, U of CA PhD 1964, lives in St Louis, MO, has 2 
children, 3 grandchildren and is a retired professor. 

Ruth (Egeland) Witthoeft (January 1950) lives in Unionville, 
CT, has 1 child and is retired. 

Patricia (Ryan) Michalski (June 1950) graduated from Wright 
1972, lives in Oak Park, IL, has 6 children, 12 grandchil-
dren, 1 great grandchild and is retired after working for 3 
Chicago Mayors, the Cook County Treasurer and 2 gover-
nors.  Pat is also a member of our TAA Hall of Fame. 

Joanne (Closset) Steinmetz (June 1950) lives in Crystal Lake, 
IL, has 5 children, 5 grandchildren and is retired. 

John Augustine (June 1951) graduated from Chicago Techni-
cal College BSEE 1959, lives in Arlington Hts, IL, has 1 
child, 2 grandchildren and is a retired electrical engineer. 

Charlene (Johnson) Hurt (June 1951) lives in Huntley, IL and is 
a retired secretary. 

Ray Black (January 1952) lives in Guttenberg, IA, has 9 chil-
dren, 25 grandchildren & is a retired plumbing contractor. 

Gordon Schiefelbein (January 1952) married Barbara (Gliot) 
(January 1954); he graduated from US Merchant Marine 
Academy, Barbara graduated from Beloit College BS 1958. 
They live in Lake St Louis MO, have 5 children, 8 grand-
children. Gordon is a retired flight simulator instructor 
and Barbara is retired from retail/accounting. 

Richard Hathaway (June 1952) graduated from U of I BSME 
1957, lives in Groveland, CA, has 3 children, 7 grandchil-
dren. He is retired while having a small museum of an-
tique fishing tackle and collects and repairs old golf clubs 
and woodworking tools. 

Louise (Van DeMerkt) Lowry (June 1952) lives in Mundelein, 
IL, has 3 children, 10 grandchildren and is retired. 

Anita (Nehring) Petersen (June 1952) lives in Elk Grove, IL, 
has 3 children and is a retired secretary. 

William Bruhn (January 1953) lives in Rosemont, IL.  He has 2 
children, 3 grandchildren and is a retired tool & die mak-
er. 

James Fizzell (January 1953) graduated from U of I BS 1957, 
MS 1962, lives in Park Ridge, IL, has 6 children, 14 grand-
children, 11 great grandchildren and is a retired horticul-
turist.  He co-authored 10 books, authored 16 books on 
gardening and hosts TV shows on WGN and WYLL radio. 

Janet (Anderson) Mills (January 1953) graduated from IA 
State BS 1957, IA Cert. Ed 1969, lives in Decatur, GA, has 2 
children, 4 grandchildren and is a retired teacher. 

Rich Albrecht (June 1953) graduated from Beloit College BA 
1957, lives in Fountain Hills, AZ and Lake Geneva, WI, has 
3 children, 6 grandchildren and is retired. 

Barbara (Edwards) Freitag (June 1953) lives in Joliet, IL, has 4 
children, 11 grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren and is a 
retired secretary. 

Marjorie (Nugent) Claeson (June 1954) lives in Inverness, IL, 
has 2 children, 7 grandchildren and is a co-owner of a 
manufacturing rep. business. 

Charles Goonrey (June 1954) graduated from Northeastern 
BA 1958, Law 1961, lives in Camp Hill, PA, has 2 children, 
5 grandchildren and is a retired attorney. 

Kenneth Motzny (June 1954) graduated from Purdue BS 
1959, lives in Rockford, IL, has 3 children, 8 grandchildren 
and is retired. 

Kathleen (Miller) Dass (January 1955) lives in Mc Henry, IL, 
has 6 children, 11 grandchildren and is a retired master 
gardener. 

Erv Janis (June 1955) lives in Chicago, has 3 children, 3 grand-
children and is a semi-retired plumbing contractor. 

Mary (Pastuszka) Sikorski (June 1955) lives in Mundelein, IL 
and 4 months in Pine Island, FL, has 4 children, 8 grand-
children and is retired. 

Marilyn (Treadway) Armentrout (January 1956) graduated 
from U of Chicago BS 1959, lives in Irvine, CA, has 4 chil-
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dren, 12 grandchildren and is a retired personnel coordi-
nator at U of CA. 

Raymond Schiefelbein (January 1956) graduated from Ripon 
College BA 1960, Concordia BA MDiv 1972, U of WI D Min 
1972, lives in Blue Springs, MO, has 1 child, 2 grandchil-
dren and is a retired Pastor. 

Richard Dencer (June 1956) graduated from IIT BS, UY of I 
MS, lives in Burlington, IL, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren 
and is retired from IDOT as a freeway traffic engineer. 

Richard Miller (June 1956) graduated from U of So FL BA 
1968, lives in Oxford, NC, has 2 children, 6 grandchildren 
and is retired. 

Carole (Lewis) Lanka (January 1957) lives in Huntley, IL, has 2 
children, 5 grandchildren and is a retired medical claims 
processor. 

Priscilla (Deck) Woodworth (June 1957) lives in Des Plaines, 
IL, has 4 children, 7 grandchildren and is retired. 

Richard Lutz (June 1958) graduated from Northwestern BS 
1963, lives in Barrington, IL, has 5 children, 7 grandchil-
dren and is retired from sales. 

Sharon (Hinds) Nystrom (June 1958) lives in Westlake Village, 
CA, has 2 children, 2 grandchildren and is retired. 

Sharon (Carlier) Dompke (June 1959) lives in Chicago, has 2 
children, 5 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild and is re-
tired. 

1960s 
Bob Speckmann (January 1960) married Judy (Kolpek) (Janu-

ary 1960); he graduated from U of I BS 1965 and they live 
in Deerfield, IL, have 3 children, 3 grandchildren and Bob 
is an architect.  

Richard Swanson (January 1960) graduated from IIT BS 1964, 
Northeastern MA 1968, OH State PhD 1972, lives in Liver-
pool, NY, has 1 child and is retired from teaching.  He had 
2 math textbooks published in 1986. 

Connie (Raczka) Baldacci (June 1960) lives in Boynton, FL, has 
2 children, 3 grandchildren and is a retired moissanite 
jewelry trunk show rep. 

Holly (Nielsen) Rogers (January 1961) graduated from North 
Park BA 1966, lives in St Helena, CA, is a retired 
bookkeeper and volunteer community band manager. 

Allan Stromsta (January 1962) graduated from Northern BA 
1967, Chicago State MS 1974, lives in Shorewood, IL, has 2 
children, 1 grandchild and is a retired corrections assistant 
supervisor. 

Craig Sabey (June 1962) lives in Peoria, IL and is retired from 
the Illinois Department of Transportation. 

John Alley (January 1963) lives in Green Valley, AZ, has 2 chil-
dren, 2 grandchildren and is the retired president of Cres-
cent Cardboard Co. 

Rick Monahan (January 1963) graduated from IL Wesleyan 
BA 1967, U of MO MA 1969, lives in Phoenix, AZ and is a 
retired insurance analyst. 

Camille (Shelly) Kosieniak (June 1963) lives in Lexington, KY, 
has 5 children, 7 grandchildren and is a housewife. 

Diana (Rhodes) West (June 1963) lives in Thomson, IL, has 5 
children, 6 grandchildren and is a shop manager of a non-
profit organization and pianist at husband’s church. 

Alan Heyn (January 1964) graduated from U of I BS 1968, 
Penn State MS 1970, U of MD PhD 1976, lives in Damas-
cus, MD, has 3 children and is a chemistry professor at 
Montgomery College. 

Daniel Noon (June 1964) lives in Niles, IL and is a retired de-
tective from Chicago PD, now an investigator for the Cook 
County State’s Attorney. 

Christine (Przybylo) Payton (June 1965) graduated from U of 
I BA 1969, lives in Schaumburg, IL, has 3 children, 6 grand-
children and is an office manager. 

Lynn Ostfeld (June 1966) graduated from U of I BA 1970, MA 
1972, John Marshall Law JD 1985, lives in Chicago and is 
an attorney owning her practice with an associate office 
in France. 

Lawrence Newmann (June 1967) graduated from IL College 
of Podiatry, lives in Boca Raton, FL, has 2 children, 5 
grandchildren and is a doctor of podiatric medicine and 
professor at FL Atlantic U. 

James Schroeder (June 1967) graduated from Luther College 
BS 1971, Medical College of VA MS DDS 1976, lives in 
Richmond, VA, has 6 children, 5 grandchildren and is a re-
tired dentist. 

Avis (Thornton) Walker (June 1967) graduated from North-
eastern BA 1974, lives in Glenview, IL, has 5 children and 
is in management. 

Chuck Wirtanen (1968) graduated from Northeastern BS 
1972, Northern MS 1985, lives in Scottsdale, AZ and is a 
retired teacher and coach. 

1970s 
Linda (Cloud) Musial (1970) graduated from Western BA 

1974, lives in Mt Prospect, IL, has 2 children and is a 
housewife. 

Peggy (Martin) Betzel (1971) graduated from U of AR BS 
1979, lives in Charlotte, NC, has 2 children and is a dental 
hygienist clinical instructor. 

Pamela (Galla) Klein (1971) lives in Barrington, IL, has 2 chil-
dren, 3 grandchildren and is a nail technician/massage 
therapist. 

Barbara (Moe) Le Master (1971) graduated from Western BS 
1975, lives in Naperville, IL, has 2 children, 3 grandchil-
dren and is a part time custom picture framer. 

Linda (Ernst) Tessendorf (1971) graduated from Wright AA 
1973, lives in Loudon, TN, has 1 child and is retired. 

Pam (Borek) Mc Donald (1973) graduated from UofI BS 1977, 
U of St Thomas MA 1985, lives in Lakeville, MN, has 4 
children, 5 grandchildren and is a gifted specialist teacher. 

Ron Turcotte (1977) lives in Stockton, CA and is the owner of 
Edison Park Vineyards in Lodi, CA. 

Gregg Lameka (1979) lives in Cary, IL, has 2 children, 1 grand-
child and is a re-marketing manager /East Coast for G.E. 
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But the project took on a new urgency when Tom Wise heard 
another Chicago resident claim to have bought the very first.   
"We dug up the old papers, and I found the one with April 
15th on it," Wise told Yahoo. "We drove up there and showed 
it to him, and he kind of did a double-take." 
 

After further consulting with Ford and Mustang owner 
groups, the Wises' convertible has been deemed the first 
Mustang sold to the public. After 49 years of ownership and 
just 68,000 miles, Gail and Tom Wise have no plans to part 
with it, and while it's not driven much, they're not keeping it 
under glass — giving rides to their grandchildren, or letting 
strangers get close at car shows. 
 

We'll have to sit down one day and get input from the kids 
and get an up to date appraisal," Tom Wise said. "If I was      
really concerned about the car, I'd never take it out of the 
garage." 

 
Gail Wise and her 1964 Mustang 

 
[This article, written by Justin Hyde from his Motoramic blog, can be found at:  

http://autos.yahoo.com/blogs/motoramic /first-ford-mustang-owner-still-keys-
49-years-123831938. html            Photos: Gail and Tom Wise]

 

74 years and counting 
In fall 2014, William Howard Taft High School will mark the 
75

th
 anniversary of its opening. 

 

We celebrated the school’s 50
th

 anniversary in 1989, and 
we’d like to make plans to have a similar celebration in 2014. 
We’d like to include alumni from as many of these eight dec-
ades of graduating classes as possible, to plan ways to repre-
sent these times of our lives.  
 

Alumni who still live in the Chicago area are invited to join a 
planning committee, which will be organizing later this year, 
to develop ideas for the anniversary with the school leader-
ship. We will be looking for memorabilia for exhibits, help 
with assembling multi-media presentations, and folks with 
memories which you would like to share. 
 

If this is of interest to you, please drop a note to the Taft 
Alumni Association, care of Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn 
Mawr Ave., Chicago IL 60631, Attention Anne Lunde, or email 
to alundewriter@gmail.com. 

 
 

TF Remembering Teach-

ers and Coaches 
(continued from page 1)   Elite 8 for the 
state finals in Pekin, Illinois, Ozaki 
drove down to be there to cheer on 
the Taft team. 
 

RUNNING THE HALLS WITH 
HORTON 
 For the first eight years he 
was at Taft, Roy Horton’s teaching 
assignments included both English 
literature and Latin language classes. 
He translated a motto from Latin for 
the audience, appropriate to the 
challenges of his other job, coaching 

the track team: “From the tough places up to the stars.” 
 “Keep fighting through the tough times to the cham-
pionship,” he recommended. 
 Horton was on the Taft faculty from 1962 to 1999. 
He coached track for most of those years.  
 The track team practiced inside, running six laps 
around the second floor halls in the old building to equal  
every mile. There were no girls’ sports when he started 
coaching, so the pole vaulters and the high and long jump 
competitors had no competition for space when they prac-
ticed in the second floor girls’ gyms.  
 Finding a safe landing surface for the jumpers was 
solved in an unusual way: “We found the Maidenform Bra 
company (based in Chicago) would give us a truck load of 
foam rubber,” he explained.      The shot put and discus 
throwers also practiced in the second floor gyms.  Jim 
Grabowski, class of June 1962, best known for his football 
career at Taft and in the pro leagues, was a city champ in 
these sports. They practiced in the small, 50 ft. long gym, 
Horton remembered, but then his team started throwing 55 
ft. He apologized for any dents in the walls. 
 A later top athlete from his teams was Dan Walsh, 
who was introduced in the audience. Horton said Walsh 
augmented his indoor training with runs around the track 
across the street at Norwood Park, and running thousands of 
miles over the summers. 
 Winge, Class of 1970 and Foundation president, re-
members Horton as an English teacher who inspired students 
to read well, write well and think well.”  He described his own 
challenges of being added to the Taft varsity team early, and 
inheriting the final leg on Taft’s four-man mile relay team in a 
key race. 
 Grabowski told the audience about the year when 
Taft’s track team was third in the state. Although he had won 
the city shot put championship, he remembered, in the state 
meet he was in the third flight of competitors, after many 
competitors. By then they weren’t even marking his left foot 

Roy Horton came to Taft to 
teach Latin (eight years) and 
English. He also took over 
coaching the track team from 
Charles Dobrath.  When every-
one else had left the building, 
his team practiced laps in the 
second floor hall and used the 
smaller gyms for practicing 
pole vaults and jumps. 

 

http://autos.yahoo.com/blogs/motoramic/first-ford-mustang-owner-still-keys-49-years-123831938.html
http://autos.yahoo.com/blogs/motoramic/first-ford-mustang-owner-still-keys-49-years-123831938.html
http://autos.yahoo.com/photos/the-first-ford-mustang-sold-slideshow/
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print when he landed. The star of their team that year was 
Larry Albertson (June 1961), he explained, and Albertson won 
everything at state. That brought Taft’s overall scores to-
wards the top. 
 Grabowski was also on Joe Kupcinet’s city champi-
onship football team. From his era on the Eagles football 
team, he noted, six players went on to play football profes-
sionally. 
 These days, Grabowski noted, there are assistant 
coaches to back up the coaches. In his years at the end of the 
1950s and early 1960s, he said, “Joe Kupcinet coached the 
football team himself.  Charles Dobrath coached the sopho-
more team himself.  Jack Rapper coached basketball… They 
set the foundations for us.”   
 

SPORTS AND GIRLS 
 For many years the intramural sports program was 
only for male students. Girls could be cheerleaders, or join 
the pom pom squads. 
 Several speakers remembered the shapeless girls’ 
gym uniforms – which ranged from the dark green sleeved 
styles of the late 1950s to the sleeveless pale blue one-pieces 
in the 1960s and 1970s. Some girls were inspired to join the 
Girls Athletic Association (GAA) and Leaders Gym, where they 
could wear much nicer uniforms. 
 Girls teams began to be established in the early 
1970s.
 

 History teacher Dick Lieberman (left) was remembered for teaching Law in 
American Society. Alan J. Schaps (second from left) taught history at the 
Branch, but helped to launch women’s sports at Taft by coaching girls bas-
ketball and softball.  On the right is Fran Volpe. 

 

 Alan J. Schaps, assigned in 1971 as a history teacher 
at the branch, arrived as student dress codes were eliminated 
around the country. He had long hair, a beard, and did not 
wear a suit and tie.  Of his 32 years of teaching at 10 high 
schools, he said, “Nothing compared to Taft.” He remembers 
the students with love. 
 Taft was just beginning to start team competition for 
girls, and he became an “unofficial” coach for girls in basket-
ball and softball.  “I’d never coached anything in my life,” he 
admitted. 
 For their first game, the Taft girls were scheduled 
against Lane Tech. (While Lane has been a long-term Taft 
rival, it had just starting to accept female students). Schaps 
remembers that the Lane girls wore real uniforms, while the 
Taft team did not have printed jerseys. They had pinned 

numbers cut from felt onto their white T-shirts, and had to 
endure teasing at first. 
 “Lane laughed at us, and pointed at us… and we beat 
the  &#$@ out of them. Half-way through the first quarter, 
they stopped laughing.” 
 P.E. teacher Betty Betz came to Taft in 1970, and a 
few years later married English teacher Charles Kerkorian. 
She remembers her years at Taft as among the happiest of 
her career. 
 Gail Uhlar Murray, Class of 1974, remembered how 
important the “posse” of the female gym teachers were for 
the girls – a first defense and a place to go for support. “We 
did not want to disappoint them,” she explained. 
 Beverly Conrad, who coached the poms, was one of 
Uhlar’s role models. Conrad, (a Taft alumnae herself) was on 
the faculty at Taft between 1962 to 1982. 
 

Women’s sports teams arrived at Taft for the first time in the 1970s, so the 
female teachers added competitive sports to cheerleading and pom pom 
squads. From left to right are Beverly Conrad, former Pom Pom Squad 
members Sharon Kasluga Biernat ’74, Betty Betz Kerkorian, and Jan 
Ostromencki Savage ’74. Conrad and Ostromencki were both Taft gradu-
ates who returned to serve on the faculty and coach. 

 

 She remembered one time when the poms were 
supposed to get to Grandma Sally’s at 5 a.m. for an appear-
ance – in makeup, in uniform.  Physical education is the foun-
dation of everything we do in life, Conrad told the girls. “Eve-
ry girl turned up at 5 a.m.,” she added. 
 Conrad said Principal Sam Ozaki came to her and 
Betty Kerkorian when Title 9 started to change the way sports 
were handled in the schools. He told them he needed them 
to each teach an all-male  wrestling class, or the gym classes 

would have to be co-ed. Con-
rad explained the challenge 
to her husband, long-time 
Brooks Park supervisor Wally 
Conrad, and he volunteered 
to come every day to be her 
co-captain. He even agreed 
to do the same for Kerkori-
an’s class. 
 The big challenge 
came, Beverly Conrad ex-

plained, when they got to 
the end of the year. Ed 
Mitchell, who was Taft’s 

experienced wrestling coach, had another class, and the stu-
dents were pitted against each other. Both Conrad’s students 
and Kerkorian’s teachers beat Mitchell’s, Conrad reported. As 

Joanne Tyrell was the secretary for 
Principal Sam Ozaki. 
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Ozaki entered, Conrad recalls, she was shouting, “You’re 
pinned!” 
 

COUNSELORS 
 Not everyone real-
izes that Donald Giannetti 
began his 28-year career at 
Taft as a Spanish teacher. He 
is better 
known for his years as a 
counselor, long-time advisor 
to the Student Council, and 
an organizer for the Junior 
Proms. He admits his part of 
the counseling center was 
known as the office of “fun 
and games.”  
 Franco Zefferelli’s 
“Romeo and Juliet” was re-
leased just in time for the 
1970 class’s junior prom. 
The committee was inspired 
to get funeral arrangements 
for floral decorating. When 
St. Adalbert Cemetery 
agreed to let the students 
collect some flowers there, 

the students came back 
with crosses and hearts… 
They used the “Cage” (the 
newspaper office off the 
boys gym lobby) to set up a “wake” for Romeo and Juliet. 
 Principal John Graven was occasionally the target of 
teasing. He objected when one of the prom trellises and a 
tree appeared to be becoming permanent fixtures in the 
counseling office. Giannetti got help and sneaked them into 
the principal’s office. 
 For Dr. Graven’s 50

th
 birthday, Giannetti recruited 

students in utter secrecy to surprise him. Graven was carried 
through the halls on the shoulders of 
the football team, and the band played 
“Hail to the Chief.” The Learning Re-
source Center was named in his honor. 
 Gloria Herrick, a counselor 
from 1973 to 1993, remembers her 
time at Taft as a “wonderful 20 years.” 
She had come from Calumet High 

School…. “from a school I considered 
Hell to a school I considered Heaven.”

  

INSPIRING CLASSES 

 History teacher Dick Lieberman was recognized for 
the inspiration he gave to the Law in American Society clas-
ses, teaching case law and shaping students’ lives. He re-
membered the challenges of meeting 300 to 400 new stu-
dents each year… and said he was pleased to be included. 

 In his 27 years, English teacher John Brow inspired 
his students to explore different passions, from opera to 
baseball to clever repartee. Even when he was helping at the 
school box office, students remembered one might hear 
opera music playing in the background. 
 “I’m not going to sing,” Brow promised, but slipped 
in a punning defini-
tion for a Dickens 
Martini (no Olive ‘er 
Twist). He also re-
called watching Jim 
Grabowski going over 
the line to make a 
goal for Taft, but said 
the player never 
seemed to settle 
down to study in 
study hall.  
 Also there to 
be honored was for-
mer teacher Fran 
Volpe. 
 The foundation estimates that 150 alumni and 170 
students, parents and current faculty members attended. 
 

A Message of Thanks from 
Taft High School's Principal 

Mary Kay Cappitelli, Taft Principal 
On Saturday, October 5th, Taft High School experienced a 
wonderful event entitled "Honor Our Eagles," which cele-
brated the careers of several retired Taft Teachers and the 
legacy of Taft's athletic programs.  Nine retired Taft teachers 
were honored by hundreds of alumni, current teachers, par-
ents and students.  The event raised almost $6,000 to help 
the school repair the boys locker room, and I want to thank 
all of the alumni present for their generous donations to help 
Taft renew a very important part of the high school.  Over 
1,200 boys are in that locker room each week, ranging from 
the varsity football players to a brand new freshman experi-
encing his first P.E. course in high school.  It needs much re-
pair!  Through the efforts of the Taft High School Foundation, 
several dozen alumni are helping the entire administration 
and teaching staff of your alma mater improve and renew the 
locker room and other parts of the high school for the bet-
terment of the current students at Taft.   
 If you are able to make a donation to this cause, 
your generosity will be greatly appreciated.  We still need to 
raise several thousand dollars to complete the work that we 
expect to begin during the Winter Holiday break this Decem-
ber based on the funds raised by that time.  We are grateful 
to the entire alumni of Taft School and the TAA [Taft Alumni 
Association] for their support in this endeavor and to the Taft 
High School Foundation for providing all supporters of our 
school the opportunity to make tax-deductible donations to 
help us improve our school.  For those alumni that can and 
wish to donate please make your check payable to "Taft High 
School Foundation."  Donations can be sent to me at Taft 

Gloria Herrick served as 
a counselor, retiring in 
1991. 

Gail Uhlar Murray ’74, one of the after-
noon’s emcees, greets a favorite English 
teacher, John Brow. 

 

Don Giannetti brought his mother, 
99, to share the fun. Mr. Giannetti 
taught Spanish before his long stint 
as a popular Taft counselor and 
Student Council sponsor. 
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High School, 6630 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, 60631.  Important-
ly, as the officers of the Taft High School Foundation say, 
"Whatever you can afford to give is the exact amount Taft 
needs."  This is true! 
 Finally, my administration is organizing a committee 
of alumni, teachers, retired teachers and friends to create 
Taft High School's 75th Diamond Jubilee celebration next 
spring and fall.  Lots of plans/ideas are in the making includ-
ing a concert, a picnic, a football homecoming game, and 
even a dinner/dance, too.  If you wish to be involved with this 
committee please let my office know.  Thank you again for 
your kindness, your support, and your loyalty to Taft High 
School.  Remember, Go Eagles! 

 
 

In Our Memories 
 

"In  Our Memories" page on our web site now includes veterans with their 
branch of service and which conflict, if any, they were involved when that 
information becomes available.  Feel free to contact us with any updates or 
corrections.  We always appreciate your help to keep our files up to date. 
 

Frank Diederich, class of June 1942, passed away on Septem-
ber 28, 2012.  He served in the Navy during WWII.  
Roger Corinth, class of January 1947, passed away on July 1, 

2013 of pancreatic cancer. 
Carl Matarrese, class of January 1948, passed away on 

September 11, 2013.   He fought a long battle with cancer 
of the brain. 

James Estep, class of 1959, of Schaumburg IL and Spring Hill 
FL passed away in August, 2013.  

Sigrid Beckwith, class of June 1960, passed away on August 
28, 2013.  

Charlann Ella (Skoar) Schwan, class of June 1960, died July 
24, 2013 while touring in Moscow, Russia.  She was a for-
mer Lincolnshire trustee and was their Citizen of the year in 
1983.  She is the sister of Anders Skoar (January 1963). 

Danny Steven Albertson, class of June 1963, died June 21, 
2008 from a heart attack.  

Steven Alfred Thorstenson, class of June 1963, passed away 
on October 5, 2010 after a long battle with diabetes and it’s 
complications.  

Christine Figge, class of 1969, passed away around the fall of 
1969. 

James Loftus, class of 1969, passed away in spring of 1969. 
Roger Nowak, class of 1969, died in 1970. 
Bruce Kaminski, class of 1974, passed away August 14, 2013 

from cancer.  

 
Locker room inspires donations 
 Through Oct. 13, donations for the locker room ren-
ovations have exceeded $7,000, the Taft HS Foundation lead-
ers report. 
 Phase I is scheduled to begin over the winter holiday 
break, focusing improvements to the smaller locker rooms 
such as Varsity Football, Junior Varsity Football, Basketball 
and bathrooms. The second phase will focus on the main 

room in the boys locker room area. A third phase will add 
heavy duty epoxy paint on the entire locker room floor.  
 Any graduate who donates at least $100 to the 
cause will be allowed to have his or her name permanently 
placed on “their” locker in a locker room of their choice.  
 Can you remember where your gym locker was? If 
you don’t, they’ll be happy to find a locker where you can be 
honored.  Even more of a trivia question, do you remember 
the lock combination?   
 

Help Wanted 
to Fill Board Positions 

 

Don’t be shy! We know you have talents and skills, so in the 
spirit of volunteerism, please lend a hand to TAA.  
 

When Rich Lindberg (’71) steps down in November, we need 
a person to replace him on the TAA board.  Also, Joe Popp 
(’69) will be retiring and moving out of the Chicago area soon.  
Responsibilities include quarterly meetings to discuss and 
handle decisions on TAA business, or more often when major 
projects are being worked on.  Local persons preferred. 
 

Additionally, we need someone to share few duties with the 
web editor. This person will update the TAA website 
(www.taftalumni.org) as needed, so knowledge of common 
web language is a must. Paulette English (’67), web editor, 
and Kevin Krieger (’73), webmaster, will provide support. 
Contact them at eagleemail@taftalumni.org. 
 

If interested in serving in any of these positions, contact the 
people above or any other TAA board member SOON! 

 

BBC Aired “Grease” Story 
The BBC Radio 4 documentary “Grease Was Our World” aired 
in the United Kingdom on December 25, 2012.  Although the 
broadcast is not currently available on BBC iPlayer Radio, this 
link provides photos and background information: 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01pth5g.  We received 
this thank you from the producer... 
“Hello [TAA], 
“Everything went very well.  We hooked up with Jim [Jacobs] 
and a gaggle of Greasers and Pink Ladies in November.  Ironi-
cally, given how wonderfully helpful and kind you were in 
putting us in touch with all of the alumni, we ended up with a 
small cast of voices from that slightly older generation who 
could recall the time of the Goombahs, Ravens, etc. and of 
course Jim.  Had we the time then, the experiences of a 
broader cross section of Tafters would have made for a really 
interesting exploration of the world of teenage across those 
wildly changing decades but that's the way these things usu-
ally turn out. 
 “Once again your efforts on this were really appreci-
ated and hopefully it’s something Alan [Dein] and I return to 
again soon to tackle in more depth. 
 “Good luck with all the Alumni plans and cheers for 
being so helpful.  

 Mark Burman, Producer, BBC Radio 
“P.S. I think we ate too many Parses for comfort!” 

http://www.taftalumni.org/Memorials/In_Our_Memories.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01pth5g


 

Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2013   www.taftalumni.org      Page 13 

 

 TAA Merchandise Order Form 

Qty Item Specifics Price Each Total Price 

  
 Windbreaker—blue nylon drawstring bottom  
 printed with white TAA logo  

Medium Only $25.00 
  $  

  
 Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”  
 with full-color eagle 

One Size Fits 
All 

$15.00 
  $  

  
 Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray  
 “You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride” 

---- $  3.00 
  $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo Medium $10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
Large 

$10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
X-Large 

$10.00   $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
XX-Large $12.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XXX-Large $12.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo  Medium $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo X-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo XX-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - Taft Alumni Logo XXX-Large $40.00   $  

   Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year) Year:  $30.00   $  

   Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00    $ 

Total Remitted       $  

  

 Name (please print):  Grad Month/Year: 

 Address: 

 City/State/ZIP:  Phone:  (          ) 

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:   

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

Please use a separate order form for separate addresses. 

 

Yearbook Inventory 
 Some years are hard to keep in supply.  All requests are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  As of today, we have the 
following yearbooks for purchase: 1940 (1), 1942 Jun (1), 1943 Jun (1), 1946 Jun (1), 1961 (1), 1963 (1),  1985 (24), 
1986 (47), 1987 (76), 1990 (52), 1991 (9), 1992 (132), 1993 (5), 1994 (57), 1995 (183), 1996 (65), 1997 (52), 1998 
(154), 1999 (151), 2000 (351), 2001 (123), 2003 (76), 2004 (77), 2005 (56), 2006 (40), 2007 (40), 2008 (40).   
 

Time to Renew?!! 
 

 Thanks to all who read our plea about keeping current with your membership.  If you 
receive the newsletter electronically, you’ll find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have lapsed.  If you 
receive the newsletter by post, check your address label for your year of graduation above the eagle logo on the back page.   Is it 
correct?  Also, check the expiration date of your current membership with the Taft Alumni Association located just below the gradu-
ation date.  
 Membership rates were reviewed by your TAA Board and determined there was NOT a need to increase dues this year.  
However, if your expiration date is close, we urge you to sit down NOW, complete the membership form on the next page and write 
out a check for $15 or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same address.  You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled 
with opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and alumni programs.  Be sure to use the application on the 
following page to share with us the latest updates in your life.   
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Taft Alumni Association 
Membership Application 

 

Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the newsletter’s Class Notes.    

Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership.   We will not publish your address or phone number. 
 

*First Name ( PLEASE PRINT) 

      
* Last Name at Graduation 

      

* Current Last Name 

      

*Home Street Address 

      

*City 

      

*State 

      

*ZIP 

      

Home Phone 

      

Email Address  

      

*Month/Year You Graduated 

      

Name of Spouse  
      

Year Married  
      

Month/Year if Spouse is a Taft Grad 

      

Number of Children 

      

Number of Grandchildren 

      

Schools of Higher Learning, Degrees, Year of Graduation 

      

Occupation 

      

Elementary School Graduated From 

      

Other news you’d like to share 

      

  I wish to be listed in the TAA Email Directory on the TAA website www.taftalumni.org 

You have three options for receiving the quarterly TAA Newsletter.  Please select one of the following: 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
postal service only 

  I wish to receive an e-newsletter by email 
to defray the costs of postage 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
email and by postal service 

Dues are $15.00 for a two year membership or $20.00 for an alumni couple (give spouse’s name if a Taft graduate). 

Enclosed is a check or money order for dues  
in the amount of    $15.00   $20.00 

  Enclosed is a check or money order donation 
in the amount of $       .00 

Please mail this completed application along with your check or money order to: 
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL  60631 

Autumn 2013 

 

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors 
 

 

Taft Alumni Newsletter 
www.taftalumni.org 

 
Kay (Carlson) Kuciak 
Anne Lunde 
Frank Heyer 
** 
John Prochaska 
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom 
      Stephenson 
 
Kevin Kreiger 
 
Paulette (Zemaitis) English 
 
Mike Hionis 
Judy Jacobsen 
Joe Popp 
Andrew Madsen 
Paul Madsen 
Arlene (Laufer) Ware 

William Skar 
Jim Hartford 

1963 
1969 
1948 
-- 
1961 
1962 
 
 
1973 
 
1967 
 
1968 
1970 
1966 
1969 
1971 
1960 
-------- 
1979 

President, Newsletter Assistant 
1

st
 Vice President, Historian 

2
nd

 Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Director, Newsletter Editor 
jerrybloom@fales.org 
(920) 559-7440 
Director, Webmaster 
webmaster@taftalumni.org 
Director, Web Editor 
eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Faculty Representative 
Assistant to Frank Heyer 

The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.   
 

Please address general correspondence and changes to: 
 

Taft Alumni Association 

6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

or email taftalum@cox.net 
 

Send photographs and articles for the next issue to: 
 

Jerry Bloom Stephenson 
 (note WINTER/SPRING address) 

2600 S.E. Ocean Blvd., Unit G-12 
Stuart, Florida 34996 

 or email jbbloom@charter.net 

 
Submission Deadline for the Fall Issue: 

December 31, 2013 

eNewsletter or TAA Email Directory Signup:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
mailto:taftalum@cox.net
mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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