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Precious Memories 
 

Sometimes the things we save from our years growing up are 
still precious… and sometimes we’re just not sure whether 

anyone else at home will care. Even when it’s about our years 

at Taft High School. 
 

Taft’s new principal, Mark Grishaber, not only cares, but 
he’s excited about making sure new generations at Taft get a 

chance to care too. 

 
He has asked the Taft Alumni Association to contact the 

alumni to see if some of you are ready to downsize or donate 

some memorabilia that can be displayed at the school. He’s 
hoping to eventually develop displays for each era at Taft.  

What might be out there? Letterman sweaters or jackets? 
Your class ring? Service awards (shields and chevrons)? 

Course books? Tardy slips? Prom bids? A picture of your 

steady? A stray textbook? WLS AM Radio hits list for the 
week? The transistor radio which played your favorite tunes? 

Matchbook covers or napkins from a place you hung out? 
(Please remove the matches before mailing). Your autograph 

hound (the stuffed dachshund that your friends signed)? An 

old Ral Donner ‘60 45 RPM record you can’t play anymore, 
or maybe a 33 RPM recording of Walter Freedman’s  

(continued on page 12) 

 

75th Anniversary Dinner Story 
By Anne Lunde (1969) 

The Taft High School Foundation gathered close to 380 people 

Sept. 27 for dinner at the Ridgemoor Country Club to salute 
Taft’s 75th anniversary, and to raise funds to benefit additional 

renovation work at the school. 

 
It was a first opportunity for many to meet Principal Mark 

Grishaber, who started at the school this summer, and 
Foundation President Rick Winge ’70, who served as emcee 

for the evening.  

 

 
The Taft Local School Council was represented. Lisa 

Schweiger (left) currently chairs the LSC. Ted Pirpiris 

(right) chaired it through 2013. His wife, Cleo (center), 

was active in reestablishing the Taft PTSA. 
 

Also greeting the audience was the event’s committee 
chairman, Goran Davidovac ’96, who served as student 

member of the Taft Local School Council his senior year and 

now serves as an LSC community representative. He 
remembered Taft as a place with great teachers, wonderful 

friends, and a place to provide inspiration for adult lives. 

Among the teachers he remembered was long-time English 
teacher Dan Lyons. 

 

 
Retired teachers chat during dinner, including Betty 

and Charles Kerkorian, Norm Bakall (later an assistant 
and acting principal) and Raffe Simonian. 

 
Lyons, in turn, remembered his first day as a young teacher 

55 years ago when he was assigned as a substitute for a 

teacher (due to be gone 3 to 5 weeks, the teacher never 
came back, and Lyons stayed). Lyons remembered that Miss 

Strandberg, another memorable English teacher, was on hall 
guard duty and demanded his student pass. When he 

explained he was to be faculty, she responded, “God, they’re 

making them younger and younger these days!” Rita 
Hanson, then the head of the department, told him to collect 

appropriate books for his sophomore and junior classes, but 
Julio Tiritilli came along and helped him find his way to the 

book room and figure out what American and British literature 

to carry back to the classroom.  
 

 
Retired office staffer Mickey McGuire, counselor Don 

Giannetti, and English teacher John Fitzpatrick head for 
the buffet table. 

 
Among those retired teachers and administrators also 

attending were: principal Dr. Arthur Tarvardian and his 

wife; former assistant principals Norm Bakall and Robert 
Goldberg, Anastasia Graven (widow of Principal Dr. John 

Graven); and teachers including John Fitzpatrick, Roy 
Horton, Charles and Betty Kerkorian, Leora Rink, Carol 

Fink, Raffe Simonian, Beverly Conrad and her husband, 

Wally, Patricia O’Keefe Daniels, Sherry Shapiro; and 
long-time office clerks Joanne Tyrell and Mickey McGuire.  

(continued on page 10) 
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Class of 1995 
Date:  August 7-8, 2015 

Place:  Evening Boat Cruise, School Tour, BBQ picnic 
Contact:  Jermaine J. Wesley” Day – 

jermaineday@yahoo.com -  or  
 Ala (Rychlik) Sen – bialaroza@juno.com -  or  

 Mark Humbert – mhumber76@yahoo.com 

Facebook:  “Taft Class of 1995” 

  
 

12th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-WEST 
Date:  Saturday, March 22, 2015 (11AM – 3PM) 

Place:  Sand Key Park, Clearwater, FL – Shelter #1) 

          (Note the new location!)  $5 parking fee) 
Pot Luck:  a food item to share (+ BYOB)  

Photo shoot:  2:30 pm 
Contact:  Leon Kathan (Jun ’56) 863-835-2211 

 leonkathan@yahoo.com 

         or Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (Jun ’62) 
920-559-7440 - jbbloom@charter.net 

  

 
 
 

2nd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-EAST 
Date: Saturday, April 18, 2015 - Noon - 4pm 
Place:  6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL  

(For those unable to attend the Florida west coast affair) 
Pot Luck:  a food item to share (+ BYOB)  

Contact:   Lynn (Morley) Martin (June ’57) 

lmml@sbcglobal.net - or 
   Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (June ’62) 

 jbbloom@charter.net   

 
 

5th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic ARIZONA 
Date:  March 22, 2015, 11 am – 3:30 pm 
Place: Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale, AZ  

Pot Luck:  Bring something to share; Brats $1 

BYOB: non-glass containers only 
Donation:  $3 per person, bring lawn chairs 

Kay Kuciak, taftalum@cox.net 
Paul Frizane, aztaftalumni@yahoo.com 
Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

 
 

2nd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic CALIFORNIA 
Date:  TBD 
Place: TBD 

Pot Luck:  a food item to share 

BYOB: non-glass containers only 
Donation:  $3 per person, bring lawn chairs 

Contacts: Paul Laudicina (June ‘61) 

longbeach1942@ gmail.com - or 
Mike Day (Jun ‘60) - michael91942@yahoo.com 

 

Grade School Reunion 
 

Garvy - Classes of January/June 1956 
Date:  July 25, 2015 (afternoon/evening) 
Place:  Foss Mansion, Lake Forest, IL 

Contact:  Phil Foss – philfoss@aol.com  
     or       Stu Dunn – smdunn19@sbcglobal.net 

 

St. Robert Bellarmine - Class of 1964 
Date:  November 9, 2014 
Place:  12:00 Mass at St. Robert Bellarmine Church 

            Private tour of the school after Mass 

            From there, White Eagle Restaurant,  
            6839 N. Milwaukee Avenue in Niles for a luncheon 

Contact:  Mary (Gorski) Casper, mcasper@foxvalley.net 

      or      Penny (Cibulka) Kosiek, p.kosiek@comcast.net 

 
 

Help Wanted 
to Fill Board Positions 

 

Don’t be shy!  We know you have talents and skills, so in the 

spirit of volunteerism, please lend a hand to TAA. 
 

With the recent passing of Andy 
Madsen (1969), and the retirement and 

moving out of the area of Joe Popp 
(1969), we have openings to fill and 

would love the opportunity to talk with 

you about how you can fit in.  
Responsibilities include quarterly 

meetings to discuss and handle 
decisions of TAA business, or more often 

when major projects are being worked 

on.  Local persons preferred. 
 

We need someone locally who will go to Taft weekly to pick 
up and sort the TAA mail, deposit members' checks at the 

bank at Northwest Hwy and Raven, and mail merchandise 
from our inventory. This person will work with Frank Heyer 

‘48 who has been doing this task for 14+ years. If interested, 

contact Frank at 773-631-4701 or fgheyer@gmail.com. 
 

Additionally, we need someone to share a few duties with the 

web editor.  This person will update the TAA website 

(www.taftalumni.org) as needed, so knowledge of common 
web language is a must.  Paulette English ‘67, web editor 

and Kevin Krieger ‘73, webmaster, will provide support.  

Contact them at eagleemail@taftalumni.org. 

 

Dear William Howard Taft Friends: 

On Saturday, September 27th the 75th Anniversary Dinner 
Dance was held at the Ridgemoor Country Club.  I would like 

to thank all of you who attended this historical celebration.  It 

was a blessing to me to be able to connect with alumni dating 
back to our Taft Founders.   I would like to extend a special 

thank you to Mr. Richard Winge of the Taft HS Foundation, 
because without his enthusiasm, motivation and efforts, this 

event would not have been possible.  It was a night filled with 

mingling, appetizers, dinner, drinks, dessert, and dancing.  
Our current Taft students who helped at the event represent-

ed Taft very well—Thank You Students!  As always, donations 

to help improve Taft are most welcomed.  You may do so on 
line at www.tafthsfoundation.org or mail checks to Taft High 

School Foundation, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr, Chicago, IL 60631.  
Thank you again—Taft Alumni are THE BEST! 

Lisa A. Schwieger, Chairwoman 

Taft Local School Council 
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First Annual Southern California Reunion Picnic 

When you think about how much time has passed, and 
distance in miles, it’s remarkable to see how Taft alumni 
found each other on July 8, 2014 in a park in Vista, California.  
Organized by Mike Day and Paul Laudicina, the First Annual 
Southern California Reunion Picnic was a smooth, laid-back 
event, California style. 
 
Alumni in attendance with their family members were Mike 
Day (June 1960), Paul Laudicina (June 1961), Anita (Grabow-
ski) Steinkemper (June 1964) who came out from Arizona, 
James Bixler (June 1966), Gail (Ponce) Bixler (June 1968), and 
Jan (Ostromencki) Savage (June 1974). 

Paul commented, “Great success!  Thank you for [TAA’s] 
excellent communications.  Mike and I worked well together.  
Was not a lot of people, but I think it worked out well.  I 
would like to attend other picnic get-togethers in the future, 
especially in Arizona.  Had a great time meeting everyone.  I 
had my year book…we enjoyed seeing pics of our teachers.  
Also Jim was in ROTC as I was, and we enjoyed reminiscing 
about that.” 
 
And now, to start planning for next year…! 
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May 4, 2014 – June 1962 Reunion 

Some reunion attendees did not get into this photo, so we only list the name of those shown here.  Fourth Row (L-R): David Barth, 
Allan Stromsta, Arnold Kraby, Bob Johnson, Owen Jacobsen, Richard Bebee, Dennis Martin, David Robert, Marilyn Romano 
Satkiewicz, Bob Satkiewicz, Tom Cook.  Third Row (L-R): John Philipp, Janet Knoll Stoll, Bob Peterson, Barbara Neubert Schulz, Elena 
Borg Wilson, Joan Nurvic Zientko, Virginia Hart Joyner, Robert Wulff, Craig Sabey, Arlene Rolnicki Janke, Judy Soucek Altman, Lynn 
Patten Reynolds, Mary Kaiser Kersemeier, Jeff Mack.  Second Row (L-R): Lucy Holm Harrison, Diane Foster Montero, Mary Jane 
Golteman Frey, Jean Kozyra Ruger, Lynn Hibarger Saracco, Phylis Sheldon Warton, Louis Vassos, Curt Wiegman, Cheryl Newquist 
Washburn, Karen Schreiber Schubert, Marilyn Anderson Hall, Susan Schneider Roeser, Mary Ann Rusteberg McGarrity, Brian Olson.  
First Row (L-R):  Nancy Miller Ashby, Sandra Trefny Michaels, Ann Kwerneland Robert, Pam Kostenko Kramer, Jerry Beesley 
Stephenson, Judy Merrill Ruegsegger, Dawn Koenig Spychalski, Margarete Keil Gross, Elaine Gunther Brummit, Barbara Bigelow 
Schimanek, Janice Berg Kadlec.  Permission was obtained to use this photo from professional photographer, who took this group 
shot -  tomkilloranphotography @yahoo.com. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

 

To TAA: 

I hope you can help me.  My father-in-law, Kenneth 

Ellefson, graduated from Taft in the mid-late 50s. I'm not 

sure of the year, but it was somewhere around 1955-1958. 

He was one of the Goombas and talks about it very fondly. He 

has Alzheimer's now and is approaching his 75th birthday. 

Are you able to look up his graduation year and do you have 

a yearbook from the time he was there? It must have been 

one of the best times of his life because he talks about 

Chicago daily!  His best friend from Taft is Leo Golda and 

they graduated the same year.  Thanks for your help, 

     Jeanette Ellefson 

[Jeanette, what a wonderful thing for you to do!  I found two Ellefsons in our 
database, neither was a Kenneth, but our records are not perfect.  I'm going 
to ask our membership through the fall newsletter if anyone remembers 
your father-in-law.  Leo graduated in June 1956.  It is possible that Kenneth 
didn't graduate, or perhaps transferred but still thinks of Taft as his school. 
The reason is not important.  What's important is his fond memories of a time 
and place that gave him pleasure.  I am going to add Kenneth to our 
database in the class of '56.  You will find a lot of information about Taft 
during the "Grease" years online (Google "Taft" and "Grease") that Kenneth 
may enjoy.  Unfortunately, there are no yearbooks currently available for any 
of the ‘50s years for purchase in our TAA storehouse.  Paulette English, TAA 
Web Editor] 
 

 

Bill and Marianne (Reading) Jacobs celebrated their 50th 

wedding anniversary with a picnic for 80 family & friends at 
their home in southwest suburban Homer Glen, IL on July 

19.   

 

Taft alumni who attended are pictured here, (L to R):  Cindy 
(Ludtka) Prochaska (June 1964), TAA Treasurer John 

Prochaska (June 1961), Marianne (Reading) Jacobs (June 

1961), Ruth (Rice) Paterson (June 1961), Kay Reading 
(June 1964), Ann (Richards) Anderson (June 1961). 

[Photo provided by John Prochaska.] 
 

To TAA: 

Sending in my renewal money [in July].  I drove past Taft a 
number of time the middle of June and oh yes, they are doing 

a lot of work on the building. 
Gloria (Kuhles) Adams (June 1962) 

[Thank you, Gloria.   We're glad that the school is finally getting its face lifted. 
Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

 
To TAA: 

Huh!? Who says I'm dead? If I am, then there's a dead guy 

riding his bike for 16,000 miles in Punta Gorda (Southwest 
Florida) for past 14 years. He's also been seen on the water 

aboard his boat "Tutto Bene". I even have all my original 
body parts. 

Jim Waschbusch (June 1962) 
                                                                              
To Jerry: 

Thank you, Jerry, for getting this info to us [about the misin-
formation on Jim Waschbusch’s death] ...so glad to hear it!!!!  
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I will get it corrected on all our lists and also write a note of 

apology to Jim...don't know how we got the false 
information!!!  Glad we had it wrong!! 

Judy (Merrill) Ruegsegger (June 1962) 
[Judy, As I was one of the people working on the project of looking for long-
lost classmates for the 1962 reunion committee, I know how difficult it can 
be.  Jim probably was one of the people who couldn’t be found for the 
reunion last May.  We regret the misinformation, and have removed Jim from 
the TAA deceased list.  Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson, TAA Newsletter Editor] 
 
 

Hi: 

My name is Bob Lewis, Class of 1956.  I never got a 
yearbook. I was wondering if there is one available for sale.  

Also wondering if there is a class reunion for 1956 coming up 

that I could attend     Any information you could help with 
would be great.   Thanks a lot.    

Bob Lewis (June 1956) 
[Hello Bob.  We're glad you contacted us, but sadly we have no yearbook for 
1956.  I also checked with Classmates.com, and they don't have one posted 
yet either.  I'm sharing your query in our newsletter in case a classmate 
can give you a line on a yearbook. - As to a '56 reunion, nothing yet, but--
everyone knows what I'm going to say next--if YOU would like to get 
something rolling, TAA will supply you with a list of names and contact 
information, and helpful reunion tips.  The best thing you can do right now is 
to join TAA to receive our quarterly newsletter and keep up with all the 
happenings.  I'm attaching a membership form here for your convenience. 
 Besides our web page, you'll also find us on Facebook.  We hope you'll join 
us.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

 
Hello,  

I just finished reading the latest edition of the TAA newsletter. 

Great work, thank you. I just wanted to clarify something 
about some erroneous information that was in a response to 

someone who had a problem ordering tickets for the 75th 
celebration. The response said that the Taft Foundation's 

mailing is being directed to the Taft Alumni Association 

mailbox and the forwarded to the appropriate person handling 
the reservations etc., etc.   I just wanted to make sure 

everyone understands that the official business mailing 

address of the Taft HS Foundation is the school's address.  I 
am the secretary of the Foundation. I have a mailbox in the 

school office for Foundation mail.  I receive/retrieve the 
Foundation mail on a regular basis and if there are checks for 

either donations or to purchase tickets for an event, they 

come to me and I deposit them in our account.  There have 
been no issues in retrieving mail during the construction.  On 

a rare occasion we have received checks that were mistakenly 
written out to the TAA but then Frank [Heyer] just gives those 

to me and puts in the Foundation mailbox.    Hopefully that 

clears up the issue of where the Foundation mail goes and 
how it is handled.  It's all me!  

Lisa Schwieger  

Taft High School Local School Council Chairwoman  
and Taft High School Foundation Secretary  

and wife of Scott Schwieger, proud 1981 Alum  
and mother to 2 daughters currently at Taft:)  

[Thanks, Lisa.  The info showing as the response to a letter from Craig Sabey 
was our attempt to clarify there are two separate organizations.  Because we 
were doing Taft HS Foundation’s promotion of the 75th event, some TAA 
members were confused and thinking the Taft Alumni Association was 
handling the tickets, etc.  So, some TAA members mailed checks to TAA.  I 
know Frank Heyer forwarded those to you.  Jerry Stephenson, TAA Newsletter 
Editor] 

 

Watch for the Winter issue of the Taft 
Alumni Newsletter coming to you in 

January 2015 for an historical review of Taft 
from the past 75 years. 

 

  
Support for the Taft High School Foundation’s 75th Anniver-

sary Celebration came during the parade in Mount Prospect 

last July 4th.  John Prochaska (class of June 1961) was 

seen in the parade with a sign promoting the event.  Thanks, 

John. 

 

 

Who Remembers Ronnie Singer? 
 

The 40s and 50s were 

great times for music in 

this country, and Chicago 

was in the forefront with 

rock ‘n roll.  And jazz.  

Recently we were 

contacted by Joyce Singer 

Glantz, who was looking for 

details on her late brother’s 

life as a teenager on the 

northwest side of Chicago.  

She thought he went to 

Taft, as they lived in 

Norwood Township at that 

time.  But, we could not 

find a Ron Singer in the 

TAA archives.  It is possible 

he went to Austin or 

Steinmetz. But, we just 

don’t know.  So, we’re asking for your assistance. 

 

“Google” his name and check out the various websites about 

him for more details.  According to Wikipedia, Ronnie Singer 

(June 9, 1928 – September 12, 1953) was an American jazz 

guitarist extraordinaire in Chicago and New York City during the 

late 1940s and early 1950s.   

 

If you remember Ronnie or know anything about him to help in 

the research, contact Joyce at gglantz@ucla.edu. 

 

javascript:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('gglantz@ucla.edu')
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Class Notes 

 
 

To all TAA members, 

Your Class Notes section here includes both TAA new 
members and renewals, when received and when space permits.  If 
you don’t provide new information, we reprint what we currently 
have on file for you.  If you want your name to include “other” 
special details, you need to include that information when you send 
in your dues with the form as shown on the inside of the last page of 
this newsletter. Kay (Carlson) Kuciak, President TAA 

 
 

1940s 
Barbara (Alitis) Hecox, Jan 1942, attended Evanston Hosp, 

RN, 1946, lives in Waukesha, WI, 6 children, 12 
grandchildren, retired RN.  

Howard Payne, Jan 1942, lives in Whittier, CA, has 2 children, 
2 grandchildren and is a blind veteran advocate, retired 
from sales.  

Al Rettenmier, Jun 1943, lives in Lacey, WA, 4 children, 6 
grandchildren, owner of a securities and insurance 
company, semi retired. 

Ruth (Reisman) Ellmore, Jan 1944, attended Lake Forest, BA, 
1948, lives in Calexico, CA, 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 
retired. 

Barbara (Whittier) Hanson, Jun 1945, attended Northwestern 
PhD 1951, Western Reserve MA 1961, lives in Northbrook, 
IL, 4 children, 9 grandchildren, 11 great grandchildren, 
retired educator, winters in FL. 

Mary Ellen Bryce, Jun 1945, lives in Chicago, IL, retired from 
Montgomery Ward. 

Edwin Hildwein, Jun 1945, attended U of WA BS 1949, CPA 
1951, lives in Boise, ID, married Joan Czirak, Jun 1947, 2 
children, retired financial executive, Boise Cascade. 

Germaine (Petermann) Wleklinski, Jun 1945, lives in 
Arlington Hts, IL, 2 children, 6 grandchildren, retired. 

William Roehl, Jun 1946, attended U of KS BS 1950, Princton 
MFA 1955, lives in Groton, CT, 2 children, 4 grandchildren, 
architect, Professor Emeritus at City U in NY. 

Patricia (Miller) Burger, Jun 1946, attended Harper AS 1970, 
Northeastern BA 1974, lives in Temecula, CA, 2 children, 2 
grandchildren, dental hygienist. 

Robert Holmes, Jun 1946, attended IIT BS 1950, Purdue PhD 
1953, lives in Amherst, NH, 3 children, 11 grandchildren, 
retired editor, Professor of Chemistry, winters in San 
Diego, CA, TAA Hall of Fame. 

Dorothy (Workman) Brouder, Jan 1946, lives in Minocqua, 
WI, 3 children, 9 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, 
retired. 

Roman Brykowski, Jun 1946, attended SW MO, Wright, IL 
College of Optometry 1951, lives in Lake Zurich, IL, 
marriedTrudie Helmer, Jun 1949, 2 children, 4 

grandchildren, optometrist. 
Irene (Kohls) Stinson, Jan 1947, lives in Neenah, WI, 3 

children, 10 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, retired. 
Carol (Lewis) Christensen, Jan 1947, lives in Ingleside, IL, 5 

children, 7 grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren, retired 
seamstress. 

Doris (Bockhaus) Berns, Jun 1947, lives in Morton Grove, IL, 
married Robert Berns (deceased 2007), Jun 1946, 2 
children, 2 grandchildren, secretary in a family business. 

Joan (Czirak) Hildwein, Jun 1947, attended Boise St AS 1973, 
lives in Boise, ID, married Edwin Hildwein, Jun 1945, 2 
children, retired RN.  

Robert Machon, Jun 1948, attended MI State BA 1952, 
Northwestern BA 1968, lives in Park Ridge, IL, married 
Marillyn Kane, Jun 1948, 3 children, 10 grandchildren, 5 
great grandchildren, retired Owner of Insurance Agency,  

Wanda (Nelson) Stenzel, Jun 1948, attended North Park AA 
1950, lives in Princeton, IL, 4 children, 9 grandchildren, 
piano teacher/organist. 

Terry Murphy, Jun 1948, lives in Cibolo, TX, 6 children, 16 
grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, retired sales 
representative. 

Wallace Wilson, Jun 1948, lives in Grayslake, IL, 5 children, 18 
grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren, retired from Sears 
outside sales. 

William McIlvaine, Jun 1948, attended Walton School of 
Commerce 1950, lives in Racine, WI, 6 children, 8 
grandchildren, CPA, son Jim is a pro center for the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Dick Vlasak, Jan 1948, De Paul BA 1953, Ma 1961, U of I PhD 
1968, lives in Fort Atkinson, WI, 3 children, 8 
grandchildren, retired university professor. 

Jean (Tapp) Beal, Jan 1948, Cornell BA 1952, lives in 
Rockford, IL, 3 children, 2 grandchildren, 2 great 
grandchildren, retired teacher. 

Marillyn (Kane) Machon, Jun 1948, lives in Park Ridge, IL, 
married Robert Machon, Jun 1968, 3 children, 10 
grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, housewife. 

Jone (Morley) Dusek, Jan 1949, lives in Stuart, FL, retired. 
Jo Anne (Biel) Conners, Jun 1949, De Pauw BA 1953, lives in 

Glen Ellyn, IL, 2 children, 3 grandchildren, homemaker. 
Arlene (Drake) Bedo, Jun 1949, lives in Burbank, CA, 4 

children, 4 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, retired 
investment counselor. 

Trudie (Helmer) Brykowski, Jun 1949, lives in Lake Zurich, IL,   
Roman Brykowski, Jun 1946, 2 children, 4 grandchildren. 

Jeanne (Waschow) Wead, Jun 1949, lives in Sun City West, 
AZ, 3 children, 3 grandchildren, retired dental assistant. 

 

1950s 
Arlette (Frey) Hall, Jun 1951, lives in Batavia, IL, 3 children, 7 

grandchildren, retired. 
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Leslie (Leniak) Parrish, Jun 1952, lives in Cortez, Co, 3 
children, 8 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, retired 
EMT Intermediate. 

Carl Edwards, Jan 1953, lives in Chicago, IL, married Alice 
Taylor, Jan 1953, 4 children, 5 grandchildren, retired 
construction consultant. 

Alice (Taylor) Edwards, Jan 1953, attended North Park AA 
1955, Chicago teachers 1961, lives in Chicago, IL, Carl, Jan 
1953, 4 children, 5 grandchildren, retired teacher. 

Bette (Oliver) Kash, Jan 1954, lives in Park Ridge, IL, 3 
children, 12 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, housewife. 

Dianne (Kesser) Patterson, Jun 1955, attended U of I BSA 
1959, Ma 1960, lives in Elmhurst, IL, retired teacher. 

Mary (Murphy) Richards, Jan 1956, lives in Pana, IL, 3 
children, 8 grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, retired. 

Carole (Tobiasz) Rodi, Jun 1957, lives in Sarasota, FL, 1 child, 
retired. 

Bruce Townsager, Jan 1957, attended IIT BS 1978, lives in 
Barrington, IL, 2 children, 2 grandchildren, sales-retired. 

Barbara (Vaughn) Wolff, Jan 1957, lives in Estero, FL, 3 
children (all Taft grads), 2 grandchildren, retired. 

Nancy (Thorson) Scheuler, Jun 1957, attended IL Wesleyan 
BS 1961, lives in Schaumburg, IL, 3 children, 6 
grandchildren, retired. 

Barbara (Walker) Lewis, Jun 1957, attended Chicago teachers 
BS 1961, Northeastern MS 1969, lives in Mountain Home, 
AR, 2 children, retired teacher. 

Margo (Anderson) Makstenieks, Jun 1958, attended U of I BS 
1962, lives in Woodridge, IL, 2 children, 2 grandchildren, 
retired biological research and accounting. 

Karen (Whitney) Rogala, Jan 1959, lives in Cary, IL, 2 children, 
2 grandchildren, retired. 

Carole (Mommsen) Meyer, Jun 1959, attended Evanston 
Hospital 1962, lives in Crawfordsville, IN, married Kent 
Meyer (deceased 2009), Jun 1959, 2 children, 5 
grandchildren, retired office nurse 

Pat (Santell) Lutz, Jun 1959, attended IL Wesleyan BS 1964, 
lives in Arlington Hts, IL, 2 children, Director of Public 
Relations, Woodfield Convention Bureau. 

1960s 
Raymond Malczynski, Jun 1960, lives in Chicago, IL, 2 

children, 6 grandchildren, retired Chicago police officer. 
Lynda (Billhardt) Hartwig, Jan 1960, attended U of WI BS 

1964, lives in Park Ridge, IL, 2 children, 3 grandchildren, 
retired preschool director and teacher. 

Greg Drummer, Jan 1960, lives in Gainesville, GA, Mary Seitz, 
Jun 1962, 3 children, 7 grandchildren, retired teacher. 

Stephen Mack, Jan 1960, attended Northwestern BS BA 1969, 
MBA 1970, CPA 1973, lives in Inverness, IL, 3 children, 3 
grandchildren, retired CPA partner. 

Stuart Dunn, Jun 1960, attended U of I BS 1965, DDS 1967, 
lives in Deerfield, IL, 1 child, 2 grandchildren, semi retired 
dentist. 

Mary (Elliott) Aschbrenner, Jun 1960, lives in Bloomington, 
IL, 3 children, 4 grandchildren, retired from jewelry dept 
at Walmart. 

Jim Jacobs, Jun 1960, lives in Carlsbad, CA, received Honorary 

Doctorate from Columbia, gave commencement speech at 
the Chicago Theatre, TAA Hall of Fame. 

Bernadette (Bernard) Lentz, Jun 1961, attended Purdue BA 
1966, lives in Troy, MI, 5 children, 9 grandchildren, retired 
teacher. 

Kathy (Altergott) Archuleta, Jun 1961, attended North Park 
BA 1965, lives in Redding, CA, retired welfare director. 

Edward Gersch, Jan 1961, attended IIT BSEE 1966, USC MS, 
lives in Suquamish, WA, 1 child, retired electrical 
engineer. 

Brian Olson, Jun 1962, lives in Bristol, WI, 2 children, 6 
grandchildren, retired purchasing agent, winters in FL. 

Karen (Schreiber) Schubert, Jan 1962, lives in Marengo, IL, 2 
children, 3 grandchildren, retired. 

Mary (Seitz) Drummer, Jun 1962, attended Northern BA 
1967, lives in Gainesville, GA, married Greg Drummer, Jan 
1969, 3 children, 7 grandchildren, retired math teacher. 

Beverly (Borowski) Bornhorst, Jun 1962, lives in McHenry, IL, 
married Jack Bornhorst, Jun 1963, 3 children, 3 
grandchildren, retired bookkeeper. 

Lowell Johnson, Jun 1962, attended Augustana BA 1966, U of 
IA MAT 1968, Lake Forest MBS 1985, lives in 
Hendersonville, NV, 2 children, retired social studies 
teacher. 

Jeanne (Watrous) Zych, Jan 1963, attended U of WI BS 1967, 
IL State MS 1972, lives in Tampa, FL, 2 children, 1 
grandchild, retired teacher. 

Jack Bornhorst, Jan 1963, lives in McHenry, IL, married 
Beverly Borowski, Jun 1962, 3 children, 3 grandchildren, 
retired. 

Linda (Berg) Hermann, Jun 1964, lives in Kent, OH, 2 children, 
1 grandchild, retired assistant to the president at Kent 
State. 

Warren Luckner, Jun 1964, attended Luther College BA 1968, 
U of MD MA 1970, U of KY MA 1972, lives in Lincoln, NE, 3 
children, 3 grandchildren, retired actuary, university 
professor. 

Lynn (Arndt) Andrus, Jun 1964, attended NIU 1968, lives in 
Cornelius, NC, 3 children, 5 grandchildren, retired art 
teacher. 

Juanita (Williams) Earnheart, Jun 1964, attended 
Northeastern BA 1968, lives in Conroe, TX, 2 children, 5 
grandchildren, retired postal clerk. 

Butch Godlewski, Jun 1965, lives in Louisburg, NC, 1 child, 1 
grandchild, retired, Navy veteran. 

Barbara Kalish, Jun 1965, attended Northern BS 1970, GA 
State MS 1975, AZ St MS 1977, lives in Phoenix, AZ, retired 
teacher. 

Patricia (Paul) Olbrisch, Jun 1965, lives in Niles, IL, 1 child, 
self-employed. 

Pat (Foster) Hagler, Jan 1965, lives in Alpharetta, GA, 2 
children. 

John Placko, Jun 1965, attended U of IA BS 1971, FL Inst Tech 
MS 1984, lives in Goodyear, AZ, 3 children, 2 
grandchildren, pharmacist. 

Thomas Lorenz, Jun 1967, lives in Wheeling, IL, 1 child, police 
officer. 
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Richard Olson, Jun 1967, attended WSU BS 1971, lives in 
Wakefield, MI, 1 child, 2 grandchildren, retired. 

Paulette (Zemaitis) English, Jun 1967, attended IUSB, BGS, 
lives in Cottonwood, AZ, 1 child, 2 grandchildren, quality 
improvement specialist, TAA Web Editor. 

Robert Badgley, Jun 1967, attended Northern BS 1971, lives 
in Los Angeles, CA, insurance underwriter. 

Bonnie (Brooks) Lopez, Jun 1968, lives in Arvada, CO, 2 
children, 5 grandchildren, known as "Nana". 

Ted Groat, Jun 1969, attended ISU BS 1973, MS 1976, lives in 
Crystal Lake, IL, 2 children, teacher. 

1970s 
Barbara (Heinz) Olle, Jun 1970, attended U of I BS 1975, MS 

1989, lives in West Chicago, IL, married Ron Olle, 1985, 
occupational therapist, former TAA board member. 

Debra Nyberg, Jun 1971, attended U of Phoenix BA 1993, 
lives in Long Beach, CA, travel agent. 

Diane Hansen, Jun 1971, attended Albertus Magnus BS 2002, 
lives in Waterford, Ct, 3 children, account technician 

Christopher Sadowski, Jun 1971, attended U of I BA 1975, 
lives in Westerville, OH, special agent. 

Diane (Rutledge) Sundberg, Jun 1971, attended Milton MA 
1975, lives in Crystal Lake, IL, 2 children, paraprofessional 
in special education. 

Patti (Hanisch) Hartnack, Jun 1971, attended Western IL BS 
1976, AZ State MEd 1991, lives in Scottsdale, AZ, retired 
special education preschool teacher. 

Jan (Cramer) Grana, Jun 1972, attended Triton AS 1978, 
Northeastern BA 1989, U of I PhD 1999, lives in Prospect 
Hts, IL, 2 children, physics professor. 

James Davis, Jun 1972, attended Chicago College Osteopathic 
Medicine 1986, lives in Crete, IL, orthopedic surgeon. 

Robert Friel, Jun 1972, lives in Crystal Lake, IL, 3 children, 2 
grandchildren, electrical contractor. 

John Mikulka, Jun 1972, attended Auburn BS 1985, IIT MS 
1977, lives in Montgomery, AL, programmer. 

Judy (Spierowski) Kearney, Jun 1972, attended UIC BA 1975, 
Wright AAS 1996, NIU MST 2010, lives in Chicago, IL, 1 
child, CPA. 

Suzanne (Kulak) Guiglio, 1973, lives in Thousand Oaks, CA, 2 
children, Vons checker. 

Maureen (Nelson) Baricelli, Jun 1973, attended U of I BA 
1977, lives in Grapevine, TX, 2 children, 1 grandchild, 
customer service agent. 

Linda (Ross) Weiss, Jun 1973, lives in Mt Prospect, IL, married 
Robert Weiss, 1974, 2 children, bookkeeper for District 
21. 

Robert Weiss, 1974, lives in Mt Prospect, IL, married Linda 
Ross, 1973, 2 children, Lt Paramedic/Engineer 
Schaumberg Fire Dept. 

Kurt Wilhelm, Jun 1974, lives in Chicago, IL, 1 child, 
landscaper. 

Cindy (Clay) Crouse, 1975, lives in Crystal Lake, IL, National 
Ice Skating Champion last 10 years, competes in adult 
level ice skating, numerous national titles. 

Nancy (Szenda) O'Brien, 1975, lives in Niles, IL, 3 children, 3 
grandchildren, retail office. 

Cindy (Penesis) Fagiano, 1976, attended Northwestern BS 
1981, lives in Chicago, IL, 2 children, retired Chicago 
firefighter, now a fitness instructor. 

Karen Kruse, 1976, lives in Schaumburg, IL, writer, author of 
"A Chicago Firehouse: Stories of Wrigleyville Engine 78". 

Gail (Krusinski) Harned, 1976, lives in Lexington, KY, 2 
children, 1 grandchild, Curves owner, winters in Naples, 
FL. 

Cathy (Paddack) Hoffman, 1977, lives in Schaumburg, IL, 
married David Hoffman, 1977, 2 children, senior 
information systems specialist.  

David Hoffman, 1977, lives in Schaumburg, IL, married Cathy 
Paddack, 1977, 2 children. 

Pamela (Navrodtzke) Schmalzer, 1978, lives in Mt Prospect, 
IL, 2 children, banking manager. 

1980s 
Walter Koscinski, 1980, attended IIT BS 1980, VA Tech MS 

1991, IN MS 2001, MS 2003, lives in Manassas, VA, 2 
children, program manager. 

Ray Nelson, 1980, attended De Paul BS 1984, lives in Park 
Ridge, IL, 2 children, actuary. 

Sandra (Dillon) Orzolek, 1982, lives in St Charles, IL, 3 
children, homemaker. 

Ron Olle, 1985, lives in West Chicago, IL, married Barbara 
Heinz, 1970, train conductor, former TAA board member. 

Christina Whitty, 1988, attended De Paul MBS 1999, 
Undergrad 1992, lives in Batavia, IL, 2 children, field 
manager. 

 

 
 

Lost Classmates 
            Are you looking for old classmates with whom you’ve 
lost touch? We will help you in your search by publishing the 
name(s) in this newsletter. If that party responds to us and 
agrees to share the information, we’ll forward that person’s 
name and address to you.  
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni Associa-
tion, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60631 or email us at taftalum@cox.net.  

The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name. 
 

 

Grishaber Video           
Taft’s new principal is really a 
breath of fresh air.  Some of us 
wish he'd been our own 
principal instead of “straight-
laced” Dr. Haley back in the 50s 
and 60s.  Be sure to click on the 
link below to see what he’s 
been up to recently in getting 
the message out to current 

students. 
 http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140915/norwood-
park/see-how-this-chicago-principal-is-getting-students-
school-on-time  

http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140915/norwood-park/see-how-this-chicago-principal-is-getting-students-school-on-time
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140915/norwood-park/see-how-this-chicago-principal-is-getting-students-school-on-time
http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20140915/norwood-park/see-how-this-chicago-principal-is-getting-students-school-on-time
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In Our Memories 
 

 
Stephen T. Kuflewski, class of June 1943 died June 14, 

2014 due to complications of an infection in the foot. 

William Leonard “Len” Mayer, class of January 1944, 
passed away in early August 2014 from diabetes 

complications. 

Henry Norman “Hank” Nerwin, class of January 1944, 
passed away May 14, 2014.  He was a WWII US Navy vet 

who served in Saipan and Guam.   

Eve Marie (Stanley) Thourson, class of January 1946 died 
July 25, 2014. 

Georgia Brown Petrie, class of January 1947, passed away 
August 8, 2014.  She taught Geography and Social Studies 

in Lincoln Junior High (Park Ridge) for 36 years and lived in 

same house in Norwood Park since 1939.  
Siri Marie (Carlson) Mc Dorman, class of January 1947, 

passed away, date unknown. 
Richard Frank “Dick” Vlasak, class January 1948 passed 

away on October 1, 2014. 

Patricia Ann (Schuessler) Haase, class of June 1952, 
passed away August 24, 2014 at home in Rolling Meadows.  

She was proud to be part of Norwood Drum & Bugle Corps, 
playing fife and later the bugle.  She is the sister of 

Margaret (Schuessler) Fiedler (June 1950) and the late 

Richard Schuessler (June 1953). 
Jeanette (Schreiber) Tyburski, class of June 1952, died 

January 18, 2013. 

Russell J. Kipkowski, class of 1956, passed away July 26, 
2014.  He joined the US Navy at age 17 and retired as a 

Chief Warrant Officer in the US Coast Guard.  His wife is 
Barbara Joanne Borucki (June 1958) and sister is Hermina 

(Kipkowski) Sasse (June 1954). 

Roxanne (Morgaridge) DeStefano, class of January 1959, 
died October 2, 2014. 

Walter Franklin Hoolhorst, class of January 1959, died 
August 6, 2014 from heart disease.  He was foster brother 

to the late Doug Kotarek (Jan 1960) 

Joan Helen (Bonnema) Pouska, class of June 1960, died 
May 2010. 

Mary Ann Abboreno, class of June 1961, died with date 

unknown. 
Louise Marie Cassettari, class of June 1961, died with date 

unknown. 
Gayle Patricia Hanseck, class of June 1961, died with date 

unknown. 

Margaret Ellen Meyers, class of June 1961, died April 3, 
1995. 

Dale William Nolting, class of June 1961, died in January 
1986. 

Sandra Jean Orre, class of June 1961, died with date 

unknown. 
William Thomas Schmidt, class of June 1961, died in 

October 1985. 
Joanne Ruth Schuler, class of June 1961, died with date 

unknown. 

Karen Joan Waldmann, class of June 1961, died with date 
unknown. 

Terry Roger Zeman, class of June 1961, died with date 

unknown. 
Geraldine (Bernard) Nieder, class of January 1965, died 

May 12, 2014.  She is the sister of Bernadette (Bernard) 
Lentz (June 1961). 

Steven Sotos, class of January 1964, died around 1984. 

Carolyn (Bartos) Pearson Francisco, class of June 1964, is 
deceased, date unknown/ 

Sharon LaRocco Ramsey Kovarik, class of June 1964, died 
October 10, 2001. 

Patricia (Peters) Kennedy, class of June 1964, died 

November 1, 2012. 

John Francis Garzino, class of June 1967, passed away 

August 16, 2014. 

Barry Anulewicz, class of 1968, passed away 15 years ago 
from a blood clot to the lungs. 

Wayne Michael Goritz, class of June 1966, died on 
September 15, 2014 of a heart attack. He was the brother 

of Sharon (Goritz) Lukas (1967), Don Goritz (1970), and 

Dan Goritz (1975). 
Loren James Thorstenson, class of June 1967, died of 

cancer on July 13, 2014.  He is husband to Susanne 
(Chavich) Thorstenson (June 1968). 

Stephen Wright, class of 1974, passed away July 9, 2014. 

Mary Beth (Bernard) Maby, class of 1975 died in 2012.  
She is sister to Alexis Bernard (June 1968). 

 
"In Our Memories" page on our web site now includes 
veterans with their branch of service and which conflict, if 
any, they were involved when that information becomes 
available.  Feel free to contact us with any updates or cor-
rections.  We always appreciate your help to keep our files up 
to date. 

 

 
Memories of Don McGlothlin 

By Jeraldene (Beesley) Stephenson (June 1962) 

 

As an avid researcher in genealogy, I assist the Family Search 
(www.FamilySearch.org) group with indexing old records to 

be made available in their vast database files for others 
searching their ancestors.  A couple months ago, I was 

working on indexing their obituary project and, in particular, 

the Illinois obituaries.  I had a thought that it would really be 
“fun” to run across a name I’d recognize.  Then, a chill came 

over me when I read the name Don McGlothlin.  Reading the 
details in the obituary from The Daily Herald, I realized it was 

the same person who was my English teacher as a freshman 

at Taft in 1959! 
 

Then, I flushed at another memory.  He was the teacher who 
had the “reputation” of being able recite the entire poem “The 

Raven” by Edgar Allen Poe, while balanced on the back two 

legs of a chair on top of his desk.  Apparently, there were 
other students in my class who had knowledge of this feat, 

and they challenged Mr. McGlothlin to show us his skill with 

this.  He declined.  But, later in the semester, he was asked 
again, and since there was ample time left in the period, he 

put his chair on his desk, balanced back, and when feeling 
relaxed enough, he proceeded to recite the poem.  As you 

may recall, that is not a short poem!  But, he completed the 

entire poem without a flaw, leaned forward again to put the 
chair back on all four legs, to a thunderous applause by the 

entire class.  And, I thought that was the end it.  It started as 
an innocent tease, but he won our respect. 

 

Now, for the rest of the story…       Before I was even born, 
Mr. McGlothlin was a principal of Granstville High School in 

Calhoun County, West Virginia.  In May 1943, he wrote an 

open letter to the Senior Class that was published in the 
school newspaper.    He urged them to be patriotic and 

persevere during the war.    Shortly afterwards, the school 
mysteriously burned down.  Some in the town felt it was 

arson, a result of anger following the disturbance a couple 

years earlier when McGlothlin was linked to a heated court 
battle.  That case challenged the authority of the school 

system to force students to recite The Pledge of Allegiance.    
Some students of the Jehovah’s Witness faith refused to 

http://www.taftalumni.org/Memorials/In_Our_Memories.pdf
http://www.familysearch.org/
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recite the oath based of their religious beliefs.  He listened to 

them, and, as their principal, refused to force the students to 
comply with the state mandate for all students to recite the 

Pledge.   He was promptly fired.  However, he was not alone 
in that debate, as stated in “The 

State Board of Education vs. 

Barnette”.  The case, which was 
finally decided in the Supreme 

Court in 1943, stated “The 

action of the local authorities in 
compelling flag salute and 

pledge transcends constitutional 
limitations on their power and 

invades the sphere of intellect 

and spirit which is the purpose 
of the First Amendment to our 

Constitution.”     
 

As a result, the loss of Calhoun 

County was the gain of Taft 
High School, where he was 

accepted as a first-class English 

teacher.  He taught English 
classes at Taft throughout the 

50s, 60s and 70s.  I know he was special, as only the best 

teachers in the school were chosen to teach the “Honors” 
classes.  He was Taft’s weekly newsletter Realities advisor 

shortly before he retired. 
 

His daughter, Hope McGlothlin 

Howard stated, “My late father … 
used to say that there were 

three kinds of people: those who 
love things, those who love 

people, and those who love 

ideas.”  She was a graduate of 
Maine East High School. 

 

Born Donzil Cloyd McGlothlin in 
April 3, 1913, he grew up as 

part of a large family in rural 
West Virginia, near Leatherbark 

in Calhoun County.  He went to 

Glenville State Teachers College, 
Salem College and then earned 

his B.S. in Social Science from 

Kent State University.  While 
he was principal at Calhoun County High School, he began 

writing a book “Inland Retreat,” a history describing the early 
days of that school.  When he was fired, he stopped that 

project.  Later in life, he published a biography of Ronald 

Reagan, entitled “Star to Guide Us”.  He lived in Wheeling, 
Illinois for some years after his retirement from Taft and died 

February 10, 1988.  He was buried at Tariff Cemetery, Roane 

County, West Virginia.  His tombstone inscription states, “You 
will know them by their fruits”. 

 
Thank you to Bob Weaver of the “Hur Herald for Sunny Cal” 

for the historical facts on the court case in his 2003 article 

entitled, “LANDMARK GRAVEN IMAGE CASE IN CALHOUN - 
Supreme Court Hears Don McGlothlin Battle.”  Also, thanks to 

FindAGrave,com and Bernice Latou for pointing me in the 
right direction about his background.  Her mother, Hazel Mae 

Wayne Latou, was a student during the time Don McGlothlin 

was principal at Grantsville High School in Calhoun County, 
and became a great friend to him in the process. 

 

 

75th Anniversary Dinner Story (cont’d from pg 1) 
 
Grishaber issued an invitation to retired faculty to stop by the 

school and introduce themselves. The school’s current 

population just rose to 3,203 on Sept. 26. (The only time Taft 
was as full before, in the early 1970s, the freshmen were 

housed at the Norwood Park School branch, but there was not 
a junior high academic center.) The current freshman class is 

845. The faculty is more than 200, plus 50 ancillary staffers. 

 
“It’s the secret on the Northwest Side,” Grishaber said. He 

expressed some of his goals for the school, including winning 
Taft’s first IHSA football championship. “It’s going to happen, 

I need you to make it happen,” he encouraged the crowd.  He 

also hopes to develop a program to honor people who have 
been special for Taft, including faculty, supporters and 

boosters. 
 

The year 1939 was a year of some of his favorite movies, he 

added, including “The Wizard of Oz” and “Gone With the 
Wind.” But Grishaber had his own “Field of Dreams” moment 

that night. 

 
He said that when he was a young paper boy living in the St. 

Tarcissus area, he and his friends discovered where football 
star Jim Grabowski (June ’62) had grown up. It became a 

shrine to visit, and he remembers when they played football 

themselves they would pick a pro player they wanted to 
emulate – his choice was Grabowski, and he was thrilled 

when he beat the “Dick Butkis” one day. Before Grabowski 
was a Chicago Bear or a Green Bay Packer, he was a Taft 

Eagle. 

 
That night Jim Grabowski introduced members of the “jocks” 

table, who played football for Coach Joe Kupcinet in the late 

1950s or early 1960s, as Taft won its first football city 
championship. The main gym at Taft is dedicated to 

Kupcinet’s honor – who spent 23 years as Taft’s football 
coach.  

 

Six of Kupcinet’s players in a five-year period went into 
professional football. Among those attending were Dr. Stuart 

Dunn (June ’60), Greg Schumacher (Jan ’61), Jack 
Lichtenberger (June ’63) and Al MacFarlane (Jan ’61). 

Grabowski, a member of the Taft Alumni Hall of Fame, paid 

tribute to Schumacher, for being an all-round athlete in 
football, basketball and baseball, and to MacFarlane as the 

best football player to play for the Chicago Public Schools.  

 
Grabowski talked about being inspired to help last year when 

one of the Foundation’s first projects was to renovate the 
boys’ locker room below the Kupcinet gym. Lack of money 

from the Board of Education had delayed repair work there for 

years. There were no benches and few shower heads were 
working, but now the 69 members of this year’s Taft Eagles 

will have better memories, he said. 
 

“Rock and Roll is here to stay,” sang Jim Jacobs ’60, co-

author and co-composer of “Grease.” “Thank God I believed it 
when I heard it in 1958!” Jacobs took the “golden age of Rock 

and Roll” to heart while at Taft from 1956 till graduation in 
June 1960. His grades just got him through Taft, but, “I’ve 

been held back at Rydell High for 45 years,” he added. “The 

show is all based on Taft High School of my day. There really 
was a Zuko!” 

 

Jacobs introduced three of the real, original Pink Ladies (the 
tough girls with an attitude who hung out with the greasers in 

Don McGlothlin  c1930 

and at Taft in 1976 
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English teacher Carol Fink, first advisor of the Taft 

Today (which replaced the Taft Tribune) and science 
teacher Leora Rink were among retired faculty who 

visited the dinner. 

 

 
Sharing a table were Robert Goldberg, longtime 

assistant principal, the Tarvardians, and retired English 

teacher Dan Lyons. 
 

his day) and noted that one of the top Halloween costumes 

these days is a Pink Lady jacket. “Grease” continues to be 
popular in additional productions around the world, and is 

being seen in new arena productions in Australia, with 15,000 
seats, home of “Grease” film star Olivia Newton-John. 

 

“An American teen wrote it, sung it...” he added. “Had I not 
been going to Taft High School, there would have been no 

‘Grease.’ That’s the legacy… Proud to be a Taft Eagle.” 
 

 
Robert Wingfield, from the June 1943 class, was 

accompanied by his wife, Virginia 

 
Among the oldest of the attendees was Roy Forney, 

valedictorian of his ’44 class, whose older brother had claimed 

to be the first student to register when the high school 
opened.  

 

Robert Wingfield ’43 was a member of Taft’s first freshman 
class, the first class to finish a full four years at the school 

(students who started as sophomores through seniors were 
transferred in as their homes were added to the new Taft 

district). 

 
“It was in the fall of 1939 when I came to Taft,” Wingfield 

said. “I was a Taft founder.” The school was not quite ready 

to open, and had no blackboards or seats yet. He lived in  
Jefferson Park near Austin and Lawrence, would walk to Nagle 

Avenue and hitchhike because there were no buses. After four 
years, he knew a lot of people who drove the route towards 

Taft. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps while he was finishing 

his courses at Taft, to have a choice of military branch. He 
served two and a half years, then earned his degree at 

Vanderbilt University and met his wife, Virginia. He was an 
executive vice president for an electrical company, retiring 

after 50 years.  

 
Like others that evening, he added, “I had a great education 

at Taft. I’m proud to be a Taftite.” 
 

Fred Allegretti ’59, brought a $10,000 check from his 

family’s foundation, on behalf of himself, his sister  
 

 
Former teachers Sherry Shapiro (left) and Patricia 

O’Keefe Daniels (center) stop to visit with Anastasia 

Graven, widow of Dr. John Graven, Taft’s fourth 
principal. The historic exhibit was provided by the Taft 

Alumni Association. 

 

 
Front: Sharon Gorski, Cindy Ludtka Prochaska '64, 

Marilyn Prochaska Copeland '62, Hugh Copeland  
Back: Louis Vassos '62, TAA Treas. John Prochaska '61, 

Betty Wahrbein Masley '64, John Masley 
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Antoinette Vazquez ’57 and sister-in-law Carol ’61. He 

gave this donation to Taft to improve the building and the 
lives of today’s young people, as he and his family were at 

Taft in their day. 
 

 
John Prochaska ‘61 and Cindy Ludtka Prochaska '64 

 

 
Sharon Gorski and Louis Vassos '62 

 

 
Betty Wahrbein Masley '64 and John Masley 

 
Winge said the Foundation board is small, also including LSC 

Chair Lisa Schweiger and Gary Richert ’70, but he hopes to 
develop an advisory board of supporters to provide ideas. 

 

He introduced Donny Paisley, a sophomore who had con-
tacted the Foundation because he hopes to get help to reno-

vate the Taft field for football and construct a field house. 
Donny thought it might cost $1 million, but Winge said it had 

priced at closer to $2.5 million. The uneven ground and holes 

in Taft’s back yard did not prevent it from being Donny’s Field 

of Dreams.  
 

 
Marilyn Prochaska Copeland '62 and Hugh Copeland 
 

[Photographs were submitted by Anne Lunde and John 

Prochaska for this article.] 

 
 

Taft HS Renovations Continue 
Next issue will highlight the major overhaul our school 

received this past year.  While it isn’t completed yet, the 

majority of the work is done.  We’ve completed Phase I, 

which replaced all the old windows of the original building, 

and now we’re into Phase II, which should be completed by 

the end of October.  Photos will tell more than 1000 words! 

 

Precious Memories (continued from page 1) 

Band and Orchestra? A small (no consoles, please) record 
player from the days when? Programs from Taft plays or 

plays Taft students were in at groups like Norwood Park 

Players or Chicagoland Youth Theatrical Troupe? A copy of 
pictures of you and your friends then and now at a recent 

reunion? A copy of Ibid or Realities, the Taft Tribune or the 
Taft Today. Things that happened in the community that 

made a big impact on your life in high school. Maybe an outfit 

you sewed in Home Ec, or your gym suit. 
 

Shirley Kalivoda DeWeese (June ’60) was very proud of 

her gym suit. It was green cotton, not the sleeveless light 
blue worn by girls in the years that followed. She would pull it 

out when researchers asked questions about being in “The 
Grease Class” and when classmate Jim Jacobs (June ’60) 

revived his original script for “Grease” several years ago, that 

gym suit had a starring role in the show. Your gym suit could 
be famous some day, too. 

 
Whatever you assemble, we’d like to know which student(s) 

and class years these belonged to, what treasures you are 

sharing and any memories you have to go with them. Unless 
otherwise specified, the items you send will be considered a 

donation to the Taft historic collection and would not be 

returned. 
 

Please send a message to Taft Alumni Association vice 
presidents Frank Heyer (June ’48) at fgheyer@gmail.com 

(773-631-4701) or Anne Lunde (1969) at alundewriter@ 
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gmail.com (773-631-1104) before you mail anything, so we 

know what to expect and can be sure it is received and 
cataloged properly and correctly. 

 
 

Grease Lightning Carnival 
 

The Norwood Park Chamber of Commerce and Industry did 
their part to celebrate Taft's 75th birthday by staging a 

community carnival on the grounds of Norwood Park Field 

House with the cooperation of the Chicago Park District.  
 

It was called "Grease Lightning', in honor of the musical co-
written by our own Jim Jacobs ‘60.  

 

Unfortunately, it rained heavily most of the weekend, and few 
alumni were able to attend. [Photos provided by Anne Lunde] 

 

 
Young Kid's Rides 

 
 

 
Midway on Avondale 

 

Taft Restoration Highlights 
 

 

 
Newer (1972) Main Entrance 

 

 

 
Restored Taft Auditorium 

 

 

 
Restored Girl's Gym (Originally Boy's Gym) 

 

 

[School renovation photos submitted by Bob 
Johnson ‘65]
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Taft Alumni Association Merchandise

Qty Item Specifics Price Each Total Price 

  
 Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom  
 printed with white TAA logo  

Medium Only $25.00 
  $  

  
 Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”  
 with full-color eagle 

One Size Fits 
All 

$15.00 
  $  

  
 Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray  
 “You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride” 

---- $  3.00 
  $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo Medium $10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
Large 

$10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
X-Large 

$10.00   $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
XX-Large $12.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XXX-Large $12.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece – embroidered Taft Alumni Logo  Medium $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo X-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo XX-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo XXX-Large $40.00   $  

   Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year) Year:  $30.00   $  

   Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00    $ 

Total Remitted       $  

  

 Name (please print):  Grad Month/Year: 

 Address: 

 City/State/ZIP:  Phone:  (          ) 

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:   

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

Please use a separate order form for separate addresses. 
 

Patience Needed 
Due to the recent “remodeling” to our Taft building, access to the office and our TAA mail, your renewal checks and checks for 

merchandise may have been delayed.  The outside work is done, but our TAA office is still inaccessible.  We will continue to monitor 
the work being done, and as soon as they allow us back into our own “space”, we will retrieve our mail and your checks.  Thanks for 

your patience!!! 
 

Yearbook Inventory 
 Some years are hard to keep in supply.  All requests are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  As of 

today, we have the following yearbooks for purchase: 1943 Jun (1), 1945 Jun (1), 1946 Jun  (1), 
1949-Jun (1), 1985 (24), 1986 (47), 1987 (76), 1990 (52), 1991 (9), 1992 (132), 1993 (5), 

1994 (56), 1995 (183), 1996 (64), 1997 (52), 1998 (153), 1999 (150), 2000 (351), 2001 (122), 

2003 (76), 2004 (77), 2005 (56), 2006 (40), 2007 (40), 2008 (40).   
 

Time to Renew?!! 
 

 Thanks to all who read our plea about keeping current with your membership.  If you receive the newsletter electronically, 

you’ll find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have lapsed.  If you receive the newsletter by post, check 
your address label for your year of graduation above the eagle logo on the back page.   Is it correct?  Also, check the expiration date 

of your current membership with the Taft Alumni Association located just below the graduation date.  

 Membership rates were reviewed by your TAA Board and determined there was NOT a need to increase dues 
this year.  However, if your expiration date is close, we urge you to sit down NOW, complete the membership form on the next 

page and write out a check for $15 or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same address.  You'll receive TWO full years of 

newsletters filled with opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and alumni programs.  Be sure to use the 
application on the following page to share with us the latest updates in your life.    
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Taft Alumni Association 
Membership Application 

 

Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the newsletter’s Class Notes.    

Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership.   We will not publish your address or phone number. 
 

*First Name ( PLEASE PRINT) 

      
* Last Name at Graduation 

      

* Current Last Name 

      

*Home Street Address 

      

*City 

      

*State 

      

*ZIP 

      

Home Phone 

      

Email Address  

      

*Month/Year You Graduated 

      

Name of Spouse  
      

Year Married  
      

Month/Year if Spouse is a Taft Grad 

      

Number of Children 

      

Number of Grandchildren 

      

Schools of Higher Learning, Degrees, Year of Graduation 

      

Occupation 

      

Elementary School Graduated From 

      

Other news you’d like to share 

      

  I wish to be listed in the TAA Email Directory on the TAA website www.taftalumni.org 

You have three options for receiving the quarterly TAA Newsletter.  Please select one of the following: 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
postal service only 

  I wish to receive an e-newsletter by email 
to defray the costs of postage 

  I wish to receive the newsletter by 
email and by postal service 

Dues are $15.00 for a two year membership or $20.00 for an alumni couple (give spouse’s name if a Taft graduate). 

Enclosed is a check or money order for dues  
in the amount of    $15.00   $20.00 

  Enclosed is a check or money order donation 
in the amount of $       .00 

Please mail this completed application along with your check or money order to: 
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL  60631 

Autumn 2014 

 

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors 
 

 

Taft Alumni Newsletter 
www.taftalumni.org 

 
Kay (Carlson) Kuciak 
Anne Lunde 
Frank Heyer 
Arlene (Laufer) Ware 
John Prochaska 
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom 
      Stephenson 
 
Kevin Krieger 
 
Paulette (Zemaitis) English 
 
 
Judy Jacobsen 
Paul Madsen 
 

1963 
1969 
1948 
1960 
1961 
1962 
 
 
1973 
 
1967 
 
 
1970 
1971 
 

President 
1

st
 Vice President, Historian 

2
nd

 Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Director, Newsletter Editor 
jbbloom@charter.net 
(920) 559-7440 
Director, Webmaster 
webmaster@taftalumni.org 
Director, Web Editor, 
Newsletter Assistant 
eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
Director 
Director 
 

The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.   
 

Please address general correspondence and changes to: 
 

Taft Alumni Association 
6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60631 
or email taftalum@cox.net 

 
Send photographs and articles for the next issue to: 

 
Jerry Bloom Stephenson 

444 N. 3
rd

 Ave – Apt. 1 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

 or email jbbloom@charter.net 

 
Submission Deadline for the Spring Issue: 

DECEMBER 31, 2014 

eNewsletter or TAA Email Directory Signup:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

  

mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
mailto:taftalum@cox.net
mailto:jerrybloom@fales.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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