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New Taft Hall of Fame
2015-2016
The Taft Alumni Association is pleased to
announce that a new group of Taft graduates has been
approved for induction in the Taft High School Alumni Hall of
Fame. This is Taft’s original Hall of Fame, which has been
honoring Taft’s finest since 1989.
Nominations for the TAA HOF are welcomed from
alumni and their families, with rules and nomination forms
available on the TAA web site. Our inductions take place
every three years and are open to the public. We will be
scheduling the induction ceremony with the school in early
2016.
Richard “Dick” Wessell, now deceased, was a
member of Taft’s first graduating class in June 1940. He was a
member of the staff of the Taft Tribune, and after serving in
the military forces in World War II, he fulfilled a dream and
became a newspaper publisher in 1946. The Journal & Topics
Newspapers, based in Des Plaines, continue to carry on his
legacy, led by the second and third generations of the Wessell
family.
Susan Murphy-Milano, Class of 1978, earned
recognition as an advocate against domestic violence. She
turned her own experiences with an abusive father into a
torch to help other women fight back, writing important
books and blogs and speaking around the country on how to
escape and reclaim lives. We lost her in 2012.
Brian Arnspiger (June 1961) served in the U.S. Air
Force. He was a detective in the Burbank, Calif. Police
Department when he developed a training program for
integrated use of force. The program received national
recognition in the FBI’s national magazine, and he has been
an instructor to more than 100 police forces, the U.S.
Marshalls and Secret Service, the Coast Guard and the Air
Force. In addition to being a published author, he now works
with veterans in a VA hospital in Prescott, Az.
Warren Schimpff (January 1961) and his wife, Jill
Wagner Schimpff (June 1963) are the third husband and wife
team to be chosen for TAA induction. His earlier career
involved improving quality of drinking water, and Jill was a
teacher and author. In 1990 they accepted the challenge of
taking over a family-owned candy business in Jeffersonville,
Ind. Their success with that endeavor has been accompanied
with active involvement in the local business community,
historical organizations and local revitalization. Schimpff’s
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Confectionery has received regional and state honors, and
has been named among the top candy companies in two U.S.
ratings.
Walter “Walt” Wolf (January 1950) who served as
president of SWUCO Inc. and SWUCO Inventory Storage
(SISCO) from 1977-1988, spent his career working to help
utilities around the US and the world. The company has
provided alternatives in the world fuel markets which made a
significant difference in reducing costs to consumers and
nations.

Round Two-Taft Foundation
Alumni Mixed Chorus
Submitted by The Board of Directors of the
Taft High School Foundation
To all Taft Alumni and Friends,
The Taft High School Foundation Alumni Mixed
Chorus is having a second round of tryouts in October. Under
the direction of Dave Barth, class of 1962 alumnus, there are
already 23 alumni in this new mixed chorus.
Dave is still seeking another 15 or more individuals
to be part of this superb group of Taft alumni and friends to
perform at concerts to be held at Taft High School two or
three times during the school year. The first concert is Taft's
annual Christmas Holiday event where the alumni mixed
chorus will perform at least three holiday favorites for the
audience of parents, teachers and alumni. After each concert
there will be an alumni "meet and greet" party sponsored by
the Taft High School Foundation for participants and guests
to celebrate friendships and enjoy the company of old and
new friends.
All you need to do is to visit the
www.TaftHSFoundation.org website and click on the
CONTACT US
tab, send us a
message that
you wish to
join us and we
will do the
rest. Dave will
contact you
and provide you with all the information you will need to join
this wonderful group of Taft alumni and friends in what
promises to be an outstanding mixed chorus and provide
much enjoyment for you and every participant.
Please contact us today. Thank you. And GO TAFT GO!

Lost and Found (?)
Another Josten’s Success Story

Class of 1966 (50th
Reunion)
Date: June 17-19, 2016
Place: Embassy Suites
– O’Hare, Rosemont
Contact: Web site taftclass66.com or
Linda Sak - Linda@taftclass66.com

13th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-WEST
Date: Saturday, March 5, 2016 (11AM – 3PM)
Place: Sand Key Park, Clearwater, FL –
Shelter #1)
(Note the new location!) $5 parking fee) **
Pot Luck: a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Photo shoot: 2:30 pm
Contact: Leon Kathan (Jun ’56) 863-835-2211
leonkathan@yahoo.com
or Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (Jun ’62)
920-559-7440 - newsletter@taftalumni.org
** Recommendation from Bob Munsell (June ’47) - The
best route to avoid any spring beach traffic to Sand Key Park,
1060 Gulf Drive, Clearwater Fl. is: Take US 19 to East Bay
Dr. (FL 686) & turn West. Go all the way to Gulf Dr. turn
right; continue north about two miles to the park on the left,
gulf side. East Bay becomes West Bay but it still the same
road to follow to the Gulf. Hope to see you there!

6th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic ARIZONA
Date: March 13, 2016
Place: Stillman Ramada, Stillman Railroad Park, Scottsdale
Pot Luck: Bring something to share
BYOB: Beer in non-glass containers only
Donation: $3 per person, bring lawn chairs
Paul Frizane, aztaftalumni@yahoo.com
Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org

3rd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic CALIFORNIA
Date: July 16, 2016 11am-4pm
Place: 2372 Recuerdo Cove, Del Mar, CA
Details: $8 for pizza and beverages, Chicago dogs extra,
grandkids free. Bring side dish, salad or dessert to share.
BYOB. Swimming pool.
Contacts:
Paul Laudicina (June ‘61) longbeach1942@ gmail.com
Mike Day (Jun ‘60) - michael91942@yahoo.com
Jan (Ostromencki) Savage (1974),
janhellokitty@hotmail.com

3rd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-EAST
Date: Saturday, April 18, 2016 - Noon - 4pm
Place: 6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL
(For those unable to attend the Florida west coast affair)
Pot Luck: a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Contact: Lynn (Morley) Martin (June ’57)
lmml@sbcglobal.net - or
Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (June ’62)
newsletter@taftalumni.org
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Submitted by Judy Jacobsen (1970)
I recently was on the Josten’s (Ring) website for a
totally unrelated reason but happened upon their warranty
that mentioned the price of their rings includes “insurance”
for loss of the ring within four years of shipment. I thought to
myself, “I wonder if they had that in effect when we
purchased our rings at Taft….” Not so much for myself, but I
know my sister Janet lost hers from 1959 although I don’t
think it would have been until after that four year period.
However, looking at that alerted me to the fact that
they also accept “found” lost rings and try to place them with
their owners. Out of curiosity, I scanned the list and found
the following: 1975 MJL Taft HS
Of course, that could be from any Taft HS in the
United States but it made me want to find the owner. So, I
asked Paulette English, our TAA Web Editor and keeper of the
Taft alumni master database to review our class lists. Luckily,
she found: Matthew Joseph Leger from the class of 1975.
However, we do not have current information on file for him,
and are unable contact him personally.
So, if any alum reading this knows where Matthew
is today, please contact him to see if it truly is his ring. He
then needs to contact Josten’s at Jostens.com for
confirmation of this being his ring. If the ring gets returned to
him, your Taft Alumni Association would love to learn the
outcome! Please send the “followup” story to me at
gordonsdatter @gmail.com or to Jerry Stephenson, TAA
Newsletter Editor at newsletter@taftalumni.org.
Additionally, if you know of someone who lost a
class ring, have them check the info at Jostens.com under
"Lost & Found Rings" which is at the bottom of their
webpage. Maybe, just MAYBE they too may will recover a
long lost treasure from their high school days.

Lost Classmates
Are you looking for old classmates with whom
you’ve lost touch? We will help you in your search by
publishing the name(s) in this newsletter. If that party
responds to us and agrees to share the information,
we’ll forward that person’s name and address to you.
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni
Association, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr
Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 or email us at
eagleemail@taftalumni.org.
The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name.
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Letters to the Editor

Taft High School Alumni Association
I was a member of the Taft High School Mixed
Chorus under the direction of Mrs. Stephan A. Erst from 1953
to 1956. I would like bring her to your attention for the
excellent work she did with the Mixed Chorus for many years.
She held us to very high standards of musicality and
discipline, yet there was always a spirit of fellowship and
friendship in the classroom. Our performances covered a
wide range of music - classical, folk songs, romantic and show
tunes. My mom marveled that every singers' eyes were
totally fixed on Mrs. Erst as she directed. Those good habits
came in handy for me later in life when I was a member of
the 70 to 80 voice Suncoast Chorale in Florida.
Mrs. Erst's husband, Stephan A. Erst, had been a
well-known composer in the Chicago area. We sang his
"Lord's Prayer" in the classroom at times of joy, thanksgiving
and sorrow, as when a member lost a parent or grandparent.
At our year-end banquets at local restaurants, we sang “The
Lord's Prayer" as our Grace before the meal. I often noticed
the waitresses wipe away a tear. We each received a copy of
the music as a "graduation gift". It was our signature song
and we put our hearts into the beautiful harmonies both in
performance and for ourselves. Yes, it was in the days when
we prayed at school.
I remember when Mr. Stamm arrived at Taft and
took on the Girl's Chorus, raising it to high standards of
excellence. I later noted when he took over the Mixed Chorus
after Mrs. Erst. He did a wonderful job over his career.
However, I don't want people to forget about Mrs. Erst. She
was a great lady. She laid a strong foundation for excellence
in the Mixed Chorus and made a strong impression on us.
Nancy Wander Stolfa (June 1956)
Hi Paulette!
Thanks for the great newsletter! So exciting to
read every time it comes out!
For future issues, re the next Taft All Class CA
reunion.. It will be our 3rd Annual .. not our 2nd.
On pg 2, it shows that it will be our 2nd.
We had such a great time. Joan (Denney) Sendecki
from class of '56 enjoyed meeting everyone and said that this
is her first reunion ever attending for Taft. I felt highly
honored! She and her hubby came from quite a distance
too! I think when people rsvp for next year, I may suggest
they make a weekend of it and get booked in a hotel. The
traffic was terrible. Our location is only 101 miles south of
LA.. but can take 4-6 hours to get here! ARGH!
Gail Uhlar-Murray (1976) was smart. She came
down on Friday (took her 5 hours), had a hotel reservation for
2 nites.. and enjoyed the weekend stress free. One couple
called from the road to say they were stuck in traffic, and it
would take them an additional 3 hours to get here, so they
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went back home. So I think that was our only glitch, besides
the rain. And the fire in my canyon that morning, started by a
lightning strike.
What a day.... I will never forget. Go Taft Go!
Thanks for all you and the Taft Team do ! (and yes, I need to
renew my membership. Will do!)
Jan (Ostro) Savage (1974)
[Jan, we can thank Jerry Stephenson for her tireless work on the
newsletter. We're so glad the California reunion is growing and weathering
all the little bumps in the road. We'll correct the information for next year.
Paulette English, TAA Web Editor and Newsletter Assistant]

Dear TAA,
My wife Sharon and I recently returned from our trip
to Israel. Note the TAA jacket worn in the photo of me by the
Sea of Galilee in Israel at sunrise [above].

Also, when we were under the Western Wall in the tunnel of
the Holy Temple, I was wearing my Taft Eagle sport shirt. Go
Eagles!
Bob Johnson (January 1965)
Hello,
I am writing on behalf of my mother, Shirley Hill,
who is a member of the Taft Alumni Association, but does not
have computer access. She wishes to inform you of some
corrections that should be made for her and my father. She
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has sent by mail the following corrections, but the
information has not been updated, which is the reason I am
writing to you now.
You have information on Shirley that states her
graduation date as June 1948. The correct information is
JANUARY 1948, as she began school in January 1944.
Also, the following is correct information on my
father and Shirley's husband-Everett Hill: Everett Hill would
have graduated in June 1944. His birthday was in May and he
was taken into the Navy for the war right after his 18th
birthday, just a few weeks before his graduation. He received
his diploma after the war ended. He may possibly have gone
by the name of Elmer or E. Everett, as his full name was Elmer
Everett Hill, but he always went by Everett or Ed in his adult
life. He died on January 8, 1976.
Please correct your records to contain this
information. My mother will be very grateful. Thank you.
Carol Hill Giovanetto
To Whom It May Concern:
I was saddened to read about the passing of Steven
Jensen (June ‘65) in your current newsletter [Summer 2015].
Steve and I were classmates at Hitch Elementary
School. His parent’s house was across the street from Hitch.
We also attended Taft at the same time until my parents and
I moved to the Northwest Suburbs in 1962.
I remember Steve and being very bright and a great
person. My sympathies to Steve’s family. He will always be
in my memory.
Rich Schutz (June 1965)
Dear Taft Newsletter Editor,
It has been quite a few years since I retired from
teaching at Taft and the information in the newsletters are no
longer relevant for me. So, to save you mailing costs, please
remove me from your list. Thanks,
Jeanette Mehr – Taft Librarian (1999-2004)
[Thank you for your response, Ms. Mehr. If OK with you, I will remove your
name from TAA newsletters, but keep your name on our master list for other
Taft happenings, such as the TAA Hall of Fame honoree recognition event.
Enjoy your retirement days! Jerry Bloom Stephenson, TAAN Editor]

To Jerry,
In our phone con of Aug 15th, I indicated I enjoyed
the mention of the Foster/Higgins area where I grew up. I
especially liked the comments, including about the Silver Leaf
Tavern from there, with prints being donated by Nancy
(Cairo) Leonetti (June 1964). None of the Taft kids went
there during the school years, though. The hangout of choice
definitely was Parses.
I would like to correct the spelling of the owner of
Parses as Frank Vlchek. I knew his son Frank, who was in the
class of January ’61.
Rick Glasby (June 1963)
Dear Paulette,
Thanks so much for another excellent issue of the
Taft Newsletter. I really enjoy these and appreciate all the
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hard work that goes into it. Please change my email address.
Thank you.
Lois (Moller) Laing (June 1949)
[Lois, we're so glad you enjoy the newsletter and thank you for keeping us upto-date with your email address. Paulette English, TAA Web Editor and
Newsletter Assistant]

William Howard Taft
Hall of Fame
Celebration Fundraiser
On September 5, 2015, the following people were
honored for the newly formed William Howard Taft Hall of
Fame at the Ridgemoor Country Club gala event:
Retired Taft Teachers:
Mrs. Ruth Artisuk
Mr. Chuck Dobrath
Mr. Frank Hood
Mr. Roy Horton
Mr. Joe Kupcinet
Mrs. Belle Meites
Mrs. Patricia (O'Keefe) Daniels
Mr. James Stamm
Miss Lois Tortorelli
Former Taft Principals:
Mr. Leo Hoeffer
Mr. John Graven
Former PTA and School Board Parents:
Mr. Jim Delmedico
Mrs. June Weinstein
Taft Student Alumni:
Fred Allegretti (class of 1959)
Wayne Andersen (1963)
Rich Coady (1962)
Cara Dunne Yates (1988)
Robert Forney (1944)
Jim Grabowski (1962)
Patrice Gramarossa (1970)
Jim Jacobs (1960)
Terry Kath (1964)
Steve Lombardo (1960)
Al MacFarlane (1960)
Larry Marsh (1959)
Lynn Morley Martin (1957)
Howard Moore (1990)
Dick Thornton (1957)
Joseph Tunzi (1971)
Robert Wislow (1963)
Stuart Weinstein (1964)
Jim Weinstein (1968)
Susan Weinstein (1971)
Following the dinner, a 90-minute ceremony of
heartfelt stories were heard from each inductee who
attended the event about his or her life and love of Taft.
They each spent a few minutes to tell how their days at
Taft influenced their lives. The Student Alumni each spoke

www.taftalumni.org

Page 4

of how their teachers helped guide them, influence them
and lead them to success in life. In turn, the retired
teachers described their own love of Taft and the great
talents of the students they led in class every day.
Following are a montage of photographs taken by
Anne Lunde of many of the honorees.

The Weinstein family, with Jim at left, Stuart at top,
Sue at right and June is seated in the middle.

Anastasia Graven (left), widow of Dr. John Graven,
and Patricia O’Keefe Daniels, English and film
studies teacher

Patrice Gramarosa, a realtor and a former Chicago
Honey Bear, was presented red roses.
Jim Grabowski, whose football career spanned the
Chicago Bears and Green Bay Packers, learned he
was a sports hero for future principal Mark
Grishaber
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Larry Marsh and his wife Barb (back right) enjoyed
sharing the evening with his aunt, Mary Abraham
Leroy (Class of 1945) and her daughter, Gail Pappas,
also a Taft graduate.

Rick Winge learned that chemistry teacher Ruth
Artisuk has a remarkable memory. She was one of
the most popular faculty members nominated.

Joe Tunzi built his appreciation of Elvis Presley into
a career of writing about “The King.”
Mary and Rich Zabelski spoke on behalf of their
daughter, Cara Dunne Yates, and how opportunities
opened for her as a Paralympic skier and cyclist,
despite blindness from an early age.
Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2015
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Fred Allegretti

Alan MacFarlane

Developer Robert Wislow shared his memories of
joining the Taft track team. Coach Chuck Dobrath
sent him for hurdle training on the south side with
Olympian Wilma Rudolph, and helped him get a
college scholarship.
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Retired coach Frank Hood (left) and one of Hood’s basketball legends, Coach Howard Moore (right) are
congratulated by Nick Nishibayashi, one of the hall of fame selection committee.

Former Principal Art Tarvardian listening to Jim Jacobs, co-writer of “Grease”.

[Photos continued on Page 17]
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Class Notes
Class Notes includes both new
TAA members and renewals, when
received prior to going to press. If you
want to include other special details, please include that
information on your membership form as shown on the
inside of the last page of this newsletter.
1940s
Beverly (Hansen) Janke (Feb 1941), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, 16 great grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, is a retired
truant office for the Chicago Public Schools.
Dorothy (Schneider) Altergott (Jun 1941), lives in Palatine, IL.
Adam Klafta (Jun 1941), has 4 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives in San Diego, CA, 3 years US Army Ordinance
Co. Supply S/Sgt France-Germany, is retired from pharmacutical sales and district management at Pfizer Inc., his
favorite world travel has been by river ship cruising the Nile,
Yangse, Li, Mekong, Ha Long Bay, Volga, Rhone, Rhine,
Moselle, Seine, Danube and more.
William Ruehl (Jun 1941), lives in Elgin, IL.
Dee (Kane) McPheeters (Jun 1944), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives in Novi, MI, Michigan
State AA, is retired, is living in a retirement home ("Not ready
for this but here I am!").
Vivian (Winkates) Borman (Jun 1945), has 4 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in Framingham, MA, Mundelein Col BS Chem, is
a retired chemist, homemaker and volunteer, and will
celebrate 63 years of marriage to Art in September.
Jane (Galitz) Delaney (Jun 1945), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren,
3 great grandchildren, lives in Tucson, AZ, Iowa St, U AZ, is a
retired employment interviewer, and is always interested to
hear news about the class of 1945.
Dorothy (Vodvarka) Hincks (Jun 1945), lives in Yorba Linda, CA.
Edmund Mazur (Jun 1945), has 4 children, 5 stepchildren, 14
grandchildren, lives in Edgewater, FL, U of I BA Architecture,
U of WI MA Urb Affairs, is a retired architect.
Dolores (Wenk) Ebner (Feb 1946), has 5 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Littleton, CO, American Conservatory of Music Chicago, is a retired historian, author and poet, entered the
Jefferson County CO Hall of Fame (2001) and earned the
National Historic Preservation medal for the DAR (2011).
Mae (Suchak) Daube (Jan 1947), married Ron Daube (deceased)
(Jan ‘47), lives in Houston, TX, is formerly vice president of
Bordens.
James Geisler (Jan 1947), married Margaret (Kaulfuss) Geisler
(1949 (GED)), has 4 children, 2 grandchildren, 2 great
grandchildren, lives in Brewster, MA, some college, is retired
while opening a B&B in their home.
Shirley (Mack) McCormick (Jun 1947), lives in Park Ridge, IL.
Jackie (Raff) Raff (Jan 1948), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren, 3
great grandchildren, lives in Eden Prairie, MN, is a retired
homemaker and volunteer.
Donald Dahlke (Jun 1948), lives in Rosemont, IL.
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Joan (Busch) Long (Jun 1948), lives in Holland, MI.
Joe Stanton (Jun 1948), has 4 children, 12 grandchildren, 6 great
grandchildren, lives in McHenry, IL, is the retired owner of
Stanton Hobby Shop (49 years at Milwaukee and Lawrence).
Barbara (Burgis) Zuegel (Jan 1949), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, Millikin U BA Ed '53, is a retired
teacher and homemaker.
Marge (Kaulfuss) Geisler (Jun 1949), married James Geisler (Jan
‘47), has 4 children, 2 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren,
lives in Brewster, MA, GED; Nursing School, is a retired LPN
for the Mass. Dept of Mental Health.
Raymond Godzicki (Jun 1949), lives in Chicago, IL.
Jean (Eischen) Hane (Jun 1949), lives in Santa Barbara, CA, would
love to reconnect with her classmates.
Mary (Forsland) Harner (Jun 1949), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Bradenton, FL, Northwestern U BS Ed '54, is
retired.
James Jacobsen (Jun 1949), has 1 children, 4 grandchildren, 2
great grandchildren, lives in Peoria, IL, NIU BS; Bradley U MS;
N Colorado U EdD, is a retired professor, lives at Lutheran
Hillside Village.
Henry Wagner (Jun 1949), married Rosalyn Coy (Jun ‘52), lives in
Lillian, AL.
1950s
Harry Johnson (Jan 1950), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in
Prospect Hts, IL, NIU BS Ed '54; Northwestern MS '58, DDS
'60, is a retired dentist; the night he graduated he took a train
to St. Paul where he won the US Title in speed skating.
Tom Gutzman (Jun 1950), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in
Chicago, IL, US Army 1952-54, is retired.
Pat (Ryan) Michalski (Jun 1950), lives in Oak Park, IL.
John Sladkey (Jun 1950), lives in Overland Park, KS.
Helen (Jacobson) Vanderspool (Jun 1950), has 1 children, lives in
Framingham, MA, is retired.
Ray Black (Jan 1951), lives in Guttenberg, IA.
Joan (Armstrong) Engelking (Jun 1951), has 4 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Fair Oaks Ranch, TX, 2 years college, is a
retired RN, loves travel, uniting with family and friends,
playing bridge and poker.
Charlene (Johnson) Hurt (Jun 1951), lives in Huntley, IL, is
retired.
Bob Eischen (Jun 1952), married Pat Link (Jun ‘54), lives in
Skokie, IL.
Rich Hathaway (Jun 1952), has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, lives
in Groveland, CA, U of IL BSME; active reserve 6 months, is a
retired director of engineering, enjoys golf, fishing, shooting
and pickleball.
Louise (Vandemerkt) Lowry (Jun 1952), lives in Mundelein, IL.
Anita (Nehring) Petersen (Jun 1952), married Ronald Petersen
(deceased) (Jun ‘51), has 2 children, lives in Elk Grove, IL, is
retired.
Rosalyn (Coy) Wagner (Jun 1952), married Henry Wagner (Jun
‘49), lives in Lillian, AL.
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Bill Bruhn (Jan 1953), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, 1 great
grandchild, lives in Rosemont, IL, US Army 6 years, is a retired
tool and die maker.
James Fizzell (Jan 1953), lives in Park Ridge, IL.
Janet (Anderson) Mills (Jan 1953), lives in Decatur, GA.
Jerry Spachner (Jan 1953), lives in Elk Grove Village, IL, is retired
from sales for General Mills.
Rich Albrecht (Jun 1953), lives in Lake Geneva, WI.
Pat (Miller) Burneson (Jun 1953), lives in Naples, FL.
Barbara (Edwards) Freitag (Jun 1953), lives in Joliet, IL.
Douglas Gifford (Jun 1953), lives in Carol Stream, IL, is retired.
Matt Joswick (Jun 1953), has 1 children, lives in Glen Ellyn, IL,
Benidictine U BS; US Air Force 6 years, is a semi-retired writer
and published author, has two published two novels.
Blanche (Reinhardt) Peterson (Jun 1953), lives in Chicago, IL, is a
retired nanny.
Jacqueline (Aiken) Wrobel (Jun 1953), lives in Chicago, IL.
Janet (Rebscher) Eastman (Jan 1954), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Northbrook, IL, American Airlines Flicht
Academy, is a meeting planner and former stewardess.
Dick Austin (Jun 1954), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in
Safety Harbor, FL, American Col MS, is a retired insurance
company president.
Alice (Sarau) Bebee (Jun 1954), married Robert Bebee (Jun ‘54),
has 3 children, 13 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives
in Deland, FL, is retired.
Robert Bebee (Jun 1954), married Alice (Sarau) Bebee (Jun ‘54),
has 3 children, 13 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives
in Deland, FL, is retired.
Marjorie (Nugent) Claeson (Jun 1954), has 2 children, 7 grandchildren, lives in Palatine, IL, is co-owner with husband of a
manufacturing rep business.
Pat (Link) Eischen (Jun 1954), married Robert Eischen (Jun ‘56),
lives in Skokie, IL.
Chuck Goonrey (Jun 1954), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives
in Camp Hill, PA, Northwestern U BA '58, Law '61, is a retired
corporate attorney, says retirement is great as long as the
health and money hold. So far, so good.
Ted Madej (Jun 1954), lives in Jupiter, FL, BS Bus; Sgt in USMC
1954-57, is a retired vice president/general manager of
several auto dealers and a marketing rep manager for
Midwest Ford Motor Co.
Ken Motzny (Jun 1954), lives in Rockford, IL.
Novelle (Cunningham) Pallanich (Jun 1954), has 2 children, 8
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, lives in Lees Summit, MO,
Northwestern BS '57; U of Utah MS '67; U MO EdD, is a
retired consultant and professor.
Kathleen (Miller) Dass (Jan 1955), lives in McHenry, IL.
Anita (Zabel) Grizaffi (Jan 1955), has 4 children, 13 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, lives in River Forest, IL.
Bill Herbst (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 1 grandchild, lives in
Fountain Hills, AZ, IL St BS '59; NIU MS '64; TX A&M '65; U IL
'67; St. Cloud St MN '68, is a retired middle school principal.
Erv Janis (Jun 1955), lives in Chicago, IL.
Mary (Pastuszka) Sikorski (Jun 1955), lives in Mundelein, IL.
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Judith (Kratzenberg) Tonz (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 13 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives in Peoria, AZ, U of IL, is a
retired homemaker, travels several time a year to visit
families all over the US, inviting you to call her if ever in the
Phoenix area.
Rosalie (Davies) Zweifel (Jun 1955), has 5 children, 7 grandchildren, 13 great grandchildren, lives in Dodgeville, WI, is a
ceramics artist and the owner of a mobile home park, loves to
travel, organizes and takes folks on trips all over the USA.
Marilyn (Treadway) Armentrout (Jan 1956), has 4 children, 7
grandchildren, 5 step grandchildren, lives in Irvine, CA, U of
Chicago, BS, is a retired director of personnel at U of CA
Irvine-Engineering.
Richard Aron (Jan 1956), married Elaine (Holt) Aron (Jan ‘57),
has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in Livonia, MI, U of IL, is
a retired architect rep for US Gypsum.
Shirley (Molinare) Blume (Jun 1956), married Allen Blume (Jun
‘59), has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, is
retired, and worked with Allen at the Grand Canyon for 4
years after retirement.
Richard Dencer (Jun 1956), lives in Burlington, IL.
Allen Meskan (Jun 1956), has 3 children, 21 grandchildren, 3
great grandchildren, lives in Addison, IL, is vice president of a
foundry.
Joan (Maas) Petersen-Speirs (Jun 1956), married Chuck Petersen
(deceased) (Jun ‘54), has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, 5 great
grandchildren, lives in Fort Pierce, FL, is a retired realtor,
loves being a "sunbird".
M. Edward Rodriguez (Jun 1956), has 7 children, 16 great grandchildren, 8 great great grandchildren, lives in Palatine, IL, Jr
Col AA, is retired.
Nancy (Wander) Stolfa (Jun 1956), has 5 children, 11 grandchildren, lives in Placida, FL, Blackburn Col BA '60, is a retired
homemaker and weight loss counselor, enjoys traveling to
visit her children and grandchildren in five different states.
Barbara (Ruhnke) Young-Drummer (Jun 1956), married Robert
Young (deceased) (Jun ‘54), has 3 children, 6 grandsons, 3
great grandchildren, 3 great great grandchildren, lives in
Kemah, TX, is retired and remarried (William Drummer), one
grandson works for AMX, one is in law school, one in the
Navy, and three in college.
Elaine (Holt) Aron (Jan 1957), married Richard Aron (Jan ‘56),
has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in Livonia, MI, BA Ed,
MA, is a retired public school teacher.
Alan Carlson (Jan 1957), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, 3 great
grandchildren, lives in Springfield, OR, AA Criminal Justice;
USMC, is a retired police officer.
Diane (Klier) Dierks (Jan 1957), has 4 children, 8 grandchildren,
lives in Marengo, IL, is retired.
Karen (Taylor) Fogarty (Jan 1957), has 5 children, 8 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, Wright Jr
Col AA, is a retired after-school program director.
Carole (Lewis) Lanka (Jan 1957), lives in Huntley, IL.
Bruce Longman (Jan 1957), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives in
Cape Coral, FL, NIU BS Edu '61, is retired, and plans to travel
on a 33' sport fishing yacht.
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Marcelyn (Haerr) Norris (Jan 1957), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Carol Stream, IL, 2 years college, returned to
working at a beauty salon because she got tired of sitting
around.
Richard Traugott (Jan 1957), has 4 children, 5 grandchildren, 1
great grandchild, lives in Hendersonville, NC, MBA, is a retired
3M Int'l marketing manager, has been married 52 years.
Robert Kennett (Jun 1957), married Joan Eis (Jun ‘58), has 4
children, 11 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, lives in
Bonita Springs, FL, U of IL; Northwestern U; US Army Airbourn
1958-59, is retired publisher, and spends summers in Crystal
Lake.
Edward Freisinger (Jun 1958), lives in Chicago, IL, US Army 1963
-65, is a retired grocery clerk, and has a few muscle cars.
Penny (Neeb) Hoffman (Jun 1958), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Olympia, WA, Northwestern BS Journ '62, is a
retired editor.
Joan (Eis) Kennett (Jun 1958), married Bob Kennett (Jun ‘57), has
4 children, 11 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, lives in
Bonita Springs, FL, is a retired merchandising representative.
Richard Lutz (Jun 1958), lives in Barrington, IL.
Sharon (Hinds) Nystrom (Jun 1958), lives in Westlake Village, CA.
Martin Paluga (Jun 1958), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in
Las Vegas, NV, Northwestern U '62, is a retired CPA and financial planner, has a vacation home in Huntington Beach, CA.
Cliff Stoll (Jun 1958), has 2 children, lives in Columbus, OH, is a
retired engineer.
Tom Croston (Jan 1959), has 1 children, lives in Wheeling, IL, Coe
Coll BA '63, is retired.
Ed Rodiek (Jan 1959), lives in Garden, MI, is retired.
Allen Blume (Jun 1959), married Shirley Molinare (Jun ‘56), has 3
children, 7 grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, is a retired
architectual engineer, and worked with Shirley at the Grand
Canyon for 4 years after retirement.
Sharon (Carlier) Dompke (Jun 1959), lives in Chicago, IL.
Audrey (Dalmaine) Gerlitz (Jun 1959), lives in Mt Prospect, IL,
Bradley U, is a retired credit manager for Amersham Corp.
1960s
Frank Braun (Jan 1960), married Charlotte Rizzo (Jan ‘61), has 2
children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Mt Prospect, IL, is a retired
Deputy Chief Cook County Police.
Carol Ann Mondel (Jan 1960), has 1 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Chicago, IL, is retired.
Bob Speckmann (Jan 1960), lives in Deerfield, IL.
Judy (Kolpek) Speckmann (Jan 1960), lives in Deerfield, IL.
Richard Swanson (Jan 1960), has 1 children, lives in Liverpool,
NY, IIT BS '64; Northeastern IL U MAT '68; Ohio St PhD '72, is
an author and mathematics education professor.
Dennis Dziak (Jun 1960), has 3 children, 1 grandchild, lives in
Palm City, FL, DePaul U BA Acct; CPA; Vietnam veteran, is a
retired director of pricing for Glaxo Smith Kline until 1995,
was a FEMA disaster comptroller in Baton Rouge for
Hurricane Katrina.
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Charlotte (Rizzo) Braun (Jan 1961), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Mt Prospect, IL, is retired.
Linnea (Lundberg) Conway (Jan 1961), lives in Georgetown, TX,
SIU BA; Washington U MSW, is a clinical social worker.
Helene (Bakula) Ervin (Jan 1961), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren,
lives in Pahrump, NV, is retired from Metropolitan and Combined Insurance, and Walgreens; shares that she recently lost
the love of her life.
Edward Gersch (Jan 1961), has 1 children, lives in Suquamish,
WA, IIT BSEE '66; USC MS, is a retired electrical engineer.
David Barth (Jan 1962), has 4 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in
Bartlett, IL, Elmhurst Col BA, is a video producer/voice-over
narrator, directs the new Taft Foundation Alumni Mixed
Chorus.
Janet (Swanson) Cnota (Jan 1962), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, lives in Scottsdale, AZ, 2 years college, is a retired baker.
Allan Stromsta (Jan 1962), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives in
Shorewood, IL, NIU BA '67; Chicago State MS '74, is retired
from the Illinois Dept of Corrections.
Maria (Pappas) Economos (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives in Park Ridge, IL, BA, is a retired (10 years)
elementary school teacher.
Darlene (Bruemmer) Hendricksen (Jun 1962), married Robert
Hendricksen (deceased) (Jun ‘60), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in Hawthorn Woods, IL, Northeastern IL U BA
Ed '66, is business owner, married to Ken Reicks in 1997, likes
to read, garden and travel the world.
Arlene (Rolnicki) Janke (Jun 1962), married Donald Janke (Jan
‘65), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL,
Wright Col, is a retired computer and lab technician.
Dennis Rasmusson (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren,
lives in Woodbury, MN, IL State U BS; U of St. Thomas MA;
USCG Reserve 8 years, is a retired teacher.
Karen (Olson) Swenson (Jun 1962), has 1 children, lives in St
Charles, IL, NIU BS Ed '85; Nat'l Coll of Edu MA '89, is a retired
kindergarten teacher, is still great friends with Kathy Schroeder Whitehurst and Lauralea Mell Brandt from Class of '62.
John Alley (Jan 1963), lives in Green Valley, AZ.
Lynn (Valters) Mays (Jan 1963), has 4 children, 10 grandchildren,
lives in New Smyrna Beach, FL, Dominican Col BA; St. Xavier
Col (Chicago) MA, is a retired teacher, and is expecting grandchild #11 in January 2016.
Carol (Lundberg) Miller (Jan 1963), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Larchwood, IA, Wright Jr Col; Augustana Col, is a
retired librarian.
Rick Monahan (Jan 1963), lives in Phoenix, AZ, IL Wesleyan U BA
'67; U of MO MA '69, is retired.
Richard Sliwinski (Jan 1963), has 2 children, lives in Plano, TX,
Northwestern U BS BA; U of Chicago MBA; USMC Sgt. 196870, is retired from finance.
Camille (Shelly) Kosieniak (Jun 1963), lives in Lexington, TX.
Cheryl (Henninger) Krupa (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Des Plaines, IL, Wheaton Col, BS Phys Ed, is a
retired activity director at Covenant Village of Northbrook.
Patricia McKevitt (Jun 1963), lives in St Louis, MO.
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Dee (Rhodes) West (Jun 1963), has 5 children, 7 grandchildren,
lives in Thomson, IL, is a retired minister, along side of her
pastor husband.
Alan Heyn (Jan 1964), lives in Domascus, MD.
Terry Lindberg (Jan 1964), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives
in Normal, IL, NIU BA '69; Suny-Albany MBA '71, is retired.
Dan Noon (Jun 1964), lives in Niles, IL.
Donald Janke (Jan 1965), married Arlene Rolnicki (Jun ‘62), has 2
children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, US Navy Reserve 26 years active duty, Vietnam and Desert Storm, is a
retired police officer.
Daniel Lazar (Jan 1965), has 1children, lives in Bloomingdale, IL,
is a retired credit manager.
Wayne Hanslik (Jun 1965), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Batavia, IL, UIC BA, is retired from insurance sales but still
sells Medicare supplements.
Fred Kudert (Jun 1965), lives in Niles, IL.
Martin Wordell (Jun 1966), lives in Jamestown, NC, Lakeland Col
BS Bus Adm, is the owner of Carolina Casters.
Pamela (Erbach) Kueltzo (Jan 1967), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Homer Glen, IL, NIU BA, is a church office
administrator.
Phil Deetjen (Jun 1967), married Sue Eggers (1969), has 3
children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Addison, IL, Col of DuPage
AB; US Army 1969-71, is an FCA commercial businesslink
manager, River Front, is very active with Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church in Addison.
Vinette (Gramarossa) Engler (Jun 1967), has 3 children, lives in
Hoffman Estates, IL, Cosmetology School, is a TSA officer at
O'Hare, and is the proud sister of the new WHT Hall of Famer
Patti Gramarossa.
Jim Schroeder (Jun 1967), lives in Richmond, VA.
Colleen (Maloney) Lapaglia (1968), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Sandy Springs, GA, is a flight attendant.
Christine Lilla (1968), Triton Coll LPN '84; Harper Coll AA Nurs
'89, AA Sci '89, is a retired RN (board certified in med-surg), is
just enjoying retirement.
Susan (Eggers) Deetjen (1969), married Phil Deetjen (Jun ‘67),
has 3 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Addison, IL, is in inside
sales administration.
1970s
Carol (Davies) Bonk (1970), has 4 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Summit, IL, is retired from public relations at AMC Corp.
Jill Kessel (1970), married Dan DaValle (deceased) (1969), has 1
children, lives in Rockford, IL, Elmhurst Col BA HR, is a real
estate agent in Wisconsin.
Ourania Malliris (1970), has 2 children, lives in Seattle, WA,
Radcliffe U BA '74; Harvard U Medical MD '78, is a
pediatrician.
Jill Forbes (1971), lives in Chicago, IL.
Pamela Galla-Klein (1971), lives in Barrington, IL.
Patti (Hanisch) Hartnack (1971), lives in Scottsdale, AZ, Western
IL BS '76, AZ STATE Med '91, is a retired special ed preschool
teacher.
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Barbara (Moe) Lemaster (1971), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren,
lives in Naperville, IL, WIU BS Elem Edu, is retired from
Colbert Custom Framing.
Barbara (Stoesser) Mengarelli (1971), has 2 children, lives in
Kildeer, IL, BS, is retired.
Nancy (Mateling) Cibic (1972), lives in Chicago, IL, NEIU BA Econ
'92, is a regulatory compliance specialist with the FAA since
1972.
Judy (Sparesus) Lubinski (1972), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Clarendon Hills, IL, UIC BA Bio/Chem '75; UIMC BS
Pharm '78, is a pharmacist.
Don Stein (1972), married Annie (Bursoni) Stein (1974), has 1
children, lives in Niles, IL, UIC BA Mgmt; DePaul U MBA Fin, is
a general manager.
David Swoch (1972), has 2 children, lives in Rolling Meadows, IL,
UI Chicago BSEE; DePaul U MBA, is an electrical engineer.
Peter Watson (1972), lives in Belleville, IL, BS in MIS, US Army
Artillery 4 years, is a retired IT professional.
Linda (Vanornum) Andrews (1973), has 2 children, lives in Park
Ridge, IL, BA Eng and Communications, 1979 Mundelein
College; MS, 2006 UI, is a social worker.
Pam (Borek) McDonald (1973), lives in Lakeville, MN.
Clare Welter (1973), lives in Chicago, IL.
Ann Marie (Bursoni) Stein (1974), married Don Stein (1972), has
1 child, lives in Niles, IL, is retired.
Theresa Vandorpe (1975), lives in Chicago, IL, U IL Chicago BA, is
a business analyst.
Karen Welter (1976), lives in Chicago, IL.
Linda Kuffel (1977), lives in Park Ridge, IL, is an executive
assistant.
Ron Turcotte (1977), lives in Stockton, CA.
Gregg Lameka (1979), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives in Cary,
IL, is an auction manager for GE, and met his wife, Elaine,
while living in Scotland.
1980s
Cathy Wallin (1980), lives in Chicago, IL.
Patty (Bockmann) Brummond (1981), has 2 children, lives in Mc
Henry, IL.
2000s
Ryan Glowacz (2006), lives in Chicago, IL, is a teacher, and Taft's
Athletic Director, and the TAA faculty liaison.

Wanted – TAA Board Members
Your Taft Alumni Association is currently soliciting its
membership to become a TAA board member. The position
is for a two-year commitment. It is preferable that you live in
the Chicagoland vicinity, but it is not mandatory. All we ask is
that you have “heart” for Taft, its history and its legacy.
Two positions are open at this time. Please contact us
at eagleemail@taftalumni.org by November 15th to express
your interest in serving.
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In the News:

As a young writer covering community news and prep
sports for the old Lerner newspaper chain up on the
Northwest Side back in the late 1970s, Richard Lindberg
(1971) always wondered if the day would ever come when he
would have the opportunity to host his own column in a
magazine or paper.
With the debut of the new "Chicagoan" Magazine in
November 2015, he will be writing a column on Chicago
history for each issue. He said, “Long time coming but better
late than never, I suppose.”
October marks the publication of his latest book "Gangland Chicago: Criminality and
Lawlessness in the Windy City,"
published in hardcover by Rowman
& Littlefield. It’s a comprehensive
history of street gangs from before
the Civil War through 1990 and the
successful prosecution of Jeff Fort.
Rich mused, ”This is book
number seventeen, and I'm not
done yet.” This info is taken from his Facebook page. Rich is
one of our TAA Hall of Fame honorees, inducted in 2000.

During halftime at the opening season NFL Green Bay
Packer/Chicago Bears football game last month, Packer alums
were honored. As shown here on the right, proudly sporting
his “old” number 33 is Jim Grabowski (June 1962), who

played for the Packers for five seasons (1966-1970). He was a
first round draft pick for the Packers and enjoyed being part
of the championship team that won Super Bowls I and II.
Although those games were not actually called “Super Bowls”
then, that special name came later and in 2016 it will be
Super Bowl 50. The decision to drop the traditional Roman
numerals was described by the NFL as a way to "elevate and
celebrate the historic" 50th anniversary of the Super Bowl.
Additionally, the Roman numeral for 50 is "L," which would
have made the logo: Super Bowl L. So, younger generations
who probably aren’t even taught the Roman numerals any
longer will not have a problem knowing how many years
since the first “Super Bowl” was played.
It's a one-year break, said Jaime Weston, the league's
vice president of brand and creative, because the "L" isn't as
pleasing to the eye. The NFL will break from tradition and go
without a Roman numeral on the Super Bowl 50 logo.
However, order will be restored for Super Bowl LI in 2017.
"When we developed the Super Bowl XL logo, that was
the first time we looked at the letter L," Weston said. "Up
until that point, we had only worked with X's, V's and I's. And,
at that moment, that's when we started to wonder: What will
happen when we get to 50?" Confusing? Apparently not to
them (The NFL powers-to-be).
Jim stands proudly one as of our founding members in
the Taft Alumni Association “Hall of Fame” list of honorees
from 1989. [The Lambeau Field tunnel to the field photo is
provided by Roger Utnehmer of DoorCountyDailyNews.com].
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•

Founded in 1983, TAA is a non-profit organization
formed with the purpose of promoting alumni
friendships and supporting Taft High School through
service, improvements, and scholarships.

•

TAA was organized to provide the means whereby
alumni may continue the friendships developed while
undergraduates at Taft High School and to provide
improvements and services for Taft High School.
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In Our Memories
Sam Ozaki, Taft Principal (1977-1989).
See a memorial article on him
following this section.
Warren Link, who taught History at Taft
died October 9, 2015.

Vernon (Van) Vanderah passed away September
22, 2015 at age 89, in Gainesville FL. He was an
outstanding German teacher at Taft,
Marie (Hauck) Ruehl (class of January 1941), died July 30,
2015. She was married to her high school sweetheart, Bill
Ruehl (June 1941).
Mable (Heen) Buskirk (class of June 1942), died September
28, 2015.
Daniel Peter Novak (class of January 1942), died July 29,
2015.
Elmer Everett “Ed” Hill (class of June 1944), died on January
8, 1976. He enlisted into the Navy when he turned 18,
just a few weeks prior to graduation, but was a proud
Taftite as was his wife, Shirley Jacobsen Hill (January
1948). He received his high school diploma after the war
ended.
Carole Anne (Sladkey) Karstenson (class of January 1944)
died October 23, 2014. She is sister to the late Robert
(January 1948) and John “Jack” Sladkey (June 1950).
F. Taft Lowell (class of January 1945), died September 27,
2015. He is husband to Hazel (Idle) Lowell
(February 1946).
Joyce (Mertes) Kelley (class of June 1947), died October 1,
2015.
Robert Jerome Sladkey (class of January 1948) died April 16,
2014. He is brother to the late Carole (Sladkey)
Karstenson (January 1944) and John “Jack” Sladkey (June
1950).
Robert Paul Winkelman (class of June 1951), passed away on
June 7, 2015. He is the father of Jennifer Winkelman
Elwood (1988).
Barbara (Imbiorski) Sobaski (class of June 1954), died
September 5, 2015 in Michigan of cancer.
Chandler Howard Voorhees (class of January 1957) died July
28, 2015.
Stephen John Huska (class of June 1958), died August 4,
2015. He is the brother to the late Martin Huska (June
1967).
Theodore Peter “Ted” Kleen (class of June 1961), died in
1998.
James Anthony Kuffel (class of June 1961) died December 24,
2014.
Robert Stanley Fachet (class of June 1969) died August 1,
2015.
Thomas Carl Cook (class of 1971) died June 22, 2014.
Laura Joan Kennedy (class of 1971) died October 2, 2015.
Robert Mathias Krupp (class of 1971) died June 15, 2014.
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Debra Lee (Russell) Regine (class of 1971) died November 2,
2013.
Joseph John Tipre (class of 1971) died February 21, 2013. He
was owner of Tipre Hardware since 1978.
Benedetto Joseph “Ben”Vitale (class of 1971) died February
21, 2013.
Brian Roy Zimmerman (class of 1971) died January 22, 2012.
Gregg Swiderski (class of 1977), died August 24, 2015. He is
brother to Steven, Nancy and Gary Swiderski.
Kimberly (Cook) Bogseth (class of 2001), died September 1,
2015. She is the wife of Brent Bogseth (2001?) and sister
of Kelly Cook (1998).

Sam Ozaki’s Legacy
at Taft
By Anne Lunde
Taft High School lost a special
part of our history on Sept. 23, 2015
with the death of Sam S. Ozaki, 90.
He was one of our longest
serving principals, the eldest of our
surviving principals, and the first to come back to assist
Taft after his official retirement.
Mr. Ozaki was the first Asian-American principal to
serve in the Chicago Public Schools, first in grade school
assignments, and later at Lake View and Harrison high
schools. He and John Graven had been principals at
nearby grade schools on the South Side. When Dr.
Graven was promoted to a position at CPS
headquarters, he reassured the Taft community that we
were in good hands. Mr. Ozaki’s former high school
protested his departure, but Sam Ozaki was a gift to
Taft many times over.
His time at Taft was during the school’s major
period of desegregation, but he eased the transition.
Taft students were encouraged to try some of the
“Options for Knowledge” programs where they could
travel across the city to museums and other special
credit courses. Taft became a location with similar
specialty programs, sort of a mini-magnet emphasis,
where students from elsewhere could enroll at Taft.
Local gifted grade school students came for early
morning accelerated courses like algebra so they could
be a few classes ahead as freshmen. The Ozaki years
built upon the Graven years.
Mr. Ozaki seemed to know everyone in the school –
we suspect he really did. When he was out at the front
door greeting the students every day, he was not only
being friendly, he was on guard to filter out the
strangers and the trouble makers who did not belong.

www.taftalumni.org

Page 14

The voluntary transfer years transitioned into more
minority enrollments toward the end as requirements
for the school system changed. But there is something
encouraging about having a principal who understands
the school and the student body and is in charge.
Students participated in track-a-thons, the PTA
hosted square dances, and the whole school participated in the Festivals of the Arts. Who else but Sam
Ozaki would have agreed to be wrapped like a mummy
in rolls of toilet paper during one of the festivals?
He is remembered for his support of student
activities, for attending the Taft games and the playoffs,
even downstate whenever a Taft team got into the
finals, for making sure there were press notifications
whenever there was news to share about the school’s
success.
Later, a few years ago, through the efforts of
retired teacher and coach Frank Hood, he was honored
as a Friend of Basketball by the Illinois Basketball
Coaches Hall of Fame in recognition of his support of
the Taft athletic program and its players.
There had been an earlier Taft High School Alumni
Association, started by Frank Zemaitis after the 1940
graduation, but it did not survive long. Sam Ozaki was a
major force in starting the current Taft Alumni
Association in 1984, and Kay Carlson Kuciak, who
stepped up to be our first president, worked hard with
him to establish the group and begin activities. He and
John Graven were both honored guests at the school’s
50th anniversary in 1989.
The Taft
Alumni
Association
honored him in
2004, when we
created our Book
of Honor to
recognize former
admini-trators
and retired
teachers. We
were pleased
when he was able
Sam Ozaki and Dr. Graven in 1989
to return in 2009
at Taft's 50th Anniversary and
First Hall of Fame Celebration
for our Hall of
Fame induction ceremonies for new members and the
dedication of the plaque for Dr. Graven at the school
library.
The 1988-89 school year was busy at Taft, with a
North Central evaluation in the spring, and the launch
of the first elected Local School Councils aimed for
October. Mr. Ozaki said he had hoped to stay at least
one year under the new LSC format, but he was ill in the
spring and was advised to retire.
He didn’t sit still. In his retirement years, many of
us learned for the first time of his earlier life, growing

Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2015

up in California as a Japanese-American. He was 17
when Pearl Harbor was bombed in 1941. JapaneseAmerican families near the coast were sent to internment camps inland, one of the troubling situations in
American political history. Mr. Ozaki joined the U.S.
Army and fought in Italy in the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, a segregated Japanese-American unit
which was highly decorated for its soldiers’ outstanding
bravery and accomplishments in rescuing fellow
Americans against all odds. He served as a Browning
Automatic rifleman and interpreter for military
intelligence. Unable to return yet to California, he
ended up in Chicago, pursuing a career in education,
which was Taft’s good fortune. Recently he was among
unit members who were awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal of Honor by the Obama administration. He
was honored locally by the Norwood Park Memorial Day
parade, who named him as parade grand marshal a few
years after his retirement.
Sam Ozaki spent much of his “free” time in retirement, speaking about Japanese-American issues for the
Japanese American Service Committee and the Japanese
American Citizens League. When Mr. Ozaki spoke,
people listened, and he was able to make a difference.
Almost 10 years after he left Taft, as several
restructurings of the local curriculum had struggled in
the face of citywide scheduling changes and
administrative shuffling, Taft was assigned a team from
CPS to add a junior high component (the Academic
Center), a Naval Jr. ROTC program, and smooth out
rough spots in the Taft offerings. Mr. Ozaki was asked to
come back to Taft and help with that process.
Sam Ozaki was Taft’s fifth principal, only the
second to survive more than a year after leaving the
position, and the longest to date to live after retirement
(26 years). That was in part because Taft was usually
one of the high points at the culmination of a principal’s
career. For those who do not go on to other schools,
Taft stays their home school, and we were blessed to be
able to continue to claim a small part of Sam Ozaki as
Taft’s own.
Mr. Ozaki’s wife, Harue, preceded him in death.
They were married for 57 years, and she visited Taft and
Taft events a number of times. He is survived by
children Edward (Marina), Stephen and Nancy; grandchildren Stephen, Phillip, Rebecca and James. Sam was
the brother of Lily (Tom) Teraji and June (Tom) Nomura
and the late Kei and Yogi (Molly) Ozaki. Additional
information is available online at Legacy.com.
If you would like to make a memorial donation in
Sam Ozaki’s memory towards a Taft Alumni Association
scholarship, please send your checks to the Taft Alumni
Association, identified for Ozaki Scholarship Fund, in
care of Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.,
Chicago IL 60631.
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Alumni Killed in Vietnam
In November 2012, TAA was approached by Dennis (Kappel) Paterka (1968), a Vietnam era Marine looking for the
gravesites of two Taft alumni who were killed in action in Vietnam, Spencer Goethe (Jun ’67) and Marty Huska (Jun ’67).
Both had died in 1970 and had seemingly disappeared. We were unable to provide any further information, so Paterka
made it his mission to find them. When he contacted us again last August, not only had he located their places of rest,
he had found several other Taft alumni who had made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dale Luster (Jun ’58), Captain USMC, 7501-Pilot, died 09/26/68 Quang Ngal Province, interred Arlington
National, VA. (Also named on the Vietnam memorial at Raven and Avondale).
Andrew Luberda (Jun ’61), 2nd Lieutenant US Army, 1542-Infantry Unit Commander, died 10/17/67 Binh Long
Province, interred Maryhill, Niles, IL.
Duane Redtke (Jun ’65), Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class, HM-8404-FMF Combat Corpsman, US Navy, died
05/07/68 Quang Nam Province, interred St. Leo, Friendship, WI.
Walter Wilks (Jun ’65), Private First Class US Army, 11B10-Infantryman, US Army, died 05/05/67 Dinh Tuong
Province, interred St. Adalbert, Niles, IL.
Martin Huska (Jun ’67), Specialist 4, 11B20-Infantryman, US Army, died 05/01/70 Quang Tin Province, interred
National Bohemian, Chicago, IL (Also named on the Vietnam memorial at Raven and Avondale).
Spencer Goethe (Jun ’67), Corporal, 11B10-Infantryman, US Army, died 04/02/70 Quang Ngai Province, interred
Mount Emblem, Elmhurst, IL.
Thomas Grud (Jun ’69), 1st Lieutenant USMC, 7585-Qualified RF-4B Airborne Reconnaissance Officer, 1542Infantry Unit Commander, died 12/25/67 Quang Nam Province, interred All Saints, Des Plaines, IL.
Charles Wehrheim (1969), Private First Class, 11E1T Armor Crewman, US Army, died 08/26/70, Quang Tin
Province, interred Maryhill, Niles, IL

Dale Luster

Thomas Grud

Martin Huska

Walter Wilks

Andrew Luberda

Duane Redtke

Each of these men has a story but it is unknown if this list is complete. Paterka would appreciate any corrections or
additions. He can be reached at orangestar1@peoplepc.com.

A Small Act of Kindness Speaks Volumes
Submitted by Walter “Butch” Brzeski (Lane, Class of 1983)
An interesting thing happened after the Lane Tech and Taft high school
football game on Friday night [October 9, 2015] and I was so fortunate to witness
it. And, I hope this story of an act of kindness and compassion will let people
know of the good there is throughout CPS and not the negative CPS stories which
are constantly in the media.
In a football game featuring two rivalries, a small gesture of kindness and
compassion after the game spoke volumes. Here's what I witnessed:
Lane Tech won 19-14 [during Lane’s Homecoming game]. But, my Player
of the Game wasn't a player from Lane Tech; it was a 'class act' player who
wore #3 from Taft (Freddie Fitte). Why?
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After the game, [former] Lane Tech football player #3 Drew Williams (who was tragically injured in game a
couple years ago) was being taken to his car by his mother and she had trouble getting him over a couple of humps
which weren't handicapped friendly and what did #3 (Freddie Fitte) from Taft do?
Freddie, clearly broken up with emotion from the loss and in full uniform, pads, and spikes offered to help lift
Drew get over two humps so he would be able to get to his mother's car. A true class act!!! How ironic that it was #3
helping #3. Here's to Taft's #3 Freddie Fitte, THE Player of the Game!!"
Taft Principal, Mark Grishaber later commented, “This is another wonderful example of how amazing not only a
Taft football player was but how this next generation can be, and usually is, but unfortunately the news media tends to
focus on the behavior of a few outcasts. It appears this good news story has the makings of a viral news story. Freddie
is a Senior and will graduate in 2016.” [Photo from Walter Brzeski's Facebook post in Lane Tech Totem Pole Restoration Project.]

WHT Hall of Fame Celebration (continued from page 8}

One of Principal Mark Grishaber’s visions is to install a playing field so Taft can have home
football games. There would be no room for bleachers, just the field.

Richard Coady
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Principal Mark Grishaber shows one of the new blue
auditorium chairs, being installed in September.
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Taft Alumni Association Merchandise
Qty

Item
Specifics
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
Medium Only
$25.00
printed with white TAA logo
Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”
One Size Fits All
with full-color eagle
Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray
---“You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride”
Medium
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
Large
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
X-Large
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
XX-Large
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
XXX-Large
Jacket , Fleece – embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Medium
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Large
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
X-Large
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
XX-Large
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
XXX-Large
Year:
Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year)

Price Each Total Price
$
$15.00
$ 3.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$12.00
$12.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$30.00

Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00
Total

Name (please print):

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Remitted

$

Grad Month/Year:

Address:
City/State/ZIP:

Phone: (

)

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631
Please use a separate order form for separate addresses.

Yearbook Inventory

Time to Renew?!!

Some years are hard to keep in supply. All requests are on a
first-come, first-serve basis. As of today, we have the
following yearbooks for purchase: 1940 Jun (1), 1945 Jan (1),
1946 Jan (1), 1946 Jun (1), 1956/7 (1), 1985 (24), 1986
(47), 1987 (76), 1990 (50), 1991 (7), 1992 (132), 1993 (5),
1994 (56), 1995 (183), 1996 (62), 1997 (52), 1998 (153),
1999 (150), 2000
(351), 2001 (121),
2003 (76), 2004
(77), 2005 (56),
2006 (40), 2007
(40), 2008 (40).

Thanks to all who read our plea about keeping current with
your membership. If you receive the newsletter electronically, you’ll
find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have
lapsed. If you receive the newsletter by post, check your address label
for your year of graduation above the eagle logo on the back page. Is it
correct? And, is your renewal date coming due?
If your expiration (renewal) date is close, we urge you to sit
down NOW, complete the membership form on the next page and write
us a check for $15 or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same
address. You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled with
opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and
alumni programs. Be sure to use the application on the following page
to share with us the latest updates in your life.
Thanks to all who have opted to receive your newsletter
electronically. It has made a difference in printing, mailing and handling
newsletter costs. Bottom line, it gives us more opportunity to use our
funds for other important TAA projects for Taft.
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Taft Alumni Association
Membership Application
Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the Class Notes.
Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership. We will not publish your address or phone number.
*First Name ( PLEASE
PRINT)

* Last Name at Graduation

*Home Street Address

* Current Last Name

*City

Primary Phone

Email Address

*Month/Year You Graduated

Number of Children
Children,

*State

*ZIP
List in Email Directory
Yes
No

Grandchildren,

Great Grandchildren,

Great Greats?

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years
Occupation

Retired?
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Do not publish my information in
the Class Notes

About Your Taft Graduate Spouse
*First Name

* Last Name at Graduation

*Month/Year Spouse Graduated

* Current Last Name

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years

Occupation

Retired
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Enclosed is a
check or
money order
for:

$15.00 2-year single membership
$20.00 2-year alumni couples membership
Donation in the amount of $

Send newsletter online
Send newsletter by mail
Send both by mail and online

Please mail application and funds to:
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL 60631
Taft Alumni Association Officers
Anne Lunde
Joe Prochaska
Frank Heyer
Arlene (Laufer) Ware
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom
Stephenson

1969
1961
1948
1960
1962

Kevin Kreiger

1973

Paulette (Zemaitis) English

1967

Mike Hionis
Judy Jacobsen
Wayne Schimpff
(Vacant)
(Vacant)
Ryan Glowacz

1968
1970
1959

2006
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President, Historian
1st Vice President, Treasurer
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Director, Newsletter Editor
newsletter@taftalumni.org
920-559-7440
Director, Webmaster
webmaster@taftalumni.org
Director, Web Editor
Newsletter Assistant
eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Faculty Representative

Autumn 2015

The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.
Please address general correspondence and changes to:
Taft Alumni Association
6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631
or email - eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Send photographs and articles for the next issue to:
Jerry Bloom Stephenson
444 N. 3rd Ave – Apt. 1
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
or email - newsletter@taftalumni.org

Submission Deadline for the Fall Issue:
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