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Tori writes that her career goals were shaped by
her Taft and IB experiences. “Being a student in this
program has taught me that an important criteria for
personal development is leading a balanced life with
academics and extracurricular activities,” she said. “The
world that we live in has stressed the importance of
maintaining balance for an enriching life.”

Three
scholarships
The Taft Alumni Association presented $1,000
scholarships to three graduating seniors in June. All
three recipients have been part of Taft’s International
Baccalaureate (IB) program, and all three were in the
class’s Top 10 academically.
Future graduating classes at Taft will all be
exposed to the IB approach to education, whether or
not they are in academically advanced coursework, but
that is just being implemented in the last year. This
generation of IB students in the class of 2015 all
achieved their high grades through the challenging
program that was developed with the international
guidelines.
Victoria “Tori” Schweiger is planning a career
as an engineer and was accepted at several major
universities, including Purdue, her first choice.
At Taft Tori was captain of the junior varsity
volley-ball team and a defensive specialist on the varsity
team; she won the 2014 Lady Eagle Volleyball Award
which recognizes academic and sports achievement.
She spearheaded a new club, the Taft Majorettes.
She was active on stage and backstage in the
Drama Club, including the lead role this spring in “Wait
Until Dark.” She sang in the A Capella choir and the
Eagle Singers. Last summer she participated in a weeklong STEM seminar at University of Illinois-Urbana. She
was a member of National Honor Society, served on the
IB Student Leadership Board coordinating community
service projects, and on the Senior Committee.
She is an Illinois State Scholar and a candidate
for an IB Diploma.

2015 TAA Scholarship Awards to Tamira Fuentes,
Victoria Schwiger and Lan-Huong Nguyen
Lan-Huong Nguyan, known as “Pansy,” plans a
career in health science. She joined Taft as a member of
the junior high Academic Center, and chose to continue
in the senior high IB program. She has also been
awarded a Posse Foundation Scholarship.
In her student essay, she imagines offering
advice to her younger self: “I would tell 8th grade Pansy
that attending Taft’s International Baccalaureate
program and being part of Taft’s community would
make her feel at home because of the rigorous
program, multiple clubs and sports that spark her
unlimited interests, and volunteer opportunities that
allowed for her to be a part of history. In the end, Taft
became my home.”
She participated in sports year round: volleyball
summer and fall, and track and field winter and spring.
She lobbied to remove the strict uniform dress code at
[Continued on page 3]

to the park on the left, gulf side. East Bay becomes West Bay but it
still the same road to follow to the Gulf. Hope to see you there!

6th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic ARIZONA
Date: TBD
Place: Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale, AZ
Pot Luck: Bring something to share
BYOB: Beer in non-glass containers only
Donation: $3 per person, bring lawn chairs
Paul Frizane, aztaftalumni@yahoo.com
Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org

3rd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic CALIFORNIA

Class of June 1959

Date: July 16, 2016 1am-4pm
Place: 2372 Recuerdo Cove, Del Mar, CA
Details: $8 for pizza and beverages, Chicago dogs extra,
grandkids free. Bring side dish, salad or dessert to share.
BYOB. Swimming pool.
Contacts:
Paul Laudicina (June ‘61) longbeach1942@ gmail.com
Mike Day (Jun ‘60) - michael91942@yahoo.com

Date: October 3-4, 2015
Place: Hilton Garden Inn, Des Plaines
Special Buffet, Casual
Contact: Anne (Fear) McManus
annemcmanus@me.com
630-584-9194

Class of 1966 (50th Reunion)

Jan (Ostromencki) Savage (1974),
janhellokitty@hotmail.com

Date: June 17-19, 2016
Place: Embassy Suites – O’Hare, Rosemont
Contact: Web site - taftclass66.com or
Linda Sak - Linda@taftclass66.com

3rd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-EAST

Class of June 1985
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2015 (6-10pm)
Place: Crazy Pour Sports Bar & Grill
105 E. North Avenue
Villa Park, IL 60181
Contact: Beth (Hillman) Prather –
120 S. LaLonde, Unit 1G - Addison, IL 60101
Or
Monica (Ramos) DiTommaso monica.dito67@gmail.com

Class of 1995
Date: August 8, 2015
Place: School tour 10:30am-12:30/1:00pm (assemble by
main entrance on the BrynMawr side of Taft school
*complementary continental breakfast on location
followed by dinner cruise with
Mystic Blue Cruises, 600 E. Grand Av, Chicago
time: 7:00pm - 11:30pm
Contact: Jermaine J. Wesley Day –
jermaineday@yahoo.com
Facebook: “TaftClassof1995”

13th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-WEST
Date: Saturday, March 5, 2016 (11AM – 3PM)
Place: Sand Key Park, Clearwater, FL –
Shelter #1)
(Note the new location!) $5 parking fee) **
Pot Luck: a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Photo shoot: 2:30 pm
Contact: Leon Kathan (Jun ’56) 863-835-2211
leonkathan@yahoo.com
or Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (Jun ’62)
920-559-7440 - newsletter@taftalumni.org

** Recommendation from Bob Munsell (June ’47) - The best route
to avoid any spring beach traffic to Sand Key Park, 1060 Gulf Drive,
Clearwater Fl. is: Take US 19 to East Bay Dr. (FL 686) & turn West.
Go all the way to Gulf Dr. turn right; continue north about two miles
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Date: Saturday, April 18, 2016 - Noon - 4pm
Place: 6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL
(For those unable to attend the Florida west coast affair)
Pot Luck: a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Contact: Lynn (Morley) Martin (June ’57)
lmml@sbcglobal.net - or
Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (June ’62)
newsletter@taftalumni.org

Grade School Reunion
Garvy - Classes of January/June 1956
Date: July 25, 2015 (afternoon/evening)
Place: Foss Mansion, Lake Forest, IL
Contact: Phil Foss – philfoss@aol.com
or
Stu Dunn – smdunn19@sbcglobal.net

Lost Classmates
Are you looking for old classmates with whom
you’ve lost touch? We will help you in your search by
publishing the name(s) in this newsletter. If that party
responds to us and agrees to share the information,
we’ll forward that person’s name and address to you.
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni
Association, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr
Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 or email us at
eagleemail@taftalumni.org.
The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name.
Currently, Jamie (Moffat) Pastwa (1977) is looking for
classmates: Donna Hajost (1977), Judy Hroma (1975)
and Terry/Teresa/Theresa Lowrey (1975).
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Message from Taft’s Principal
Hello and Greetings to all Taft Alumni:
I wish to personally invite you to join me and a
"Cavalcade of Stars" at Taft's inaugural William Howard
Taft Hall of Fame Celebration on Saturday, September
12th. We will be inducting over 40 individuals into the
new Hall of Fame, including eleven retired Taft
teachers, two past members of the Taft High School PTA
and Local School Council, members of two
Championship Taft sports teams and twenty alumni
from over six decades of Taft High School graduates.
This will truly be a remarkable evening for them
and all attendees at this Hall of Fame Celebration. I
enthusiastic-ally invite you to join us at this event.
As many of you are TAA members, there has
been a bit of confusion over the creation of the William
Howard Taft Hall of Fame. Please allow me to alleviate
any confusion. I became Principal of Taft High School
just thirteen months ago. Of the many responsibilities
that I and the administrative team at Taft High School
have, one is vitally important to the ongoing success of
any school anywhere and that is to celebrate the
school's history and the hundreds [who] contributed to
and represent its success. When I reviewed the TAA Hall
of Fame, I discovered many highly successful alumni
who were and are most deserving to be in any Taft Hall
of Fame. But there were only 50 Taft alumni in the TAA
Hall of Fame. Taft has graduated over 43,000 students
in its 75-year history. Surely, there are more than 50
people deserving the honor and accolades of membership in a school's Hall of Fame. We, at Taft High School
are committed to finding them and we need your help
to do so. As we will have annual elections for the
William Howard Taft Hall of Fame, we will seek
nominations of deserving graduates, retired teachers,
involved parents and other notable folks from all alumni
of each graduation year. Who knows your classmates
and your teachers better than you? We will be looking
for your nominations.
Please join me and over 200 others at the
Inaugural William Howard Taft Hall of Fame Gala
Fundraiser Celebration this September 12th. More
information is on the website of the event Co-Sponsor,
the Taft High School Foundation (www.TaftHSFoundation.org). Tickets range from $60 each at tables of eight
or ten people to $75 for individual tickets. I hope you
will join me.
In closing, I look forward to meeting you that
evening, sharing the joy of celebrating the first year
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inductees of the William Howard Taft Hall of Fame with
you and honoring the 75-year legacy of William Howard
Taft High School. Thank you.
Mark Grishaber, Principal

Taft Alumni Association
Hall of Fame Awards
The deadline for submissions to this year’s class of
Taft Alumni Association Hall of Fame honorees is
passed. Thanks to all who took the time to submit a
worthy candidate. Now, the responsibility rests on the
HOF Committee to review the nominations and choose
the cream of the crop for the TAA class of 2015.
Plans for an induction ceremony are in the works.
You will be notified of the location, date and time in
your next (fall) issue of the TAA newsletter.

[Scholarships - Continued from Page 1]
Taft, which was cancelled during her senior year. She
participated in the We Are the Voice of Chicago visual
arts program, part of DePaul University’s College
Connect program.
She was active in the Drama Club as a stage
manager, assistant director and actress and as club
secretary. She joined the Gay-Straight Alliance, serving
as president; was a member of the Knitting Club and the
Taft A Capella singers.
She marched in Memorial Day parades,
volunteered for Edison Park’s Thanksgiving Turkey Trot,
and was a student helper for the Stamm Jam concert in
2013 and the 75th Anniversary celebration for Taft in
2014 and helped sell tickets at the Grease Lightning
Carnival last summer.
Tamira Fuentes, the recipient of this year’s John
Graven Scholarship, wants to become a pediatric nurse.
Also a Posse Scholarship recipient, she has been
accepted at several colleges and universities.
In choosing her career, she wrote, “I will help
others realize that they are not defined by their physical
health, and that they are capable of absolutely anything
they set their minds to… By being a nurse I am not only
being there to support persons medically, but I am
going to be a support system where people need a
shoulder to lean on.”
She attended Taft for six years, starting in the
Academic Center, and chose to continue in the IB
program in high school. She was active in the drama
department, especially
(Continued on page 11)
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Jerry,
I send greetings to any fellow classmates still
extant. After graduating from Onahan, my first two high
school years were at Schurz. Then I was among those
early Taft students on its opening day in September
1939. I mainly recall playing piano for the Chorus and in
"Pops" Rapier's Dance Band, called the “Top Hatters”,
followed by two years at Wright Jr. College and more
piano. I met Jim McCullough there, married in March
1945, and he retired in 1973 after 30 U.S. Air Force
years. Indeed, we have lived in many places, raised two
daughters and a son and now have three grandchildren
and three great-grands. I'm still at the piano mainly with
those nostalgic 1940's tunes - plus sacred music for
worship services here at our CCRC (Continuing Care
Retirement Community), Falcons Landing, in Northern
Virginia. Thankfully, I still enjoy pretty good health at 91
while Jim is now in our excellent Assisted Living Center
right here.
With much appreciation, I've enjoyed the Taft
Newsletter immensely and send hearty applause to
those who made this possible.
For those who remember my sister, Marge
Soper, she and husband, Frank Heldt, are now in an
assisted living center in Westlake, Ohio, near Cleveland.
They raised three sons and have four grandchildren.
[Following] is an article (verbatim) that
appeared in the Norwood-Edison Review (as I recall it
was called) in 1940.
Usher in Dancing Season at Norwood
Bob Merevick's "Tophatters" will usher in
the social dancing season for the fall and winter
months at the Norwood Park fieldhouse tonight,
8:30 p.m. The "Tophatters" are the elite of the Taft
dance band. The sax section is handled by Charlton
Bard, Clifford Smith, Charles Trick and Warren
"Condor" Webster; Bob Merevick and "Smooch"
Erickson toot out on the trumpets; Louise Soper, the
only girl member, is the "Kitten of the Keys", and
Bob Erickson "Krupa's" the hides. Admission will be
15c a person, with ladies special, 10c if accompanied
by gentlemen at the regular rate.
I remember we each got paid $5.00 for playing
the gig and don't recall how long we played - maybe an
Taft Alumni Newsletter Summer 2015

hour and a half. But $5 went a long way in those days.
The arrangements we played were from the
incomparable Big Band era of the 1940s.
I just came across another item in my old
Taft file. It is the Class Song I wrote for June 1941 and
appears on the program for the Graduates' Luncheon that I still have. It is sung to the tune "Finlandia".
Our days at Taft will never be forgotten;
Sweet mem'ries, all, will stay within our hearts.
The eagle flies, inspiring and eternal,
To guide our voices raised in tribute true.
Long may Taft live,
As we have proudly known her,
Still worthy of the "Silver and the Blue”.
Louise (Soper) McCullough (June 1941)
Hello Jerry,
Our cruise
was great,
hope that the
Taft Florida
East All Class
Reunion was
the same.
Did you have a
good turnout?
Joe Popp
(June 1966)

[Hi Joe, Yes, we had Joe and Judie Popp - Cruising 2015
a very nice time at the Florida East Reunion. See a group photo of
the event elsewhere in this issue. J. Bloom-Stephenson, TAA
Newsletter Editor]

Dear Jerry,
A few months ago, while doing some WWII
research for a family member, I also took the liberty to
look for names of veterans who might have been Taft
graduates. I discovered several Taft grads who had died
servicing our country during WWII and had been buried
overseas. I thought you might find the attached
information from the American Battle Monuments
Commission (ABMC) sufficient to update the records of
our Taft heros. They are: James P. Srednicki, Earle W.
Karlsen, Frank H. Eager Jr., Thomas J. Orzada Jr. and
Walter J. Lahey.
Susan (Miller) Aldrich (June 1961)
[Susan, We truly appreciate your effort in providing this additional
information. We had previous knowledge of these men dying during
WWII, but did not have all the details. All but one are already on our
Honor Roll list. We are adding these details to our Taft Gold Star
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Honor Roll as found on the TAA web site, and additionally in this
issue’s memorial page. J. Bloom-Stephenson, TAA Newsletter Editor]

Dear Mr. Heyer,
Enclosed is my check in the amount of
$1000 for the John P. Graven Scholarship Award to be
granted to a deserving student who is currently
attending Taft High School and will graduate in June
2015.
I thank you for keeping me informed of the
progress of the Taft Alumni [Association] scholarships.
John worked diligently with the faculty, staff and the
community to provide an outstanding education for the
students. May Taft continue to succeed.
Thank you again for your assistance.
Anastasia P. Graven (Mrs. John P.)
To whom it may concern,
In the latest Taft Alumni Newsletter, (in our
memories) I was sad to read that my old friend, Joanne
(Closset) Steinmetz, had passed away in February of
this year, 2015. I attended Onahan Grade School for 4
years and Taft High school for 4 years with her. Over the
years we have kept in touch. I remember being a part of
a group of ladies which included Joanne, Dolly Lawson,
Terry Cosgriff, Dede Herrlin, & Joan Wuerfel. We were
all on the Class Reunion Committee till we stopped
having them as of our 50th.
If there is anyone out there who could give me
any info about her, her family, contacts, I would love to
hear from you - helen.vanderspool@gmail.com. In the
meantime, I would like to offer my sincere sympathy to
her 6 children and their families.
Helen (Jacobson) Vanderspool (June 1950)
PS: I have had a big change in my life. I have moved
from Wheeling IL to Framingham, MA two years ago, to
be with my fiance’, John Hendron, a Square Dance
Caller, who I knew 30 years ago and with whom I intend
to spend the rest of my life with (my forever soulmate).

Get Well Wishes
Thanks to Rick Winge (1970) for alerting us of the recent fall
and ongoing rehab for former Taft music teacher and choral
director, James J. Stamm. Fondly known as “JJ”, he was
recently added to the new Taft Foundation Hall of Fame list
of honorees. If so inclined, you can send him a note at Manor
Care Health Services, 5511 Swift Road -- Room 219B,
Sarasota, FL 34231. He will be 92 years old this fall.

To TAA:
Two guys who met at Taft in 1955 have
renewed their 60 year friendship. Norm Gunther is a
retired IT Senior Director and Dan Isacksen is a retired
Banker (both from January 1959). It is always enjoyable
to think back on our days at Taft, including stories like
classmate Holt jumping out the window at the end of
Ms. Gibbon’s English class. A group of us January 1959
Taft graduates meet for lunch in the northern suburbs
periodically. 1955 thru 1959 were great years at Taft
and we're glad to have taken part in Jim Jacobs 40 year
anniversary of “Grease”. The January graduating classes
were always smaller than the June classes so it has been
easier to stay connected with classmates. The attached
picture is of Norm and me at a cold Cubs game at our
beloved Wrigley Field.

Dan Isacksen and Norm Gunther at Wrigley Field

Hi All,
Not sure what the future holds for upcoming
Taft Class of '63 events, but wanted you to know that
my email address has been changed in case you should
like to contact me. I will soon be deleting my AT&T
account due to repeated hacking.
Cheryl Henninger Krupa (June 1963)
[Hi Cheryl. We have updated your new email address in our records
for the latest contact info available to future reunion committees.
Jerry Bloom Stephenson, TAAN Editor]
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Dear Paulette,
My wife Janet Knoll Stoll (June 1962) and I just
finished reading the Spring 2015 Taft Alumni Newsletter. We always enjoy "catching up" with fellow
Tafties. I agree with Thomas J. Mucha (June 1956).
Miss Claire Casey was one of the best teachers I had at
Taft. She gave me the confidence to succeed.
Conrad W. Stoll (June 1961)
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[Conrad, we just love hearing the comments about Taft teachers and
their positive impact on our alumni. We're glad that you and Janet
enjoy the newsletter. Paulette – TAA Web Editor]

To Jerry:
Here are photos of paintings I created of two
icons from the northwest side of Chicago. I've got the
prints for you for Superdawg, Parses and the Silver Leaf
Tavern. I wish to donate these to the Taft Alumni Asso-

Superdawg painting by Nancy Leonetti

ciation for inclusion into the (soon to be created)
decades cases that will be displayed in the halls of Taft
High School. I think I would like them to be in the 60s
display, since I did graduate in '64 and probably
appreciated going to the hot dog stands more then. As
for the Silver Leaf Tavern, that was on Higgins 1/2 block
away from my home. The neighborhood families would
often go and get hot dogs from Parses across the
street.
Sometimes a patron would bring in freshly
caught fish and Frank Velchek (not sure of the spelling),
the owner, would cook it and offer it to everyone. Had
lots of good memories of the old neighborhood. I'll get
these out to you as soon as possible.
Nancy (Cairo) Leonetti (June 1964)

Kay Kuciak Memorial
Thanks to Anne Lunde for organizing,
coordinating and hosting the
very nice memorial service in
honor of our past TAA President
Kay (Carlson) Kuciak. The
service was held at the Edison
Park Methodist Church on a
blustery, typically cool, Chicago
spring day on May 5, 2015. It
was a rather casual affair, much
the way Kay would have
enjoyed, and included shared
stories, memories from friends and family alike,
including retired Taft counselor Don Giannetti.
There was also a comprehensive slide-show
presentation on Kay’s life and her experiences with the
Taft Alumni Association.
Board members who were able to attend were
John Prochaska (1961), Jerry Bloom-Stephenson (1962),
Paulette (Zemaitis) English (1967), Frank Heyer (1948),
Judy Jacobsen (1970), Wayne Schimpff (1959) and Anne
Lunde (1968). Also, former TAA board member Irene
Franzen (1944) (who is also Kay’s Aunt) was there.

Kay Kuciak's family attending her Memorial

TAA Board Members at Kuciak Memorial with Kay’s
son Michael & granddaughters Chloie and Christine
Parses painting by Nancy Leonetti
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Florida – East All-Class Reunion – 2015
The day was sunny and hot, but the food, conversations and laughter trumped it all. Thanks to Lynn (Morley)
Martin for extending her lovely home
for the afternoon affair for the alums
and their spouses and to Nancy
(Cairo) Leonetti (June 1964) for
sharing photos of her paintings of
two of her favorite neighborhood
icons, Superdawg and Parses. See
her letter and photographs of her
paintings on page 6 of this issue.
Unfortunately, Nancy had to
leave before we gathered for a group
photo to record the day. Pictured
here are L-R (front): Barbara
(Stendahl) Behrens (January 1953),
Jone (Morley) Dusek (January 1949)
and Lynn (Morley) Martin (June
1957); (back row): John Grud (June
1958), Jerry (Beesley) BloomStephenson (June 1962) and Dennis
Dziak (June 1960).

Announcing the Formation of the
Taft Foundation Alumni Mixed Chorus
Submitted by The Board of Directors of the Taft High School Foundation
The Taft High School Foundation in co-operation with William Howard Taft High School and Principal, Mark
Grishaber is delighted to announce the formation of the Taft Foundation Alumni Mixed Chorus.
In our endeavor to bring alumni and all friends of Taft High School back to Taft High School, the Foundation is
inviting all interested Taft folks to participate in this exciting, new mixed chorus organization created to celebrate great
music, old and new friendships and our Alma Mater, Taft High School.
Under the direction of Mr. David Barth, a 1962 Taft alumnus and Taft Alumni Association Hall of Famer, the goal
is to create a four-part mixed chorus of between 40 to 60 people of all ages to participate and perform at various Taft
High School events including the Annual Taft High School Graduation ceremonies, other concerts at Taft High School and
performances throughout the greater Chicago metropolitan area. David was inspired by Taft music teacher, Mr. James
J. Stamm and that inspiration lead him to a 40-year career in directing choral groups and organizations, highlighted by
his leadership and direction of the Spirit of Life Ecumenical Christian Chorus, a highly talented group of over 100 singers
that performed throughout Chicago for over 20 years. He recently created the Legends Choral Ensemble, a group of 20
wonderful singers that performs at a several events throughout the year. David is a true "music man" and working
together with him with be a joy to all that participate in this exciting new endeavor.
Finally, an important goal of the Taft Foundation Alumni Mixed Chorus is to create a diverse group of singers
that love singing! This mixed chorus will include Taft alumni, spouses, other friends of Taft High School and will be a
highly diverse group of singers from the ages of 19 to 89! So to those of you that wish to participate and wish to learn
more about this wonderful new alumni organization please go to the Taft High School Foundation website and register.
David will personally reply to your inquiry and share with you the plans for the Taft Foundation Alumni Mixed Chorus.
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Class Notes
Class Notes includes both new
TAA members and renewals, when
received prior to going to press. If you
want to include other special details, please include that
information on your membership form as shown on the
inside of the last page of this newsletter.
1940s
Louise (Soper) Mccullough (Jun 1941), has 3 children, 3
grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Potomac
Falls, VA, Wright Jr Col '43, is a volunteer pianist at her
retirement community, her husband Jim, a Foreman
graduate, is a retired USAF colonel.
Mary (Boarini) Idstein (Jun 1942), has 5 children, 12 grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren, lives in McHenry, IL.
Nina (Burns) Beall (Jun 1943), has 5 children, 12 grandchildren, 13 great grandchildren, lives in New Port
Richey, FL, Art Institute, is a retired draftsman and artist,
and is a widow.
Marjorie (Crockett) Dritlein (Jun 1943), married Warren
Dritlein (deceased) (Jun 1942), has 3 children, 11
grandchildren, 25 great grandchildren, 1 great great
grandchild, lives in Hoover, AL, Business Col, is retired
from Maine South, and her husband Warren made the
first ever touchdown in Taft history.
Jean (Cherry) Nelson (Jun 1944), married Philip Nelson (Jun
1944), has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, lives in
Wauwatosa, WI, earned a bachelor's degree, is retired,
although she didn't graduate from Taft, she loves
getting the newsletter.
Margie (Troester) McBride (Jun 1945), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, lives in Brooksville,
FL, is retired.
Bess (Smith) Roggenbuck (Jun 1945), has 3 children, 6
grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, lives in Gulf
Breeze, FL, is a retired gift shop owner.
Mary Jane (Paddi) Struberg (Jun 1946), has 2 children, 6
grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, lives in Rancho
Palos Verdes, CA, attended beauty school, is retired
after 70 years in beauty work, her grandaughter is an air
traffic controller and she looks forward to spending a
month with her family living in England for 3 years.
Jeannine (Forrest) Gibbens (Jun 1948), has 3 children, 8
grandchildren, lives in Tulsa, OK, earned a BS, is a retired
teacher.
Frank Heyer (Jun 1948), has 2 children (1 deceased), 2
grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, Wright Jr Col, Tulane
U, is a retired sales manager, is currently serving as
second vice president of the TAA board of directors.
Marilyn (Thoren) Hindman (Jan 1948), has 2 children, lives in
Cool, CA, is retired.
Shirley (Olsen) Horn (Jun 1948), lives in Ramsey, MN.
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Marillyn (Kane) Machon (Jun 1948), married Robert Machon
(Jun 1948), has 4 children, 10 grandchildren, 6 great
grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, MI St U AS '50, is
homemaker.
Robert Machon (Jun 1948), married Marillyn Kane (Jun
1948), has 4 children, 10 grandchildren, 6 great
grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, MI St U BA '52,
Northwestern BA '68, is retired insurance agency owner.
Barbara (Heckel) Petrillo (Jan 1948), lives in Charlotte, NC.
Warren Wellens (Jun 1948), has 4 children, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Mead, WA, Northwestern U '54 DDS, is a retired
dentist, owns Wellens Luscious Fruits and Antiques near
Spokane WA.
Nardelle Nordgren (Jan 1949), lives in Chicago, IL, retired,
lives in the same house in which she was born.
Marvin Weber (Jun 1949), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Spruce, MI, a BS and MA Michigan St, is a retired
middle school teacher/counselor, served in the US Air
Force in Korea 1951-55 and has been married 56 years.
1950s
Paul Skogstrom (Jun 1950), has 4 children, 14 grandchildren,
1 great grandchild, lives in Clarksville, OH, U of NE MA, is
a semi-retired psychologist.
Nancy (Boulting) Stoneburner (Jun 1950), has 2 children, 6
grandchildren, lives in Galena, IL, BS Ed, is a retired
teacher.
Bob Winkelman (Jun 1951), has 4 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Chicago, IL, BS Ed '56, US Army 2 years, is retired.
Joyce (Christensen) Johnson (Jun 1952), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, 2 step great grandchildren, lives in Niles,
IL, Wright Jr Col, is retired, and enjoys traveling and
visiting with great friends.
Jane (Meadows) Abramchik (Jun 1953), lives in Skokie, IL.
Sophia (Lycos) Hausen (Jun 1953), has 3 children, 8
grandchildren, lives in Des Plaines, IL, is retired from
banking.
Jorgen Jacobsen (Jan 1953), has 4 children, 11 grandchildren,
2 great grandchildren, lives in Leawood, KS, earned a BS,
is retired from Hallmark Cards, Inc.
Lois (Plechaty) Rolf (Jan 1953), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Niles, IL, Wright Jr Col AA; CTC BA Ed, is a
retired teacher and business owner, looks forward to a
65 Year Reunion in 2018.
Peter Lauridsen (Jun 1954), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren,
lives in Virginia Beach, VA, US Coast Guard Acad '59 BS,
is a captain and marine safety consultant.
Phyllis (Ruttkay) Verbrugghe (Jan 1954), has 2 children, 2
grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, Wright Col AA, is a
retired accounting clerk.
Robert Yates (Jun 1954), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Huntley, IL, is retired.
Judy (Carlson) Borta (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 5 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives in Mt Prospect, IL,
CTC '61 BA Ed, is a retired teacher at Palmer School.
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Raymond Fath (Jun 1955), lives in Palatine, IL, is a retired
carpenter.
Madeline (Deichl) Nelles (Jun 1955), married James Nelles
(Jun 1955) (), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 2
grandchildren, lives in Naples, FL, is a retired buyer for a
furniture company.
Jim Nelles (Jun 1955), married Madeline Deichl (Jun 1955) (),
has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren,
lives in Naples, FL, College; US Army 2 yrs, is retired
from AT&T marketing, and has 2 children and 2
grandchildren living in CA.
Sue (Unger) Oberheide (Jun 1955), married William
Oberheide (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren,
lives in Park Ridge, IL, Northwestern U, BS Ed, is a retired
homemaker, enjoyed seeing her friends Joyce Kienze
Rossen, Marlowe Petrie Sorensen, Judy Kratzenberg, Jan
Paulick and John Sladkey.
Bob Carroll (Jul 1956), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren, 2 great
grandchildren, lives in Valley Center, CA, is retired and
widowed.
Neil Frumkin (Jun 1956), lives in El Cajon, CA.
Nancy (Haaning) Johnson (Jun 1956), lives in Park Ridge, IL.
Richard Miller (Jun 1956), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren,
lives in Oxford, NC, is a retired plant engineer.
Ron Moers (Jan 1956), lives in Chicago, IL, is retired.
Marjorie (Klarquist) Nehlsen (Jun 1956), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, lives in Lake Suzy, FL, is a retired A.B. Dick
Co. secretary.
Carol (Small) Smalley (Jun 1956), has 2 children, 7
grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Wood
River, IL.
Barbara (Gromke) Stephens (Jun 1956), has 3 children, 7
grandchildren, lives in Solon, IA, U of IA BFA '85, is a
retired artist.
Audrey (Peterson) Hampton (Jan 1957), has 4 children, 6
grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives in Hampton,
GA, is a retired homemaker.
Nancy (Geraci) Trutwin (Jun 1957), has 3 children, 6
grandchildren, lives in Mt Prospect, IL, earned an AA, is a
retired senior vice president of a savings and loan.
Priscilla (Deck) Woodworth (Jun 1957), has 4 children, 7
grandchildren, lives in Des Plaines, IL, attended college
and cosmetology school, is a retired cosmetologist and
school bus driver, is married 55 years, loves her
grandkids, traveling and oil painting.
Carol (Bruns) Anderson (Aug 1958), has 1 children, 1
grandchild, lives in Yucaipa, CA, is a retired accountant
and foster parent for 30 kids, and her husband James is
retired from the USMC.
Marilyn (Pulley) Lappin (Jan 1958), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, lives in Ft Myers, FL, a BS Ed U of IL '62, is
a retired teacher.
Ron Napier (Jun 1958), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren, lives
in Huntington Beach, CA, earned BS, MS, is retired.
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Denny Pickett (Jun 1958), married Karen (Jensen) Pickett
(Jan 1960), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in
Dekalb, IL, is is a retired educator.
Jeff Carson (Jun 1959), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Phoenix, AZ, BS Ed, is retired from a US security
agency.
1960s
James Nierman (Jun 1960), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Huntley, IL, is a retired data processing manager.
Karen (Jensen) Pickett (Jan 1960), married Dennis Pickett
(Jun 1958), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in
DeKalb, IL, is a retired educator.
Joyce (Johannsen) Stackhouse (Jun 1960), lives in
Woodstock, IL.
Marilyn (Boettcher) Troxell (Jun 1960), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Crossville, TN, Augustana Hosp
'63 RN; Oklahoma City '78 BS.
Joyce Baxter (Jan 1961), lives in New Port Richey, FL,
attended college, is a retired office manager, and loves
retirement.
Keith Hitzeman (Jun 1961), married Judy (Grau) Hitzeman
(Jun 1962), lives in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, is retired.
Art Kay (Jun 1961), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in
Schaumburg, IL, is retired.
James Kepner (Jun 1961), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren,
lives in Normal, IL, a BS and MS in Math and MS and PhD
in Math Statistics, is a retired biostatistician.
Margie (Mclean) Kullman (Jun 1961), has 3 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Plymouth, MN, is retired.
Paul Laudicina (Jun 1961), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, 1
great neice and nephew, lives in Long Beach, CA, US
Navy '63-'66; Northeastern IL MA BA '74, is a part-time
professor of diagnostic imaging at Long Beach City
College, and looks forward to the 2nd Annual Taft
Reunion Picnic--CA in July.
Steve Regopoulos (Jan 1961), has 4 children, 9 grandchildren,
lives in Inverness, IL, U of IL BS Phys ED '69; Real Estate
Inst AA '75, is a real estate developer, and is presently
developing senior living assisted, memory care facilities.
Warren Schimpff (Jan 1961), married Jill Wagner (Jun 1963),
lives in Jeffersonville, IN, BS '65, MPh '67, MS '69, PhD
'71, is a retired chemist (1971-2000) and owner of a 125
year old family candy shop, and the business will be
expanding with a new building.
Dick Wegner (Jan 1961), has 3 children, 9 grandchildren, lives
in Portland, OR, Northwestern U BA, is a sales manager.
Marjory Weiler (Jun 1961), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives
in Williams Bay, WI, GRI Realtor Graduate Inst, is a
retired realtor, is very proud of Taft where her granddaughter is a student.
Jerry (Beesley) Bloom-Stephenson (Jun 1962), has 2 children,
4 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Sturgeon
Bay, WI, BS Bus Adm Elmhurst Coll '83, is a retired
contract administrator and production control admin, is
the TAA newsletter editor (TAA board member since
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'89) and has 7 stepchildren, 7 step-grandchildren and 1
step-great grandchild.
Tom Cook (Jan 1962), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in
Estero, FL, Notre Dame '65; Loyola MD '69, is a retired
MD.
Susan (Craumer) Corrao (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 2
grandchildren, lives in Barrington, IL, Wright Col AA; NIU
'66 BA Speech Ther, is retired.
Arlene (Ratulowski) Harp (Jun 1962), has 2 grandchildren, 1
grandchild,, lives in Depere, WI, Wright Jr Coll (1 yr), is
retired from Title Ins & Abstract, and has been a swim
instructor and coach for 25 years.
Judy (Grau) Hitzeman (Jun 1962), married Keith Hitzeman
(Jun 1961), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, is retired.
Craig Sabey (Jun 1962), lives in Peoria, IL, is retired from the
IL Dept of Transportation.
Ray Setzke (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in
Madiera Beach, FL, US Navy '62-'66, is retired, and plays
softball 3 days/week year round.
Lois (Soby) Bahlow (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in Valrico, FL, is retired from sales.
Eileen (Orosz) Brulle (Jun 1963), has 4 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, an MBA, is a retired
accounting manager, and has joined former Taft
classmates on numerous trips over 50 years.
Sandy (Stapleton) Eilers (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in Las Vegas, NV, is retired from data
entry at AT&T.
Jeanette (Olsen) Gilbertson (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 4
grandchildren, lives in Tampa, FL, Northeastern IL BA, is
a retired teacher, her husband passed away in April
2014.
Jim Petersen (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 5 grandchild-ren,
lives in Plainfield, IL, is a retired IT project di-rector,
served in the US Army in Vietname 1967-69, and he and
his wife Cindy winter in Fort Myers, FL.
Jill (Wagner) Schimpff (Jun 1963), married Warren Schimpff
(Jan 1961), lives in Jeffersonville, IN, BS '67, MS '68, is a
retired ESL teacher (until 2000) and an ower of a 125
year old family candy shop.
Lee Schurter (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives
in Thousand Oaks, CA, is retired.
Ruth (Frame) Vanreken (Jun 1963), has 3 children, 13
grandchildren, lives in Indianapolis, IN, a BS Wheaton
Col; RN West Suburban School of Nursing, is a writer
and speaker on children raised globally/cross-culturally,
and is the co-author of "Third Culture Kids: Growing Up
Among Worlds".
Karen (Kuehl) Adair (Jun 1964), has 2 children, lives in Fort
Wayne, IN, North Park U, is a retired real estate broker.
Michael (Lopriore) Lopriore (Jan 1964), married Carol Votava
(Jan 1966), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in
Prospect Hts, IL, is in woodworking machinery repair.
Louise (Johannsen) Menter (Jun 1964), lives in Deerfield, IL.
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Michael Parquette (Jun 1964), has 2 children, 1 grandchild,
lives in Wonder Lake, IL, US Army E5 '65-'67, is a retired
field operations manager with Ameritech '64-'94, and
was a technician with Intermatic Inc. '96-'13.
Richard Tessitore (Jan 1964), married Janice Lazarz
(deceased) (Jun 1964), has 3 children, lives in Palatine,
IL, Wright Jr Coll, Harper Coll, is a retired tool and die
shop owner.
Stuart Weinstein (Jun 1964), has 1 children, lives in Iowa City,
IA, an MD, is a pediatric orthopaedic surgeon.
Louise (Andersen) Handley (Jan 1965), has 3 children, 6
grandchildren, lives in Scottsdale, AZ, BS Ed '69, is a
retired English teacher.
Val Jensen (Jun 1965), has 2 children, 7 grandchildren, lives in
St Marys, GA, earned BA, MS, Mdiv, Ordination,
Permanent Teaching Cert (NYS), is retired after 26 years
as a US Navy chaplain, and is a veteran of Desert
Shield/Desert Storm, 3 Southern Watch, Operation Iraqi
Freedom, married to Kate 36 years.
Janice (Alberti) Morrison (Jun 1965), has 2 children, lives in
Shabbona, IL, a BA from Northern IL, is a bank teller.
Jack Briseno (Jun 1966), has 2 stepchildren, 3 grandpuppies,
lives in Naperville, IL, 4 years training radiation/x-ray, is
a retired IATSE Union video engineer, part owner of
Autre Monde restaurant in Berwyn.
Judith (Joerger) Clark (Jun 1966), married Robert Clark
(1968), has 2 children, lives in Conyers, GA.
Nancy (Knapp) Greco (Jun 1966), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Schaumburg, IL, is retired and
babysitting for her two youngest grandchildren.
Kathie (Yehling) Haber (Aug 1966), has 1 children, lives in
Petersburg, TN, a BA Sec Ed Math '70; post-grad Riveir
Coll, Peabody, Plymouth St, is retired from teaching, and
now runs an alpaca/llama farm.
Carol (Votava) Lopriore (Jan 1966), married Michael Lopriore
(Jan 1944), has 2 children 5 grandchildren, lives in
Prospect Hts, IL, is an RN.
Pam (Schaller) Chapman (Jun 1967), married John Chapman
(1968), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives in Hampshire,
IL, NIU MS Mgmt Info Sys, is a retired college professor.
Sharon (Goritz) Lukas (Jun 1967), has 4 children, 10
grandchildren, lives in Holland, MI, is retired from
Herman Miller, Inc.
Richard Walter (Jun 1967), has 2 children, lives in Arlington
Hts, IL, college, earned a BS, is self-employed.
Fred Wordell (Jun 1967), has 1 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Goodyear, AZ, WIU, BS '71 (Earth Sci), US Navy Officer
Training Candidate School '72, is retired from sales
management, and is loving the desert.
Robert Clark (1968), married Judith Joerger (1972), has 2
children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Conyers, GA, a BS
Math Parsons Coll '72, is a retired from information
resources.
Deborah (Schwantes) Domes (1968), lives in Roselle, IL.
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Gene Petrovits (1968), has 3 children, lives in Plainfield, IL,
Bradley U '73 BSME; Benedictine U MBA, is a retired
mechanical engineer.
Susan (Heckel) Sieck (1968), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Shreveport, LA, is a teacher and CEO of her oil
and gas company, breeds and shows Great Danes.
Kathryn (Bickler) Lesniak (1969), has 3 children, lives in
Arlington Hts, IL, BA English Ed, is a surgery coordinator.
Anne Lunde (1969), lives in Chicago, IL, Rockford BA '73, is a
writer, editor and community historian, and is currently
serving as president of the TAA board of directors.
Robert Pary (1969), lives in Springfield, IL, Loyola U BS MD, is
a semi-retired physician.

IB program at grade school open houses. She
volunteered at the 75th anniversary dinner. She has
volunteered since 2011 at the Chicago Public Library
summer reading programs.

In the News:
Still a fine example of a
Taft “over-achiever”, Dr. Gay
(Malewicki) Sweely, (class of
June 1964) Professor of Art
History at Eastern Kentucky
University (Department of Art &
Design), was awarded this spring the prestigious EKU
Roark Lecture Award, presenting a community and
university lecture on African-American artists following
the Diaspora to the New World, and she received a
substantial research stipend in the university's College
of Arts and Sciences for her research.
She and her husband live on a Revolutionary War
Land Grant property (102 acres) and stone house (1790)
on the US National Historic Register, a Kentucky
Landmark, and a Bluegrass Landmark Property that they
restored. They enjoy their genteel southern living,
along with their sheep, horses, and a "guard" Llama
(Gertie). Gay is a Taft Alumni Association Hall of Fame
Honoree, class of 2005. She continues to show why she
deserves our recognition.

1970s
Mike Costanzo (1970), has 2 children, lives in Sioux Falls, SD,
BA Western IL U, is a retired business owner.
Judy Magnowski (1970), lives in Arlington Hts, IL, is retired
from the food service, and loving every minute.
Kenneth Naatz (1970), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren, lives
in Elmhurst, IL, U IL BS Acct; DePaul MBA, is a retired
benefits director.
Janine (Klich) Klich-Jensen (1972), lives in Chicago, IL.
Amy (Ozimek) Steeples (1972), lives in Boonville, IN, is
retired.
Wally Symcak (1972), has 1 children, lives in Lake Zurich, IL,
Northwestern BA '75; CPA State of IL, is a finance
manager.
Bruce Moffat (1973), lives in Chicago, IL, IL State U BS '77, U
of IL Chgo MS '84, is a manager of the CTA signage
department.
Karen (Kloda) Stolzman (1977), has 4 children, lives in Lake
Forest, IL, is self-employed, and is an active supporter of
ASPCA and other societies for animals.
Paul Orzeske (1979), has 2 children, lives in Maple Grove,
MN, IIT, is the former president of Honeywell Building
Solutions.
1990s
James Kelly (1992), lives in Chicago, IL.

Scholarships (continued from page 3)
recognized for her extra efforts as stage manager for a
fall 2014 production of “Grease” for the school
anniversary, and as secretary and vice president of
Drama Club. She helped design posters and run events
for the National Honor Society and volunteered with
Taft’s Ecology Club on a river clean-up.
She was secretary for the IB Student Leadership
group, serving as team captain for the Community
Service group. That included organizing student projects
at the Norwood Park Senior Center and promoting the
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Founded in 1983, TAA is a non-profit organization
formed with the purpose of promoting alumni
friendships and supporting Taft High School through
service, improvements, and scholarships.



TAA was organized to provide the means whereby
alumni may continue the friendships developed while
undergraduates at Taft High School and to provide
improvements and services for Taft High School.
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In Our Memories
Richard G. Lieberman, beloved history/social studies teacher at Taft for many years, died in May 2015.
Earle William Karlsen (class of June 1941), died May 24, 1945 and memorialized in the Courts of the Missing at the
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu. He was a radar man, 2nd Lieut. In the U.S. Army Air Forces,
24th Bomber Squadron, 6th Bomber Group. He was awarded the Purple Heart and Air Medal and is on the TAA Gold
Star Honor Roll.
Ralph "Swede" Larson (class of January 1941), died November 10, 2014.
Thomas Joseph Orzada (class of June 1941), died June 18, 1943 and is memorialized on the Tablets of the Missing, East
Coast Memorial in New York City. He was a 2 nd Lieut. In the U.S. Air Corp Forces, 52nd Fighter Squadron, 32nd Fighter
Group and is on the TAA Gold Star Honor Roll.
LaVerne (Seibt) Banks (class of June 1941), died June 11, 2015. She is the wife of Charles Banks (June 1946).
Frank Harry Eager, Jr. (class of June 1942), died August 5, 1943, earned the Purple Heart and is memorialized on the
Tablets of the Missing at the East Coast Memorial in New York City. He is on the TAA Gold Star Honor Roll.
Walter James Lahey (class of June 1942), died April 1, 1945. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal
with 2 Gold Stars and the Purple Heart. He is memorialized in the Courts of the Missing, National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu. He is to be added to our TAA Gold Star Honor Roll.
James Paul Srednicki (class of June 1943) died December 26, 1944 during the Battle of the Bulge. He was awarded the
Bronze Star and Purple Heart. He is buried at Henri-Chapelle Americal Cemetery in Belgium. He is on the TAA Gold
Star Honor Roll.
Charles Banks (class of June 1946), died July 7, 2015. He was married to Marian (Erickson) Banks (June 1946), who died
July 9, 2013.
Edward William Graham (class of June 1946), died May 16, 2015. He earned a Bronze Star during the Korean Conflict
while serving as a sergeant in the US Army.
Kenneth Lutz (class of June 1947), died May 29, 2015. He served in the U.S. Army Counter-Intelligence Corps during the
Korean Conflict in Chicago and Japan.
Virginia (Behr) Meyer (class of June 1947) died June 7, 2015 from cancer.
Henry Arthur Sanderson (class of June 1948) passed away on June 17, 2015 after a brief battle with cancer. After
graduating from Taft High School he served in the U.S. Navy. He was father to Taft Grads Ruth Gislason (1972), Susan
(1975), Sandi Darnell (1976) and Robert (1979).
LaVerne Ida (Costanzo) Kallet (class of June 1949), died in 2011.
Ronald Frank Ewald (class of January 1950), died April 20, 2015 from an 11-year battle with cancer. He was married to
Doris (Coleman) Ewald (Jan 1950) and brother to Carol (Ewald) Malek (June 1941). Ron was a long-standing member
of the Norwood Park Drum & Bugle Corps and later served in the Army.
Phyllis (Albrecht) Holowaty (class of January 1952) died April 2, 2015 after a short illness. She was a pioneer in local
government when she was elected the first woman Village President in Lake Bluff's history (1981-85), after serving as
the first woman Trustee on the Village Board (1973-81).
Diane (Krebs) Dash (class of June 1952), passed away December 13, 2014 from leukemia. She is the sister of Margaret
“Peggy” (Krebs) Grumbine (January 1951).
Leroy Terry Betz (class of June 1955), passed away March 27, 2015.
Yvonne Cecelie (DeMars) Stuart (class of June 1955), passed away on July 13, 2012 from Cancer.
Robert Alan Hoad (class of January 1956) died May 4, 2015 from complications following surgery while living in Costa
Rica.
Verone (Andersen) Lund (1956) attended Taft through her junior year, but she graduated from Schurz. She is the sister
of Louise (Anderson) Handley (January 1965).
Jeannette (Kelly) Biedka-McEvoy (class of January 1957), a retired realtor, died June 15, 2015.
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William Steven Thorne (class of June 1959), died October 30, 2012 from heart failure related to throat cancer surgery.
He joined the Navy just prior to graduation date. He is the husband of Carol (Dornqwast) Thorne (January 1963).
Keith Forrest "Peewee" Johnson, (class of January 1965), died July 10, 2015. He was married to Susan Carlander (June
1968) (deceased in 2008) and brother to Robert Johnson (Jun '62), Audrey (Johnson) Nelson (Jun '66), Barbara
(Johnson) Cwiak (1974) and Nancy (Johnson) Volz (1968).
Steven Charles Jensen (class of June 1965) was mentioned in last issue. Here is the updated information. Steve passed
away in his sleep in Mineral Point, WI February 2, 2012 from a heart condition. He was a Vietnam vet. He is survived
by his brother Glenn Jensen (June 1967).
Denise Engelmann (class of 1983), died July 11, 2015. She is brother to Keith Engelmann (1979).
Nicolas Fernandez (class of 1985) died June 23, 1985. He was fatally shot while working as a pizza deliveryman just days
before his graduation ceremony.
Dawn D. (Shand) Becker-Eley (class of 1985) died August 17, 2005.

2nd Annual All-Class California Picnic

Who says it never rains in Southern California? It did, and these Taft alumni couldn’t have been happier. The second
annual “picnic” was moved indoors and the festivities were just as fun. In attendance this year were, as shown in the
above photograph Ray Sendecki, Mike Day (Class of '60), Joan (Denney) Sendecki (Class of '56), Bill Steinkemper, Anita
(Grabowski) Steinkemper (Class of '64), Gail (Steelhammer) Cohen (Class of '64), Brownie (Strass) Estephan (Class of
'76), Jan (Ostromencki) Savage (Class of '74) with Sir Ruffles von Vicious, Paul Laudicina (Class of '61), Gail Uhlar-Murray
(Class of
'76). See
you all
next year!

Bill Steinkemper (1964) and Doug Savage
(Maine South HS Class of '76)
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Taft Alumni Association Merchandise
Qty

Item
Specifics
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
Medium Only
$25.00
printed with white TAA logo
Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”
One Size Fits All
with full-color eagle
Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray
---“You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride”
Medium
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
Large
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
X-Large
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
XX-Large
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
XXX-Large
Jacket , Fleece – embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Medium
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Large
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
X-Large
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
XX-Large
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
XXX-Large
Year:
Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year)

Price Each Total Price
$
$15.00
$ 3.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$12.00
$12.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$30.00

Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00
Total

Name (please print):

Remitted

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Grad Month/Year:

Address:
City/State/ZIP:

Phone: (

)

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631
Please use a separate order form for separate addresses.

Yearbook Inventory

Time to Renew?!!

Some years are hard to keep in supply. All requests are on a
first-come, first-serve basis. As of today, we have the
following yearbooks for purchase: 1940 Jun (1), 1945 Jan (1),
1946 Jan (1), 1946 Jun (1), 1956/7 (1), 1985 (24), 1986
(47), 1987 (76), 1990 (50),
1991 (7), 1992 (132), 1993 (5),
1994 (56), 1995 (183), 1996
(62), 1997 (52), 1998 (153),
1999 (150), 2000 (351), 2001
(121), 2003 (76), 2004 (77),
2005 (56), 2006 (40), 2007
(40), 2008 (40).

Thanks to all who read our plea about keeping current with
your membership. If you receive the newsletter electronically, you’ll
find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have
lapsed. If you receive the newsletter by post, check your address label
for your year of graduation above the eagle logo on the back page. Is it
correct? And, is your renewal date coming due?
If your expiration (renewal) date is close, we urge you to sit
down NOW, complete the membership form on the next page and write
us a check for $15 or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same
address. You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled with
opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and
alumni programs. Be sure to use the application on the following page
to share with us the latest updates in your life.
Thanks to all who have opted to receive your newsletter
electronically. It has made a difference in printing, mailing and handling
newsletter costs. Bottom line, it gives us more opportunity to use our
funds for other important TAA projects for Taft.

Winston Churchill said, "You make a living by what
you get. You make a life by what you give."

Taft Alumni Newsletter Summer 2015

www.taftalumni.org

Page 14

Taft Alumni Association
Membership Application
Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the Class Notes.
Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership. We will not publish your address or phone number.
*First Name ( PLEASE
PRINT)

* Last Name at Graduation

*Home Street Address

* Current Last Name

*City

Primary Phone

Email Address

*Month/Year You Graduated

Number of Children
Children,

*State

*ZIP
List in Email Directory
Yes
No

Grandchildren,

Great Grandchildren,

Great Greats?

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years
Occupation

Retired?
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Do not publish my information in
the Class Notes

About Your Taft Graduate Spouse
*First Name

* Last Name at Graduation

*Month/Year Spouse Graduated

* Current Last Name

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years

Occupation

Retired
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Enclosed is a
check or
money order
for:

$15.00 2-year single membership
$20.00 2-year alumni couples membership
Donation in the amount of $

Send newsletter online
Send newsletter by mail
Send both by mail and online

Please mail application and funds to:
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL 60631
Taft Alumni Association Officers
Anne Lunde
Joe Prochaska
Frank Heyer
Arlene (Laufer) Ware
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom
Stephenson

1969
1961
1948
1960
1962

Kevin Kreiger

1973

Paulette (Zemaitis) English

1967

Mike Hionis
Judy Jacobsen
Paul Madsen
Wayne Schimpff
(Vacant)
Ryan Glowacz

1968
1970
1971
1959
2006
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President, Historian
st
1 Vice President, Treasurer
nd
2 Vice President
Secretary
Director, Newsletter Editor
newsletter@taftalumni.org
920-559-7440
Director, Webmaster
webmaster@taftalumni.org
Director, Web Editor
Newsletter Assistant
eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Faculty Representative

Summer 2015

The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.
Please address general correspondence and changes to:
Taft Alumni Association
6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631
or email - eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Send photographs and articles for the next issue to:
Jerry Bloom Stephenson
rd
444 N. 3 Ave – Apt. 1
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
or email - newsletter@taftalumni.org

Submission Deadline for the Fall Issue:
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