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The Taft High
School
Alumni
Association
invites you to
an afternoon
for

Remembering
Kay Carlson Kuciak
From 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., Saturday afternoon,
May 9, 2015 at the Edison Park
United Methodist Church, 6740 N. Oliphant Ave.
(at Pratt Avenue), Chicago IL.
Kay Kuciak stepped forward in the early 1980s when
an effort was made to start a new alumni organization for
William Howard Taft High School in Chicago. In the years that
followed, d, Kay recruited graduates and past faculty,
organized tribute events and the school’s 50th anniversary
celebration, and started some new traditions, such as the Taft
Alumni Hall of Fame, which has honored more than four
dozen alumni for their service.
Kay served as TAA president for 30 years. She and
her late husband, Tom Kuciak, had moved to Arizona. She
became ill in 2014, and we lost her a few months later. Her
family planned services in Arizona, but TAA wanted to give
her friends and family here a chance to celebrate her life as
well.
This gathering is an opportunity to tell her family
how much she meant to us and to Taft and to all of us.
For more information, please contact Anne Lunde,
alundewriter@gmailcom or Frank Heyer at
fgheyer@gmail.com.
Edison Park United Methodist Church is located 1 1/2 miles NW of Taft High
School. It is accessible by public transportation on the Northwest Highway
bus from Jefferson Park CTA terminal, and is 1 1/2 blocks north of Metra’s
Edison Park station (Union Pacific Northwest Line)
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Taft Alumni Association
Hall of Fame
The current Taft Local School Council apparently
became so impressed with the Taft Alumni Association’s Hall
of Fame (TAA HOF) that it decided it wanted one of its own.
So a member of the LSC created his own, and has decided
with the principal’s blessing to call it the “William Howard
Taft High School Hall of Fame.” (WHT HOF) Confusing? We’re
finding that to be the case, because the WHT committee had
not directly discussed how its program would work with TAA.
It just posted its program on the school web site.
These are things we know:
We were informed that because we only inducted
alumni, our TAA HOF could not exclusively claim the “HOF”
title at Taft, and that the WHT committee could ignore the
duplication of HOF in both titles. Our 2004 Book of Honor
addressed the individuals who did not fall in the regular TAA
HOF. We raised the question several times and the WHT
committee chose to ignore the question.
So, there will be two HOFs at Taft. These were
supposed to be separate, but the WHT committee decided to
make it more difficult.
There has been a link on the Taft High School web
site to an introduction to the WHT HOF. Those who
continued through a second link could vote for one of the
listed names or submit one of their own. All votes had to be
logged by April 15 so that the first class of winners could be
announced on May 1.
The school plans to induct its first “class” at the Taft
Foundation’s dinner in September. This may be as many as
25 the first year; probably 10 more in subsequent years, from
what we are hearing.
The WHT HOF does not require any background or
verification when a name is added; there are several
categories which allow nominees who are either former Taft
sports coaches or former principals, teachers, parent leaders
or LSC members. The WHT HOF may seem like a popularity
contest, but it seems to be really more of a familiarity
contest, based on whether voters knew any names on the list
as it existed when they voted. As there was no effort to tell
TAA members or publicize it in community papers, the ones
who voted will be a relatively small group who were directed
to go there.
And, if some of the names seem very familiar? The
WHT HOF committee decided to include names already in the
TAA HOF as candidates for the WHT HOF. This has [continued
on page 18]

2nd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic CALIFORNIA
Date: July 18, 2015 1am-4pm
Place: 2372 Recuervo Cove, Del Mar, CA
Details: $8 for pizza and beverages, Chicago dogs extra,
grandkids free. Bring side dish, salad or dessert to share.
BYOB. Swimming pool.
Contacts:
Paul Laudicina (June ‘61) longbeach1942@ gmail.com
Mike Day (Jun ‘60) - michael91942@yahoo.com
Jan (Ostromencki) Savage, janhellokitty@hotmail.com

Grade School Reunion

Class of June 1959 (56th Reunion)

Garvy - Classes of January/June 1956

Date: October 3-4, 2015
Place: Hilton Garden Inn, Des Plaines
Special Buffet, Casual
Contact: Anne (Fear) McManus
annemcmanus@me.com
630-584-9194

Date: July 25, 2015 (afternoon/evening)
Place: Foss Mansion, Lake Forest, IL
Contact: Phil Foss – philfoss@aol.com
or
Stu Dunn – smdunn19@sbcglobal.net

Class of 1995
Date: August 7-8, 2015
Place: Evening Boat Cruise, School Tour, BBQ picnic
Contact: Jermaine J. Wesley” Day –
jermaineday@yahoo.com - or
Ala (Rychlik) Sen – bialaroza@juno.com - or
Mark Humbert – mhumber76@yahoo.com
Facebook: “Taft Class of 1995”

13th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-WEST
Date: Saturday, March 5, 2016 (11AM – 3PM)
Place: Sand Key Park, Clearwater, FL – Shelter #1)
(Note the new location!) $5 parking fee) **
Pot Luck: a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Photo shoot: 2:30 pm
Contact: Leon Kathan (Jun ’56) 863-835-2211
leonkathan@yahoo.com
or Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (Jun ’62)
920-559-7440 - jbbloom@charter.net

** Recommendation from Bob Munsell (June ’47) - The
location & best route to avold any spring beach traffic to Sand
Key Park, 1060 Gulf Drive, Clearwater Fl. is: Take US 19 to
East Bay Dr. (FL 686) & turn West. Go all the way to Gulf Dr.
turn right; Continue north about two miles to the park on the
left, gulf side. East Bay becomes West Bay but it still the
same road to follow to the Gulf. Hope to see you there!

3rd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-EAST
Date: Saturday, April 18, 2016 - Noon - 4pm
Place: 6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL
(For those unable to attend the Florida west coast affair)
Pot Luck: a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Contact: Lynn (Morley) Martin (June ’57)
lmml@sbcglobal.net - or
Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (June ’62)
jbbloom@charter.net

6th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic ARIZONA
Date: TBD
Place: Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale, AZ
Pot Luck: Bring something to share
BYOB: Beer in non-glass containers only
Donation: $3 per person, bring lawn chairs
Paul Frizane, aztaftalumni@yahoo.com
Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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Lost Classmates
Are you looking for old classmates with whom you’ve
lost touch? We will help you in your search by publishing the
name(s) in this newsletter. If that party responds to us and
agrees to share the information, we’ll forward that person’s
name and address to you.
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni Association, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Chicago,
IL 60631 or email us at taftalum@cox.net.
The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Paulette:
My checkbook shows I mailed a check on March
11th. I will check to see if the check clears in my next bank
statement and if not it may have been lost and I will forward
another one. Ii do not want to miss getting the Taft Alumni
News since i really look forward to t. It has been a long time
since my graduation but living in the neighborhood for a long
time I still look forward to seeing some names I recognize
Let me know if you do not receive my check.
Mary Boarini Idstein (Jun ’42)
[Hi, Mary, Our last deposit was made on March 11, so we missed you
by a day or two. Don't worry, you'll show up on the next one, and
you won't miss any newsletters. We're glad you still enjoy the
newsletter. Thank you for your continued support. Paulette English,
TAA Web Editor]

Dear Jerry,
It is with much sorrow that I am notifying you of the
death of Nancy Joy Weise Knecht (June 1945) on March 10,
2014. Nancy and I first met in 1932 when we attended
grade 1B at the old Ebinger School when it was in what is now
the Library (I think) on Northwest Highway in Edison Park.
We moved on to the “Big School” for grade 1A. We
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continued our friendship through 8th grade and then on to
Taft for high school. Nancy was an Honor Student and
graduated 3rd in the June 1945 class of about 275 students.
Nancy went on to Purdue University and got her degree in
Pharmacy. She married, had two children and worked as a
pharmacist until she retired.
Even though she lived in New York first and then
Wilmette, IL and I moved to Gulf Breeze, FL in 1956, we were
able to get together several times over the years. We were
able to attend our 50th Taft Reunion in 1996. So, I have lost a
lifetime friend and Taft has lost another of their Honor
Students.
I did want to say how much I enjoy the Newsletter; I
read it from cover to cover as soon as it arrives I am sorry
that more of my June 1945 class members are not
subscribers. I look for that year before I read the rest and
there is hardly ever anything there.
Just a couple more bits of interest from this Taftite;
my brother George E. Smith also graduated from Taft (Jan
1941). He was on the track team and I have his letter. He
went to Lane Tech for 3 years and transferred to Taft because
his girlfriend Maryalice Youmans (June 1942) was at Taft.
George joined the Air Force, was a Bombardier on B-25s and
B-17s and lost his life on March 9, 1945 over Munster,
Germany.
One other note of interest, my grandfather was
Oscar E. Brooks who settled in Edison Park before it was a
part of Chicago. He was on the Park Board and Brooks Park is
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named after him. Thank you for all you do by giving us a few
moments of reminiscing.
Enclosed are two pictures from Ebinger classes.
Most of these Ebinger graduates went on to Taft. Most from
the 1st grade class are in the graduating class.
Bessie Brooks Smith Roggenbuck (June 1945)
[Hi Bessie, We will be honored to now add your brother George to
our Taft Gold Star Honor Roll. Your recounting of stories and your
photos are delightful. Apologies for not printing your photos larger,
as the quality was such that they did not copy well, and one could
not see faces well enough to identify anyone. Jerry Stephenson, TAN
Editor.]
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To TAA:
I wanted to let you know that my cousin, Robert H. Koepke,
Class of June, 1960, passed away on January 25, 2015, in AZ
of COPD. Pam (Koepke) Kurke, his sister, will have a
memorial for him in Chicago sometime around the first or
second week in June, 2015. If anyone wishes to contact her
with stories about Bob’s time at Taft, which may be relayed at
the memorial, I’m sure she would appreciate it. Her contact
is Pamkurke@gmailcom.
Linda (Billesbach) Schlesinger (June ’63)
ultralynn@comcast.net
Dear Gentleperson(s):
I have received, this day, the Winter 2015 edition of
the Taft Alumni Newsletter (TAN). And before all else, I
thank you for the terrific, probably thankless, job that you
guys do in the putting the TAN together. My following
comments, regarding your news coverage, shall be limited to
two issues: “Know Your Yells…” and “Teacher Appreciation.”
Comment #1: “Yells”. I’m too old to know any of
your published “yells,’ but it seems to me that your ‘yells’
propose a bit too much violence, i.e., “Sock ’em in the chin,”
and “Kick ‘em in the eye.”. A gentler approach might be
something like this:
High school football,
Red, white and blue
Taft, you’re the best,
We’re rooting for you.
Or, how about this;
Taft on the gridiron,
You can bet,
It just doesn’t get,
Better that that.
Or this:
Taft on the field
Taft in the stands,
You are the putty,
We are the hands.
Etc.
Comment #2: “Appreciation.” The good Lord
provided for me two teachers at critical points in my
mathematical education. One of them was a Taft teacher.
Her name was Ms. Casey, and I’m shocked that she hasn’t
been named/elected to the ‘best teacher’ ‘Hall of Fame.’ But
then again, those folks who go do their jobs well, but quietly,
are seldom recognized. Nevertheless, Ms. Casey is my
nominee for one of the best math teachers Taft has ever
offered.
Thomas J. Mucha (June ’56)
P.S. Yes! I am the guy that nominated Nancy M. (Dinnella)
Mucha (Jan ’57) to the TAA Hall of Fame.
Paulette,
I live in Sun City Anthem in Henderson, NV. In the
past year, we have formed a Chicago Club. There are 70+
members. Some are going to the Cubs game in Las Vegas in
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March. I have met a few people who went to Schurz High
School.
Linda (Jacobson) Buckardt (Jun ’61)
[Linda, Linda, that's great! We have 70 Taft alumni in Nevada, 14 of
which live in Henderson, many more in Las Vegas. Perhaps you
should think about a Nevada All-Class picnic. (You can invite your
Schurz friends, too.) Paulette English, TAA Web Editor]

Hi Lynn and Jerry,
Joanne and I are looking forward to the Taft Reunion
next month. I spoke to John Grud and he and Ursula are also
looking forward to our get together. Thank you Lynn for being
such a gracious hostess. We love getting together with Taft
Alumni.
As a side note, last fall Joanne and I flew to Venice to
catch a cruise on Princess Cruise Line's newest ship, the Regal
and one morning we're taking the elevator down for breakfast and another fellow is in the elevator and I ask him where
his home is and he says "Chicago" and I said that I was from
"Chicago" too. Well he says that he lives in "Schaumburg" and
I told him that I grew up on the north side of the city and he
says that he did too. So I said that I went to Taft High School
and he says that he went there too. I then said that I
graduated in 1960 and he graduated in 1959. Well the
windup is that he lived a block away from me. His name was
Norm Bohrnell (Jan ’59) and I include picture of the two of us
taken on the ship. [See below]
Dennis Dziak (Jun ’60)

Hi Anne,
Congratulations on becoming president of the
Alumni Association. I thought your article on Kay painted a
great portrait of her leadership over the past 30 years.
Although it will be tough to follow Kay's tenure, I am glad the
Alumni Association is in your very capable hands.
Bob – rj@pary.biz
To: Jerry
Subject: Historic Pixs - Do You Recognize?
I've seen this photo more recently than 1960. Are
you sure that TAA hasn't published it before? Jeff Bernal is in
his letter sweater. In front of Jeff in the short sleeves and
horned rimmed glasses is someone I recognize, but can't put
a name on - is it Barry? I knew the model, too, but can't
remember her name, but she's probably from my class. A few
others are vaguely familiar, but too indistinct to guess at.

www.taftalumni.org

Page 4

My prayers are with Kay Kuciak and her family. We
owe Kay and Tom so much for what they did for us. Thanks to
you, Anne Lunde, for taking over a huge job; but I feel that
the job is being left in very capable hands. Blessings to you.
Blessings too to you, Jerry, Paulette, Arlene, and all
the other members of the board who must put in untold
hours (but whose names aren't mentioned every month in
print) to sustain a wonderful organization that benefits so
many of us.
Tom Klein (June ’60)
[Hi Tom, The photos published in our Winter issue were assembled
for the 75th anniversary celebration, and may have been used
before. The photo you are referring to is an art class (seen on page
15). It probably was taken from one of the early 60s yearbooks.
Thanks for helping identify some of your classmates. And, thanks for
the kind words about our "work" with TAA. Much appreciated! Jerry
Stephenson, Editor, TAN]

Dear Louise, TAN Editor and Alums,
I am deeply touched and humbled by the kind words
that Louise Varzhabedian Jaeschke (June ’68) wrote about
me for the recent newsletter [Winter 2015, pg. 6], as well as
her "right on" recall of our THE ONCE AND FUTURE KING days
together. No Google then! Those were halcyon times for
sure, and I learned so much from my students, all of you. It
may be an old saw, a much mouthed cliché, but it was truly a
privilege to teach you, to be at Taft, to know so many
wonderful students and staff. I am one lucky lady who is
enjoying retirement on her bicycle, often recalling
some terrific student or unique experience as I pedal the
lakefront. Thank you,
Pat Daniels (aka Miss O'Keefe)
[Ms. Daniels, thank you for your response. Your past students will
agree that great teachers deserve great praise. Paulette English,
TAA Web Editor]

Hi Paulette,
A classmate from Taft, June, 1967, has passed away.
I don't think it has been reported in the Newsletter.
Brent Bouma and family moved from Chicago to the
St. Louis area right after graduation. Apparently, he stayed
there through his adult years. I do remember his two sisters
Gywn and Lynn (they looked like twins - they might have
been).
I went to Edison School with Brent; he lived near
Olympia Park, and I continued to see him at Taft. On many
cold and below-zero mornings we walked to Taft together.
Neither of us wanted to make that walk alone. Misery loves
company. After that I lost contact with him, but it looks like
he had a good life.
Robert Badgley (1967)
To TAA:
Thanks for making the effort to organize this Alumni
Association for William Howard Taft. I am sure it is a lot of
work and I appreciate it. Good fortune to you!
Kenneth R. Paul (1970)

Paulette.
.just received via e-mail everything I wanted to know
about Taft Alumni Thank you and the group for what you all
do. My dues to belong, would not find an increase out of the
question. Two comments:
1. The e-mail listing, super, have been waiting for such a thing
for a long time. City/state location would have been nice.
2. In our Memories; tried to log in but it did not work; could
we get my brother, Ron Osucha listed? Some may remember
him from football and baseball. Thanks.
Hal Osucha (Feb ’56)
[Hi, Hal, Glad you liked the newsletter. As to the Email Directory,
we'd have to have permission from all listed in order to display
city/state, and it's hard enough for folks to remember to update us
when they switch email addresses. I am adding your brother to our
Memorials page, and he's listed in this Spring newsletter. He left you
all too soon. Thank you for your continued support. Paulette
English, TAA Web Editor]

To TAA,
Enclosed is a check for your Scholarship Fund. It is
being given in memory of my mother, Esther O'Connell who
was, I believe, the first full time permanent employee at
William Howard Taft High School. She was assigned to Taft HS
as the secretary to
the incoming
Principal, Leo
Hoefer, in the
summer of 1939. She
worked that summer
at Taft to help get it
ready for the first
students who would
be enrolled in
September.
I was nine
years old at the time
and I remember
being taken to work
by my mother one
day. I was very
excited to be abIe to
explore
the place
Esther O'Connell - circa 1940
where I would be
enrolled in a few years. My older brother. Jack, preceded me
at Taft by three years and graduated in June of 1944. I
graduated in June of '47.
Esther worked as Mr. Hoefer's secretary until she
developed breast cancer in 1946. She was loved by all and
was known as the "go to" lady that could help members of
the faculty, staff and students quickly solve their problems
along with a friendly smile. She passed away in 1949 at the
young age of 47. I have enclosed a photo of Esther for your
memorabilia collection. Sincerely,
Dick O'Connell (June '47

[Hello, Ken, and welcome to TAA. We're glad you've joined us and
hope you enjoy the newsletters. Paulette English, TAA Web Editor]
Taft Alumni Newsletter Spring 2015
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[Thank you, Dick. What a wonderful tribute to your mother. Her
memory lives on through your kind contribution to our scholarship
fund. J. Stephenson, TAN Editor]

To TAA:
I wanted to let you know, my brother, Kenneth
Fusick (Jun ’60) died January 13th, from cancer. He was in the
Air Force during Viet Nam. He also was the "Grease class" and
Jim Jacobs was a friend. There was a core group that has
stayed together this whole time. They were all at the
anniversary dinner in September. His wife Carol (Selbig) died
in 2010.
Janice (Fusick) Glure (Jun ’67)
Paulette,
Thanks for the invite [to the TAA picnic reunions] but
tho we are tired of winter our children seem to prefer the
summer for their growing families. Hope we can join you in
the future.
Dick Traugott (Jan ‘57)
[Dick, we'll look for you at a future picnic--I don't think the winters
will get any better soon. Remember, you are welcome to bring your
growing family with you. Paulette English, Web Editor]

To Paulette and all the rest of you:
Thanks so much from all the rest of us
Janine Juhnke Swanson (June ’55)
[From all of us, Janine, all of you are very welcome! We thank you
for your continued support. Paulette English, TAA Web Editor]

Dear Jerry,
[Here] are some photos (from the Dark Ages) from
1949 and 1950, involving Junior Achievement and the Jan,
1950 Sr. Prom. If you have trouble reading some of the
inscriptions, give me a call and I will help you with
my hieroglyphics. I also need help with some of the names.
Maybe others from this time recognize these “kids”. Good
luck.
Just as an added comment, Joe Kupcinet was also
the swim team coach, which somehow gets ignored. He
always berated Jim Stromayer, Leroy Bazany and I for not
coming out for football.
Walt H Wolf (Jan ’50)

Dear Paulette,
I was happy to get your e-mail [invite to TAA picnic
reunions]. I am a 1940 grad with your Dad [Frank Zemaitis]. I
have lost his e-mail address. Can you send it to me? He is the
only one I remember from our class…I hope he is well. I am
disabled but will be 93 in August so can’t expect to be active.
Muriel (Davies) Kaminski (Jun ’40)
[I'm sending your message to Dad. I'm sure both he and Mom will be
pleased to hear from you. Paulette English, Web Editor]

Dear Paulette,
I will be in India on these reunion dates. Please keep
me on your list. Perhaps I can make the next [picnic reunion]
get together! I appreciate being asked. Thanks.
Marvin Wren (Jun ’60)
[Wow, Marvin, what a fabulous destination! We wish you safe
journey and hope to see you next year. Paulette English, Web Editor]

To TAA,

This photo was taken February 25th in Sarasota,
Florida. We three gals graduated together from Taft in
January 1946. We met at Seasons 52 Restaurant in Sarasota
and had a great time.
Barbara Lawton Loescher (Jan ’46)

Senior Prom - January 13, 1950
(L-R) Guys – Walt
Wolf, Harry
Johnson, Jim (Bill?)
Stromayer, and ??.
Ladies - Camille
Jarzembski (now
Cook) and ???.

Camille
Jarzembski &
Walt Wolf
1950 Senior
Prom

Barbara Loescher (Sarasota FL), Rosemary Brabec (Northbrook IL)
and Evie Fischer Miller (St. Petersburg FL)
Taft Alumni Newsletter Spring 2015

www.taftalumni.org

Page 6

Can you recognize anyone in these photos?

Junior Achievement 1949-1950 – Plasta-Gems - Best company in Chicago

Back Row - Rosemary ?, Floyd ?, Walter ?, Jim Stromayer, Asst. Principal Teuscher?, Walt Wolf, Ron Ewald & 3
JA Advisors; Seated – Norman Johnson, ??, ??, Camille Jarzembski, Steinmetz H.S.Rep.
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Arizona All-Class Reunion Picnic
Submitted by Paulette English (1967)
The Arizona All Class Reunion Picnic took place on March 22, 2015 at the McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale. We were
happy to see so many familiar faces, and some new ones, as well. In attendance with family and friends were: Rodney Lowell (’47),
Bill McCarthy (’52), Walter Meisner (’54), June (Norton) Fratzke (’55), Gayle (Schroeder) Meisner (’55), John Penland (’55), Bill Herbst
(’55), Jay Forbregd (’57), Brian Arnspiger (’61), Art Kay (’61) who came in from Illinois, Eileen (Gierke) Rasmussen (’61), Butch
Godlewski (’65) who came in from North Carolina, Lee Pomeraning (’65), Judie (Reid) Preston (’65), Paulette (Zemaitis) English (’67),
Paul Frizane (’67), Fred Wordell (’67), Wayne General (’68), and Jim Gibisch (’69).
Special thanks go to Paul Frizane who worked tirelessly on set up and to Wayne General and his wife Lucinda, who volunteered this
year to man the grill.

Florida - West All-Class Reunion Picnic
Submitted by Jerry Stephenson (June ’62)
Our 12th Annual All-class Picnic held on March 21st in the sunny, warm Florida weather was another fun gathering of Taft
alums and friends. Several attendees have joined us for almost every years since its inception, but others were here for their first
time. Not all arrived in time to get into the group photo, but all enjoyed the food, singing our Taft Loyalty Song and laughing about
the “good ‘ol days”. There were 34 names on our sign-up sheet (including family and friends). Several Taft alum siblings and cousins
attended together as well. Special thanks to Bob Munsell and his wife who showed up at the site at 8:30am to insure our spot was
held safe. And, he was one of the last in the group to depart. Taft’s octogenarians are tough! And, thanks to Judie Popp for being
our photographer.
This year’s roster includes Jerry Stephenson (’62), Joe Popp (’66), Sharon Hines Dykes (’64), Bob Munsell (’47),
Paulette McGuire (’56), Marcia (Vogt) Podlesak (’61), Marjorie (Klapquist) Nehlsen (’56), Margaret (Hase) Harris (’54), Suzanne
(Keiler) Lechowicz (’56), Judy (Olsen) Gammon (’60), Jeanette (Olsen) Gilbertson (’63), Leo Golda (’58), Karen and Louis
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Golda (‘78), Ken Yatsko (‘56), June (Brown) Yatsko (‘58), Noel
(Carol Tureck) Thomson (’60), Don A. Thomson (’61),
Madonna (Tureck) Dupre (’62), Mary Bernahl (‘61), Sharon
Kramer (’61), Judi (Moers) Hardman (’53), Margie Kullman
(’61), Susan Moers (’65), Evie Fischer Miller (’46), Philip
Vierneisel (‘73) and Victor Gramza (‘73
To TAA:
We are very grateful for the help we received from
the TAA to initiate and conduct our Reunion last October.
The address information we received started us on our search
for classmates. Without this data we could not have
contacted the more than 80 members who with their spouses
attended our celebration.
Attached is a copy of our updated address list which
may be helpful to you in keeping current records. New email
addresses are blue. The deceased members section is current
to our present knowledge. Address changes we received
have been included. We will be mailing a check made out to
the TAA for $100.00 to show appreciation for your help. A
previous gift of $700.00 was donated to the school to show
our appreciation for their help in our reunion events and for
the education we received while at Taft 60 years ago.
As part of our reunion activities we scheduled a tour
of Taft and listened to reflections on the History of the
community from the Norwood Park Historical Society. Our
Tour of Taft was graciously led by Mr. Mark Grishaber, its
new Principal. As a retired High School Principal I reflected
on a few impressions drawn from these events. I was very
pleased to include Taft as a significant part of my education
and to observe the changes it is going through under Mr.
Grishaber's leadership. There is a new academic excitement
at Taft. Academic achievement is emphasized through
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programs such as The International Baccalaureate, and
Advanced Placement courses. It was clear in our
conversations while walking through the hallways and
listening to staff and students that Taft is becoming a warm
institution. Grishaber's comments reflected an interest in
increasing the community emphasis in the school. He lives in
the attendance area. Efforts are being made to restore
artifacts from previous Taft generations. We were pleased
with the vision of a school designed to serve its students.
Listening to the history of the Norwood area from
the docents at the Historical Society was interesting and
exciting. The former "Crippen House" provided a historical
atmosphere that accentuated our memories of what it used
to be like in the neighborhood. Driving around Circle Avenue
viewing the restored elegant homes brought back memories
of walking to Taft and assured us that the residents are eager
to maintain their investments in this community. We will
consider using the Crippen House for our 65th Reunion.
These events increased the enjoyment of being part
of the renewed friendships formed at our reunion celebration
dinner.
Included with the attachments to this email is a copy
of our reunion class picture. Perhaps it will be of interest to a
future copy of the TAA Newsletter. It was not included in the
last edition which featured a description of our reunion
celebration from Toni Geisert. Again thank you for your
service to the Taft Community.
Don Ring (June ’54)
[Don, Thank you for your kind remarks. Our last (Winter 2015) issue
was very full, due to it being our75th anniversary issue. Here is your
reunion photo that could not be included then. Handsome group!
Jerry Stephenson, Editor, TAN]
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June 1959 Together Again!
Submitted by Larry Marsh (June ’59)
In March, retired Navy Rear Admiral, Larry Marsh
(Class of June 1959) presided over the TAFT Navy Junior ROTC
Annual Military Inspection (AMI). While at TAFT, Larry was

Principal Grishaber also attended the Class Luncheon held
that week at the Des Plaines Hilton Garden Inn, at which he
gave a short update on present day TAFT. The Class then
gave him a TAFT Alumni Association Hat, a copy of the Class
50thand 55th Reunion Photos and Memory Book, the sheet
retired Navy music to “The TAFT Loyalty Song” from the
1950’s, a special, original 1950’s music CD recorded and
produced by Classmate Les Zurawic, copies of the one hour
“TAFT-The Movie” and other Reunion DVDs produced by
Classmate Fred Allegretti, and additional 1950’s and Class
memorabilia. TAFT Foundation President, Rick Winge (TAFT
June 1970) also attended the Luncheon. He and the Class
Reunion representative to the TAFT Foundation, Penni
(Eichen) Isaacson, provided a very positive Foundation
report. A good time was had by all.

Principal Grishaber accepts class reuion photo and
TAA hat
joined one morning by Reunion Committee Classmates, Anne
(Fear) McManus and Leanne (Mattick) Spiegel. They toured
TAFT and visited with Principal Mark Grishaber, presenting
him with many items of accumulated class and 1950’s
memorabilia.

Rear Admiral Larry Marsh with Taft 1959 classmates Anne (Fear)
McManus and Leanne (Mattick) Spiegel

June 1959 Class Reunion
Taft Alumni Newsletter Spring 2015
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Class Notes
Class Notes includes both new TAA members
and renewals, when received prior to going to press. If
you want to include other special details, please
include that information on your membership form as
shown on the inside of the last page of this newsletter.

1940s
Margaret (Bryson) Webster (Jan 1941), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, lives in Vancouver,
WA, is retired.
Marian (Kosel) Anderson (Jan 1942), has 6 children, 21
grandchildren, lives in West Dundee, IL, attended Wright
Jr College '44, is a homemaker.
Betty (Kilmek) Mack (Jan 1942), has 3 children, 9
grandchildren, 11 great grandchildren, lives in Omaha,
NE, is a homemaker.
Dan Novak (Jan 1942), has 5 children, 12 grandchildren, 1
great grandchild, lives in Park Ridge, IL, attended
Northwestern BS Mktg '48, is retired, and is a US Army
combat veteran, 1943-46.
Trudy (Strozewski) Gander (Jun 1942), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, lives in Elk Grove
Village, IL, is a retired Certified Professional Secretary,
and both sons are chiropractors.
Gloria (Klisch) Reutell (Jan 1943), has 6 children, 10
grandchildren, lives in Bloomingdale, IL, is retired.
Howard Schalk (Jun 1943), married Mildred Tess, deceased,
(Jan 1943), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, 3 great
grandchildren, lives in Sun City West, AZ, attended
Bradley BS '49, is a retired director of community
relations, served in the Army Air Corp 1943-45, and took
the Honor Flight to Washington in March 2015.
Ruth (Reisman) Ellmore (Jan 1944), has 3 children, 4
grandchildren, lives in North Richland Hills, TX, attended
Lake Forest BA '48, is retired.
Harold Tersch (Jan 1944), married Betty (Grabowski) Tersch
(Jun 1946), has 4 children, 5 grandchildren, 6 great
grandchildren, lives in Plano, TX, is retired.
Edith (Mauch) Swanek (Jun 1944), has 2 children, lives in
Anaheim, CA, is retired.
Jerry Moe (Jun 1945), has 4 children, 8 grandchildren, 4 great
grandchildren, lives in Valparaiso, IN, attended Luther
Seminary St. Paul MN BTh; and Edinburgh U Scotland
post-grad, is an interim pastor at Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, Merrillville IN, and was a chaplain in
the USAF 1953-1955.
Dee (Koch) Reichert (Jun 1945), has 4 children, 4
grandchildren, lives in Walnut Creek, CA, attended
Wright Jr College AA '48, is retired from a savings and
loan.
Evie (Fischer) Miller (Feb 1946), lives in Saint Petersburg, FL.
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Dick (Schoessling) Scott (Jun 1946), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Cranford, NJ, attended Drake U
'50; Harvard School of Adv. Mgmt. '64, is retired.
Betty (Grabowski) Tersch (Jun 1946), married Harold Tersch
(Jan 1944), has 4 children, 5 grandchildren, 6 great
grandchildren, lives in Plano, TX, is retired.
Cliff Raiman (Jun 1947), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, lives
in Roselle, IL, is a retired antenna designer, and is a
former TAA Board Director.
Robert Read (Jun 1947), lives in Bellbrook, OH, is retired, and
still enjoys a good game of golf.
Walter Stecher (Jun 1947), married Caryl Anda, deceased,
(Jan 1950), has 4 children, 8 grandchildren, 1 great
grandchild, lives in Tarpon Springs, FL, attended college,
earned BA, is a retired newspaper advertising executive,
was a cryptographer in the US Army Signal Corp, is a
vocalist at assisted living homes, and still misses his wife
very much.
Jeannine (Forrest) Gibbons (Jun 1948), lives in Tulsa, OK.
Shirley (Jacobsen) Hill (Jun 1948), lives in Indian Creek, IL.
William Peesel (Jun 1948), lives in Chicago, IL.
Jack Will (Jan 1949), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in
Fountain Hills, AZ, attended North Central BS '53, is the
retired president of Magi Color Paint Co.
Barbara (Calkins) Keller (Jun 1949), has 3 children, 6
grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, lives in Columbus,
NC, attended Cornell; Harrington Institute of Interior
Design '78.
Lois (Moller) Laing (Jun 1949), has 3 children, 2
grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, lives in Fernandina
Beach, FL, is a retired personnel supervisor at American
Hospital Supply.
Robert Turk (Jun 1949), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Norridge, IL, is a retired sheet metal worker.

1950s
Herbert Werner (Jan 1950), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren,
lives in St Louis, MO, attended Northwestern BS '53; U
of CA PhD '64, is a retired college professor, and served
in the US Army (E-4) 1957-59 and in the reserves ‘53-63.
Dick Wharton (Jan 1950), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Glenview, IL, attended U of IL BS MR '54, is
retired.
Bernadette (Gucwa) Becker (Jun 1950), has 4 children, 9
grandchildren, lives in Downers Grove, IL, attended NIU
BS Ed '54, is retired, and has many good memories of
Taft.
Dale Kendrick (Jun 1950), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Green Oaks, IL, attended Wright Jr Col; NIU
DeKalb, is operating a Barnaby's Restaurant in
DesPlaines, IL (45 years).
Annette (Matula) Kistler (Jun 1950), has 2 children, 1
grandchild, lives in Carmel, IN, attended Washington U
BS Bus '54, is retired.
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Hank Marschall (Jun 1950), has 6 children, 12 grandchildren,
2 great grandchildren, lives in Visalia, CA, attended
Northwestern BS CE, is a retired chemical process
engineer, and invites alumni to see him and wife Joan in
the fruit and dairy country near Sequoia Nat'l Park.
Jenine (Rex) Schoolcraft (Jun 1950), has 2 children, lives in
Littleton, CO, is a retired RN.
Nancy (Boulting) Stoneburner (Jun 1950), lives in Galena, IL.
Jane (La Marche) Adair (Feb 1952), has 4 children, 8
grandchildren, lives in Oro Valley, AZ, attended Beloit
Coll BA; U of FL MA; U UT PhD, is a teacher.
Ralph Adams (Jun 1952), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, 6
great grandchildren, lives in Hendersonville, NC,
attended Northwestern BSME '57, is a retired airline
pilot and Naval aviator, and is playing golf and enjoying life.
Marilyn (Dahlke) Compton (Jun 1952), has 2 children, 6
grandchildren, lives in Oswego, IL, is a retired
receptionist, and winters in the Florida Keys.
Joyce (Christensen) Johnson (Jun 1952), lives in Niles, IL.
Patricia (Tuhy) Socha (Jun 1952), lives in Morton Grove, IL.
Jim Tortorelli (Jun 1952), has 6 children, 13 grandchildren,
lives in Barrington, IL, attended Chicago St BA Ed '56;
Loyola MA Ed '62, is a retired teacher, and enjoyed his
four years at Taft, participating in many activities.
Carolyn (Halldorson) Hinds (Jun 1953), lives in Centennial,
CO, attended NIU '57, is a retired teacher.
Jim Twitchell (Jun 1953), lives in Fullerton, CA.
Thomas Fizzell (Jan 1954), has 4 children, 18 grandchildren,
lives in Phoenix, AZ, attended Pasadena City Coll, is a
pipe organ technician.
Walter Meisner (Jan 1954), married Gayle (Schroeder)
Meisner (Jun 1955), has 5 children, 11 grandchildren, 2
great grandchildren, lives in Hayward, WI, attended U of
WI BSME, BSNS '58, is retired, and enjoys Northwoods
living, winters in Fountain Hills, AZ.
Marcia (Tridemy) Ratajik (Jan 1954), has 3 children, 10
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, lives in Park Ridge, IL,
is a homemaker.
Gary Machon (Jun 1954), has 4 children, 9 grandchildren,
lives in Medford, WI, attended college and earned a BS,
is a retired airline pilot, and served 5 years in military
service.
Rosalie Streng (Jun 1954), lives in Des Plaines, IL, attended
Northwestern U BA '58; MA '62, is a retired high school
teacher.
Lois (Weldon) Dowd (Jun 1955), has 4 children, 8
grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, lives in Nokomis,
FL, is a retired cost accountant.
Patricia (Dunn) Hall (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 2
grandchildren, lives in Huntley, IL, attended NIU and
Bradley U, is retired.
Walter Lang (Jun 1955), lives in Woodstock, IL.
Gayle (Schroeder) Meisner (Jun 1955), married Walter
Meisner (Jan 1954), has 5 children, 11 grandchildren, 2
great grandchildren, lives in Hayward, WI, attended
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Madison Gen'l Hosp, is an RN, and enjoys Northwoods
living, winters in Fountain Hills, AZ.
John Snow (Jun 1955), lives in Palatine, IL, attended Coe Col
BA, is retired.
Gus Stein (Jun 1955), lives in Long Beach, CA, attended
college, earned BSME, JD, served 2 years in the US
Army, is a tax preparer, and tells us that California has
good weather.
Ralph Beck (Jan 1956), has 3 children, 5 grandchildren, 2
great grandchildren, lives in Mission Viejo, CA, attended
North Park Coll AA '58; Northwestern Dental Sch '62, is a
retired dentist, and has a residence in Denton Co., TX.
Doris (Miller) Johnson (Jan 1956), lives in Savanna, IL.
Raymond Schiefelbein (Jan 1956), has 1 child, 2
grandchildren, lives in Blue Springs, MO, attended Ripon
Col BA '60; Concordia Theo BA M.Div '72; U of WI M.Ed
'81; Concordia Seminary D.Min '92, is a retired ordained
minister who served 6 years in the US Army Reserves,
and is still serving in worship and bible class.
Don Ostrom (Jun 1956), has 3 children, lives in Minneapolis,
MN, attended St. Olaf Coll BA '60, Washington U MA '70,
is a college professor and retired state legislator.
Linnea (Swanson) Root (Jun 1956), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, lives in Batavia, IL, attended U of IL BS
'60; Northwestern U MA '62, is a speech/language
pathologist, and loves living in The Holmsted, a
retirement community.
Jay Forbregd (Jan 1957), has 1 child, lives in Phoenix, AZ, and
is in sales.
Robert Forman (Jan 1957), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Northbrook, IL, is a retired insurance agent.
Donna (Matheson) Machon (Jan 1957), married Gary
Machon (Jun 1954), has 4 children, 9 grandchildren,
lives in Medford, WI.
Richard Traugott (Jan 1957), lives in Hendersonville, NC.
D Patrick Raetzman (Jun 1957), has 4 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in San Diego, CA, attended George Washington U, MS, is retired, and served 20 years in the US
Navy.
Nancy (Geraci) Trutwin (Jun 1957), lives in Mt Prospect, IL.
Stuart Crippen (Jan 1958), has 3 children, 5 grandchildren,
lives in Denver, CO, attended North Park Coll BA '62, is
self-employed and semi retired.
Judith Steinhaus (Jan 1958), lives in Chicago, IL.
Donald Erickson (Jun 1958), married Betty Ann Marschall,
deceased, (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives
in Maricopa, AZ, attended Northeastern IL BA, is a
retired director of sales and marketing at Kraft Foods,
spent 4 years in the Army, and married Patricia Ann Jay
in 2014.
Ron Napier (Jun 1958), lives in La Qunita, CA.
Larry Rose (Jun 1958), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in
Grimes, IA, is a retired general manager.
John Schmidt (Jun 1958), lives in Chicago, IL, attended
college, earned B.Ed '62; M.Ed '65, is retired.
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Dona (Olson) Mclaughlin (Jan 1959), has 2 children, 4
grandchildren, lives in Algonquin, IL, attended Millikin U
BFA '63; NIU MSE '90, is a retired 3rd grade teacher.
Carolyn (Cella) O'Connor (Jan 1959), married James
O'Connor, deceased, (Jun 1953), has 4 children, 10
grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Evergreen,
CO, is a wife, mom, grandma and friend.
Barbara Peterson (Jan 1959), lives in Palatine, IL, attended
Wright Jr Coll AA '61, is a retired senior engineer in the
telephone industry.
Dorothy Engels (Jun 1959), lives in Chicago, IL, attended
Drake U BFA '63, is a retired United flight attendant of
38 years, and was based at O'Hare.

1960s
Don Schoenbeck (Jan 1960), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Sandy, UT, attended U of IL Urbana BS, is a
management consultant.
Gary Bauer (Jun 1960), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Almond, WI, attended U of IL CC '66, is a semi retired
VP of Sales for Vantage Travel, and reunites almost once
a quarter with Dunn, Hagstrom, Tishine, Zabel, Braun,
Duke, et al; plans to move back to Turks and Caicos
Islands.
Marilyn (Stano) Guillemette (Jun 1960), lives in Chicago, IL, is
a retired manager and buyer for Hallmark.
Sandra (Mahnke) Holmes (Jun 1960), has 3 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Winchester, MO, is bookkeeper
for City of Winchester.
Judith (Greasley) Mich (Jun 1960), lives in Ann Arbor, MI,
attended Northwestern BA '64; Cornell U MA Ed '65, is a
retired teachers.
Donna (Zapp) Reusing (Jun 1960), has 2 children, 2
grandchildren, lives in Braselton, GA, attended Wright Jr
Col AA '62, is retired.
Judy (Andersen) Mack (Jan 1961), lives in Palatine, IL.
Barbara (Buck) Thompson (Jan 1961), has 2 children, lives in
Marion, IL, attended U of IL BS Edu, is a teacher, and
celebrated 50th wedding anniversary with husband
Frederick.
Loretta (Phillip) Samborski (Jun 1961), married Randall
Samborski (Jun 1967), lives in Beach Park, IL, attended
CTC-North/Northeastern BA, is retired.
Karen (Kasallis) Lamping (Jan 1962), lives in River Forest, IL,
attended Rosary Coll BA '66; Loyola U MA '70, JD '82, is a
retired assistant public defender.
Diane (Foster) Montero (Jan 1962), lives in Chicago, IL,
attended Elmhurst Coll Edu '66, is a retired teacher and
highrise apartment building manager, and is happy,
healthy, loves to travel and hang with friends and
family.
Linda Norris (Jan 1962), has 2 children, lives in Healy, AK, is
retired.
Linda (Leshuk) Davidson (Jun 1962), has 6 children, 9
grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, lives in Palatine, IL,
attended Wright Jr Coll; U of WI, is a real estate broker.
John Ellis (Jun 1962), lives in Houston, TX, is attorney at law.
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Patricia (Dufour) Lortz (Jun 1962), has 1 child, 2
grandchildren, lives in Maricopa, AZ, attended U of
Denver BFA; grad school, is retired from teaching the
physically and mentally challenged, and her brother
Brian DuFour and sister Cheryl (DuFour) LeShane are
also Taft alumni.
Susan (Lucas) Schmid (Jun 1962), has 3 children, 3
grandchildren, lives in Downers Grove, IL.
Bruce Williams (Jun 1962), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren,
lives in Ft Collins, CO, attended Bradley U BS Chem '67;
U Rochester, is happily retired.
Gordon Goranson (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren,
lives in Wonder Lake, IL, attended U of IL BS '67;
Northwestern Kellogg MBA '75, is retired.
Don Howarth (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren,
lives in Pocono Pines, NJ, attended Carroll U, U of WI
MBA, is retired.
Louise (Knuth) Stewart (Jan 1963), has 4 children, 10
grandchildren, lives in South Elgin, IL, attended Judson U
BA, is a retired QA supervisor.
Michael Bienik (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Palatine, IL, is a retired tool and plastic mold
maker.
Marge (Stewart) Doud (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, attended NIU BS Ed
'67, is retired from teaching and banking, and enjoying
retirement and being a grandmother.
Paul Herrmann (Jun 1963), has 4 children, lives in Sun City,
AZ, attended Wartborg Coll BA 1967, is a retired
carpenter and a Christian camp director.
Sharon (Strobot) Nieft (Jun 1963), has 3 children, 6
grandchildren, lives in Streamwood, IL, is retired.
Jim Ohlson (Jun 1963), has 2 children, lives in Rockville, MD,
attended Wheaton Coll BS 1967, U of Pittsburgh MA '72,
is an FBI agent.
Patricia (Naumes) Sherman (Jun 1963), lives in Glenview, IL,
attended Wright Jr Col AA; Elmhurst Col, is a retired
from sales.
Ken Wyse (Jun 1963), lives in Qunicy, IL.
Betty (Pappas) Ellis (Jan 1964), has 4 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Palos Park, IL, is wonderfully
retired, and loving every minute.
Bill Mazurek (Jan 1964), has 4 children, 7 grandchildren, lives
in Westcliffe, CO, attended Air Force Academy BS,
Capital U MBA, is retired, and served 5 1/2 years in the
US Air Force.
Mary Lynn (Alex) Brown (Jun 1964), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, lives in Upland, CA, attended Chaffey Coll
AA, is retired.
Judy (Walters) Grundke (Jun 1964), has 2 children; 4
grandchildren, lives in Arlington Hts, IL, attended NIU, is
retired, just enjoying life with my husband, kids and
their children.
T Hutton (Jun 1964), lives in Des Plaines, IL.
George Knickerbocker (Jun 1964), has 4 children, 11
grandchildren, lives in Elk Grove, IL, attended DePauw U
BS '68; U IL JD '71, is attorney.
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Nancy (Cairo) Leonetti (Jun 1964), has 1 child, 4
grandchildren, lives in North Palm Beach, FL, is a partner
and director for Alpine Power Sys.
Patrick Leavy (Jun 1964), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives
in Treasure Island, FL, is a retired industrial engraver and
mold maker.
Lynn (Bonowic) Muttini (Jun 1964), has 2 children, 1
grandchild, lives in Poynette, WI, is a customer service
IRA specialist, and winters in Rockport, Tx.
Kris (Warzecha) Tyler (Jun 1964), has 2 children, lives in Des
Plaines, IL, attended NIU BA 1968; Nat'l Louis U MA Ed
1986, is a retired Mt. Prospect teacher.
Lillian (Norris) Vancel (Jun 1964), has 2 children, lives in
Fountain Hills, AZ, attended WIL BA Ed '69,
Northwestern MA Comm Dis '73, U AZ MLS '09, is a
retired school librarian.
Judy Lamarche (Jan 1965), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren,
lives in Miramar Beach, FL, attended U of WI BA '68, MS
Ed '70; Utah St U PhD Psych '84; U of AL MBA '98, is cochair of the board of LaMarche Mfg. and consultant for
the Dept. of Disability Determination, and is cherishing
every day with friends and family, loving semi-retirement.
Lee Marsh (Jan 1965), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in
Palatine, IL, attended Purdue U BS '69, Northwestern U
MBA 1972, is is a tax specialist.
Jane (Schaefer) Behnke (Jun 1965), has 3 children, 4
grandchildren, lives in West Deptford, NJ and attended
WIU '69.
Ralph Keller (Jun 1965), has 1 child, 1 grandchild, lives in La
Grange Park, IL, attended U of Chicago MBA '79, is a
retired business manager.
Terry Long (Jun 1965), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, lives in
Waterford, WI, attended U of I BS '72, is a retired
engineer.
Christine (Motzny) Nelson (Jun 1965), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Elk Grove, CA, attended Loyola
BSN '69, is a retired RN.
Rich Schutz (Jun 1965), lives in Glenview, IL, attended Oakton
Comm Coll AA; Roosevelt U BA Hist, is semi retired
paralegal, part time deli clerk.
Martin Emrath (Jan 1966), has 3 children, 7 grandchildren,
lives in Brentwood, TN, attended U of IL Chgo BS ME '70,
U of I MBA '73, is retired.
Gary Andersen (Jun 1966), lives in Palatine, IL, attended
Northeastern IL BA, and served in the USMC 1968-69
with 4 combat citations, is retired; began teaching part
time at Northwestern U 20 years ago and is still at it.
Judy (Swanson) Stone (Jan 1966), lives in Twin Lakes, WI, is
retired.
Theresa (Klein) Davis (Jun 1966), has 4 children, lives in
Hurley, WI, attended U of IL '71, is an art teacher in
middle and high school.
Judy (Musso) Dumele (Jun 1966), has 2 children, 3
grandchildren, lives in Hoffman Estates, IL, attended
NIU, is VP of Flooring Visions, a contract furniture
coordinator.
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Kathie (Yehling) Haber (Jun 1966), lives in Petersburg, TN.
David Hoy (Jun 1966), has 1 child, lives in Elmhurst, IL,
attended Elmhurst Col BS BA '77; NIU JD '83, is a senior
partner in the Law Offices of Hoy & Sahlas, Ltd.
William Ott (Jun 1966), lives in Naperville, IL, is retired.
Judie (Montgomery) Fezekas (Jan 1967), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Huntley, IL, attended NIU 2 Yrs, is
retired from Liberty Mutual, and recently moved back to
Illinois from St. Louis MO.
Bob Friedlander (Jan 1967), lives in Richland, MI, attended
SIU '71, is an NHL hockey scount for the LA Kings.
Wayne Gibson (Jan 1967), lives in Arlington Hts, IL, is a
retired postal clerk.
Beth (Samuels) Charvat (Jun 1967), has 2 children, lives in
Westmont, IL, is an RN.
Paul Frizane (Jun 1967), lives in Mesa, AZ, attended
Northeastern IL BA '76, is a retired teacher.
Fredric Lind (Jun 1967), lives in Park Ridge, IL.
Barbara (Eurich) Anderson (1968), has 2 children, 5
grandchildren, lives in Schaumburg, IL, attended
Western IL U, is a human resources manager, and is
looking forward to retirement.
Louise (Varzhabedian) Jaeschke (1968), has 2 children, lives
in Arlington Heights, IL, attended North Park U BA '72, is
a retired RN.
Cynthia (Peska) Northup (1968), has 2 children, 1 grandchild,
lives in Sheboygan, WI, attended Northwestern U BSM
'72, MD '74, is a family physician, and lives on a 30 acre
farm.
Jerry Benson (1969), has 2 children, lives in Elgin, IL, attended
NIU BS Acct '73, MBA '76, and is retired.

1970s
Cynthia (Gallaher) Cumpian (1970), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, attended U of IL Chgo BA
Art/Arch '74, and is becoming a certified yoga instructor
in 2015.
Kenneth Paul (1970), has 2 children, lives in Klamath Falls,
OR, attended U of MT BS Wildlife Mgmt '77, is a wildfire
and incident manager in natural resource management,
and owns State of Jefferson Fire Management.
Kathy (Kwitek) Mountford (1971), has 2 children, 1
grandchild, lives in Lake Zurich, IL, attended Lake County
Col AA '03; Roosevelt BA '05, M.Ed, is a teacher.
Dennis Rice (1971), lives in Deerfield, IL.
Roger Slaboch (1971), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in
Sacramento, CA, attended Monmouth Coll BA Bus '75,
and is a director of credit.
Joanne (Manthie) Kahn (1972), has 1 child, lives in Elk Grove
Village, IL, and is an IT compliance analyst.
Lee Ann (Shellabarger) Murdoch (1972), has 2 children, lives
in Racine, WI, attended Western IL U BA.
Mark Wiklund (1973), lives in Hinsdale, IL.
Michael Kaage (1974), has 2 children, lives in Des Plaines, IL,
is newspaper distributor, and owns and operates the
paperstand in Edison Park, a family business since '43.
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Yvonne (Gatcheff) Ornt (1974), has 2 children, lives in
Highland Park, IL, attended U IL Champagne-Urbana BS
Act'l Sci '78, and is a consulting actuary.
Bob Uhlar (1974), lives in Indianapolis, IN, attended Drake U
BA '78; Northwestern MA '81; Unity Inst Mdiv '02, is a
former editor at WMAQ 670-AM and WBBM 780-AM,
and is now senior minister at Unity of Indianapolis.org.
Kathryn (Sullivan) Kostelancik (1975), has 5 children, 3
grandchildren, lives in Algonquin, IL.
Roger Mahnke (1975), has 5children, 1 grandchild, lives in
Plainfield, IL, and is a journeyman heating and cooling
serviceman.
Kent Stotz (1976), has 2 children, lives in Schaumburg, IL, and
is the owner of a trucking company.
Gail Uhlar-Murray (1976), has 2 children, lives in Sylmar, CA,
attended Drake U BA Journ/Comm '81, and is a director
of business affairs.
Richard Bake (1978), has 2 children, lives in Park Ridge, IL,
attended Northeastern IL BA Sus Mgmt/Econ '83.
Connie (Tucci) Morawski (1978), has 3 children, lives in St
Charles, IL, attended U of IL, and is a pharmacist.
Maureen (Moore) Cross (1979), has 8 children, lives in Niles,
IL, and is an RN.
Kevin Graniero (1979), has 1 child, lives in Madison, WI,
attended Devry '81, is a communication technician.
Dawn (Ruscitti) Simmons (1979), has 3 children, lives in
Prospect Hts, IL, and is a realtor.

1980s
Lisa (Bottalla) Ryan (1981), lives in Chicago, IL.
Kati (Graniero) Gleeson (1982), has 2 children, lives in
Downers Grove, IL, attended DePaul U MBA, and is a
Treasury Manager.
Thomas Hizel (1982), lives in Chicago, IL.
David Bergendahl (1983), lives in Chicago, IL.
Christine Bush (1984), lives in Sugar Camp, WI, is a county
government secretary.
Rita (Kripko) Rozovics (1987), has 1 child and lives in Park
Ridge, IL.

1990s
Gordon Davidovac (1996), lives in Chicago, IL, attended
Northwestern U AA '02, is a concert promotor and DJ,
and community member of the LSC.

Taft Alums in the News
Two Taft grads joined the challenge from the
Chicago Tribune, owners of the Chicago Cubs, to write a
victory song for their baseball team.
http://www.tafths.org/apps/news/show_news.jsp?REC_ID=34
9444&id=0Christopher James (Meziere) (1992) co-authored
his new song, entitled "Everybody Loves the Cubs" which
wound up in the final four. Chris is a Lt. in the Chicago Fire
Dept. Bob Zaun (Jan ’58) also wrote his version, called “It’s
Cubs Time”. Bob is the leader and arranger for the group
“Jazz Spectrum”. The contest ended March 29th. Although
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neither of our Taft grads were the winners, they had fun
reaching out with their musical talents.
Out of thirty entries, and thousands of online votes,
they gave it their best shot. Neither of these grads made it to
the finals.

George Johnson (January 1954, left), now active in Park
Ridge where he helps to organize local blood drives, had fun
getting reacquainted with Glenn Jorian (June 1941) in March
at the 50th anniversary of Park Ridge's Men's Prayer
Breakfast. Jorian, a noted local singer for many years, had
been a soloist at the first of the breakfasts, and was one of
several participants from the early days who returned to
town to be recognized.

Memorial Opportunities
One of the new projects which the Taft Alumni
Association has begun working on is a collection of
memorabilia cases. Taft’s principal, Mark Grishaber, is hoping
to exhibit photos and memorabilia from the decades since
Taft opened, to give students and faculty a sense of pride in
the school, its history and its achievements. We are
collecting items from school life, teams, clubs, etc.
The cost of these cases will be $1,000 each, not
counting the costs for preparing and labeling the display
materials. If there are alumni, either as individuals, or groups
(reunion classes, friends, families of graduates) who would be
interested in donating toward the cost of purchasing a case,
please contact John Prochaska, first vice president and
treasurer, at 312-208-2582 or Taft1961reunion@aol.com.
Donations are also welcome to TAA’s scholarship
fund. These may be designated in memory of specific Taft
graduates or faculty, or can be specified “TAA Scholarship
Fund” on the memo line. You are welcome to include
information about the person you are honoring. It’s a way to
pay forward to new Taft graduating seniors your own
appreciation for the opportunities the school offers.
Memorials made in memory of Kay (Carlson) Kuciak, our
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founding president, will be

designated in a named scholarship fund.

In Our Memories
Lawrence R. “Larry” Hohn, Taft's long time building engineer,
died March 19, 2015.
Raymond Kartasuk, Class of June 1943, died February 27,
2015.
Robert George Rahnert, class of June 1943, died March 3,
2015 of heart failure in Fox Lake IL. He served in WWII
with the Army Air Corps. He is the husband of his high
school sweetheart, the late Lorraine Marie (Meyer).
Lorraine Marie (Meyer) Rahnert, class of June 1945 died,
October 8, 2007 of heart failure. She is the wife of the
late Robert G. Rahnert. They were married 61 years.
Nancy Joy Weise Knecht, class of June 1945, pied on May 10,
2014.
Lois (Frank) Wendhack, class of January 1947, died April 4,
2015.
Janice Marie (Jeffry) Burden, class of January 1949, passed
away February 9, 2015 from her battle with cancer.
Nancy "Dawn" (Auerswald) Suevel, class of June 1950,
passed away February 7, 2015. She is the sister of the late
Richard, Wallace Auer (June 1940), and Shirley
(Auerswald) Nielson (June 1942).
Joanne Ellen (Closset) Steinmetz, class of June 1950, passed
away unexpectedly in her home on February 4, 2015. She
is the wife of the late William Steinmetz (June 1948).
Edna Agnes (Zaroski) Paluch, class of June 1950, died January
27, 2015.
Marie K. (O'Connor) Leeds, class of January 1952, died
August 1, 2009. She is the sister of James O'Connor (June
1953).
Charlene Joyce (Toth) Marco, class of June 1952, passed
away March 1, 2015 at home in Bull Valley, IL after
battling Alzheimer’s disease. She is sister to the late
Charles Albert Toth (January 1954).
Grace (Petersen) Goettsche, class of June 1953, died
February 8, 2015. She is the sister of Joan (Peterson)
Murray (June 1958).
Ronald Dale Osucha, class of June 1953, passed away July 4,
1977 from cancer. He is the brother of Hal Osucha (Feb
1956).
James O'Connor, class of June 1953, died March 24, 2014. He
was a captain in the Chicago Fire Dept. and the husband
of Carolyn (Cella) from class of January 1959 and sister of
Marie (O’Connor) Leeds (January 1952).
Charles Albert Toth, class of January 1954 died, date
unknown. He is brother to the late Charlene (Toth) Marco
(June 1952).
Robert Carl Oldenburg, class of June 1954, died January 16,
2015. He is the husband of his high school sweetheart
Jean (Williams)
William Wayne “Chooch” Antkowiak, class of June 1954, was
the team Co-Captain and Quarterback of the Taft Eagles
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Football Team, passing away November 22, 2014 in Mesa,
AZ. He was a Korean War Army Veteran.
Joy Alice (Percival) Kruto, class of June 1954, passed away
March 1, 2015 in Hunley, IL. She is sister to Joe Percival.
Marcia Carol (Tresslar) Cooper, class of June 1955, died in
November 2008 of pancreatic cancer.
Marilyn Lee (Lane) Kellerman, class of January 1957 died
February 24, 2015. She was the class secretary.
James John McMahon, class of June 1957, passed away after
a long struggle with Diabetes and Parkinson’s disease on
March 27, 2015
William John “Pinky” Bibel, class of June 1960, passed away
on January 23, 2015 in San Diego, CA after a bout with
cancer. He was a retired school teacher. He is the brother
of Dale Bibel (January ’63).
Kenneth Raymond Fusick, class of June 1960, died January
13, 2015 from cancer. He served in the Air Force during
Viet Nam. His wife, the late Carol (Selbig) (June 1960) died
in 2010 and his sister is Janice (Fusick) Glure, (June 1967).
Diane (Soderlund) Pfeffer, class of January 1961, passed
away January 14, 2015 of pancreatic cancer.
Steven Charles Jensen, class of June 1965 passed away, date
unknown.
Robert Henry Koepke, class of June 1965, died from COPD on
January 25, 2015. He is brother to Pamela (Koepke) Kurke
(1976). See “Letters to the Editor” section elsewhere in
this issue of other details.
Brent G. Bouma, class of June 1967, died October 18, 2014.
He is brother to Gwyn (Bouma) Ciecalone and Lynn
(Bouoma) Chasteen. See “Letters to the Editor” elsewhere
in this issue.
Richard Lewis Lang, class of June 1968, of Winfield, IL passed
away on February 1, 2015.
Dale Christine (Coulias) Troppito, class of 1970, passed away
Mary 18, 2015 after her struggle with cancer.
John William Mariacher, class of 1970, passed away June 23,
2014, three months after being diagnosed with
esophagus, stomach, liver, lung, and lymph node cancer.
He is the brother of Sue (Mariacher) Carlson (1967),
Phyllis (Mariacher) Carlson and Fred Mariacher.
Diane (Nilles) Angelopolus Jaworski, class of 1977 passed
away March 5, 2015. She is the sister of Dan (1970), John
(1972), Jim and Patricia Nilles.
"In Our Memories" page on our web site now includes, when
known, civil or military service and which conflict, if any, the
person was associated with. Feel free to contact us with any
updates or corrections. We always appreciate your help to
keep our files up to date.
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June. Induction ceremonies will be scheduled
during the 2015-16 school year. Instructions and
nomination forms are available from the Taft
Alumni web site at www.taftalumni.org.

On Donations
The Taft Alumni Association has a federal notfor-profit exemption status, so your donations to
TAA are tax deductible on your federal income
taxes. We will provide you with verification letters
for each individual donation of $250 or more, as
required by IRS regulations.

E-mail Alert!

How early students got to school--they biked!
[Taft AA Hall of Fame - Continued from Page 1]
been a surprise to the TAA inductees, and to the families of
now-deceased TAA HOF members.
Imagine how unexpected it will be for the
descendants of President William Howard Taft, later Chief
Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, to learn he’s a candidate
since he has no guarantee to be included either. By the
number of nominees who can be recognized this year, more
than half of the already honored alumni are forced into a
runoff they did not seek.
Since TAA’s first hall of fame induction in 1989 at
Taft’s 50th anniversary, TAA has inducted more than four
dozen alumni. Candidates’ qualifications are given a thorough
consideration as part of the evaluations. TAA looks for
individuals who have achieved in the best standards we
learned at Taft. Being inducted in the TAA HOF is recognition
which means something special. If you know someone who is
already in the TAA HOF, please let them know how proud you
are that they have been recognized in the Taft Alumni Hall of
Fame.
If the original argument was that the TAA HOF didn’t
give an opportunity to honor the non-alumni, it seems to us
that the WHT HOF should have concentrated its honors
elsewhere, to recognize people who legitimately deserved
praise but were not alumni. Teachers who didn’t happen to
be sports coaches are still primarily ignored. Only two former
principals were included on the list. Many distinguished PTA
leaders are missing. And the new list is dependent on having
someone who knows what those people did in times so far
back that there are few to submit their names, and even
fewer who had a chance to find out in time to submit names
or vote.
However, the Taft Alumni Association is continuing
our Hall of Fame, and invites nominations through the end of
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Following an alert in February that the TAA
Email Directory may have been compromised by
hackers, it was immediately taken off line. Although the
directory did not contain live hyperlinks, which would have
made it more vulnerable, savvy hackers may have found a
way to collect the email addresses.
The email directory got its start about 15 years ago at
the request of many alumni who asked for this additional
venue to find classmates and continue online communications with fellow alumni. Since then, the list has grown to
nearly 1,500 email addresses primarily requested through the
membership form. The TAA does not require anyone to be
an active member in order to be listed.
As soon as a viable and secure method of displaying the
addresses is found, the email directory will again be posted
at www.taftalumni.org.

Taft High School Foundation
Board of Directors
Announces New Members
to Its Board
Lisa Schwieger, Foundation Executive Vice President &
Corporate Secretary and Chairwoman of Taft's Local School
Council: and Richard Winge, 1970 Taft Alumnus and President & Treasurer of the Foundation announced that five new
members have been elected to the Corporation's Board of
Directors. They are Anita Bernacchi, Taft Parent, President of
the Taft PTSA and member of Taft's Local School Council; Rich
Bolinder, 1970 Taft Alumnus; Sharon Manjack, Taft High
School Teacher; Ted Pirpiris, Past Chairman of Taft's Local
School Council; and Dr. Art Tarvardian, Emeritus Principal of
Taft High School. For more information on these newly
elected Foundation Board members please
visit www.TaftHSFoundation.org
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Taft Alumni Association Merchandise
Qty

Item
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”
with full-color eagle
Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray
“You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride”

Specifics

Price Each

Medium Only

$25.00

One Size Fits
All

$15.00

----

$ 3.00

Medium

$10.00

$

$10.00

$

$10.00

$

$12.00

$

Jacket , Fleece – embroidered Taft Alumni Logo

XX-Large
XXX-Large
Medium

$12.00
$40.00

$
$

Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year)

Large
X-Large
XX-Large
XXX-Large
Year:

$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$30.00

$

T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo

Large

T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo

X-Large

T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo

Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00
Total

Name (please print):

Total Price
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$

Remitted

Grad Month/Year:

Address:
City/State/ZIP:

Phone: (

)

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631
Please use a separate order form for separate addresses.

Yearbook Inventory

Some years are hard to keep in supply. All requests are on a first-come, first-serve
basis. As of today, we have the following yearbooks for purchase: 1943 Jun (1), 1946
Jun (1), 1949 Jun (1), 1969 (1), 1985 (24), 1986 (47), 1987 (76), 1990 (52), 1991 (9),
1992 (132), 1993 (5), 1994 (56), 1995 (183), 1996 (64), 1997 (52), 1998 (153), 1999
(150), 2000 (351), 2001 (122), 2003 (76), 2004 (77), 2005 (56), 2006 (40), 2007 (40),
2008 (40).

Time to Renew?!!
Thanks to all who read our plea about keeping current with your membership. If you receive the newsletter electronically,
you’ll find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have lapsed. If you receive the newsletter by post, check
your address label for your year of graduation above the eagle logo on the back page. Is it correct? Also, check the expiration date
of your current membership with the Taft Alumni Association located just below the graduation date.
If your expiration date is close, we urge you to sit down NOW, complete the membership form on the next page and write
out a check for $15 or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same address. You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled
with opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and alumni programs. Be sure to use the application on the
following page to share with us the latest updates in your life.

Thanks to all who have opted to receive their newsletter electronically. It has made a difference in our printing, mailing and
handling newsletter costs. Bottom line, it gives us more opportunity to use our funds for other important TAA projects for Taft.
Taft Alumni Newsletter Spring 2015
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Taft Alumni Association
Membership Application
Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the Class Notes.
Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership. We will not publish your address or phone number .

About You
*First Name ( PLEASE
PRINT)

* Last Name at Graduation

*Home Street Address

* Current Last Name

*City

Primary Phone

Email Address

*Month/Year You Graduated

Number of Children
Children,

*State

*ZIP
List in Email Directory
Yes
No

Grandchildren,

Great Grandchildren,

Great Greats?

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years
Occupation

Retired?
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Do not publish my information
in the Class Notes

About Your Taft Graduate Spouse
*First Name

* Last Name at Graduation

*Month/Year Spouse Graduated

* Current Last Name

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years

Occupation

Retired
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Enclosed is a
check or money
order for:

$15.00 2-year single membership
$20.00 2-year alumni couples membership
Donation in the amount of $

Send newsletter online
Send newsletter by mail
Send both by mail and online

Please mail application and funds to:
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL 60631

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors

Spring 2015

Taft Alumni Newsletter
www.taftalumni.org

Anne Lunde
John Prochaska
Frank Heyer
Arlene (Laufer) Ware
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom
Stephenson

1969
1961
1948
1960
1962

Kevin Krieger

1973

Paulette (Zemaitis) English

1967

Mike Hionis
Judy Jacobsen
Paul Madsen
Wayne Schimpff
(Vacant)
(Vacant

1968
1970
1971
1959

President, Historian
1st Vice President/Treasurer
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Director, Newsletter Editor
jbbloom@charter.net
(920) 559-7440
Director, Webmaster
webmaster@taftalumni.org
Director, Web Editor,
Newsletter Assistant
eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Director
Director
Director
Director
Director
Faculty Representative

eNewsletter Signup: eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.
Please address general correspondence and changes to:
Taft Alumni Association
6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631
or email eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Send photographs and articles for the next issue to:
Jerry Bloom Stephenson
rd
444 N. 3 Ave – Apt. 1
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
or email jbbloom@charter.net

Submission Deadline for the Spring Issue:
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