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Memorial Service for  
“JJ” Stamm 

Please join us for a memorial tribute on Sunday, 
October 23, 2016 from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm for James J. 
Stamm.   It is being held in the auditorium of Taft High 
School. All are welcome to attend.  

The service will include words from Mr. Stamm's family, 
his close friends and others. Mr. Stamm's video 
presentation made to friends and family in 2013 will 
also be shown at that time.  The Taft High School 
Chorus will be singing the TAFT ALMA MATER song 
written by Mr. Stamm. 

We hope you will join us for this heartfelt celebration of 
one of Taft High School’s wonderful teachers. 

 

Are You Published? 

 We’re considering expanding our memorabilia 
archive collection from Taft alums by creating a library 
of published works from grads from all seven decades 
of our school’s history.  We know there are LOTS of 
authors out there.  Could you show us what you’ve 
done? 
 Please consider donating a copy of your 
published work, no matter what type work it is.  It can 
be a novel (historical or otherwise), short story, techni-
cal article, song, collection of poems, children’s book, 
personal memoir, research book, or photographic 
collection, etc.  We’re interested in seeing what you’ve 
done, and we would be happy to include this work in 
our archives.  We could add the title(s) of your work 
into our master TAA database, which will then allow us 
to be able to highlight this collection on our web site.  
The variety of work and depth of the writing will be 
enlightening to us all.  Current students will be interest-
ed in seeing what we have accomplished in life through 
our writings.  Let’s show them what we’ve done. 
 To be included in this proposed project, please 
donate one (signed) copy of your published work.  It 
must be written by you, not an item written about you, 
unless it is a published autobiography. If it is an article 
from a magazine or other publication, you may send the 
entire magazine or simply the article separately.  If 
separate, please provide in some type of permanent 
binding, so it can stay preserved.   Send to us at:  Taft 
Alumni Association, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn 
Mawr Ave., Chicago, IL 60631. 

 



 
 

 

Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2016   www.taftalumni.org    Page 2 

 

Class of June 1965 (1st Anniversary of 50th Reunion) 
Date:  October 22, 2016 (6 PM – 10 PM_ 
Place:  Pinstripes, 100 West Higgins Rd., So. Barrington, IL 

Contact:  Bonnie Stewart Jilek – taftjune65@gmail.com 

 
 

7th Annual ALL CLASS Get Together CHICAGO 
Date:  November 19, 2016 (6 PM - Midnight) 

Place:  Moretti’s Edison Park – 6727 N. Olmstead, Chicago  
 Cash Bar – No Cover – Get together with old friends  

 before the holidays start!  No snow promised… 
Contact:  Michael Kersey (1976) michaelkersey@comcast.net 

 
 
 

14th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-WEST 
Date:  March 18, 2017 (10 AM – 2 PM) 

Place:  Maxine Barritt Park, 1800 Harbor Dr S, Venice, FL 

     (beach, fishing pier, hiking trails available before + after)  
Pot Luck:  a shared dish (+ BYOB – NO GLASS ALLOWED)  

Photo shoot:  1:30 pm - NOTE PLACE + TIME CHANGE 
Donation:  $5 per person, lawn chairs optional 

Contacts: Leon Kathan (Jun ’56) 863-835-2211 

 leonkathan@yahoo.com - or 
 Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (Jun ’62) 

920-559-7440 – jerrybloomstephenson@gmail.com 

 
 

 

4th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-EAST 
Date: Saturday, April 29, 2017 – (Noon – 4 PM) 
Place:  6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL  

(For those unable to attend the Florida west coast affair) 

Pot Luck:  a food item to share (+ BYOB)  
Contacts:  Lynn (Morley) Martin (June ’57) 

lmml@sbcglobal.net - or 
Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (June ’62) 

jerrybloomstephenson@gmail.com   
 

 
 

7th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic ARIZONA 
Date:  Sunday March 19, 2017    (11 AM – 3 PM) 
Place: Stillman Ramada, Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale 

Pot Luck:  Bring something to share 

BYOB: Beer in non-glass containers only 
Donation:  $3 per person, bring lawn chairs 

Contacts: Paul Frizane, aztaftalumni@yahoo.com - or 
Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

 

3nd Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic CALIFORNIA 
Date:  July 15, 2017  (11 AM – 4 PM) (tentative date) 
Place: 2372 Recuervo Cove, Del Mar, CA 

Details:  $8 for pizza and beverages, Chicago dogs extra,  

 grandkids free. Bring side dish, salad or dessert to  
 share. BYOB. Swimming pool.  

Contacts:  
        Paul Laudicina (June ‘61) longbeach1942@ gmail.com 

        Mike Day (Jun ‘60) - michael91942@yahoo.com  

       Jan (Ostromencki) Savage, janhellokitty@hotmail.com 

 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Hello Jerry: 
Recently I attended the Hall of Fame festivities in the 

hope of seeing Mr. Brow (English teacher scheduled to be 
inducted), but he did not attend. I would like to send him 
book of mine, but I do not have his address. Do you have it? 

Bill Green (Jan ’63) 
[Hi Bill, It is not TAA policy to distribute contact info of alums or faculty to 
people not on legitimate reunion committees.  However, we are happy to 
forward your note to Mr. Brow in hopes he will connect with you.  Jerry 
Bloom-Stephenson, TAAN Editor] 
 

Paulette,  
 After reading this latest edition I felt compelled to 
thank you and everyone involved with the TAA newsletter! 
You guys do so much, look for nothing in return and on 
occasion, especially recently, have to put up with a bunch of 
crap! All of you involved with this newsletter really are 
appreciated......at least by me!!  Thanks again, 

Larry Wojcik (1969) 
[Larry, thank you so much for your words of encouragement.  It's members 
like you who make it all worthwhile.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor and 
TAAN Asst. Editor] 

 
TAA: 
 I was shocked to suddenly realize that this spunky 
old geezer was a year delinquent in his membership.  This 
validates the aphorism, "Life is like a roll of toilet paper--the 
shorter it gets, the faster it goes."  Kindest regards, 

Adam Klafta (Jun ’41) 
 

Paulette,  
 Thank you, Paulette for all the work you and the 
board have done over time for Taft Alum.  Taft Alumni is the 
only true representative.  Hang in there. 

Linda (Rogers) Lewandowski (1970) 
[Thank you, Linda.  We greatly appreciate your support!  Paulette English, 
Web Editor and TAAN Asst.] 
 

To TAA: 
 Sorry my check is late--must have been another 
senior moment.  I still enjoy reading about Taft.  Not many 
1948 grads around anymore.  I talked to my good friend 
Frank Heyer (Jun '48) yesterday.  I have known Frank since 
Hitch 1944.  Again, sorry I was late with my check.  I don't 
even buy green bananas anymore. 

Harry Brown (Jun ’48) 
 
Dear David [Barth, Director – Taft Alumni Chorus], 
 Be a blessing!  I'm over 2000 miles away but 
mentally a part of your chorus!!!  Do well! 

Marvin Wren (Jun ’60) 
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Dear Editors, 
 In the Summer 2016 Newsletter, In Loving Memory, 
you listed Barbara (Demma) Harrington, (Jun ‘67) as died 
date unknown. Sharon Travis Pappas (Jun ’65) and I grew up 
with Barbara on the same block of Palatine Ave. in Edison 
Park.  Barb lived right across the street from me. 
 When I read this, I immediately contacted Sharon, 
who sees Barb regularly in Florida. She called Barb, talked 
with her, and told me Barb “sounded very much alive”! 
Please correct this erroneous report of her demise. Thanks 
very much. 

Susan Foss Wulff (Jun ’64) 
 
To TAA: 
 Congrats on an extra special summer newsletter--
loved all the pictures and all the news from my 1960 class.  I 
remember a special moment cheering at Soldier Field for our 
great football team.  So sad that the Title IX wasn't law until 
the 1970s.  We girls had no teams, just GAA.  My granddaugh-
ters are running track, cross country and starring in soccer.  
While I was teaching, I coached tennis and track for Rosary 
High School in Aurora.  Dave and I are fortunate to have 7 
grandchildren living in walking distance from our house and 3 
more up river in Geneva.  (3 granddaughters in NC) 

Sandy (Swanson) Hipp (Jun ’50) 
 
To TAA: 
 Many thanks for the beautiful job you do with the 
newsletter!  I look forward to it!  Sincerely, 

Dolores (Sherman) Weeda (Jun ’46) 
 

To TAA: 
This is great - having these links !  Much fun going thru it. 

Mike Day (Jun ’60) 
[Michael, I see you've discovered TAA on Facebook.  We're glad you're 
enjoying it.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

 
Thanks Paulette [for the dues reminder]. 
 I didn't know Taft Alum remembered me. I'd be 
interested to know when the Florida Alum have their own 
reunions if they keep you up to date. Maybe you have a 
leader contact for me.  I know, I thought all of those were 
dead. No, still a few left.  

Gary Bauer (Jun ’60) 
[Gary, we'd never forget a supporter like you, and, in fact, we have active 
members going back to the first graduation class of June 1940.  If you'll look 
at the Reunions page of the newsletter, you'll find all the information you 
need about both annual Florida picnic reunions, as well as contact 
information.  We hope you'll attend one or both of them, and have a fabulous 
time.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor] 

 
Dear Jerry, 
  I received my Summer 2016 Alumni Newsletter in 
yesterday's mail.  When I began reading it, I couldn't put it 
down.  What a wonderful issue, so full of history. I now even 
have the music and words to the Taft Loyalty song again, and 
in multiple languages. The last story about the Lewis 

brothers' adventure brought back memories (Reid was my 
classmate).  Thank you so much! 
 Somehow, over the years, my information in the 
class notes has developed errors and omissions (e.g., I'm a 
grandmother, not yet a great-grandmother). Could you 
please correct my information in the Class Notes as follows? 
Marianne (Burgbacher) Celce-Murcia (Jan 1958), has 1 child, 3 
grandchildren, lives in Venice, CA.  U of IL BA English '62; 
UCLA MA Linguistics '64; UCLA PhD Linguistics '72, is a retired 
Professor of Applied Linguistics.    

 Thanks again for all you do,              Warmly,   
Marianne (Burgbacher) Celce-Murcia (Jan ‘58) 

[Marianne, Thanks so much for your kind remarks.  Notes like yours is what 
keeps us going!  I will forward your bio updates for our master TAA file.  
Normally we get updates when alums send in their renewals.  But, this way 
works, too!  Jerry Bloom-Stephenson, TAAN Editor] 
 

To TAA: 
We were at Holly ' s [Holly Mae Gundlach Mihalovich] (Jan 
’67) former church in Edgebrook for a reunion and her 
brother Chuck said Holly did not pass away as listed in the 
summer 2016 newsletter. Thanks.  

Bob Johnson (Jan ’65) 
 

Paulette, 
 Appreciate all everyone does to make TA news-
paper so great and to keep all of us connected.  Thank you. 

Joan (Schwarek) Orr (Jun ’49) 
[Thank you, Joan, for your kind words.  Jerry Bloom-Stephenson deserves the 
credit for putting together the newsletter, not unlike fitting together the 
pieces of a difficult jigsaw puzzle.  Paulette English, TAA Web Editor and 
TAAN Asst.] 

 

Hi all,  
 I never had [JJ Stamm] as I was an Uncle Walleye 
Freedman clarinet player for 4 years. But in later years, I 
learned more about his legacy through the TAA Newsletter.  

   Wayne Schimpff (Jan ’59) 
 
Hi Jerry, 
 You would be interested to know that I attended a 
50th reunion of the Taft class of 1966.  They were freshies at 
the branch for my first teaching assignment so they were a 
very special class to me.  I could not understand why they 
looked so old, I know that I have not aged much since 1962!! 
 I am wondering if Taft classes ever have a 60th 
reunion; the class of 1958 will be coming up 60 years soon.  I 
know it is a function of who will organize the get together and 
I might be willing to help out with this task.  Do you happen 
to know who organized the 50th reunion of my class? 

Tom Spenny (Jan ’58) 
[Hi Tom,  Reunions keep happening, but only when someone steps up to 
organize.  It appears your 50th was handled by an outside group.  The only 
other reference to class of "58 that I saw was when Denny Pickett organized a 
baseball team reunion in 2003.  I saw nothing from your class for a 40th in 
1998.  I hope someone will ignite the spark to get your reunion activated for 
action!  Jerry Bloom-Stephenson, TAAN Editor]   
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Paulette,  
 Thanks so much [for the newsletter]. You gals do a 
fabulous job!!! We appreciate & enjoy it so much. 

Lynn Hibarger Saracco (Jun ’62) 
[Thanks, Lynn.  Jerry is the real powerhouse behind the newsletter.  Paulette 
English, TAA Web Editor and TAAN Asst.] 

 
To TAA: 
 Thank you guys for everything you do for Taft! 

Glenda (Hodgson) Vitek (1969) 
[Glenda, thank you for your acknowledgement.  We're happy to do it!  
Paulette English, TAA Web Editor and TAAN Asst.] 
 

Paulette, 
 I was surprised to see my deceased date of 
unknown.  I suspect that all 5 of the deceased notices from 
the 1967 class are faulty.  Some quality control of information 
may be needed. 
 My up to date information is:  Retired in 2013 from 
the Dept. of Veterans affairs after 27 years as a computer 
systems analyst. Graduated from North Park in 1971. 
Married for almost 20 years and living on a golf course in 
Murrells Inlet SC.  

Tom Marquardt (1967) 
[Tom, we are equally surprised--and delighted--to hear from you.  Like Mark 
Twain, rumors of your demise were greatly exaggerated.  Most of our 
obituaries are received from reliable sources.  However, on occasion, 
someone submits unintentionally erroneous information.  Not all obituaries 
are available online, so confirmation can be difficult.  Thank you for your 
updated information, and we hope to see you at the 50 year reunion next 
year.  Paulette English, 
TAA Web Editor] 

 
 

In The News 
     
Robert Johnson 

(Jan ’65) has been an   
empassioned structural 
engineer for over 40 
years.  He was recently 
highlighted in an 

informative article about 
him, published on the 

www.buildworlds.com web site, the on line arm of 
Structural Engineers Association of Illinois (SEA).  To see 
the entire article, entitled “Invisible Engineer?  Not if 
Bob Can Help It” connect with this link: 
http://www.builtworlds.com/news/2016/8/24/structur
al-engineer-bob-johnson-giving-voice-to-a-silent-
profession 

Another interesting fact connected to Bob is 
that in 2011 he was honored by the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Chicago for his years of 
dedication in working with and educating Chicago-area 
children into the world of structural engineering. 

 

   

 
 
Ted Dobrowolski standing by Korean War Memorial 
  

Ted Dobrowolski (Jan ’46) is part of the group 
of our fading soldiers from “The Greatest Generation”.  
He recently sent us photos from when he was honored 
for a day through the Chicago Honor Flights.  In 2012, 
he flew to Washington, D.C. and toured the various 
famed memorials there.  He also saw the “Enola Gay”, 
the B-29 super-bomber that dropped the first atom 
bomb on Japan at the Smithsonian Air and Space 
Museum.  Ted served during WWII in the U.S. Naval Air 
Forces.  He later was president of Goodwill 
Manufacturing Co. 
 Ted wants to remind all Korean War veterans 
that the Chicago Honor Flights organization is now 
accepting applications for the same free trip to 
Washington, D.C.  He says, “It’s an all-day adventure.  
You’ll have your own personal escort for the day; also, 
wheelchairs are provided for those who need one.” 

The process is easy.  The honored groups fly out 
of Midway Airport and return the same evening.  If 
you’re interested in learning more or want an 
application, go online to www.honorflightchicago.org or 
call 773-227-VETS (8387).   

 
 

Lost Classmates 
             

 Are you looking for old classmates with whom 
you’ve lost touch? We will help you in your search by 
publishing the name(s) in this newsletter. If that party 
responds to us and agrees to share the information, 
we’ll forward that person’s name and address to you.  

Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni 
Association, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 or email us at 
eagleemail@taftalumni.org. The suggested donation for 
this service is $5 per name. 

 

 

 

http://www.buildworlds.com/
http://www.builtworlds.com/news/2016/8/24/structural-engineer-bob-johnson-giving-voice-to-a-silent-profession
http://www.builtworlds.com/news/2016/8/24/structural-engineer-bob-johnson-giving-voice-to-a-silent-profession
http://www.builtworlds.com/news/2016/8/24/structural-engineer-bob-johnson-giving-voice-to-a-silent-profession
http://www.honorflightchicago.org/
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Soldier Field Revisited 
  

Sometimes reliving memories can be painful.  In 

December 1960, a strong Taft Eagle football team, coached 

by the legendary Joe Kupcinet, lined up against the Mount 

Carmel Caravans.  It was not a pretty picture, despite that 

year having several Taft players as all-state star athletes.   

They were the 1960 Chicago Public League Champs, but it 

was a decisive loss at 27-8.  This year, at a special “Kick-

Off Classic” game, it was unfortunately a repeat loss, with 

the final score 49-7.  

 

 Thanks to Taft Principal Mark Grishaber for 

allowing the current Taft football team to attend for the 

experience to play at the hallowed Soldier Field.

 
 

It will be a memory for them they won’t forget.  Although the 

powerful Mount Carmel team showed they came in with 

more practice time going into the game, the WarEagles (as 

they now like to be called) never gave up and finished the 

game with a strong drive that led to a touchdown in the final 

seconds of the game. 

 
Art Kay, Jerry (Beesley) Bloom-Stephenson and 

Dave Bernahl tailgating at Soldier Field 
 Prior to this Taft Mount Carmel game (the second 

of three matches played by various Chicagoland schools on 

August 28, 2016), Taft students, many friends and alums 

gathered for a tailgate party in the south parking lot of 

Soldier Field.  We enjoyed good company, fine hot dogs 

and hamburgers and a great rally performance by the Taft 

HS marching band.   
 

 
Eagle Man 

  

 
Alums from class of '59 in the stands 
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 Art Kay and Dave Bernahl (both Jan ’61) were 
part of the Taft football team in 1960 that came to share in 
this special day.  They walked to the center of the field 
before kickoff to face some of the 1960 Mount Carmel team 
members and be honored for being part of these two teams 
who played their hearts out. 

 Special thanks to Ryan Glowacz (2006), Taft’s 
Athletic Director and TAA Faculty Representative for 
coordinating this day for all of us.  Also thanks to Mark 
Grishaber and Art Kay’s wife, Gerie for the action photos. 
 

 

 

Class Notes 

TAA Class Notes includes names 

of both new TAA members and 

renewals, when received prior 

to going to press.  If you want to 

include other special details, please include that 

information on your membership form as shown on 

the inside of the last page of this newsletter.  

1940s 
Adam Klafta (Jun 1941), has 4 grandchildren, 4 great grand-

children, lives in San Diego, CA, 3 years US Army Ordi-
nance Co. Supply S/Sgt France-Germany, is retired from 
pharmaceutical sales and district management at Pfizer 
Inc., his favorite world travel has been by river ship 
cruising the Nile, Yangse, Li, Mekong, Ha Long Bay, 
Volga, Rhone, Rhine, Moselle, Seine, Danube and more. 

Gloria (Klisch) Reutell (Jan 1943), has 6 children, 12 grand-
children, lives in Bloomingdale, IL, is retired from market 
research, loves to travel. 

Laurel (Perkins) Hoke (Feb 1946), has 2 grandchildren, lives in 
Prospect Hts, IL, earned her MS, is a retired teacher and 
happy ex-traveler. 

Connie (Collar) Myhre (Jun 1946), has 3 children, 3 stepchild-
ren, 2 grandchildren, 6 step grandchildren, lives in 
Bellingham, WA, Wright Jr Col AA, other additional 
courses, is retired employment/unemployment service 
specialist, is twice widowed, still traveling and dancing, 
and would like to hear from her classmates. 

Dick (Schoessling) Scott (Jun 1946), has 2 children, 5 grand-
children, lives in Centennial, CO, Drake U BA Mktg/Econ 
'50; Harvard Bus Schl of Adv. Mgmt '59; USMCR 1st Lt 
'48-52, is a retired Marketing VP at Johnson & Johnson. 

Dolores (Sherman) Weeda (Jun 1946), has 2 children, 2 
grandchildren, lives in Wyoming, MN, Northwestern U 
BS '50; Northeastern IL MA '77, is retired after 40 years 
of teaching, wherever she lives, she considers herself a 
Chicagoan. 

Robert Munsell (Jun 1947), has 4 children, 10 grandchildren, 
18 great grandchildren, lives in Clearwater, FL, U of IL BA 
'51, LLB '54, is a retired attorney. 

Doris (Johnson) Wolter (Jun 1947), has 2 children, 5 grand-
children, 4 great grandchildren, lives in Lincoln, NE, is a 
retired homemaker, just celebrated 65 years of 
marriage. 

Jacqueline (Seurin) Bouscary (Jan 1948), has 2 children, 1 
grandchild, lives in Santa Ana, CA, is retired. 

Dick Akin (Jun 1948), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in 
Diamond Springs, CA, Santa Ana Col AA '63, is the 
retired owner of Telecom Data Consultants. 

Harry Brown (Jun 1948), lives in Mt Prospect, IL, is retired. 
Marillyn (Kane) Machon (Jun 1948), married Robert Machon 

(Jun 1948), has 4 children, 10 grandchildren, 6 great 
grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, MI St U AS '50, is 
homemaker. 

Robert Machon (Jun 1948), married Marilyn Kane (Jun 1948), 
has 4 children, 10 grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, 
lives in Park Ridge, IL, MI St U BA '52, Northwestern BA 
'68, is retired insurance agency owner. 

Sheldon Mehr (Jan 1949), lives in Los Angeles, CA, Northwes-
tern U; UCLA BA Music, Educ, Cal State U MA '59, is a 

Honorary Captains and 1960 grads 
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retired teacher, composer, author, conductor, adjudica-
tor, clinician and lecturer, is a member of the American 
Society of Composer and Publishers and a life member 
of the Musicians Union, Local 47 and Phi Mu Alpha. 

Trudie (Helmer) Brykowski (Jun 1949), married Roman 
Brykowski (deceased) (Jun 1946), has 2 children, 4 
grandchildren, lives in Lake Zurich, IL, is retired. 

Joanne (Beil) Conners (Jun 1949), has 2 children, 3 grand-
children, lives in Glen Ellyn, IL, BA, is homemaker. 

Joan (Schwarek) Orr (Jun 1949), has 4 children, 5 grandchil-
dren, lives in Palm Desert, CA, is a retired commercial 
and industrial realtor. 

1950s 
Josephine (Gorr) Crossley (Jun 1950), has 2 children, 2 grand-

children, 1 great grandchild, lives in Cary, IL, is a retired 
pre-school teacher, and winters in Ft. Myers, Florida. 

Fred Pottinger (Jun 1950), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, 
lives in Glenview, IL, is a retired high school teacher. 

Ray Black (Jan 1951), lives in Guttenberg, IA, is retired. 
Robert Ebenhahn (Jun 1951), has 3 children, 5 grandchildren, 

lives in Saratoga, CA, Iowa BSC; UA Air Force Capt. 3 
years, is a retired airline pilot. 

Marilyn (Dahlke) Compton (Jun 1952), has 2 children, 6 
grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, lives in Oswego, IL, 
is retired, has been married for 64 years. 

Marion (Johnson) Chabot (Jun 1953), has 2 children, 4 
grandchildren, lives in Berkeley, CA, BS, MD, is a retired 
pediatrician. 

Richard Karolczak (Jun 1953), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, 
lives in Harvard, IL, is a retired electrician, has been 
happily married for 57 years. 

Bette (Oliver) Kash (Jan 1954), has 3 children, 12 grandchil-
dren, 4 great grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, is 
retired. 

Marjorie (Nugent) Claeson (Jun 1954), has 2 children, 7 
grandchildren, lives in Palatine, IL, is retired. 

Robert Phillips (Jun 1954), has 4 children, 10 grandchildren, 
lives in Arlington Hts, IL, is retired. 

Carol (Baumgartner) Ruehl (Jun 1954), has 3 children, 5 
grandchildren, lives in Metamora, MI, is retired. 

Erik Wernes (Jun 1954), lives in Bay Point, CA, is retired. 
Karen (Kelley) Noble (Jan 1955), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, 

lives in Cranberry Twp, PA, M.Ed., is a retired teacher. 
Dianne (Kesser) Patterson (Jun 1955), lives in Elmhurst, IL, U 

IL BSA '59, MA '60, is a retired teacher. 
Jon Zimmer (Jun 1955), married Carole Kleihauer (Jun 1958), 

has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Elmhurst, IL, BS 
Chem; Army Intelligence 2 years, is a retired chemist. 

Doris (Miller) Johnson (Jan 1956), has 4 children, 9 grand-
children, 2 great grandchildren, lives in Savanna, IL, Elgin 
Col, is a retired LPN and licensed dental assistant, 
married Ronald Johnson from Lane Tech. 

Don Ostrom (Jun 1956), has 3 children, lives in Minneapolis, 
MN, St. Olaf Col BA '60, Washington U MA '70, '72, is a 
retired college professor and  state legislator. 

Joan (Osmolak) Murray (Jun 1957), has 3 children, 7 grand-
children, lives in Romeoville, IL, is retired. 

Rosalie (Scimeca) Feilen (Jan 1958), has 2 children, 4 grand-
children, lives in Sarasota, FL, is retired. 

Carole (Kleinhauer) Zimmer (Jun 1958), married Jon Zimmer 
(Jun 1955), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in 
Elmhurst, IL, MS Educ, is a retired teacher, and has been 
married for 55 years. 

Karen (Berg) Sandberg (Jan 1959), has 2 children, 3 grand-
children, lives in Beaverton, OR, is retired, has been 
married to Jim Sandberg for 54 years. 

Bruce Lohr (Jun 1959), lives in Naperville, IL. 

1960s 
John Berg (Jan 1960), has 2 children, lives in Deerfield, IL, IIT 

BSME '65; Thunderbird Sch of Global Mgmt BFT '68, is 
retired. 

Bonnie (Depowski) Eckardt (Jan 1960), has 5 children, 9 
grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Sun City 
West, AZ, is a retired manager of a gift store and show 
store, and married her high school sweetheart, Eddie 
Eckardt, Lane Tech '59. 

Mary (Elliott) Aschbrenner (Jun 1960), has 3 children, 4 
grandchildren, lives in Bloomington, IL, is retired from 
the jewelry dept at Walmart. 

Stuart Dunn (Jun 1960), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, lives in 
Deerfield, IL, U OF I BS '65, DDS '67; US Airforce '67-'69, 
is a semi-retired dentist. 

Raymond Fairbank (Jun 1960), has 3 children, 1 grandchild, 
lives in Des Moines, WA, MS Communications; 11 years 
Naval aviator, Vietnam, carrier pilot; 11 years Air Force 
Medical Svcs. Off. Desert Storm, VFW Commander and 
Washington State Chaplain, is a retired insurance 
broker, met his wife Linda, an Air Force Flight Nurse, in 
Germany during Desert Storm. 

Sandy (Swanson) Hipp (Jun 1960), has 5 children, 13 grand-
children, lives in Aurora, IL, U IL BS; Northern IL MS, is a 
retired biology teacher. 

Wayne Schnell (Jun 1960), has 2 children, 7 grandchildren, 
lives in Norridge, IL. 

John Turk (Jun 1960), has 1 child, lives in Prospect Hts, IL, is a 
retired engineer. 

Mary (Langenegger) Bernahl (Jun 1961), lives in Chicago, IL. 
Bernadette (Bernard) Lentz (Jun 1961), has 5 children, 9 

grandchildren, lives in Troy, MI, Purdue U BA Edu '66, is 
a retired teacher. 

Fred Meyer (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 7 grandchildren, lives 
in Elk Grove, IL, SIU BA '66, is a retired commercial 
banker. 

Sandra (Trefny) Michaels (Jun 1962), has 4 children, 4 grand-
children, lives in Spring Hill, FL, 2 years college, is a 
retired bookkeeper and tax preparer, still works 
seasonally for H&R Block in Florida. 

Brian Olson (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives 
in Bristol, WI, is a retired purchasing agent, and winters 
in Florida, summers in Wisconsin. 
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Edward Parquette (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 4 grandchil-
dren, lives in Palatine, IL, is a retired mechanic for 
Marriott Corp. 

Robert Zerwer (Jun 1962), has 1 child, lives in Elmwood Park, 
IL, NIU '71, is a retired buyer for Truserv Corp. 

Gloria (Popp) Meier (Jan 1963), lives in Madison, MS, is 
retired. 

Dlorah (Rud) Hayden (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 4 grandchil-
dren, lives in Siesta Key, FL, is a retired office manager 
and bookkeeper, loves retirement in Florida and her 
volunteer work. 

Gary Piehl (Jun 1963), has 1 child, lives in Red Wing, MN, U of 
IL BA '71; Military service 2 years '65-'67, is retired, is 
going to Disney World with the family this fall--"Oh, 
what fun we will have!". 

Karen (Huber) Rudnik (Jan 1964), lives in Carol Stream, IL, 
Mayfair Jr Col RN '76; DePaul BSN '83; Nat'l Col Cert Sch 
Nurse '90, is a retired school nurse. 

Juanita (Williams) Earnheart (Jun 1964), has 2 children, 5 
grandchildren, lives in Conroe, TX, Northeastern IL BA 
1968, is a retired postal clerk. 

Nancy (Cairo) Leonetti (Jun 1964), has 1 child, 4 grandchil-
dren, lives in North Palm Beach, FL, is a semi-retired 
corporate secretary and on the board of directors for 
Alpine Power Systems dealing in alternative backup 
power and batteries in 18 states and 7 countries. 

Lee Marsh (Jan 1965), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in 
Palatine, IL, Purdue U BS '69, Northwestern U MBA 
1972, is a tax specialist, says "Jan '65 is best alive!". 

Robert Christensen (Jun 1965), married Arlane Gulbrandsen 
(Jun 1965), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in 
Marengo, IL, BS Bus Admin, is in life insurance and 
corporate benefits. 

Arlane (Gulbrandsen) Christensen (Jun 1965), married Bob 
Christensen (Jun 1965), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 
lives in Marengo, IL, is a retired registered nurse. 

Mary (Strandin) Goodlow (Jun 1965), has 4 children, 2 grand-
children, lives in Williams Bay, WI, U of IL Champaign, is 
a retired banker. 

Penny (Coughlin) Fluger (Jun 1967), has 3 children, 5 grand-
children, lives in Little Rock, AR, BS MS Educ, is a retired 
preschool director. 

Janice (Fusick) Glure (Jun 1967), has 1 child, 1 grandchild, 
lives in Chicago, IL, is retired. 

Marcia (Walsh) Hedborn (Jun 1967), has 2 children, 4 grand-
children, lives in Naperville, IL, BS Mktg '71, is retired. 

Ida (Webb) Carlson (1967), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, 
lives in Bonita Springs, FL, is a retired journeyman 
metering electrician, has been happily married to her 
high school sweetheart for over 50 years and has retired 
to Southwest Florida. 

Susan (Zelichowski) Skinner (1968), has 3 children, 1 grand-
child, lives in Arlington Hts, IL, is retired from the 
medical field, has been married 45 years. 

Christine (Wirth) Maxwell (1969), has 2 children, 1 grand-
child, lives in Wheaton, IL, IL State U BS Edu, Concordia 
U Chicago MA Reading, is a retired reading specialist. 

1970s 
Pete Angelakos (1970), lives in Mt Prospect, IL, Wright Col, is 

retired, loves to travel, golf and is a White Sox fan. 
Linda (Rogers) Lewandowski (1970), has 2 children, 4 grand-

children, lives in Winfield, IL, Elmhurst Col BA, is a 
retired educator. 

Nancy (Dobbertin) Blanco (1971), lives in Mesquite, NV, is 
retired. 

Kenneth Gaughan (1971), has 1 child, lives in Brandon, FL, 
Northeastern IL BA '74, Loyola MSW '77, Nova South-
eastern EdD '04, is a retired social worker after 40 years 
in the public schools, has lived in Florida for 35 years. 

Diane (Rutledge) Sundberg (1971), has 2 children, lives in 
Crystal Lake, IL, Milton Col BA '75, is a paraprofessional 
in special education. 

Chris (Sover) Willard (1971), has 2 children, lives in Caramel, 
IN, BS RT, is a patient navigator in radiation therapy. 

Linda Connors (1972), has 1 child, 1 grandchild, lives in 
Henderson, NV, is a bartender/server. 

James Davis (1972), lives in Crete, IL, Chicago Col of Osteo-
pathic Medicine '86, is an orthopedic surgeon. 

Christine Burns (1973), lives in Des Plaines, IL, U OF IL BA '77, 
is a consultant. 

Karen (Jones) Cogan (1974), has 3 children, lives in Fairfax, 
VA, IL State U BS Ed, is a logistic and inventory 
coordinator at Fairfax County Public Schools. 

Karolina (Haderspeck) Grib (1975), has 3 children, lives in 
Park Ridge, IL, BS, MS Comp Engr, is an engineering 
project manager. 

Pamela (Navrodtzke) Schmalzer (1978), has 2 children, lives 
in Mt Prospect, IL, is in banking at Citibank in Arlington 
Hts. 

1980s 
Steve Ek (1983), married Carrie Shafer (1984), has 3 children, 

lives in Park Ridge, IL, is an auto repair shop owner and 
mechanic. 

Carrie (Shafer) Ek (1984), married Steve Ek (1983), has 3 
children, lives in Park Ridge, IL, MBA, MS, is a registered 
dietitian. 

2000s 

Adrianna Jelesnianska (2008), lives in Chicago, IL, UIUC BA 
Math; Northwestern MS Analytics, is a data scientist. 

 
 

 

TAA Website Facelift 
 

 The TAA website (www.taftalumni.org) was first 
launched over 15 years ago.  We thought it was time to give 
the pages a new look, so we invite you to skim through them.  
Should you discover a bug or a typo, or you'd like to offer a 
suggestion, please send a message to 
eagleemail@taftalumni.org.  Happy surfing! 
 

http://www.taftalumni.org/
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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This page on our web site now 
includes, when known, civil or 
military service and which 
conflict, if any, the person was 
associated with.  Feel free to 

contact us with any updates or corrections.  We always 
appreciate your help to keep our files up to date. 

 

 
**CORRECTION**  In our last issue, we listed the names of 

Holly Mae (Gundlach) Mihalovich (Jan ’67), Barbara 
Deema) Harrington (Jun ’67) and Thomas Edward  
Marquardt (Jun ’67) as deceased, from info received by 
the Class of 1967 Reunion Committee.  However, this info 
is definitely premature.  All three are alive and well.  We 
regret any upset caused by our incorrect postings. 

 
June A. Weinstein, Taft supporter, died September 2016.  A 

community leader and volunteer throughout her life, June 
was recognized by the Chicago Board of Education in 1977 
and by the Taft High School Foundation in 2015, for her 
role in obtaining approval of the Taft HS addition in 1975.  
She is the mother of Dr. Stuart Weinstein (Jun ’64), James 
Weinstein (1968) and Susan (Weinstein) Pasimeni (1971). 

James “JJ” Stamm, Choral Director and Music Teacher at Taft 
during 50s, 60s and 70s, died in Sarasota FL August 30, 
2016.   

  Warren Carlton Crippen, class of June 1940, died January 
18, 2008.  He served in the US Army and fought at Guada-
canal during World War II. 

Arthur Fred Seybert, class of January 1942), died October 14, 
2015.  He served in the US Navy after graduation during 
WWII.  He is the father of Brian Seybert, Clifford Seybert, 
Patricia (Seybert) Horvath (Jun ‘67) and the late Arthur R. 
Seybert (1969). 

Mary Jane (Caboor) Cinelli, class of June 1942, died Septem-
ber 8, 2016 of heart failure.  She is the sister of Leona 
(Caboor) Lamczyk (Jun ’43).  Also, sister of non-Taft grads 
of Charlotte, Albert, Catherine and Raymond Caboor. 

Ruth (Hartmann) Lalish, class of January 1943, died August 
30, 2016. 

Edna (Sr.) Agnes Zaroski, class of June 1948, died September 
15, 2016.  She is the brother of Roland Zaroski (Jun ’54). 

Donald Reinert Thomson, class of June 1948, died August 31, 
2016 of cancer. 

Joan Ella (Pedersen) Giannatta, class of January 1950, died 
January 29, 2013. 

William Charles McCarthy, class of June 1952, passed away 
March 19, 2016 at his home in Mesa, AZ.  He worked as a 
postal inspector and retired from the US Post Office.  

Thomas Fisher Fizzell, class of January 1954 passed away on 
August 5, 2016 after a long battle with PSP.   Tom was a 
dedicated and valuable member of the theatre pipe organ 
community.  He is the brother of James Fizzell (Jan ’53), 
Madge (Fizzell) Pierce (Jan ’63), David Fizzell (Jun ’66) and 
the late Robert Fizzell (Jun ’57). 

Roland Zaroski, class of June 1954, date of death unknown.  
He is the brother of Sr. Agnes Zaroski (Jun ’48). 

Earlene "Joyce" (Schmidt) McIntosh, class of June 1955, died 
August 22, 2016.  Joyce worked as a Postal Clerk for the 
West Lafayette Post Office for 20 years.   She is the sister 
of Gloria (Schmidt) Kapfhamer, Helen (Schmidt) Lempke 
(Jan ’50) and Carol (Schmidt) Murray (Feb ’52). 

 Mariann “Sandy” (Schlageter) Strasheim, class of June 1960, 
died August 29, 2016. She is the sister of Jacquelyn 
(Schlageter) Westendorf (Jun ’61). 

Beverly (Dencer) Christensen, class of June 1961, passed 
away August 16, 2016 at her home in Austin, TX.  She is 
the sister of Richard Dencer (Jun ’56). 

Howard Allan Fehl, class of June, 1962, died January 26, 2012 
of cancer.   

Ralph “Chuck” Lytton Keller, class of June 1965, died 
suddenly September 18, 2016.  He served in the US Army 
as a battalion personnel sergeant and also became a 
licensed pilot and a PADI scuba instructor.  He is the 
brother to the late Virginia Keller (Jun ’65) and the late 
Ford Keller.  

Karen June (Anderson) Manzella, class of 1968, died Septem-
ber 1, 2016.  She is the mother of Nicolas Manzella (1997). 

Mary Ann (Kuffel) Pfenning, class of 1969, died August 14, 
2016.  She is the sister of James Kuffel (Jun ’61) and Steve 
Kuffel (1973). 

Arthur Richart Seybert, class of 1969, died September 9, 
2016.  He served in the US Navy after graduation during 
the Vietnam War era.  He is the brother of Brian Seybert, 
Clifford Seybert and Patricia (Seybert) Horvath (Jun ‘67) 
and also the son of Arthur F. Seybert (Jan ‘42). 

 
 

James “JJ” Stamm Legacy 
  Long-time Taft choral 
director and music teacher James 
J. (J.J.) Stamm died August 30, 
2016 in Florida just shy of his 92nd 
birthday. His dedication in teach-
ing included many years of direct-
ing high-quality Broadway produc-
tions at both Taft and St. Viator’s 
HS in Arlington Hts.  His outreach 
stretched far beyond Taft’s bord-
ers.  He was an accomplished 

musician, composer, director and arranger. His legacy 
continues through the many people who worked with and 
respected him through the years. 

 
Mary Richardson,  

Dedicated Staffer 
at Taft 

 Last issue we recognized 
and recorded the death of Mary 
Richardson in December 2015.  We 
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knew she was connected to Taft, but did not have her in our 
master database.  A request was made to ask for more 
information on her. 

 In August, we received a wonderful letter from her 
daughter, Bernadette Birdsong.  In part, she stated her 
mother, “worked at Taft HS for 27 years as an attendance 
clerk. She also assisted in teaching students in reading as a 
sub whenever other teachers called in sick.” 

 Mary retired from Taft in 1999.  Prior to Taft, she 
was an attendance clerk and teacher assistant at Lane Tech 
for 8 years.  Our TAA records are now updated.   

 

 
Taft Grads’ Western Connection 

 
 

On September 2, 2016 Lee Nega (1969) and 
Judy Jacobsen (1970) boarded the California Zephyr and 
left Union Station  on a Vacations by Rail trip out West, 
in part as a celebration of their 34th wedding anniver-
sary (September 3, 2016).    

En route to Salt Lake City, Lee began a 
conversation with one of our fellow travelers from the 
Ela Township 55 Plus group.  By the time Judy joined 
him in the observation car, they had discovered Lee was 
speaking with Barbara (Stoesser) Mengarelli (1971). 

Together the group stayed/stopped/visited, 
SLC, Bear Lake, UT, the Oregon/California Trail Center in 
Montpelier, ID, Jackson Hole, WY and Grand Teton, 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks. 

 On September 11, 2016 we all boarded the 
Empire Builder for a return trip home, arriving 
September 12, 2016 in Glenview, IL.  

 Lee, Judy and Barb are pictured with the Indian 
Chief in the lobby of the Glacier Park Lodge, East 
Glacier, MT.      

WHT Hall of Fame Celebration  
Reactions for TAA  

  

 
Hi Anne, 
 The 1986 Softball Team was inducted into the 
Taft Hall of Fame on Sunday, September, 18th, 2016. 
We were the 1st Softball Team to win the City 
Championship at Taft. 
We were coached by Frank Hood. Our record was 17-1. 
The starting lineup had 2 seniors, 1 junior, 4 
sophomores and 2 freshman. 
 We beat Bogan High School at Thillens Stadium 
on May 31, 1986, 11-9 to win Taft's first Softball City 
Championship. 
 

 
 

 
 

Taft’s 1986 Girls Softball Champs Honored 
 

 We had a wonderful time at the induction remi-
niscing, laughing, chatting, taking photos and recon-
necting. It was truly an honor to become a part of Taft's 
Hall of Fame. We owe it all to Coach Hood who worked 
us drilling, fielding, hitting, and running bases. He knew 
we were capable. Thank you Coach Hood, we 
appreciate all you did for us!  Thank you also Taft 
Foundation. 

Denine Hermesdorf-Anderson (1988) 
Taft Foundation Board Member,  

1986 Softball Team Member 
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Dear Anne,  
 I just wanted to tell you about the Hall Of Fame 
Dinner on 9/18 at the Cafe La Cave.   
 As well as 30 Alumni being inducted & 22 
teachers, there was 7 past teams as well.  Over 350 
people attended. 
 I was fortunate to be on the 1968 City Baseball 
Championship Team and had the pleasure of 
celebrating with our Coach Ed Mitchell and 12 of my 
teammates. 
 It was truly an amazing experience and was 
hoping this could mention in the upcoming Newsletter.  
Thanks for your consideration. 
         Rich Bolinder (1970), 
                 Taft Foundation Board Member 
 
 
To TAA: 
 I am a proud Taft alumni from the class of 1973. 
I am also a very proud board member of the Taft High 
School Foundation.  
 We recently sponsored the Taft Hall of Fame 
Dinner on September 18th, 2016. This event was held at 
Cafe La Cave in Des Plaines, IL. 
 This event will go down as one of the proudest 
moments in Taft History. We had 335 alumni, teachers 
and guests at this gala celebration.  At this party, we 
handed out a total of 141 plaques. This included 48 
plaques to a combined alumni, teachers and two special 
honorees.  We also handed the additional plaques to 
seven sports teams for their recognition as Chicago 
Public League Championship Teams. These teams were 
the 1957 and 1958 baseball teams, 1960 football team, 
1968 baseball team, 1972 foot-ball team, 1986 and 
2006 girls softball teams. I WOULD HAVE TO SAY THAT A 
CROWD PLEASING TIME WAS HAD BY ALL ! 
 We were able to reconnect with friends from 
the past and also interact with new friends. The 
purpose is of our foundation is to recognize the 
achievements of both alumni and teachers. Our goal is 
to also raise funds for any of the Taft High School needs. 
Our foundation has made many improvements to the 
school. Through generous donations we have been able 
to do a complete makeover on the boys locker room. 
We also have had the gym floor refinished. These are 
just a couple of the improvements that our foundation 
has helped make happen. I am asking everyone to 
please go to our site http://www.tafthsfoundation.org 
 We need you to register and get involved to 
nominate and vote for next year's hall of fame alumni, 
teachers, and sports teams. We also are always looking 

for any donations to help continue the good work this 
foundation does for Taft High School.  

Frank R. Klimala (1973), 
Taft Foundation Board Member 

 
 
To Anne, John and Paulette (cc to Mark Grishaber), 
 I am submitting the following letter for your 
upcoming newsletter regarding the 2016 William 
Howard Taft Hall of Fame Celebration event that was 
held on Sunday, September 18th at Cafe La Cave in Des 
Plaines.  The date of this email is September 27, 2016. 
 William Howard Taft High School and the Taft 
High School Foundation hosted the 2016 William 
Howard Taft Hall of Fame Induction celebration on 
Sunday, September 18th at Cafe La Cave Banquets in 
Des Plaines, IL. More than 335 Taft alumni, retired Taft 
teachers, family and friends attended the gala 
celebration where 24 graduate alumni, 22 retired Taft 
teachers and 2 special Taft people were honored on 
that day.  Seven Taft High School Championship teams 
including the Baseball Teams from 1957, 1958 and 1968 
were honored along with the Girls Softball Teams from 
1986 and 2006 and the Football Teams from 1960 and 
1972.  A complete list of inductees is listed on 
the www.TaftHSFoundation.org  website.  After two 
years the William Howard Taft Hall of Fame has 79 Taft 
alumni inductee members including 30 retired Taft 
Teachers, 44 Taft graduate alumni, 3 former Taft 
Principals and 2 former PTA Presidents.  Each of these 
members received dozens of nomination votes in 
elections held on the www.VoteTaft.org website, which 
is the official voting place for the William Howard Taft 
Hall of Fame.  
 Hundreds of photos from the 2016 William 
Howard Taft Hall of Fame Celebration are available on 
the www.TaftHSFoundation.org website.  Please visit 
the site to see the joy and excitement of the event. 
 Nominations are now being submitted for the 
2017 William Howard Taft Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony on the website www.VoteTaft.org  All 
graduate alumni, retired teacher alumni, current Taft 
High School administration and teachers are invited to 
Register on the site and vote to nominate up to 5 Taft 
graduate alumni, 3 retired Taft teacher alumni and 1 
Taft team.  

Richard Winge (1970) 
President, Taft High School Foundation 

 
 

 

  

http://www.tafthsfoundation.org/
http://www.tafthsfoundation.org/
http://www.votetaft.org/
http://www.tafthsfoundation.org/
http://www.votetaft.org/


 
 

 

Taft Alumni Newsletter Autumn 2016   www.taftalumni.org    Page 12 

Taft Alumni Association Merchandise

Qty Item Specifics Price Each Total Price 

  
 Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom  
 printed with white TAA logo  

Medium Only $25.00 
  $  

  
 Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”  
 with full-color eagle 

One Size Fits 
All 

$15.00 
  $  

  
 Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray  
 “You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride” 

---- $  3.00 
  $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo Medium $10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
Large 

$10.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
X-Large 

$10.00   $  

   T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo 
XX-Large $12.00   $  

  T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo XXX-Large $12.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece – embroidered Taft Alumni Logo  Medium $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo X-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo XX-Large $40.00   $  

 Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo XXX-Large $40.00   $  

   Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year) Year:  $30.00   $  

   Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $6.00    $ 

Total Remitted       $  

  

 Name (please print):  Grad Month/Year: 

 Address: 

 City/State/ZIP:  Phone:  (          ) 

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:   

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631 

Please use a separate order form for separate addresses. 

 
Yearbook Inventory 

 A complete audit of our yearbook inventory is currently underway.  The updated 
list will be available, hopefully by the next issue of our newsletter.  We are unable to fill 

any requests for yearbook purchase until this audit is completed.  Thank you for your 

patience.   
 

Time to Renew?!! 
 

 Thanks to all who read our plea about keeping current with your membership.  

If you receive the newsletter electronically, you’ll find an emailed reminder in your inbox 
when you are about to or have lapsed.  If you receive the newsletter by post, check your address label for your year of graduation 

above the eagle logo on the back page.   Is it correct?  Also, check the expiration date of your current membership with the Taft 

Alumni Association located just below the graduation date.  
 If your expiration date is close, we urge you to sit down NOW, complete the membership form on the next page and write 

out a check for $15 or just $20 for husband/wife graduates at the same address.  You'll receive TWO full years of newsletters filled 
with opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and alumni programs.  Be sure to use the application on the 

following page to share with us the latest updates in your life.   
 Thanks to all who have opted to receive their newsletter electronically.  It has made a difference in our printing, mailing and 
handling newsletter costs.  Bottom line, it gives us more opportunity to use our funds for other important TAA projects for Taft. 
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Taft Alumni Association 
Membership Application 

Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the Class Notes.    

Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership.   We will not publish your address or phone number. 

About You 

*First Name ( PLEASE PRINT) 
 

* Last Name at Graduation 
 

* Current Last Name 
 

*Home Street Address 
 

*City 
 

*State 
 

*ZIP 
 

Primary Phone 
 

Email Address 
 

List in Email Directory 
  Yes    No 

*Month/Year You Graduated 
 

Number of Children 
_____ Children, _____ Grandchildren, _____ Great Grandchildren, _____ Great Greats? 

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years 
 

Occupation 
 

Retired? 
  Yes    No 

Elementary School 
 

Other news you’d like to share? 
 

  Do not publish my 
information in the Class Notes 

About Your Taft Graduate Spouse 

*First Name 
 

* Last Name at Graduation 
 

* Current Last Name 
 

*Month/Year Spouse Graduated 
 

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years 
 

Occupation 
 

Retired 
  Yes    No 

Elementary School 
 

Other news you’d like to share? 
 

Enclosed is a 
check or money 
order for: 

  $15.00 2-year single membership  
  $20.00 2-year alumni couples membership 

  Donation in the amount of $ ______ 

  Send newsletter online 
  Send newsletter by mail  
  Send both by mail and online  

Please mail application and funds to: 
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL  60631 

Autumn 2016 

 

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors 
 

 

Taft Alumni Newsletter 
www.taftalumni.org 

 
Anne Lunde 
John Prochaska 
Arlene (Laufer) Ware 
Jeraldene (Beesley) Bloom 
      Stephenson 
 
Kevin Krieger 
 
Paulette (Zemaitis) English 
 
 
Judy Jacobsen 
Paul Madsen 
Wayne Schimpff 
Ryan Glowacz 
Frank Heyer 

1969 
1961 
1960 
1962 
 
 
1973 
 
1967 
 
 
1970 
1971 
1959 
2006 
1948 
 

President, Historian 
Vice President/Treasurer 
Secretary 
Director, Newsletter Editor 
newsletter@taftalumni.org 
(920) 559-7440 
Director, Webmaster 
webmaster@taftalumni.org 
Director, Web Editor, 
Newsletter Assistant 
eagleemail@taftalumni.org 
Director 
Director 
Director 
Faculty Representative 
Director, Emeritus  

The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.   

 
Please address general correspondence and changes to: 

 
Taft Alumni Association 

6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

or email eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

 
Send photographs and articles for the next issue to: 

 
Jerry Bloom Stephenson 

2600 SE Ocean Blvd, Apt G-12 
Stuart, FL 34996 

 or email newsletter@taftalumni.org 
 

Submission Deadline for the Winter Issue: 

December 31, 2016 
eNewsletter Signup:  eagleemail@taftalumni.org 

 

mailto:newsletter@taftalumni.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
mailto:newsletter@taftalumni.org
mailto:eagleemail@taftalumni.org
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