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Veterans M onument
| s n 6Qnly for Memorial Day

ByAnne Lundg1969)
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in a noisy clatter but with a quiet moment of reflection.

L ¥ @& drigz@ N relative of one of the men from Taft

whose lives were lost in war time, please make a point to

stop there when you get a chance.

For those of us who grew up during Vietham or had
parents who served in World War 1l or Korea, there are
memoriesof watching newsreels or reading about events half
68 FNRdyR GKS 62NIR® L
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We were reminded, however, that time has gone by.

Tom Day(Jun 1%8), who organized Buglescross
America, comes back every year to play Taps and remember
his classmate and fellow Marine, Capt. Dale Luster, a pilot.
Dale is remembered at Railway Gardens, the semicircular
park south of the Norwood Park RR station, as one of three
areayoungMafy Sa ¢K2 $gSNB {AfftSR A
Tom has always come.

uKS
was erected during the war, a tall stone monument that
unfortunately was a frequent target for speeders trying to
round the corner at Nia and Avondale. That pillar was
knocked down and eventually destroyed. The local chapter of
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Memorial Day parade, installed a new stone, assisted with
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landscaping by some local gardeners, and since then the
Memorial Day marchers stop there to pay their respects.
But Sept. 26 this year was thes@nniversaryof Dale
LusteQ & R/AStIENiNgsen(1968) one of the alumni who
worked on the new Taft memorial, got in touch with Tom to
see if they could do sontieing at Taft as well, when Tom was
coming to Norwood Park.

One problem for active veterans and Memorial Day
is that they are usually busy at several ceremonies. So Tom,
who had three events this May, and Art and Taft Alum Mike
Lake, who both are involvely G KS 5S& tftlAyS
been able to get to Taft for the dedication. Art delivered a
LISNE2YFf Ay@AdlridAaz2y G2 51 ftSQa
Donner, who also joined the recognition event.

PrincipaMark Grishaberand a contingent of the
Taft Naval Jr. ROTC
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the flag. Ihank Y’M
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2" Annual Taft (former) Football Players Gathering
Date: Thursday, Deceber 6, 2018 (All Classes invited)

Time: Noon kickoff.

Location:DA G &2y Qa 2y WAGDSNI w2l R
Contacts:GaryAndersen (Jun1966) - garyad8@aol.com

Class of Jun&959

Date: December2018 (All Classes invited)

Details: Luncheon

Location: Hilton Garden Inn, Des Plaines

Contacts: Anne FeatMcManus- 6305849194
or PenniEichinlsaacson 847-9455168
or website,www.taft1959reunion.com

Class of 1969

Date: TBD 2019

Place: TBD

Contacs: AnnelLundec alundewriter@gmail.com
or Laurel Kaage kaagefamily@gmail.com

16th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Pichic FLORIBAT
Date: SaturdayMarch 9,2019 (11:00 anx; 3:00 prj
Place: Maxine Barritt Parkl800 Harbor DrS, Venice, FL
(Meetingat smaller pavilion neanorth endparking area
PotLuck a shared dislthat serves 6
BYOBDrinksin nonglass containersnly
Photoshoot 1:30 pm
Donation: $5 per person, lawn chaisiggested
Contacs: Leon Kathar(Jurl956) - 863-835-2211
leonkathan64@gmad or
Jerry (Beesley) Stephens@dunl1962) 9205597440

9th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic ARIZONA
Date: Sunday, March 12019(11:00 amg 2:00 pm)
Place Stillman RamadagtillmanRailroad Park in Scottsdale
Pot Luck:Bring something to share
BYOBBeer in norglass containersnly
Donation: $4 per person, bring lawn chairs

¢ Note ¢ TAA baseball cap to be raffled off that day
Contact:Paulette Englist{1967),eagleemail@taftalumni.org

5th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion PiGAdFORNIA

Date: Saturday, Septembét, 2019 (Noon- 4pm)

Place House of Savag®372 Recuervo Cove, Del Mar, CA

Details $8 indudes forRosati's Chicag®izza, noralcoholic
drinks, paper products, utensilplease bring a dish
to share.BYOB

Contacts Mike Day(Jun1960)- michael91942@yahooom

Jan (Ostromencki) Savaganhellokitty@hotmail.com
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6th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORNSA
Date: Thursday, April 2019 (Noong 4:00pm)
Place 6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL

(For those unable to attend the Florida west coast affair)

PotLuck a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Contacts: Lynn (Morley) Marti(idun1957)
Imml@sbcglobal.net
or Jerry (Beesley) Stephens@dunl1962)
jerrybloomstephenson@gmail.com
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TAFT HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1968!

B rostercord

Pat, aka "Yoit"- rhymes with Detroit ( J un e
fHere® our promised board message, preserved for

668)

posterity! Thanks again to
Look for more photos and memories of the 1968 class
reunion next issue.

Lost Classmates

Are you looking for old classmates with whom
82dzQ@S t2aid G2dzOKK 2SS gAff
publishing the name(s) in this newslettéfrthat party or
another classmatewith information on your request
NBalLl2yRa (2 dza | yR
F2NBIFNR GKFG LISNA2YQa ylYS

Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni
Assaociation, c/o Taft Highchool, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60631 ofreail us at eagleemail@taft alumni.org.
The suggested donation for this service is $5 per name.

THIS ISSUHarion H. Godlewsk{Jun1965)is looking
for Dennis DayJan 182).
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Grads in the News

Gwen (Kammien) Ginocchidunl1967) was
mentioned inthe AARP June/JuR018magazine.ln 2014,
DAYy200KA2 NBIR I 062dzi !Create Q&
the Good Shedecided tosign up with KidWorks, a Santa Ana
CAnonprofit through which she helps first and third graders
with their homework during the school yeaShe alstutors
in the summerin 2017A KS & &
of the Year.

Wayne Schimpff(Jan1959) is currently in Indonesia
asa member of a pilot progra® | £ £ SR & L BeS
program isafoundation funded through their national
teacher training college center in Jakarta, Indonesite said,
0As every public high school ha$cout program in place, |
will be engaging with that in school program projects dealing
with environmental education activitiemnd also as a
conversation leader in English in various classroéiisisis
his4th trip to Indonesia to help them grow theiational
Environmental Education Program.

Faress Muhammad Shraitef2014)was charged
with attempting to provide material support to a foreign
terrorist organization, according to an indictment returned
Thursday to the U.S. District Court in Chicago. The charge is
punishable with up to 15 years in prison.

Robert B. JohnsofJan 1965) was interviewed by

Ellee Pai Honthis past Jundor COMCAST
NEWSMAKERS (Greater Chicago Newsmakers Tidaimd
the opportunity to discuss a few of the Chicago
areaengineering outreach program thildren. See the
podcast at
https://comcastnewsmakers.com/Videos/2018/6/25/Enginee
ring-Outreachto-Students

NB

TiNertheastern

Titorthezster

a >

RichardC.Lindberg(1971)is seen elebrating his
2018 service award fdris2017 history book at th&lEIU
Golden Eagles Alumni Dinrlast month The bookis aptly
GAGE SRZ b2NIKSIF &dSNyYy
This four year research and writing project coimsdith the
sesquicentennial anniversary of the faling of the university

as a teacher training college in Blue Island in 18®i¢hsaid,

A Q@S JmPsidri6(1969)and Tim Witkus(1970)since
grammar school and high school, respectively. Thanks Susan
Bass for your help on the book. Thanks Pamedend¥r for
championing my work. Thanks Blanche Pistorio and Mia
McKenna. And thank you NEIU, retired faculty, administration
and Alumni Board membership. 150 years strong and still
growing€
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Congratulations t&Ryan Glowac£2006) for his
recent promotionas Taft HS Assistant Principal. Ryan has
been our TAA Faculty Representative for the past few years.

LINE I NJ Y X

Letters to the Editor

Dear Jerry:

d 295 ghyfots g 6SEE 6AGK
negligent in getting this to you. Please get fhistice of my
62 aAiai SrNtde Qextlidsud &f the Thi® Newsletter.
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Donna (Zapp) Reusindun 1960)

Dear Donna, Thank you for your notethe passing of your two

sisters, Roberta and BetiWe are sorry for your los$Ve had

already received notice of Robeitathe past but not Betty. For

continuity, we include@ioth names in this issuseedin Our

Memorieg page). Jerry StephensomAAN Editor]

DearTAA

Enclosed find a check for $20.00: $15 for renewal to
Alumni Association and $5 to help find a friend.

Could you please get in touch witithomas Day
OWdzyS Qpy oo L ¢2dd R tA1S
Dennis Day Wdzy SLagRIcheatdds he lived in Tampa, FL.

Dennis recruited me into the Civil Air Patrol (Pal
Waukee Squadron), and | also worked for his father Joe.

Marion H. & . dz{iGddeivski(Jun1965).
DearMarion, If Tom or Dennis contact us as a result of your note, we
will be happy to forward your email, phone and address info to
them. Good luck with your attempt to-monnect. Jerrtephenson,
TAAN Editor]

g2

DearTAA

Margery Ada AndersoRosbergmy wife's aunt was
a graduate of Taft's very first graduating claSte died July
30, 2018 in Burlington WiCause of death, pneumoni&he
may have been Taft'ddest living graduate.

Glenn Andersonformer faculty member

Glenn, found that Marjorie (AndersonlRosberggraduated in Jun
1941, so that was the second graduating clagée will add her to
[this] newsletter and to our online memorial$o our Alums, in case
you did not recognize his name, Mr. Andersaunght Industrial Arts,
Drafting, and Industrial Cooperative EducatainTaft 19671999
'S 61a AYyRdzOGSR Ayid2 (GKS ¢+ Fid C2
2017. Paulette English, TAA Web Editor and Asst. Newsletter Editor]

¢KS CANAIG

| really appreciate the acknowledgement of my
brother Thomas Anthony Grudn the new Veterans
Memorial at TaftOne correction thoughTom was two years
younger thanme, graduating Taft iflJune]1960. | graduad
Taft in 1958. The note belothe picture in the Newslettefin
the Summer 2018 issusliggests Tom was my older brother.
John GrudJun1958)
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[Continued on Pagé1]
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Southern California Annual
All - Class Gathering

- 2018

.....

Back Row-R:Bronwyn (Strauss) Estephgi976), Linda
(Gawlick) Newel(1976), Gail Uhlar(1976), Mindy (Mirek)
Bortness(1976), Patrick RaetzmarfJun1957), Gail (Ponce)
Bixler(1968), Jim Bixlen(Jun1966). Front Row tR:Jan
(Ostromencki)Savagg1974), Anna Walczynski1974), Mary
Jane (Paddy) Struber@unl1946), Howard Payn€Jan1942),
Michael Day(Jun1960), Carol (Chapas) WarpinsKi976)

Submitted byJan Ostromencki Savad&974)

A beautiful day in Del Ma€aliforniafor Taft's
Southern CA Reuniorit was teld on Sept 8, in the yard
that is on the rim of Crest Canyon Open Space Park with
wonderfulviews, sunshine and ocean breeze...

Everyone enjoyed reminiscing of our days at Tatft,
the neighborhood, the foodCarol (Chapas) Warpinski
brought Jays Potato Chips from Chicago, &ind& Gail
(Ponce) BixlebroughtHome-made perogies to our pot luck.
Theycomplemented our Rosati's thin crust pizzeauty
fuly!! yYRE R2Yy Qi

shippedfrom Chicagdy WI §i€at,Jill Ostromenck{1976).
Howard brought along a little bit of his WW2 History.
So wonderful that heshared this part of his life with us and
more memories from the past.
Good times were had, and all agreed we will be
ready for a repeat next yearsame location,ame weekend!

Alumni CheerleaersIR:GaiI Uhlar(197), Mindy Mirek
Bortness(1977), Jan Ost Savag@ 974)
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Back Row-R: Ursula (Walczynski) Clang@arol (Chapas)

Warpinski Front Row 1R:Linda (Gawlick) NewellGall
Uhlar, Bronwyn Strauss) Estephaall from class of 1976)

Mary Jane
(Paddi)
Struberg
(Jun
Foward Payne 1946) and
Howard
o NOWSRES Payne(Jan
Sz 1942)

Army (1941-1947)

Battalion Sergeant Major “The blind can do it”
Last Duty Station:
Nice, France
Howard
Enjoys teaching, coaching, and playi golf. miltary band musi
///m? lory
Howard vividly remembers the time he met General George Patton. General Patton rode in a command car into

Howard's bivouac (temporary camp) at midnight one night while his men were digging foxholes. General Patton
ordered the Colonel in charge to evacuate the bivouac in two hours. General Patton informed everyone that the
Germans were headed to their location with 88's and that immediate departure was critical. The entire bivouac
and Howard, exhausted and weary, were very hesitant but complied with the General's orders, The next day,

Howard “
oy leamned that the bivouac they evacuated tlglfl:ﬂl:!l:ﬂod to hell with holes so big you gould fit Jeeps in

Paged



http://www.taftalumni.org/

(Veteran Monumentcontinued from Page 1)

¢2Y akKkFNBR a2YS 2F KAa YS
original Army ROTC unit. Their sergestructor handed
two of them a key and assigned them to raise the colors
everymorning on the flagpole outside the (then) main
entrance on Natoma.

When Tom got home from service, he spent some
time in California, straightening up some loan companies. He
was impressed by some of the war heroes who were inspiring
his generation likelPLJLJE . 2@ Ay 3dG2y YR KA
{ljdZ- RNRYy®¢ wSlidzNyAy3a (2 GKS /
own marching group whose color guard has appeared in
parades locally and around the country.

For the past 18 years he has been on another
mission. The federal government had agreed to allow a
military funeral for any veteran, complete with supplying a
F2f{ RSR FfF3 F2NJ G4KS FlLYAfe |y
guitars were in and buglingwasihoX + yR (KS 3288
started to run short of buglers. To discourage a governmental
shortcut, which was to send recorded music to the
OSYSUSNASA |yR LINBUOSYR
America.

i2 ofz2

Joyce Luster-Donner, sister to Dale Luster receives
the WHT Foundation's extra plaque from Art Elling-
sen (1968) when they honored the city champs Taft
(Army) ROTC, from which Dale Luster was a
member.
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The poster was assembled by Tom Day and includes
articles from Edison-Norwood Review (one by Anne
from 1993)

¢KSe Q@S 3J24G |y SaldAyYlrGaSR
states and are always recruiting more. World War 1l, Korea
and Vietnam war veterans lose more of their generation each
year and are eligible for the honor, so they have already
played for thousands ofuneral ceremonies. Although they
still are losing older horn players, they have permission to
NEONHzA &G aS@SyidK yR SAIKGIK 3IN
and they can get out of class and get civics credit for
participating. He even started a Bugles Axdmerica
museum in Berwyn, IL. Contact the program website at
www.BuglesAcrossAmerica.ort may be something that
Taft families (spouses, children) want to include for their
tf 20SR 2y Sah@fulirE NIBA OSa Ay

Tom has done many of these funerals himself, and
his daughter often comes along as an assistant and official
mourner. But behind it all is his ongoing tribute to Dale.
So after the program at Taft, a few of us, including Tom, Joyce
and Art, leaded to Railway Gardens, to look at that stone and
remember Dale.

If you have a friend or relative to remember, you
R2y Qi KIF@S (2 gFAG F2NJ aSY2NR
memorial. But contact the school in advance to find out a
convenient time, when sneone can to show you the way.
(773) 5341000. Taft is a busy place these daj®hotos
provided by Anne Lunde]
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