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Taft Alumni Association
Hall of Fame
It is that time again. Nominations are now being
accepted for the 2018 - next class of honorees to the Taft
Alumni Association Hall of Fame. We are looking for Taft
alums who, through a lifetime of achievement(s) and
dedication, exemplify the values we hold dear and will
become examples for all current and future Taft students.
We encourage nominators to resubmit anyone who
has not been inducted. Please include your best information,
and when available, consult with the nominee as you prepare
it. We must have current contact details for the nominee or a
family representative. Also, remember that deceased alumni
are now considered for induction.
The following are highlights of the standing rules for
nominations into the TAA in effect with the each induction
period. Deadline for submittals is June 30, 2018.
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Contributions to community and country
Meritorious recognition of actions, services or
achievements
Significant philanthropic involvement
Any additional significant considerations
The top five scoring nominees will be submitted as
the slate for board approval.
Inductions take place every three years, thus
allowing the Taft student body to be introduced to, and
become familiar with, their predecessors’ accomplishments
at least once during their years at Taft. Submissions in the
year of induction will loosely follow the school calendar.
Any nominee who is not selected for induction will
be eligible for the next induction so long as a new nominating
form is submitted with current data.
The Induction Ceremony for Taft Alumni Hall of
Fame, class of 2018 is set for this fall. Watch for the exact
date, time and location in an upcoming publication of this
newsletter.

Taft HS Veteran Memorial

Nominees should be Taft graduates, living or
deceased, who exemplify the best of Taft.
Nominations may be submitted by any and all
alumni, by family members or by Taft High School faculty, but
not directly from the potential inductee.
Nominations will be submitted on a standardized official
nomination form that will be made available to alumni by the
TAA Secretary upon request or available on the TAA website –
www.taftalumni.org.
Both present and past directors are eligible to
volunteer to serve on the Hall of Fame Evaluation Committee,
so long as they, themselves, have not submitted a nomination
for the current induction.
Nominees will be judged by a point system that will
consider:
 Achievement in scholastic pursuits
 Achievement in vocational pursuits

Memorial Day is the tentative date for the upcoming
unveiling of the new Taft High School Veterans Memorial.
The exact date of the ceremony was not available at press
time, but will be announced very soon, and we will provide it
for you in our Spring TAA Newsletter.
Our thanks to the many alums who contacted us
with updates, corrections and additions of Taft alums who
died during various combats and paid the ultimate sacrifice
for our country. Also, the donations received by many of you
assisted the school by providing funds to cover the design
and production costs of the memorial.
Your Taft Alumni Association is also making a
donation
and will
present to
Mark
Grishaber,
Taft
Principal,
a check
for $3000
toward
this effort.

Class of 1968 (50 Year Reunion)
Date: Saturday, September 29, 2018
Time: TBD
Location: Taft High School
Details: School tour/catered reception.
Cost-TBD
Contact: Nancy Warzecha - 1968tafths@gmail.com
or Carolyn (Sykes) Toerpe - Carolyn.Toerpe@gmail.com
Class of 1969 (50 Year Reunion)
Date: TBD 2019
Place: TBD
Contacts: Anne Lunde – alundewriter@gmail.com
or Laurel Kaage – kaagefamily@gmail.com
15th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-WEST
Date: March 17 2018 (11:00 am – 3:00 pm)
Place: Maxine Barritt Park, 1800 Harbor Dr. S, Venice, FL
(Meeting in smaller pavilion near parking area)
Pot Luck: a shared dish (+ BYOB – NO GLASS ALLOWED)
Photo shoot: 1:30 pm - NOTE PLACE & TIME CHANGE
Donation: $5 per person, lawn chairs optional
Contacts: Leon Kathan (June ’56) - 863-835-2211
leonkathan64@gmail – or
Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (June ’62) 920-559-7440
jerrybloomstephenson@gmail.com

8th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic ARIZONA
Date: Sunday, March 18, 2018 (11:00am – 2:00pm)
Place: Stillman Ramada, Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale
Pot Luck: Bring something to share
BYOB: Beer in non-glass containers only
Donation: $4 per person, bring lawn chairs
Contact: Paulette English, eagleemail@taftalumni.org

4th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Get Together CALIFORNIA
Date: Saturday, September 8, 2018 (Noon - 4pm)
Place: House of Savage, 2372 Recuervo Cove, Del Mar, CA
Details: $8 includes for Rosati's Chicago Pizza, non-alcoholic
drinks, paper products, utensils; please bring a dish
to share. BYOB
Contacts: Mike Day (June ‘60) - michael91942@yahoo.com
Jan (Ostromencki) Savage, janhellokitty@hotmail.com

Lost Classmates
Are you looking for old classmates with whom
you’ve lost touch? We will help you in your search by
publishing the name(s) in this newsletter. If that party
or another classmate with information on your request
responds to us and agrees to share the information,
we’ll forward that person’s name and address to you.
Send your request and/or response to Taft Alumni
Association, c/o Taft High School, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr
Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 or e-mail us at eagleemail@taft
alumni.org. The suggested donation for this service is $5
per name.

Looking for a Few Good Men
and Women to Join Our Ranks
TAA offers opportunities for members to become
more active and involved in the operation of your Alumni
Association. If you can spare a few hours per month. live in
the Chicagoland area and is a member of TAA in good
standing, please consider joining the Taft Alumni Association
Board. Also, some board responsibilities are able to be
handled “long-distance”. Contact us and see where you can
fit in.
Email us at eagleemail@taftalumni.org TODAY!

5th Annual ALL CLASS Reunion Picnic FLORIDA-EAST
Date: April 21, 2018
Place: 6140 Mourning Dove Way; Hobe Sound FL
(For those unable to attend the Florida west coast affair)
Pot Luck: a food item to share (+ BYOB)
Contacts: Lynn (Morley) Martin (June ’57)
lmml@sbcglobal.net
or Jerry (Beesley) Stephenson (June ’62)
jerrybloomstephenson@gmail.com

In 1989, former TAA President Kay Kuciak (Jan '63)
presented uniforms to some Taft band members
Taft Alumni Newsletter Winter 2018

www.taftalumni.org

Page 2

Eagle Football Players Convene
Submitted by Gary Andersen (Jan ’59)
On December 7, 2017, about forty former Taft
football players convened at Gibson’s in Rosemont to say hi
to one another. Most graduated from Taft in the 60s.
Among the luminaries present were Jim Grabowski
(Jun ‘62) who played at Taft under long time Head Coach Joe
Kupcinet, at the University of Illinois and for the NFL’s
Packers and Bears. Jim fondly remembers his football days at
Taft. “Friendships were made that are strong today.” About
Coach Kupcinet he remembers “He was very organized, a
great leader, got the most out of his players and did it all
himself. There were no assistant coaches.”
Al Kamradt (Jan ‘65) played for Kupcinet as a 14-year
old freshman in Soldier Field. After Taft, Al played offensive
end for Indiana University and then for decades was head
football coach at Barrington High School. Thinking back to
that freshman year Al recalled, “I was playing for a legend.”

Len Wislow (Jun ‘66) remarked about his Taft
football coach, Chuck Dobrath, “He was like a second father.”
After Taft Len, also an end, played for the Fighting Illini.
Al Nelson (also Jun ‘66) least fondly remembers
Coach Dobrath’s Burma Road, as “his version of an after
practice cross-country run.”
Paul Greenslade (Jun ‘68) remembers Dobrath as a
bear. “I remember how, as a junior, he would pick 11 players
to simulate the upcoming opponent – I played running back –
and then turn the first string defense on us. It was pitbulls
versus poodles.”
The mood was festive, the event itself very tasteful.
Old friendships were rekindled, new ones struck and
promises of an encore for next year spread around.
[Photo submitted by Gary Andersen]

Taft football team members (in no particular order) Can you match the faces to the names? Since most of these guys are not
presently active TAA members, encourage them to join so they can get this newsletter with their photo. Where are: Ray Pollina
(Jan ’65), Al Nelson (Jan ’66), Carl Weise (Jan ’66), Lou Knudtson (Jan ’56), Don Lass (Jun ’64), Richard Winge (1970), Garnet Fee
(Jan ’65), Jack Briseno (Jan ’66), Gary Hanson (class ?) , George Hibbeler ( Jun ’62), Bob Smith (Jun ’65), Frank Lakofka (Jun ’66),
Kent Stocking (Jun ’66), Tom Hillis (Jan ’66), Art Kay (Jan ’61), Bob Johnson (Jun ’62), Pete Ebner (Jan ’65), Rick Blomquist (Jan ’64),
Steve Downs (1968), Paul Greenslade (1968), Tom Wendorf (Jan ’66), Jack Lichtenberger (Jun ’63), Rich Bolinder (1970), Al
Kamradt (Jan ’65), Curt Sriver (Jun ’63), Jim Grabowski (Jun ’62), Ron Lillquist (Jun ’65), Wes Cline (1968), Jim Ciesco (1968), Jack
Dustin (1968), Glenn Thorstenson (Jan ’66), George Drost (Jan ’65), Stu Dunn (Jun ’60), Dan Noon (Jun ’64)?

Letters to the Editor
To TAA,
Enclosed is my donation to the Taft Veterans Monument honoring the fifty plus Taft Alumni who made the
ultimate sacrifice for our country.
RAdm Larry Marsh, Jun ‘59
USN, retired
To TAA,
Thanks to all involved with the TAA and the great
newsletter you produce!
Lynn (Valters) Mays, Jan '63
Dear TAA,
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I have donated to the Taft Veterans Monument to
honor my friend and locker partner Robert Sullivan, June
1961, a Combat Engineering Officer who built & rebuilt many
bridges during 2 tours of duty in Viet Nam, but who later died
from his exposure to Agent Orange in many of the rivers &
streams.
John Prochaska, Jun ‘61
TAA VP & Treasurer
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resupply the DEW line constructions sites in Alaska with 50
other US Navy ships. The DEW line (Distance Early Warning)
was being built across Alaska and Canada to detect Russian
aircraft, via radar, coming across the North Pole. The radar
sites were under construction in the 1950s and required
supplies via water.
On our cruise we visited two sites in Canada which
have been shut down, but were now visible to me after being
there 60 years ago as a Navy seaman. It was awesome to say
the least. [Photo submitted by Rebscher]
H. Paul Rebscher, Jan ‘53

To TAA,
Enclosed is my donation towards the Taft Veterans
Memorial Monument, honoring those who served in the US
Armed Forces, but did not return.
Craig Sabey, Jun ‘62
Dear Jerry,
I am sorry to hear of the passing of Nick Mitchell. I
was his student in the 1969-1970 school year. He was a
scholar and historian who made the subject matter come
alive to several generations of Taft students. He was tough but always fair. There were no easy A's, in his classroom - but
his students came away with a deeper appreciation of American history than what they might have expected.
Richard Lindberg, 1971
To Paulette,
Glad to help [by membership renewal] and learn
what my classmates are doing.
Dick Traugott, Jan '57.
Hello,
I thought you might like to hear about a fantastic
cruise my wife and I took into the Northwest Passage this
summer. We drove to Toronto, Canada from Long Island,
New York, then flew to Greenland’s west coast on August
22nd. We cruised the west coast of Greenland for seven days
heading north, stopping at small villages and finally reaching
78o north.
We entered Canadian waters, visiting many islands
and villages via Zodiak boats ending, after ten more days, in
Cambridge Bay, Canada. From there we flew to Edmonton,
Canada and finally back to Toronto.
Two of the stops were the highlights of the trip for
me. In December 1955 I was drafted into the US Navy and
after boot camp transferred to a ship based in Pearl Harbor
Hawaii. The summer of 1956 my ship was assigned duty to
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To TAA,
My apologies; been a bit behind on everything. All's
well here. "Check's in the mail" - as of tomorrow.
Keep up your good work! Appreciate it. Good to
hear about some of our classmates.
Chet Lee, Jun ‘58
Dear John [Prochaska],
We wish to thank you and Arlene Ware [TAA Board
Members] so much for coming out to join us at our class
reunion on October 14, 2017 at the Crown Plaza ChicagoNorthbrook! We sincerely appreciate you taking the time to
speak about the Taft Alumni Association and its mission, sign
up new TAA members, and offer Taft merchandise for sale.
We are enclosing a check for $100 payable to the
Taft Alumni Association to be directed toward the Student
Scholarship Fund at William Howard Taft High School.
Any guests interested in purchasing TAA memberships or Taft merchandise will be directed to the Taft Alumni
Association website. Many thanks,
Donna J. Ackerson, 1977
Event Co-Chair
Hello Paulette,
Thanks for the notice. I recently mailed my
membership dues, on 11/8/17. I don’t want to miss an
issue! Very well done and always enjoyable.
Linda Cloud Musial, 1970
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Anne [Lunde],
I sent a mid-1950's Taft football pennant - banner to the
Alumni Association in care of you, which I received from my
classmate Sylvia (Linde) Linde-Guback (Jan ’57) a couple of
years ago!
Leo Drummer, Jan ‘57
[Leo, The TAA thanks you so much for adding to our Taft HS memorabilia collection. We will be able to share it with current students
through the display cases purchased by Taft Alumni Association for
the school. Jerry Stephenson, TAAN Editor]

Dear Jerry,
In reference to the last Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony, I want to thank the Association for recognizing the
1992 Girls Softball Team. They were one of the best athletic
teams that Taft has ever had. Remember, they not only won
the CPL Championship but they were one of eight finalists in
the State Tournament, the whole State of Illinois.
You have to know the girls to appreciate how
wonderful they were. I was privileged to coach them. And
they are just as great now. It was a blessing seeing them
again. I know that many of them are Association members
and I know they would like to [read] these words. How
blessed I was!!!
Frank Hood, Taft Coach

and some information about Taft Night Out with the Taft
Alumni Association and the alumni that see your Facebook
page. Can you possibly help me get the word out?
Also if there are alumni out there that would like to
help sponsor Taft Night Out or donate an item to our silent
auction that would be very much appreciated too. All
proceeds will go directly to teacher/staff-directed academic
and extra-curricular initiatives that can't be funded by our
limited CPS budget.
Thanks so much and Happy New Year!
Melissa Bernier
Taft Night Out 2018 Co-Chair
Hi Paulette,
I decided to send you this picture taken in Lake
Geneva in June 2017. The picture is of Phyllis Miller, Sue
Schmid and Karen Rinkach Johnson. We all attended Hitch
grammar school and graduated in June 1958. We were at
Taft from 1958-1962 (tho Sue moved and did not finish at
Taft). Thanks for all you do!
Phyllis Miller, June ‘62

[Frank, Thank you for your kind words. However, we believe you are
mixing us up with the Taft Foundation, who recognizes school teams
as well as teachers by popular votes. See the article on the front
page about our next class of Taft Alumni Association Hall of Famers.
Jerry Stephenson, TAAN Editor]

Hello!
My name is Melissa and I'm a parent volunteer at
Taft, co-chairing this year's Taft Night Out fundraiser. You
may know that we launched Taft Night Out last year as an
"all-school" get-together and fundraiser with a silent auction,
band, dinner and more. It was a great success and we're
looking forward to this year's event on February 23. I'm
attaching the flyer here. [See this issue, page 14]
I'd really appreciate it if we could share an invitation

Taft June 1959 Annual Reunion

It is nice to see Taft Principal Mark Grishaber was able to join the group this past January 5, 2018
at the Hilton Garden Inn. He is seated in front row (2nd from left), next to organizer Larry Marsh.
Taft Alumni Newsletter Winter 2018
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Class Notes
Your TAA Class Notes
includes names of both new
TAA members and renewals,
when received prior to going
to press. If you want to
include other special details, please include that information
on your membership form as shown on the inside of the last
page of this newsletter.

1940s
Marjorie (Behn) Logan (Jun 1942), married Stanley Logan
(deceased) (Jun 1942), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Santa Fe, NM, BS, is a homemaker.
Vivian (Winkates) Borman (Jun 1945), has 4 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in Framingham, MA, Mundelein College BS
Chem '49, is retired, and will celebrate her 90th birthday
this summer.
Edmund Mazur (Jun 1945), has 4 children, 5 grandchildren,
lives in Edgewater, FL, UWM MS Urban Studies; US Army
1945-47, is a retired architect.
James Geisler (Jan 1947), married Margaret Kaulfuss (1949),
has 4 children, 3 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren,
lives in Brewster, MA, is retired.
Irene (Kohls) Stinson (Jan 1947), has 3 children, 10 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, lives in Neenah, WI, is retired.
Bill Fassnacht (Jan 1948), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives
in Hilton Head Island, SC, UI Champaign BS Mkt/Mgmt '52,
is the retired owner of Xero-Statics Business Products in
St. Louis, Taft class president Jan '48, played on Taft's
basketball team, on Taft's City Champs golf team, was a
varsity golfer at UI, and is still playing.
Donald Dahlke (Jun 1948), has 2 children, 8 grandchildren, lives
in Rosemont, IL, Northwestern U, is a retired plumbing
contractor.
Barbara (Burgis) Zuegel (Jan 1949), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, Millikin U BA Ed '53, is a
retired teacher and homemaker.
Marge (Kaulfuss) Geisler (Jun 1949), married James Geisler
(17168), has 4 children, 3 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Brewster, MA, GED; Nursing School, is a
retired LPN.
James Jacobsen (Jun 1949), has 1 child, 4 grandchildren, 2
great grandchildren, lives in Peoria, IL, NIU BS; Bradley U
MS; N Colorado U EdD, is a retired professor (30 years).

1950s
Marshall Zugehar (Jan 1950), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren,
lives in Rochester, NY, RIT Univ AA; US Air Force 1950-54,
is retired.
Bob Eischen (Jun 1952), married Patricia Link (Jun 1954), has 3
children, lives in Skokie, IL, U Denver BSBA '57; US Army
and Air Force Reserves, is a retired accountant.
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Anita (Nehring) Petersen (Jun 1952), married Ronald Petersen
(deceased) (Jun 1951), has 2 children, lives in Elk Grove,
IL, is a retired secretary.
Art Eichlin (Jan 1953), married Marian Heinz (Jun 1966), has 1
child, lives in Billings, MT, Berkley BA Journ, M Ed; Loyola
U PhD; US Army 2 years counter-intelligence, is retired
from college administration.
Marcia (Lien) Wrisley (Jan 1953), married Norton "Bud"
Wrisley (Jan 1953), has 7 children, 7 grandchildren, 11
great grandchildren, lives in Valley Center, CA, is a retired
healthcare admissions coordinator, will celebrate 55 years
of marriage in April.
Bud Wrisley (Jan 1953), married Marcia Lien (Jan 1953), has 7
children, 7 grandchildren, 11 great grandchildren, lives in
Valley Center, CA, U CO BS Acct, is a retired CPA, and will
be celebrating 55 years of marriage in April.
Barbara (Roess) Siwik (Jun 1953), has 4 children, 9 grandchildren, 7 great grandchildren, lives in Grayslake, IL, Metropolitan Business School, is a retired reservationist in
Branson MO, and always watches for news of twins Jack
and Jay O'Donnell, Class of Jan '54.
Robert Bebee (Jun 1954), married Alice Sarau (Jun 1954), has 3
children, 10 grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, lives in
Deland, FL, is retired.
Alice (Sarau) Bebee (Jun 1954), married Robert Bebee (Jun
1954), has 3 children, 10 grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren, lives in Deland, FL, is retired.
Pat (Link) Eischen (Jun 1954), married Robert Eischen (Jun
1952), has 3 children, lives in Skokie, IL, UI BS Elem Ed, is a
retired elementary teacher.
Gary Machon (Jun 1954), married Donna Matheson (Jan 1957),
has 4 children, 9 grandchildren, lives in Medford, WI, BS,
US Marine Corps 5 years, is a retired airline pilot.
Art Reider (Jun 1954), has 3 children, 11 grandchild, lives in St
Petersburg, FL, USNR 2 years, USNR Active 19 years, is a
retired fire fighter.
Thomas Talbot (Jun 1954), lives in Arlington Hts, IL.
Judy (Carlson) Borta (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 5 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren, lives in Mt Prospect, IL, CTC
BA Ed '61, is a retired kindergarten and primary teacher,
and she and husband Don celebrated their 55th wedding
anniversary on November 3rd.
Raymond Fath (Jun 1955), lives in Palatine, IL, is a retired
carpenter.
Erv Janis (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in
Chicago, IL, is a retired plumber.
Madeline (Deichl) Nelles (Jun 1955), married James Nelles (Jun
1955), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Naples, FL, is a retired buyer for a furniture group
of stores, and shares that she and husband Jim married 2
years after meeting when they were 50.
Sue (Unger) Oberheide (Jun 1955), married William Oberheide
(deceased) (Jun 1955), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren,
lives in Park Ridge, IL, Northwestern U, BS Ed, is a retired
homemaker, mother and teacher.
John Snow (Jun 1955), has 2 children, lives in Palatine, IL, Coe
College BS, is retired.
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Rosalie (Davies) Zweifel (Jun 1955), has 5 children, 7 grandchildren, 12 great grandchildren, 1 great great grandchild,
lives in Dodgeville, WI, some college, is a retired mobile
home park owner, teaches ceramics, and is a travel guide
planner.
Lou Knudtson (Jan 1956), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, lives
in Bartlett, IL, ASU MBA, is the president of an electronics
company.
Bob Carroll (Jul 1956), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren, 3 great
grandchildren, lives in Valley Center, CA, is retired.
Richard Dencer (Jun 1956), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Burlington, IL, IIT BS Civil Engr; UI MS Public Adm,
is a retired civil engineer.
Joyce (Ruttkay) Lewis (Jun 1956), married Merritt Lewis
(deceased) (Jan 1952), has 2 children, lives in Arlington
Hts, IL, is retired.
Richard Miller (Jun 1956), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives
in Oxford, NC, BA, US Air Force 4 years, is a retired plant
engineer.
Virginia (Blum) Schroer (Jun 1956), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, 16 great grandchildren, lives in Streamwood, IL, is
retired.
Nancy (Wander) Stolfa (Jun 1956), has 5 children, 11 grandchildren, lives in Placida, FL, Blackburn College BA '60, is
retired.
Diane (Klier) Dierks (Jan 1957), has 4 children, 8 grandchildren,
lives in Marengo, IL, is retired.
Donna (Matheson) Machon (Jan 1957), married Gary Machon
(Jun 1954), has 4 children, 9 grandchildren, lives in
Medford, WI, is retired.
Marcelyn (Haerr) Norris (Jan 1957), has 2 children (passed on),
3 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, lives in Carol Stream,
IL, 2 years college, is employed at a beauty salon.
Dick Traugott (Jan 1957), has 4 children, 4 grandchildren, 5
great grandchildren, lives in Hendersonville, NC, BS, MBA,
is a retired 3M International marketing manager, and
states, "God is Great".
Donald Barnes (Jun 1957), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, 8
great grandchildren, lives in Palatine, IL, US Army 2 years,
is a retired shop manager.
Dianne (Slatkay) Frantzis (Jun 1957), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Glenview, IL, is retired, and says they are
fortunate to be snow birds spending 4 months of the year
at Sanibel Island, Florida.
Robert Soske (Jun 1957), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives
in Inverness, IL, US Army 1961-1963, is a business owner.
Lynn Terry (Jun 1957), has 1 child, 1 grandchild, lives in Sedona,
AZ, Colorado U BA '62; San Francisco St MA '71; USMC
1962-67 Captain Infantry Vietnam, is a retired sales
executive.
Roger Blocks (Jan 1958), married Marjorie Eaton (deceased)
(Jan 1958), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in Three
Lakes, WI, Purdue U BS Metallurgical Engr; US Army 7
years Captain, is the retired president of Chem-Al, Inc.,
and lives on the largest of the Chain of Lakes, is a
volunteer investigator for the fire department, is an active
pilot, and enjoys poker and model railroading.
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Bob Gunderson (Jan 1958), has 1 child, 3 grandchildren, lives in
Las Vegas, NV, SIU BA '67, Azuza Pacific MA '77, is is a
retired PE teacher of 42 years and coach, and is an
inductee to the T.A.E. Hall of Fame.
Diane (Prosser) Degrenier (Jun 1958), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren, lives in Cary, IL, is retired.
Edward Freisinger (Jun 1958), lives in Chicago, IL, US Army
1963-65, is retired, and owns a few muscle cars.
Penny (Neeb) Hoffman (Jun 1958), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Olympia, WA, Northwestern U BS Journ '62,
is a retired editor and event planner.
Chet Lee (Jun 1958), has 2 children, lives in Westlake Village,
CA, US Army 1961-64; Roosevelt U BS Comp Sci '77, is a
retired software development manager at Computer
Assoc., enjoys travel, playing bridge, and information
about his book "A Pawn of Fate" may be found at
www.apawnoffate.com.
Diane (Miller) Falk (Jan 1959), has 1 child, 3 grandchildren,
lives in Mays Landing, NJ, U Chicago MA, U PA MSW,
Rutgers U PhD, is a Professor of Social Work.
Allan Larocco (Jan 1959), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren, lives
in Villa Ridge, MO, Monmouth College BA '63; UI M Ed, is
a retired teacher, counselor and principal.
Allen Blume (Jun 1959), married Shirley Molinare (Jun 1956),
has 3 children, 7 grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL,
degree in Architectural Engineering, is retired.
Jeff Carson (Jun 1959), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in
Phoenix, AZ, BS Phys Ed; US Army 3 years, is retired from a
US securty agency.

1960s
Carol Ann Mondel (Jan 1960), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Chicago, IL, is retired.
Carol (Ptak) Dewire (Jun 1960), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren,
lives in Punta Gorda, FL, is retired.
Dennis Dziak (Jun 1960), has 3 children, 1 grandchild, lives in
Boynton Beach, FL, DePaul U BSC Acct; CPA; US Air Force,
is a retired director of pricing and contracts for GSK
Pharmaceuticals.
Marilou (Beaver) Epifano (Jun 1960), has 1 child, lives in Palatine, IL, is retired, and loves ballroom dancing.
Mickey Geyer (Jun 1960), married Judy Peinert (Jun 1960), has
5 children, 6 grandchildren, 2 great grandchildren, lives in
Gays Mills, WI, US Marines '61-'64, served in Viet Nam, is
a retired construction materials inspector.
Judy (Peinert) Geyer (Jun 1960), married George “Mickey”
Geyer (Jun 1960), has 5 children, 6 grandchildren, 2 great
grandchildren, lives in Gays Mills, WI, Carroll College, is a
retired human resources manager.
John Knutson (Jun 1960), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives
in Iowa City, IA, Augustana College AB '64, Washington St
U MS '67 PhD '69, is a retired U of Iowa professor of
psychology and brain studies.
Susan (Richardson) Vogt (Jun 1960), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Wheaton, IL, Bradley U BA; UI MA Edu, is
a retired elementary teacher.
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Robert Webb (Jun 1960), has 3 children. 2 grandchildren, lives
in Macclenny, FL, Millikin U; US Army 1965-71, is retired.
Alex Wendorf (Jun 1960), has 3 children, 1 grandchild, lives in
Tucson, AZ, is retired.
Barbara (Reinke) Finnegan (Jan 1961), has 2 children, 7 grandchildren, lives in Southampton, PA, is retired.
Warren Schimpff (Jan 1961), married Jill (Wagner) Schimpff
(Jun 1963), lives in Jeffersonville, IN, BS '65, MPh '67, MS
'69, PhD '71, is a retired chemist (1971-2000) and coowner of Schimpff's Confectionery established in 1891.
Art Kay (Jun 1961), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in
Schaumburg, IL, 2 years college, is retired, and has been
an instructor for the Tooling and Manufacturing Assoc. for
25 years.
Mary (Papciak) Samborski (Jun 1961), married Darryl
Samborski (Jun 1962), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Schaumburg, IL, NEU BA, is a retired teacher.
Janet (Swanson) Cnota (Jan 1962), has 3 children, 8 grandchildren, lives in Scottsdale, AZ, is retired, and she and
husband Jim celebrated their 50th anniversary with
children and grandchildren in Hawaii.
Judy (Jopp) Williams (Jan 1962), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Wesley Chapel, FL, NIU BS Ed '66, is retired
from teaching, construction, real estate.
Elaine (Gunther) Brummitt (Jun 1962), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Park Ridge, IL, is a retired field promotions manager.
Arlene (Rolnicki) Janke (Jun 1962), married Donald Janke (Jan
1965), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL,
is retired.
Harry Nichols (Jun 1962), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren, 3
great grandchildren, lives in Montgomery, TX, Loyola U
DDS '69; US Army, is a semi retired dentist.
Darryl Samborski (Jun 1962), married Mary Papciak (Jun 1961),
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Schaumburg, IL,
NIU MS Curriculum/Supervision, is a retired teacher.
Kathie (Schroeder) Whitehurst (Jun 1962), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, lives in Crossville, TN, is a retired secretary, and
enjoys life in the foothills of the Smokies.
Lynn (Valters) Mays (Jan 1963), has 4 children, 11 grandchildren, lives in New Smyrna Beach, FL, Dominican College
BA; St. Xavier U Chicago MA, is a retired elementary
teacher, and is happy to be a 6-year full-time resident of
NSB.
Mary (Terlecki) Mckelvey (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Sun City West, AZ, NIU BS Ed, is a retired
staff development coordinator.
Barbara (Bolling) Rimington (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in Elmhurst, IL, Augustana College BA '67, is
a retired part-time interior designer and homemaker.
Richard Sliwinski (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Plano, TX, Northwestern U BS BA '67; U of Chicago
MBA '70; USMC Sgt. 1967-68, is retired from finance.
Louise (Knuth) Stewart (Jan 1963), has 4 children, lives in South
Elgin, IL, Judson U BA, is retired.
Anne (Flexman) Warner (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, lives in York, PA, RN, is a retired
nurse.
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Bob Wislow (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in
Chicago, IL, BA, is in commercial real estate, and is the
chairman of CBRE, Chicago.
Jeanne (Watrous) Zych (Jan 1963), has 2 children, 1 grandchild,
lives in Tampa, FL, UW BS '67, ISU MS '72, is a retired
teacher, and is married to Patrick Zych, a retired financial
planner.
James Esczuk (Jun 1963), married Carol Enyart (Jun 1963), has
1 child, 3 grandchildren, lives in Prospect Hts, IL, is the
retired owner of AJ Landscaping, Inc., and celebrated 51
years of marriage last May.
Carol (Enyart) Esczuk (Jun 1963), married James Esczuk (Jun
1963), has 1 child, 3 grandchildren, lives in Prospect Hts,
IL, is the retired owner of AJ Landscaping, Inc., and has
been married to James for 51 years last May.
Edmund Feldy (Jun 1963), has 2 children, 4 grandchildren, lives
in Evanston, IL, IIT BS MAE '68 MME '70; U Chicago MBA
'75, is retired mechanical engineer.
Camille (Shelly) Kosieniak (Jun 1963), has 5 children, 7 grandchildren, lives in Lexington, KY, is a homemaker (homemakers never retire), and loves the TAA newsletter.
James Kuhagen (Jun 1963), has 2 children, lives in Arlington,
VA, UW Madison PhD '75, is a semi-retired psychologist.
Pat McKevitt (Jun 1963), lives in St Louis, MO.
Jo (Trefny) Pacheco (Jun 1963), lives in Lake Havasu City, AZ,
NIU BS '67, is a retired buyer for Montgomery Ward's
West Coast buying office and system analyst at Rockwell
International.
Jill (Wagner) Schimpff (Jun 1963), married Warren Schimpff
(Jan 1961), lives in Jeffersonville, IN, BS '67, MS '68, is a
retired English teacher and an co-ower of Schimpff's
Confectionery established in 1891.
Linda (Billesbach) Schlesinger (Jun 1963), has 3 children, 5
grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren, lives in Lehigh Acres,
FL, Roosevelt U BGS '85, MBA '88, is a retired college
professor in computer technology and business; she and
husband Michael travel extensively around the world and
volunteer with many organizations in the Ft. Myers area.
Glenn Skinner (Jan 1964), has 3 children, lives in Elmwood
Park, IL, Northwestern U BBA '71, is is a retired trust
officer, is a coin collector, bowler, and with Master
Gardener wife Ruth, is involved in gardening activities.
George Knickerbocker (Jun 1964), has 4 children, 11 grandchildren, lives in Elk Grove, IL, DePauw U BS '68; UI JD '71, is
an attorney, and the proud owner of a Cubs World Series
ring, a gift from his son.
Betty (Makis) Mooney (Jun 1964), lives in Scottsdale, AZ.
Dan Noon (Jun 1964), lives in Niles, IL, US Marines '64-'67, is a
retired Chicago PD detective, 41 years in law enforcement, was a States Attorney investigator for 11 years.
Donald Janke (Jan 1965), married Arlene Rolnicki (Jun 1962),
has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, AA, US
Navy Reserve 26 years active duty, Vietnam and Desert
Storm, is retired.
Bill Pavelec (Jan 1965), has 1 child, 1 grandchild, lives in
Auburn, AL, Wright Jr. College, College of Artesia NM, is a
personal trainer and strength coach, and is still lifting and
working with US college and pro football players.
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Carol (Joerger) Engberg (Jan 1966), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Twin Lakes, WI, Northeastern U BA, postgraduate National Lewis U and Govenors State, is a retired
elementary, preschool, teacher and infant/toddler child
development specialist, was a finalist for the Kohl-McCormack Early Childhood Teaching Award, and married Al
Engberg (Lane Jun '66).
Ronald Lindberg (Jan 1966), has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives
in Willowbrook, IL, Augustana BA '72; UI MS Chem '72; UI
MD '76, is an ophthalmologist, works at the Eye Specialists
Center in Hinsdale.
Judith (Joerger) Clark (Jun 1966), married Robert Clark (1968),
has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Conyers, GA, is
retired and a grandmother.
Marian (Heinz) Eichlin (Jun 1966), married Art Eichlin (Jan
1953), has 1 child, lives in Billings, MT, College 2 years, is a
part-time administrative assistant to a psychologist.
Katherine (Schneider) Knapp (Jun 1966), has 2 children, 2
grandchildren, lives in Henderson, NV, NEIU BA '71, is
retired.
Katina Kralis (Jun 1966), lives in Chicago, IL, College of Office
Technology, is a Clerk V at the Cook County Circuit Court,
enjoys bowling, movies and video games.
Martin Wordell (Jun 1966), lives in Jamestown, NC, Lakeland
College BS Bus Adm, is the owner of Carolina Casters.
Wayne Gibson (Jan 1967), lives in Arlington Hts, IL, is a retired
postal clerk.
Pamela (Erbach) Kueltzo (Jan 1967), has 3 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Homer Glen, IL, NIU BA, is an office manager.
Walter Rick (Jan 1967), lives in Foster City, CA, U of M BBA, is a
retired (2010) sales and marketing executive, moved to
San Francisco in '73, worked for Nestle and Conagra
Foods, and assisted start-ups in entering mass marketing
and health food stores.
Kathy (Mcallister) Schramm (Jan 1967), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in Mc Henry, IL, is a retired homemaker.
Scott Andeen (Jun 1967), married Ellen Bacos (Jun 1967), has 2
children, lives in Schaumburg, IL, Wright College AA,
computer tech school, is a retired senior systems analyst.
Ellen (Bacos) Andeen (Jun 1967), married Scott Andeen (Jun
1967), has 2 children, lives in Schaumburg, IL, BA Elem
Educ/Lit, is a retired teacher.
Bart Brion (Jun 1967), married Linda Terry (Jun 1967), has 2
children, 1 grandchild, lives in Plano, TX, US Navy, is a
retired business owner.
Linda (Terry) Brion (Jun 1967), married Bart Brion (Jun 1967),
has 2 children, 1 grandchild, lives in Plano, TX, Western
Illinois, is a retired banker.
Pam (Schaller) Chapman (Jun 1967), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Hampshire, IL, NIU MS MIS, is a retired
community college professor.
Vinette (Gramarossa) Engler (Jun 1967), has 3 children, lives in
Hoffman Estates, IL, Cosmetology School, is a (soon to be
retired) TSA officer and 10-year owner of Vinette's Hair
Fashion, and is sorry she missed the reunion, but won't
miss the next one.
Robert Poteracki (Jun 1967), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Arlington Hts, IL, NIU MBA, is in sales.
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Susan (Lang) Ward (Jun 1967), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Kingwood, TX, 3 years college, is in marketing and
sales, tells us that the reunion was so fun and a great
chance to visit with classmates, saying, "Let's do it again in
5 years at the Edison Park Inn!".
Robert Clark (1968), married Judith Joerger (1972), has 2 children, 3 grandchildren, lives in Conyers, GA, Parsons
College BA Math '72, is retired from computer support, is
an extensive collector, and has a gold claim in Idaho.
Lizbeth Congiusti (1968), lives in Scottsdale, AZ, is a sommelier.
Bill Eckholm (1968), has 3 children, 6 grandchildren, lives in
Scottsdale, AZ, Valparaiso U '68-70; Rochester Inst of Tech
'73-75; US Army Corp of Engr '71-73, is a retired corporate
executive for a variety of international companies over 44
years, sold his company to a publicly traded UK company,
failing retirement started a new venture company, Big Elk
Funding LLC, travels, enjoys life with his wife Laurie and
was inducted into the TAA Hall of Fame in 2016.
Karen Flynn (1968), lives in Chicago, IL, NIU BS Edu, is a retired
teacher, enjoys her home in Northern Wisconsin and
visiting family in Colorado.
Colleen (Maloney) Lapaglia (1968), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in Atlanta, GA, is a flight attendant, and enjoys
traveling and spending time with family.
Susan (Heckel) Sieck (1968), has 2 children, 2 grandchildren,
lives in Shreveport, LA, is a teacher.
Kathleen (Tranter) Tranter-Sidley (1968), has 2 children, lives
in Placerville, CA, secretarial school/college, is retired, just
sold her home and is in the process of moving to Missouri
to be close to family.
Mildred (Reynolds) Zasadil (1968), has 1 child, 1 grandchild,
lives in Schaumburg, IL, is an insurance agent and Avon
rep, sings and plays handbells, and is a member of Spirit
of Life Chorus.
Gail (Shellabarger) Diehl (1969), has 3 children, 4 grandchildren, lives in Sycamore, IL, NIU BS, MS, is a retired elementary reading specialist for DeKalb Schools, is looking
forward to her last child's wedding and shares that it's so
nice not to go to work every day after 27 years of
teaching.
Noel Habib (1969), has 3 children, lives in Litchfield Park, AZ,
MA, MD, US Army 30 years, is is retired physician.
Barbara (Musur) Staehle (1969), has 1 child, lives in Downers
Grove, IL, DePaul U BA Fin, is a retired tax manager.
Larry Wojcik (1969), has 3 children, 2 grandchildren, lives in
Palos Hills, IL, is a sales manager.
Michael Wojcik (1969), lives in Mt Prospect, IL.

1970s
Cynthia (Gallaher) Cumpian (1970), has 1 child, 2 grandchildren, lives in Chicago, IL, U of IL Chgo BA Art/Arch '74, is a
retired writer and yoga instructor, currently writing plays
and musicals, and won the 2017 National Indie Excellence
Award for her nonfiction/memoir/reference book, "Frugal
Poets' Guide to Life".
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Jill Kessel (1970), married Dan DaValle (deceased) (1969), has 1
child, lives in Rockford, IL, Elmhurst College BA HR, is a
real estate agent in Wisconsin.
Juergen Rusnak (1970), lives in Des Plaines, IL, Roosevelt U BA
'74, MBA '83, is a retired SAP software consultant but is
still available part-time.
Carol (Davies) Skow (1970), has 4 children, 5 grandchildren,
lives in Summit, IL, is retired from public relations at AMC
Corp, and remarried in May.
Richard Anderson (1971), has 4 children, 7 grandchildren, lives
in Schaumburg, IL, SIU BS, is Battalion Chief at the
Schaumburg Fire Department.
Ed Knapp (1971), has 2 children, lives in Glen Ellyn, IL, SIU BS
Educ '76, is an active Allstate insurance agent for 40 years,
his daughter is an attorney for the State of California and
his son is a personal trainer in Northbrook IL.
Barbara (Moe) Lemaster (1971), has 2 children, 5 grandchildren, lives in Naperville, IL, WIU BS Elem Edu, is retired.
Nancy (Mateling) Cibic (1972), lives in Chicago, IL, NEIU BS, is a
federal aviation airport compliance specialist.
Lee Ann (Shellabarger) Murdoch (1972), has 2 children, lives in
Racine, WI, WIU BS, is an executive relocation counselor.
Peter Watson (1972), lives in Shiloh, IL, BS MIS; US Army
Artillery 4 years, is retired.
Mark Krejci (1973), has 4 children, lives in Augusta, GA, US
Army 6 years, is an electrical field engineer, and divorced.
Bruce Moffat (1973), lives in Chicago, IL, IL State U BS '77, UIC
MS Urban Planning & Policy '84, is the manager of CTA
Customer Information Division, and has authored six
books on Chicago transportation history.
Kathleen (Kujanpaa) McMahon (1974), has 2 children, lives in
Chicago, IL.
Bob Uhlar (1974), lives in Brandon, FL, Drake U BA '78;
Northwestern MS '81; Unity School of Religious Studies
Mdiv '02, is a former editor at WMAQ 670-AM and WBBM
780-AM.
Larry Coffey (1976), has 2 children, lives in North Barrington, IL,
DePaul U BA, is a human resources director.
Susie (Peter) Gleffe (1976), has 1 child, lives in Elgin, IL, BS Org
Mgmt, is retired, and was married on October 1, 2017.
Ken Goodrich (1977), has 3 children, lives in Algonquin, IL,
Washburne Trade School, is retired.
Mike Kazarian (1977), lives in Chicago, IL, is a driver.

1980s
Cathy Wallin (1980), lives in Chicago, IL.

2000s
Ryan Glowacz (2006), lives in Chicago, IL, BA History/Education;
MS Education, is Taft's 7th/8th Grade Coordinator, Taft's
Athletic Director and TAA faculty liaison.
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Graduation Mailing List(s)
Due to policy changes at CPS headquarters after the
9-11 terror attack, tightened security has prevented TAA from
receiving personal contact information of annual graduations
from the school office.
The school is working on a plan to, hopefully, be
implemented by June. Seniors must now give their written
permission to the school to release their contact information.
Vice-Principal Eric Flores is working with school counselors to
make sure current seniors are aware of their need to sign
“opt-out” forms to allow TAA to receive their contact details.
As it now stands, unless they sign up before they
graduate in June, newly graduating alumni cannot receive
news about events from the Taft Alumni Association, unless
they contact us.
We are also missing a period of years from some 70s
classes after the CPS stopped listing graduates to the public in
1973. Chicago Public School headquarters have removed all
the older graduate records from their website. We continue
to research those grad names through old yearbooks and
personal contacts to update our records.
If you are involved with a class reunion, it is very
important to ensure a copy of your graduate names and
current contact info is sent to us so we can update our master
mailing list.

Is Your E-mail Address
Up to Date?
We begin 2018 with a little housekeeping. Since its inception
nineteen years ago, the Taft Alumni E-mail Directory has
become a popular feature of the TAA website. Over 1,300
alumni from the Classes of 1941 through 2010 have registered.
The directory, however, can connect classmates only if the
information is accurate.
Please take a moment and check your entry
at www.taftalumni.org (click on View the Email Directory) to
verify that we have listed your name, your year of graduation,
and your e-mail address and/or website accurately. Write to
eagleemail@taftalumni.org if you wish to make any changes.
For your protection, we do not post your address as a
hyperlink.
Thank you for
your part in
making the
Taft Alumni
Association a
success!
Paulette
(Zemaitis)
English, 1967
TAA Web
Editor
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If you learn of a classmate, faculty
member or other person affiliated with
Taft High School who is deceased, or if
any of the information we present
appears to be in error, please contact us
so that we can remember them with respect both in the newsletter
and on our Memorials page online.
This page on our web site now includes, when known, civil
or military service and which conflict, if any, the person was
associated with. We always appreciate your help in keeping our files
up to date.

Nicholas Mitchell, retired History/Social Studies Teacher at
Taft from the early 1960s until his retirement in 1993-4,
died November 12, 2017.
Beverly Betty (Hansen) Janke, class of February 1941, passed
away on April 30, 2017. She was a retired truant office for
the Chicago Public Schools.
Glenn Rodney Jorian, class of June 1942, died November 14,
2016. He was a US Army Pilot and flew B-17s & B-24s
during WW II in the Pacific Theater. He is well remembered for his beautiful singing voice and choral directing
talents.
Jane Marie (Jewell) Zemaitis, class of June 1943, died
October 17, 2017 from a massive stroke. She is the wife
of the late Frank Zemaitis (June ’40) and mother to our
TAA web editor Paulette (Zemaitis) English (1967).
Robert Clyde Forney, class of 1944 died August 3, 2016. Dr.
Forney enjoyed a long career as a chemical engineer, and
was a senior Vice President for the DuPont Company from
1979 to 1989. He was inducted into the TAA Hall of Fame
in 2000.
Howard G. Nelson, class of January 1944, died October 27,
2017. He was a WW II veteran serving in the Pacific
Theatre and in China with the US Navy while serving on
the USS Markab (AD21) and then retired as a full
Commander, serving his country from 1944 – 1986. He is
brother to Roger Nelson (Feb ’52) and brother-in-law to
Susan (Dokka) Nelson (Jan ’56).
Robert Francis Higgins, class of January 1945, died December
25, 2017. He joined the US Army after graduation and
served our country during WW II.
Edwin Herman Hildwein, class of June 1945, died September
15, 2017. He is husband to Joan (Czirak) Hildwein (June
'47). He served in the US Navy during WW II.
Geraldine Virginia (Corrado) Crane, class of January 1948,
died December 27, 2017 from complications due to
pneumonia. She is the sister of Ronald Corrado (June ’54).
Betty (Johnston) Adams, class of June 1949, died January 11,
2018. She is sister to Edna (Johnston) Burkey (June ’52).
Frederic John Pottinger, class of June 1950, died January 10,
2018. He served in the US Marines.
Joyce Ericka (Johnson) Burlingham, class [about] 1949, died
November 18, 2017. In the ‘50s she was a stunning model
and Hollywood actress, but her passion was painting.
Robert James Lilla, class of June 1950, died December 14,
2017. He served in the US Army during the Korean War.
As a professional hockey officiate and trainer, he was
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inducted into the Illinois Officials Hockey Hall of Fame in
2002. At age 86, he still officiated as an off-ice goal judge
for the Chicago Wolves until earlier this season, when he
was injured in a fall at his home in Northbrook.
Rita Pelz, class of January 1950, died in January 1950 from
leukemia (about 3 weeks after she graduated). She
attended the graduation ceremony while gravely ill, and
had not been able to attend school most of the last
semester.
Marjorie Anna (Paddi) Schneider, class of June 1950 died
June 27, 1988. She is the sister of the late Robert Paddi
(June ’45), June (Paddi) Heller (June ’48) and Mary Jane
(Paddi) Struberg (June ’46).
Robert Schnur, class of January 1951 died May, 29, 2000 of
Pancreatic Cancer. He was a Detective.
Robert Charles Adams, class of June 1952, passed away July
31, 2016 from pancreatic cancer. Served 20 years in US
Navy as Naval aviator, made four tours to Viet Nam and
retired as Commander in 1975. He is twin brother to
Ralph Adams (June ’52).
Christian “Buddy” Buddenbaum, from the class of June 1952
received his GED later. He served in the US Navy on the
aircraft carrier Intrepid for many years and died August 8,
2012 from Stroke/Lupus.
Lesley Ann (Leniak) Parrish, class of June 1952, died October
16, 2017 from kidney and heart failure. In our TAA Spring
2017 newsletter, as a retired paramedic, she encouraged
all of us to register as organ donors.
Judith Jean Brownlie, class of June 1954, died September,
2015.
George Bernard Anderson, class of January 1954, died
December 18, 2017.
David Lee Barthel, class of June 1954, date of death
unknown, died from an automobile accident.
Robert Louis Lewis, class of June 1956, passed away, date
unknown.
Joann Marie (Schwamb) Knudsen, class of June 1957, died in
July 2017. She is the sister of the late Agnes Schwamb
(June ’59).
Agnes Josephine Schwamb, class of June 1959, died March
23, 1996. She is the sister to the recently deceased Joann
(Schwamb) Knudsen.
Audrey (Peterson) Hampton, class of January 1957, died
October 17, 2017 as a result of complications from hip
surgery. She served in the US Air Force.
Stephen Charles Kaufman, class of June 1965, passed away
November 3, 2017, due to a very aggressive form of
cancer.
Steven Joseph Janka, class of 1968 died of cancer on Oct. 8,
2017. He was a retired Chicago Police Department officer.
Therese Ann "Terry" Murphy, class of 1970, died, date
unknown.
Lizabeth Jean “Lizzie” (Scanlan) Nolan, class of 1970, died
June 25, 2017 from brain cancer on her 65th birthday.
Suzanne (Sinclair) Kozial, class of 1978 died June 15, 2016.
She is sister to Rene (Sinclair) Benson (1977).
Nicole D. Swanson, class of 2013, died December 23, 2017
due to an automobile accident.

www.taftalumni.org

Page 11

Your Board Is Getting Older

Welcome to
AmazonSmile!
Thank you for supporting
Taft Alumni Association.

Amazon.com
This is a great and painless way to do fundraising!
If you shop through Amazon.com, you can benefit your
Taft Alumni Association each time you shop. It's true!
Instead of going to Amazon.com, simply go to the web site
Smile.Amazon.com and register. Amazon will donate a small
percentage of your transaction to the Taft Alumni
Association. Just select us as your charity of choice and
let Amazon do the rest. This is a great way to benefit the TAA
by shopping for things you would buy anyway. Giving a gift
while buying things for yourself or others...a win-win!
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same
products, same prices, same service.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to the 501-C3 charitable organization of your choice. Make Taft Alumni Association YOUR
choice!
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We must enlist more of you, our younger Alumni to
become involved with TAA activities. Joining the TAA
Board of Directors means attending four meetings a year at
Taft with a few more if we are planning an event. You will
get to meet people from other eras at Taft, learn more of
the history that made us great and help us to provide
support and to improve what we can at the school.
We are looking for people from the 1970’s, 1980’s,
1990s and even the 2000’s who are members of TAA in
good standing. If you can spare the time and would like to
join us, or would like to volunteer in other capacities,
please contact us at eagleemail@taftalumni.org for more
information.

You Earned a D- !
It was a test, of sorts. And, we ALL failed (except for
one reader). Did you notice the error? Thanks to Paulette
(Zemaitis) English (1967) for being the only person pointing
this error out to me, your TAA Newsletter Editor, Jerry
(Beesley) Stephenson (Jun ’62). Blush, blush… well, we
groaned, but it was way too late to change it.
Last issue (Autumn 2017, Vol XXXIII, No. 4) contained
a photo of William Howard Taft High School on page 12. The
caption read, “Taft’s first addition completed in 1958”. That
descriptive statement was correct, except what was shown
was a photo of the school with its SECOND addition, which
had its ground-breaking and started construction in October
1972 and was completed for the 1974-75 school year.
Here is the photo that should have been shown, with
the completed FIRST addition. The main entrance was still
located on Natoma Avenue and the school main office just
inside that entrance. At that time, the center courtyard was
inaccessible to students.
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Taft Alumni Association Merchandise
Qty

Item
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Windbreaker—blue nylon, drawstring bottom
printed with white TAA logo
Baseball Cap—blue embroidered “Taft Alumni”
with full-color eagle
Car Sticker—clear printed in blue/gray
“You Can’t Hide That Eagle Pride”

Specifics

Price Each

Medium

$25.00

$

Large

$25.00

$

X-Large

$25.00

$

XX-Large

$25.00

$

XXX-Large

$25.00

One Size Fits
All

$15.00

----

$ 3.00

Medium

$10.00

$

$10.00

$

$10.00

$

$12.00

$

T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo

XX-Large
XXX-Large

$12.00

$

Jacket , Fleece – embroidered Taft Alumni Logo

Medium

$40.00

$
$

T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo
T-Shirt—gray cotton printed with blue TAA logo

Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Jacket , Fleece - embroidered Taft Alumni Logo
Taft Yearbook (be sure to state year)

Large
X-Large

Large
X-Large
XX-Large
XXX-Large
Year:

$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$30.00

Shipping and Handling: Stickers only = $1.00, all other orders = $8.00
Total

Name (please print):

Remitted

Total Price

$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$

Grad Month/Year:

Address:
City/State/ZIP:

Phone: (

)

Send check or money order (no cash please) with completed order form to:

Taft Alumni Association, 6530 W. Bryn Mawr Ave, Chicago IL 60631
Please use a separate order form for separate addresses.

Time to Renew?!!
Thanks to all who read our plea about keeping current with your TAA membership. If you receive
the newsletter electronically, you’ll find an emailed reminder in your inbox when you are about to or have
lapsed. If you receive the newsletter by post, check your address label for your year of graduation above
the eagle logo on the back page. Is it correct? Also, check the expiration date of your current membership
with the Taft Alumni Association located just below the graduation date.
If your expiration date is close, we urge you to sit down NOW, complete the membership form
on the next page and write out husband/wife graduates at the same address. You'll receive TWO full years
of newsletters filled with opportunities to learn about classmates, reunions, school events and alumni
programs. Be sure to use the application on the following page to share with us the latest updates in your
life.
Thanks to all who have opted to receive their newsletter electronically. It has made a BIG difference in our printing, mailing and handling
newsletter costs. Bottom line, it gives us more opportunity to use our funds for other important TAA projects for Taft.
Taft Alumni Newsletter Winter 2018
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Taft Alumni Association
Membership Application
Please tell us as much about yourself as you like so that we can share your news in the Class Notes.
Only fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required for membership. We will not publish your address or phone number .

About You
*First Name ( PLEASE PRINT)

* Last Name at Graduation

*Home Street Address

* Current Last Name

*City

*State

*ZIP

Primary Phone

Email Address

List in Email Directory
Yes
No

*Month/Year You Graduated

Number of Children
_____ Children, _____ Grandchildren, _____ Great Grandchildren, _____ Great Greats?

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years
Occupation

Retired?
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Do not publish my
information in the Class Notes

About Your Taft Graduate Spouse
*First Name

* Last Name at Graduation

*Month/Year Spouse Graduated

Higher Education, Degrees, Military Service, Years

Occupation

* Current Last Name

Retired
Yes

Elementary School
No

Other news you’d like to share?

Enclosed is a
check or money
order for:

$15.00 2-year single membership
$20.00 2-year alumni couples membership
Donation in the amount of $ ______

Send newsletter online
Send newsletter by mail
Send both by mail and online

Please mail application and funds to:
Taft Alumni Association, 6530 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago, IL 60631

Taft Alumni Association Board of Directors

Winter 2018

Taft Alumni Newsletter
www.taftalumni.org
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The TAA publishes the Taft Alumni Newsletter quarterly.
Please address general correspondence and changes to:
Taft Alumni Association
6530 West Bryn Mawr Ave.
Chicago, IL 60631
or email eagleemail@taftalumni.org
Send photographs and articles for the next issue to:
Jerry Bloom Stephenson
2600 SE Ocean Blvd – Unit G-12
Stuart, Florida 43996
or email newsletter@taftalumni.org

eNewsletter Signup: eagleemail@taftalumni.org

Submission Deadline for the Spring Issue:

March 31, 2018
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